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or the vnderflanding ofthe nombres , the 
| yeadersfhall obferue thatas the writerin 
booxe hath deusded the hole into cere 
argumetes fo lyxew ife hane I deuided myne an 


te 
Jwers into certen S ections. And becaufe that 
many things in his railing reafons are either yne 
_worthne of any anfwere pr els not necefJarieto be 
anfuered fooftasherepeteth the fame ,1 thoght 
good 0 figne thofe thinges in euerie feuerall fec- 4% 
I thoght in the fame mofte neceffarie 
tobe anfwered .Andthis I haue done afwellin 7% 
his veafos,asin myne anfwers fothat the figure of 
whichbe marked inthe merget 
of hu reafons,are anfwered where the lyenom- 
bre is foid in myne anfwers . This I thoght good 
toadmonifhthereader. | 
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sep Mongeft the manifold blefsinges 


chofen childré(whom beforeall 


+ 


begining of times he hath prede- 

2 / 4 life in Chraft lefus) itis 

not theleaft(moft deare brethre) 

he hath given vnto vs plaine aduertifment, 

how diuerfe,vnto dyuerfe perfons fhalbethe ef 

fe&and operation of his word: fo oftasit1s 

feredvntothe worlde.To wit,thatashe him {elf Cor.2, 

% was appointed by his heauenlie Father ad fore- 

fpoké by the Prophetes,to be the Stone of offe- g, 

e,the ftombling block , andaf{nareto thetwo 14 

houfes of Ifrael , and yet that he fhoulde be 

to others the SanQuarie of honor,the Rocke of 

refuge,& author of libertie:fo fhould his word 

(I fay ) truely preached beto fome foolifhnes cops. 

and the fauor of death,and yet vntoothers,that 16 

it fhoulde be the fwete odore of life,the wifedo 

me and power of God (and that tofaluation)to * * 

all thofethat beleue. I purpofe notat this pre- 

fent to intreatnor to reafon, how and why it is 

that godseternall worde, whichin it felf is al- 

wayesone , worketh fo diuerfly inthe heartes 

of thofe to itis offered, but my onelie pur- 

_ pofe isin few wordes to admonith vs(to whom 

it hath pleafedGod ofhisownefremercymore 

playnely.to reucle the myfteries of our redépnd 
A.u, 
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thé he hath donetomany agesbe fore vs)notto 
efteme thisa {mall and common blefsing ofGod 
that we haue not onely histruecth, but alfo the 
effe@ and operation of the fame cOtirmed to vs 
 byexperience ofall ages.Great & infinite is that 
tao 9 of God,and rightly canit neuer be wei- 
hed, when fo ener he doth offer his trueth vnto 
the world. Butfuchjseitherghe dulnes of man 


4 


orels his extreme ingtatituge , that he will not 
acknowledge the faceof th€veritic, thyneitng 
uerfo bryght. The ingratitude of the lewes ; 1s 
~ hereof vnto vs a fufticiét witnes. For albeit that 
lég they did looke for the Mefsias and Sauior 
r oe promifed, yet neuertheles, when he came with 
(438 wonderous fignes &w orkes fuper naturall they 
a Aéi.2.23 did not onely not know him, but alfo refufing 
and vtterly denying him,they did hang him be- 
 wext twotheues vpoa croffe. The caufe hereof 
@ - infome parte we know to be the carnal libertie 
al which cOtinually they did thirft after, and their 
caufe Chrifte lefus not to fatishe ac 
cording totheir fantafie and expe@ation , ther- 
fore did they contépteoufly refufe him, ad with 
him all gods mercies offered ynto them. Which 
fearfull example(deare bretheré)istobeobfer- 
ued of vs.Forby nature itiseuident,tharwebe 
no better, then they were. Andastouchingthe 
Teague & foeietie with God, which prerogatiue 
long made thé blefled,we be farreinferior ynto 
thé. For in cOparil6 of that league made with A- 
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 braha the tyme is fhorte, that the Gétileshaue 
bene auowed for gods pte & beloued {poufe 
of Chrifte Iefus:yea Paule feareth notto call thé 
\ the very natural brachesand vs the brachesof a 
wilde oliue.And therforeif their corépt wasfo 
panifhed , that blindnes yet remaineth vpothe, 
what oght we to. feare? They not confidering 
the oflice of Chrifte, &the caufeofhiscOming, —- 
were offended with his prefence and do@rine. Comps 
And doeth any ma thick that we be free fr6 the anions of 
fame dangers¢ Few fhalbe found, that in mouth ‘he trueth 
praife not veritie,&euery ma appereth todelyte — 
in libertie. but {uch c6panyons do follow 
the one and the other , in this life , fo that both 
are de{pifed and called in doubt,whé they be of 
fered mofte plainly to the world. Tof{peakethis 
mater {omewhat more planely;itisathig(asIfup 
pofe)by many cOfefled that after darknes light | 
hath appeared : but alas, the vices that haue a= 
bounded in all eftates and conditi6s of perfons, 
the terrible crueltie which hath bene vfeda- 
gainft the faintes of God, and the horrible blaf- 
. Spe which haue bene & daily are vomited 
-_furth againft Chrifte Iefus and his eternallveri- 
tic, hath giuen(and iuftly may giue) oecafion to 
the imprudent beholder of fuch confufion, to 


preferre the darcknesof fuperftition, which be 
foredid reigne , to the light of faluation,which 
} God of his greate mercie hath now of late 
yeres offered againe to the vnthankfull world. 
oS A, iii. For 
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“Fo what naturall man can think that the iufti- 


ce of faith, planelye and truely preached thould 
be the occafion of finne? That grace and mercie 
offered fhoulde inflabe the heartes of mé with 
rage and crueltic?And that gods glorie declared 
fhoulde caufe mé impudétly to {pew furth their 


vennom and blafphemies againft him,who hath 


ereated thé?The natural! man(I fay)can not per- 
 eeaue how thefe inc6ueniences fhoulde follow 


odsworde,& therfor domany difdein it,a gre- 
ate ndber deny it, and few as it becOmeth with 
reueréce doimbrace it. But {uch as with graue 
ijudgemét {hal confider what was the common 
trade of ling,when Chrifte lefus, him felf did 
by preaching and working,call men torepenta 
ce, what was the intreatement of his deareft fer- 
wats, whohe fentfurth to preach the glad tydin- 

es of his death and re(urre@iG,and whathorri- 

le fe&es followed,and daily did (prig afrerthe 
publication of that ioyfull atronemcnt made 


__betwene God and man by Chrifte Icfu , by his 


death, reiurre&id,and afcéfid, fuch(I tay)as dili 
gétly do obferue thefe former pointes, {hall not. 
onely haue mater fufficient to glorifie God, for 
his gracesoftered (be theliues of mé neuer fo cor 
rupted , and rhe confufion that thereof infueth 
neuer fo fearful)but alfo they fhall haue iuft oc- 


eafion more fteadfaftly to cleaue and ftick to the 


tructh, whofe force & effe@ they fe alwaiesto 
haue bene one frome the begining. The giuers of 
| | thefe 


4 
2 
“SE 
‘ 
atte 
4 
1 
4 
ve 
q 
A 
Be 
- 4 


2 


thefe offéfes {hall no doubt fuftein the wopro- Maid. 
nounced againft them by Chrifte Iefus . But yet ? 
muft the childré of God vnderftand ,that of ne- 
-cefsitie it is,that fuch offétescome: thatthe | Cor.1% 
may firft be tryed,and afterbe partakersof that 15 
bletsing pronoficed by our mafter in thofe wor Luke 7. 
des:Bleffed is he thatis not offended inme. The *3 

caufe of thefe my former wordesis, that as Sata 
cuer frome the beginnig hathdeclared him felf _ 
ennemie to the fre grace and vndeferuedlone 
of God , fo hath he now in thefe laftand mofte ,54-. | 
corrupted daies moft furioufly raged agaift that werraged 
do&rine,which attributeth ail praife and glorie 4 
ofoure redemption to the eternallloueand yn © of q 
deferued grace of God alone. By what meanes 6,4. : 
fatha firft drew makynd frome the obediéce of Ephef. 2. 
God , the feriprure doeth witnefle. Towit,by 8 
powring into their hartes that poifon,thatGod a 
did not loue thé:and by affirming that by tramf- 
gre{sio of gods cOmandemét they might attejn from God 
to felicitie andioy :fothathe caufed them fo __ 
feke life where God had prounced death to 
be. This fame pra@ife hath fathan cuer frome 
the beginning vfed toinfe& the Church with al 
9 = kynd ofherefie,as the writings of Moifes, of the 

_ Prophetes,of theA poftles,&of the godlie in the 
primatiue Church do playnelie witnes. Butalas — 
to fuch bla{phemie did neuer the deuil draw ma 
_ kynd as now of late daies,in the which no {mall 
nobre are become fo bolde,fo impudent, and fo 
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PREFACE. 
irreuerent,that opély they feare not toaffirme, 
God to be vniutt,ifthat he in his eternal coifel 
hathele&edmore one fort of mé thé an other to. 
life cuerlafting in Chrifte lefus our Lord:which 
thing of late daics,1smore planely come tooure © 
knowledge thé beforewe could hauefufpe&ed, | 
that by the fightofa book mofte deteftable 
&blafphemous,coreinyng(as itis inuteled, The 
‘cOfutation of the errors of the careles by necef 
fitie) with thatodious name dothcy burden all 
thofe thareithér do:teach, ether yet beleue the 
-do&rine of gods eternal! predeftination. which 
booke writté in the englith togue doeth c6tein 
afw ell the lies andthe blafphemies imagined by 
af Sebaftian Caftalio,and Jaid to the charge of that 
mofte faithfull feruar of God,lohn Caluine as al 
fothe vane realOs of Pighius,Sadoletus &Geor 
gius Siculus,peftiler Papiftes,&exprefled enne- 
The caufe mics of gods freemercics. The difpitefull railig 
the-wri of W booke,& the mani blaiphcmiesin the 
Le f “(ame cdteined, togither with the ecarneft regfts: 
@ 445 Wor- 
om ke of fom godlic brethren , moued me, to pre pare 
anan{were to the fame: others I dowbr not 
might haue done it with greater dexteritie ,but 
w ith reucréce& feare dol lay the talét cOmitted 
to my charge,vp6V¥ table of the Lord to brig to 
his church aduatage as hisgodli wifdé hath 
appointed. Bur left thactome {houlde thik,that 
my labors might better haue bene beftowed in 
fome other exercife,I thoght expediét toadmo- 
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THE PREFACE. 
nith all bre thré,& charitably to requyre of thé, 
norto efteme the mater to be of fmall weight & 


importice. for feing that gods fre grace is opély 


impugned & difdainfully refufed,I itthe 


duetie of euerie man that loketh for life euer- 
lafting, to giue his confefsion to Chrifte Iefus, 
whote glorie is by thefe bla{phemers to vtter- 
mofteof their powcr fupprefled.Some do thin- 
ke,that becaufe the reafon of man can notattel- 
ne to the vnderftanding,how God fhall beiuft 
making in his counfel this diverfitie of mankid, 


thattherefore better itwere, to filéceinal 
_fuch myfteries,then to trouble the 


raynes and 
myndes of men with curious difputatids. I wil- 
lingly confefle, that al curiofitie oght to beauot 
ded, and thar with great fobrietie Weoghtto 
contemplate & beholde that incomprehenfible 


myfterie of our redéption.But yet [fay,that the 


doGrine of gods eternal predeftinatio is fo ne- | 
ccflarie to the Church of God,that withoutthe _ 


teineth. And therefor we feare notto afirme | 


that fo neceflarie as it is that true faith be efta- 


blifhed in Shar tes: ¥ we be broght to vnfeined © 


humilitie, & ¥ webe moued to praife hi for his — 
fre gracesrecoaued,fo nece flary alfo is ¥ do@rin 


tron. 


| i 

fame, can faith neither be truely taught,nether Theme 
 turely eftablifhed:ma ca neuer be broghtto true q 
humilitie, & knowledge of him felf nether yet neof 

§ cahebe rauifhed in admiration of gods eternal eternall 


THE PREFACE. 
of gods eternal] predcftination . For firft there 

is no Way more proper to buyld and eftablith 

faith,thé whé we heare and vndoubtedly do be 
leue,that our eleGion (which the Spirit ofGod 


ues, but in theeternal and immutable good plea 
fure of God. And thatin fuch firmitie that 1tca 
-notbe ouerthrowen nether by the raging ftor- 
mes of the world,nor by the affaultes offathan, | 
nether yet by the wauering and weaknesof our | 
4 own ficfhe. Then onely is our (aluationinaflue © 
Tit rance, whé we fynd thecaufe of thefame inthe 
 bofom and counfell of God. Forfodoweby 
Pa Rom.s.1 faith apprehend life and peace manifefted in | 
5 Chrifte lefus, that by the dire&i6 and guyding 
of the fame faith we loo ke farther: to wit ,out 


ohn 14.6 of what fountaine, life doth procede.InChrifte 
Lefus now prefétly do we fynd libertie ad life, 
i he is made ynto vs ofGod,wifdome,&righteou 
a {nes and fan@ification and redéption:and in the 


promes of his Gofpel is foiided the ftabilitie of 

our faluation. But yet we haue a ioy which, far 

Re..26 furmounteth this, For albeit that we fhould 

hearethat the mercies & the graces of God we- 
-reoffcred vnto all men, and albeit alfo that we 

fhould fele that our heartes were fomwhat mo 

ued to beleue, yet onles the very caufe of our 

faith be knowen,oureioye and comfort ¢4 not 

be full. For if we thall chink , that we beleue 4d 

haue embrafed Chrifte Iefus preached becaufe- 

| our. 


fath. doth feale in our hartes)cOfifteth notin ourfel- 
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THE PREFACE. a 
our wittes be better then the wittes of others, 
and becaufe that we hauea better inclination 
and are of nature more tra@able then be the co-- 
mon forte of men, fathan(I fay) can eafely ouer 
throw’ all comfort buylded vpon fo weak a 
round . for as the heart of manis vain and in- 
fcrutable , fo may it be, that thofe that this day 
be tra@table and obedient, hauing alfo fom zeale 
toward godlines, yea and alio bothe fenfe and 
feling of gods mercie,{uch(I fay)may thortly 


| reafeerbecome fubborn infome 
__ dientin maters of greate importance, tempted 
% with luftes, and finally they may be left fo bar= 


ren,that rather they thal tremble at the fight of 

gods iudgemétes,thé that they can reioyfe in the 

free adoptid of his children.And therefor([ fay) 

that except our comfort be grounded vpon that 
foundation which neuer can be moued, it isnot 

perfe&. And thatground isthis: That whenwe The wn. 
vnderftand that prefently we beleue in Chrifte ™omable 
Tefus,becaufe we were ordcined before the be- Sor 
ginning of all tymes to beleueinhim:asinhim‘p,,, g. 
we were ele&ed to the focietie of eternall life, 25 

then is oure faith affuredly grounded, and that Ephef: 1. 
becaufe the giftes and vocatid ofGod are with- 
out repentance. and he is faith ful chat hath cal- ;, : 
led vs. his infinite goodnes which moued him 2. Pet.1.2 
to loue vs in an other thé in our felues,thatis in & 2° 


Chrifte Iefus, according to his free beneuoléce, 


whiche he had purpofed in him, is to vsa tow- gs 
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re of refuge, ¥ fatan is neuer able to ouerthro- 
we nor ¥ gates of hell {hall neuer preuail againft | 
it.For how fo cuer we be changeable, yet isGod | 
in his counfel ftable andimmutable , yea how | 
weak,how feble, how dull that euer we be,yet © 
is there nothing in vs(euen when we bein our 
ow ne iudgement moft deftitute of the re of | 


a 


God) which he did not fe to be in vs before we 


were formed in the wombe,yea and before the | 

inning of all tymes,becaufe all is prefent | 
with him. Which imperfe@ions,iniirmities and 7 
_dulnes,as they did not ftoppe hismercietocle@ 


vs in Chrifte Iefus, fo can they not compel him 
now to refufe vs. And frome this foitaine doth 


flow thisour ioye,that with the Apoftle weare 
bolde tocrye: who is ableto feperate vs from} | 
loue of God which ts in Chrifte lefus? for feing 


thatthe father, who hath giuen vs for apecu- 
liar inheritance to his onelie Sonne , is fo migh- 
tie, thar owte of his hand isnone ableto take vs 
away, what danger can be fogreat? what finne 
is {0 greuous,or what defperation fo depe,that 
isable to deuoure vs? for feing it is God him 
felf who will abfolue ys from all iniquitie : and 


_ feing that Chrifte Iefus his Sone wil aduowe vs 


to appertein to his bodie , what is hethatdare 
ryfe againft vsto condemne vs? The comfort 
hereof docth none fele exceptthe chofé childré 
of God,and that in the daye when mansiuftice 
faileth , and the battelle of their conf{cience is 
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mofte greuous and fearefull. Thereforeas faith — 
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{pringeth frome ele@ion, fo isiteftablifhedby =~ 
the true knowledge of that do@rine onely a 

rd | 

y Which this day is mofte furioufly oppugned, by 

¢ ) thofe who do not vnderftand the fame. Ct 

ot And frome that fame do@rine floweth 


f verie mater of trew humilitie. For while 
we beholde the condition of thofe whom natu-" 
re hath made equall to be fo farre diuers the one 
from the other , it is vnpofsible but that the 
childrenof God in their own heartes vnfeined 
ly fhalbe humbled. For whither fo euer they 

® fhall dire&e their eyes,they fhall behold feare- 

fullexamplesof blyndnes and of {uch iniquitie 
as all men iuftly oght to abhorre : but when 
they cOfider them felues to haue receaued light 
inthe midft of {uch dareknes, and them felues 
to be fan@tified in the midft of fo wicked a ge- 
neration,fromw hat fountaine can they fay it 
this procedeth ? who hath illuminated their ° 
eyes, While that others abyde in blyndnes?who 

© doth brydle their affe@ions , while that others 

+ do follow the fame to perdition? yf they fay 
nature , their own confcience {hall conui@ 
them : for nature hath made vs all equall: 
by nature are we the childré of wratheafwel as 
other: Ephef.2.Ifthey fay education,reafon,or 
their own ftudie, common experience fhall di+ 
clare their vanitie.For how many hauec bene no 
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“Achito- yetin the end haue atteined co gods fauor?And | 
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Ham: Ife rifhed in vertue ,and yet become mofte filthie 
macl. E- in life2And by thecotrarie how many 


ficion. remained without all vertuous education , an 


- lw- therfore we fay that fuch as attribute any thing © 
-  tothem felucsin the grace of their ele@ion haue | 
The Nini not learned togiue to God the honor whichto | 
sites. Ma him apperteineth,becaute they do not frely 
waffes- £-Te what maketh thé to differre fr6 others. It 
is yniuerfally receaued for a fentéce motte true, | 
me.The thatas humuilitie isthe mother ot all vertue:fo 7 
thiefe. it isalfo the roote of all godlynes. But how isit © 
What jy Pofsible,that that manfhalbe humbled,that can | 
militieis NOt abyde to hearethe former miferie in the | 
| which he was borne? neither yet the means by — 
the which frome the fame he was delyuered ? If | 
__ a begger being promoted to greate honours by | 
the hiberalitie of a king , {hould be remébred of } 
his former condition: and for declaration of | 
his gratitude he fhould be commanded to reue- 
recethe embaflador or herauld that thus fhould 
fay vntohim: Reméber and call to mynde how 
wretched , poore,ad miferable fomtymesthow | 
waft, and praife the goodnes of the king , by 
whofe mercie and gentlenes thow lueft now in | 
this honorable eftate:If thisbegger(I fay)fhould 
ftomake that his pouertie fhould be {o often ob 
1e&ed vnto him, who wold faye, that either he 
were humble, either yet thankfull to the king? | 
-Nomore can it be faid that fuch as can not a- § 
| byde 
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“THE PREFACE 
byde the métion of gods eternall ele@id(by the 


which onely the ele& be extolled to dignitie in. 


Chrifte Iefus)be either humble in gods preféce, 
either yet thankfull, for thatinfinite benefire, 


§ whichexcedeth all meafure. To wit,that we be 
} cle@ed in Chrifte Iefusto life cuerlafting , and 


that God according to the good pleafure of his 
eternal! counfel, hath made feparation betwext 


thofe who did fall into equall perdition,as tou-_ 
ching the offence and finne committed. Such as 


defire this article to be buried in filence , and 


wold chat men fhould teach and beleue, that the 
grace of gods ele&ion iscommon vatoall, but 
® chat one receaucth it, and an other receaueth 
® it not, procedeth either from the obedience or 


difobedience of man, (uch difceaue them felues, 
and are vathakfull and iniurious vnto God.For 


fo long as they fe not, that true faith and falua- — 
tid(asin the difcourfe fhalbe more plainely de- 
elared ) {fpringe from ele@ionand are the gifte 


of God, and come not of our felues, fo long are 
they difceaued and remayn in error. And what 


can be more iniurious vnto gods free grace,then Wig 


to aflirme,thathe giveth no more to one, thé to 
an other?{eing that the hole f{criptures do play 


§ nely teach, that we hauenothing which we ha- 


ue not receaued of fre grace & mere mercie , ad 
not of ourworkes,nor of anythig in vs,left any 
ma fhoulde boaft himfelf E phef.2,28.And the- 


9 reforelee wicked men rage as they lift we will 
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not be afhamed to confefle always, that oneli¢ 
grace maketh difference betwext vsand the reft 
ofthe world. And further we feare notto afi 
firm, that fuche as fele not that cofort inwardly 
in their cOfcience,ean neuer be thakfull toGod, | 
neither yet willing to be fubie& to his eternall 
counfel , Which 1s the onclie caufe that. thefe 
wicked men mofte vnreuerently do ftorme& 
rage sue that do@rine which they do nog 
vnderftad. But let vs(deare brethren)be aflured; 
that none other doGrine doth eftablihe faith, | 
nor maketh ma humble & thankfull vnto God; 7 
& finally }none other do@rine maketh micares @ 


fullro obey God according to his cémademéty 


but that do@rine only, w hich fo {poileth man of | 


_all power & vertue,} no portion of his faluatié | 


3.Cor.1. 
3.lohn. 4 


10 | 
Ephef.1. 
23 


confifteth within him felf, tothe end that the | 
whole praife of our redemptid may be referred 
to Chrifte Iefus alone who the Father of verie | 
loue hath giuen to death for the deliuerance 


of his bodie,w hichis th e Church, to the which 


he was appointed head before the beginning 
of all rymes.To him therefor with the Father @ 


and holie Goft,be all praife and glorie for euer 


and euer. So beir. 
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THVS B EG LIL N- 
NETH THE. BOOKE .OF 
the aduerfaries of Gods eternal predeftinatio- 


T he firft error of the careles by necefitie. 


a 


“ANSWER. 
W E arenot ignorant , netheryet do ye diflemble, 
w 


hom ye accufe,but how iuitly you term our do- 


di becaus that after we fhal, haue occa 
hy @  com6 with you in that mater.Onely at this prefent I de- 
d: = mand of you with what con{cience can you burden vs 

% withthe odious name of ftoicall necefsitie, which fo of- 


The 
tirft fe- 
dione 


error, and vs careles, at this Lomitto {peak 
ion more largely to 


iy. ® ten moftimpudently ye laye toour charge in this your 
ty mofte yngodlie and confufed worke « feing that no men 
of do more abhorre that deuelifhe opinion and prophane 
@ name then we do? It is cafie to perfuade you as I fuppofe 


that we diflent not fromthe iudgement of the reuerend 


ne | feruant of Chrift Iefus lohn Caluin (whome ye in fkof_ 


od fing and difpite vfe to terme and call our God.) And the- 
1é | reli from hencefurth to put filence to your venemous 
tongues andto caule your impudencie more appere to 
fuch whofe eyes fathan hath not blinded with like pry~ 


h deand malice as in you are more then euident: Iwill — 


faithfully recyte his wordes.and fentences in this behalf 
or | writtenthus in his Chriftian inftitutions. | 


** @ meaning of Gods eternall prouidéce and predeftination 
| odious falfly do calumniate,that it is the Paradox, that is 
doubrfull and hard opinion , of the Stoiks who did af- 
firm that all things chanced and comc to paffe by farall 
or mere necefsitie. The which alHfo was obieéted to faint 


“ 


Cap.14. 


Thofe (faicth he, that ftudieto make this dogtryn Setlio 40 


Libr.ad 


Auguftine. Astouching vs , wedonot willingly debate bonifa.2. 
nor ftriue for wordes , neuerthelesin no cafe admit we Cap.6. 


nor receauc the terme which the Stoikes vfed in latyn & 49° 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS. 


called Fatwm . Afwel becaus it is of the nombre of thofe 
wordes, che prophane and v nprofitable nouitics where- 
of Paul willeth vs to aaoyd , as alfo becaufe that by ha- 
tred Oo; it,our enacmies go about to charge the veritie of § 
God. Astouching :he opinion , we are falily and mali- 
cioufly burdened therewith: tor we iinagin not a necefh 
tie which is conteined within nacure by a perpetnal con~ 
junction of natural caufes, as did the S:oiks , but we af- 
firme and menteine that God is Lord,moderatorand Go 
ucrnor of all things, whom we ath: m to haue determi- 
ned trom the beginning according to his wifdom what 
he wold do,and nov we iay,that he doth execute accors 
cig to his power what fo ever he hath acterminéd. Whe- 
reot we coclude , that not onely the heauen and earth ad 
creatures infenfible, but alfo the coufeles, and the willes | 
of men are gouerned by his prouidence , fothatthey téd & 
and are led to the {cope and end which he hath purpo- 
fed. He precedeth further anfwering the obicctid which 
may be made, faing: what chen, is there nothing done b 
forcune and chance ? lanfwer. That wel and godly it is 
written by Batilius called the great: That fortune and 
adueniure are the wordes of paynims , the fignification 
whereof oght in no wifeto enter in tothe heart of the 
faithfull. For if all profperitie be the benedidtié of God, 
Retraf, aduertiric, his malediction, there remaineth no pla- 
lib.t.cap. ce to fortune in fuch things as cometo mé . And further 
‘ tothe end of that fection he bringeth furth the mynde 
of Auguftine concerning fortune , whereof parchance 
we may after fomwhat {peake. This one fentence is fuf- 
ficient to cSuiét bothe your mafter and you of malicious 
enuie and moft vniuft accufation : for herein doeth not 
onely lohn Caluin,and we all with hin: abhorre from the 
terme of Farum called deftinic but alo from that diabo- 
licall opinion which the Stoikes maintcined. When I 
confider what fhould be the caus that thus malicioufly 
y¢ fhould burdé vs with that which fo planely by word 
and writing we oppugne,] am compelled to fulped, 
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of others , and finally that bothe vice and vertue were all 
= cogither in the pores of the fterres. Againft this peftilent 
y 


® changed : that {terres hauc no power , neither to incline 


@ becaus they do moft perfe@ly aggre with gods infalli- 
We ble worde , we reuerentlye embrace, and conftantly 
belcue: And fo, why that fhuld thus impudent- | 
Uy accufe vs of that which we neuer thoght, wife men Anfwer 
Menay wonder. O fay you, ye takeaway the worde of 

Pscoicall necefsitie , but yer ye affirme the felfe fame 


difference betwext the omnipatent , molte perfect, moft 


pnely inGods fcoole , but alfointhofe artes, in which {6 — 


O F GODS PREDEST. 


either ye vnderftad not the nature of the terme which ye 
lay to our charge,orels that ye haue a further fetch, then 
at the firft ight doth appere. 
We plancly do afhrme,that the opimon of the Stol Storcal 
kes is damnable and fals: for they did place fuch power in yecefitie © 
the fterres and iti theic oppofitions, that impofsible (they 
affirmed ) it was to change or auoyd that which by their 
conftellation and influence was appointed tocome. In fo 
much that they helde, that Iupiter him felt ( whom they 
called the great, and pe rn God ) could neither alter 
nor {top the operation of the fterres and the effectes that © 
fhould folow thereyp6 : and fo they afiirmed,that the mu 
tatids of kigdomes the honors of fome men, the deiedtid 


opinion ftrongly and learnedly difpuceth Auguitinindi «| 5 
uerfe places , but chefely in his fift booke él that worke ? pe ‘. 
intituled of the citie of God : affirmi ng that oncly by the 
prouidence of God are kingdoms erected, mainteisied ad 


man to vertue nor to vice : that fuch blafphemies oght to 
be repelled from the eares of all men . Which fentences, 


an obte- 

hing which they affirmed . Il anfwver: if ye canmake no a 

juft , and immutable will of God , and the oppofition of 
erres, called conftellation , you haue euill profited, nor 


of you wold feme to be fubtill . Dowe affirme , that of 
necefsitie it was , that Pharao after many plagues fu- 
eincd, fhould with his greate hofte be drowned 2 that 
abuchadnezer flould be trasformed into a brute beaft? 

é B.ii 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS. 


that Cyrus fhould firit diftroy Babilon , and after pro- 
a clame libertie to the people of God ( after their long and 
a dolorous captiuitie ) becaufe the influence of the fterres 
did lead themto that end? or do we not rather moft con. | 
ftantly affirm , that the wternall counfel of God, his im- 
mutable decre , and moft holie-wil ( which onely is the + 
mott perfect rule ofall iuftice and equitie ) did bring all 
thefe thinges to pafle by fuch meanes as he had appoin- | 
a ted,and by his Prophetes fore fpoken?But here you ftor- § 
me, crying in your accuftonied furic: Whar is thisels 
4 bur Roicall necefsiti¢ , to make Gods wil the only caufe 


of all thy ngs , be they good of bad? How dullandigno- @ 
al ent. rant you are,if ye can not make differéce betwext Gods Ps 
| will and that necefsitie which the Stoikes mainteaned, @ 
Haq lhaue before touched , and how malicioufly ye impute @ 
vnto ys, wordes and fenrences, whereof ye be neuer able 
conuidt vs, fhall fhortly God willing )be declared. But 
by this I perceaue where the fhoe doeth wring you. If & 
| | Gods wil, his counfel, his prouidence and decre beareru- 
Why the lein the ations of mines lief, then forefee you and fea- 
Anubap. 1, that your free will fhal be broght into bondage : and @ 


f 


myfily fo can y¢ not com firft to the pe rfection of Angels , and & 
keth the in procefle of tyme to the iuftice of Chrifte by the mea- § 
doétryn of RES of your free will. Whether I wrongoufly fufped 
predesti~ you,and fo haue erred in my Own wor: 
nation, fhall after witnes.For feing that we haue planely pro 
 ued,y moft vniuftly and mofte malicioufly ye 


- traduce vs of the vane opinion of the Stoikes,I will pro- 
cede to that which ye call our firft error,after that I haue| 
(for the better inftru€tis of the fimple reader) declared, 
| what we vnderftand by Prefcience, Prouidence,and pr2- 
of deftination , which termes do fo offend you, that ye cai 
| not heare them named. 
Prefcre When we attribute prefcience to God , we vnder- 
ce, — ftad, tharall things haue euer bene and perpetually aby- 
de prefent before his eyes , fo that to his eternall know-| 
ledge nothing is bypaft , nothing to com, but all thingés | 
are prefent , and fo are they prefent that they are not as) 
-concea 
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conceaued imaginations or formes and figures, whereof 
other innumerable thinges procede ( as Plato teacheth 
thatof the form and exemple of one man , manythou- 
fandes of men are fafhioned ) But we fay , that all things 
‘be fo prefent before God , that he doeth contemplat and 
beholde them in their veritie and perfection. And there - 
for itis , that the Propheres often tymes {peak of things 
being yet after tocom , with fuch certentie, as that they 
were alreadiedone. And this prafcience of God do we 
affirm to be extended to the vniuerfall compaffe and cir- 
cuite of the world, yea and ynto euery particuler creatu - 
Gods prouidence we call,that fouerane empire and Proyj « 
fupreme dominiéd, which God alwayes kepeth in the go- 
uernement of all thinges in heauen and earth conteined. 
And thefe two (that is, Prefcience and prouidence)we fo 
attribute to God, that with the Apoitle we fear not to af- 
firme, that in him we haue our being, mouing, and lief: | 
We feare norto affirme,that the way of man is not in his Ioan. 10. 
owne power , but that his foot fteppes ar directed, by the 
-eternall : That the fortes aid lottes ( which appere moft Prouerb. 
fubicét ro fortune )go fo furth by his prouidence : That 4 20. 
Sparro falleth not vpon the ground without our heauen- a 
lie father . And thus we giue not to God only prafcience Prower.16 
by an ydle fight , and a prouidence by ageneral mouing | 
of his creatures (As not only fom Philofophers, bur alfo Matth.10 
mo then isto be wifhed in our daics do)but we attribute 29- 
vnto him fuch a knowledge and prouidence,as is exten- 
ded to euery one of hiscreatures. In which he fo wor- 
_ keth, that willingly they tend and incline to the end, to 
which they are appointed by him. What comfortedo 
the fonnes of God receaue in earneft meditations hereof » 
thistyme will not fuffertointreate. But atone word to 
| finifh , alas to what miferie were we exponed , if we 
ler- fhould be pretest , that fathan and the wicked might 
by-| orcould do any thing , otherwiefe then God hath ap- Deed 


dence. 


ges |  Predeftination ( whereof now this queftion is , we ftinatrd 
— B. iii. 
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22 AGAINST THE ADV ERS. 


call the cternall and immutable decre of God , by the 
+4 : which he hath once determined with him felt, what he 
Bei willhave to be done witheucrie man . For he hath got 
tl created all(as after fhalbe proued )to be of onc condition. 
aq Or if we will haue the definition of Predcitination more 

large: we fay ,thatat is,the moft wife and moft iuft purpo- 
; fe ot God , by the which before all tyme he conftantly 
: hath decreed to cal thofe whom he hath loued in Chrift, 
to the knowledge of him felf and of his fonne Chrift Ie- 
/ {us , that they may be aflured of their adoption by the iu 
{tification of taith,which working in them by charitie,ma 
keth their workes to fhyne before men to the glorie of 
their father, fo that they (made conforme to the image of 
the fonne ot God ) may finally receaue that glorie, which 
is prepared tor the vciiels of mercie . Thefe latrer partes 
(to wit of vocation, iuftification of faith,and of the effec 
of the fame) haue 1 added, for fuch as thik that we imagin 


a8 it fafficient , that we be predeftinare , how wickedly fo 
af cuer we liue . We conftantly athrme the plane contrarie: 
ie To wit, that none liuing wickedly, can haue the afluran- 
€e,that he ispredeftinate to lief eucriaiting . Yea 
.- man and Angell wolde beare record withhim, yet will hi 


_ Own confcience condemne him , vnto fuch tyme as vn- 
feanedly he turne from his wicked conuerfation . Thefe 
termes I thoght good in the beginning to explane, to the 
end that the <n i may the better vnderftand our mea- 
ning in the fame , and thatwe be notafier often copelled 


Ww to repete thé againe. Now to that w ye call the firft error. 
The 
ME fecond God hathe not created all men to be fawed by any manner 
Pe — of meannes , but before the foundation of the world he hath cho- 


{eGo , fen.acerten to faluation which is but a {mall flocke, and the rest 
which be innumerable he hath reprobate and ordeined. to cou- 
demnation. Becaufe fo tt pleafeth him. 

ANSWER. 

They are not onely reputed liers id called fals wit- 
nefles , that boldly and planelie affirme a lie in plane and 
expreffe wordes , but fuch alfo asin reciting the myndes 
of other men, change their meaning by altering their wor 
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OF GODS PREDEST. 38 
: des , by adding more then they fpake, or by dyminifhing 
that which might ¢xplane the thinges that remained obfcu- 
‘re or more fully might expres the minde of the {peakers. 
. And in all theic thre vices are you criminall in this your 
y 


firft accufacion or witnefsing laid againit vs.Por our wor- 
® des yehauealrogether altered: ro chem ye haue added,and 
 fromthé ye haue diminifhed that which ye think may ag- 
rauace and make odicus our caufe . And theretore i fay, 
re are detreftable licrs , and malicious accufers . For 
hereofl appele our writings, be they in lary n, fré 
che, Iralia,or eng! :fh (in fo many togues this mater is writ 
té)if that any ot you be able to brig furth our propofitiés 
f @ in any of thé in chis your forme, ad céreining your whole 
h wordes,! offer co make arista@ié vnto you, (whether ye 
$ © willbyworde or writig) y Lhaue hieghly offended in cal- 
t @ lig you dereftable licrs. But if ye be neuer able tofhew a- — 3 
. @ ny fuch wordes vfed by vs (as plane 1+ is ye be not) thé yd 4 
mafter Caftalio id you borhe are far from y perfcGid (to, 
fpeake no morc bitrerly Ww ye pretéd.For ye are manifeft 
 liers:4d whofe foncs they are called, you can not be igno- 
| rat,accufing mé of that they neucr mét.For thus formeth a 
Caftalio his firft fals accufacion againft Mafter ‘Caluin. 
. Ged hath created to perdition the moft part of the world bythe — 
: naked bare and pure plecfure of bis own wil. And this fame ye 
afirme in mo more impudently patched .fo bothe 
- @& youandhe doaddeto our wordes of your own malicious 
mynd. Thefe fenrences : God hath created the mo§t parte of 
the world , which is an innumerable multitude, to perdicion,o- 
nely becaus it fo pleafed him, you fteall from our wordes, | 
: and — tha: which euer we ioyne whé we make nicn 
tion of gods predeftination , to witr , thathe hath created 
all thiges for his own glorie. That albcit the caufe of gods 
will be inc6prehenfible, fecret,and hid fr6 vs, whé of ¢ fa- 
me mafic he ordeyned fom veficlles to honor, 4d {6 to de- 
ftructid, yet it is mofte iuft,moft holie:4d moft to be reuc- 
renced . Now to ¥ further declaratié afwel of & mynd as of 
your fhameles maliee , I fhall recite fom {ctéces of mafter 
Calui, as doth that god'ie and learned ma Theodorus Be- 
za againft the craftic furmyfe of your maftcr Caftalio. 
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L fay (faieth ohn Caluin ) with Auguftin , that of God 
they were created whom without doute he fore knew tp 
~ goto perdition : and that was {o done becaus fo he wold. 


Why he wold , it apperteineth not to vs to inquire , who 


comprehend it: neither yet is it conucnient , that 

i the will of God fhall difcend and come downe to be de 

-— cided by vs . Of the which fo oft as mention is made vn~ 
iy  derthe name of it, is the fupreme and moft hie rule of iu 


{tice nominated . And further we attirme, that which the 
7_  feripture clearly fheweth, to wit , that God did once by 
7 his erernall and immutable counfel appoint , whom 


he iudgeth worthic of participation of faluation to bea- 
doptate and cholen of his free mercie forno refpect of 


their own dignitie : but whom he giueth to condemna- 
ak tion , tothe fame he fhuteth vp the entres to life by his | 
incomprehenfible iudgement: but yet by that iudgemér, | 
Pe that neither can not may be reproucd. Andin another | 


Deaterna worke . If we be not afhamed faicth he of the Gofpell, it 


Deipre- Dchoueth vs toconfes that which therin is manifeftly. 


deftinatis. taught , that is , that God of his xternall good pleafure, i 


whofe caufe dependeth vpon none other , hath deftinate 
to faluation whom it plealed him,the reft being reiected 
aa | And whom he hath honored with his free adoption, thofe 
| a he illuminateth by his Spirit , that they may receaue the 
His life offered in Chrift : Others by their own will fo rema- 


s ning vnfaithfull,that being deftitute of the light of faith, 
4 they continue in darknes . Alfo that which fain&t Augu- 
ftine writeth : So is the will of God the hiegheft rule of 
hh Inftitw. iuftice , that what fo euer he will in fo far as he willeth ir, 
itisto be holden iuft. Therefor when the queftid is why 
Seét . 14. did God fo7lt is to be anfwered : Becaufe fo he wold. But 


if thow procede afking, why he wold, thow fekeft a thig 
peer and more hie then Gods wil, whichcannot be 
ounde. And after faicth he: We muft cucr returne to the 
pleafure of his will, the caufe whereof is hidde within 
him felf.But to make this mater more euident,I wil] ad- 

| duce 
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 fomtyme he fhould take to faluation , andalfowhom he 
; condemne to deftruétion. We aflirm thofe whom 
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OF GODS PREDEST. 25 
duce one or two places mo , and fo put end tothis your 
forged accufacion for thistyme . In his book whi he 
writeth of the eternal predeftination of God , thus he 
faicth. Albeit that God before the defe&tion of Adam had 
determined for caufes hid to vs , what he was todo , yet 
in {criptures we read nothing to be condemned of him, 
except finne . And foit refteth , that he had iuft caules 
(but hid from vs ) in reieCting a part of men: for he ha- 


teth nor damneth nothing in man, but that which is con 


traric to hisiuftice. Alfo writing vpon Ifaie the 23.chap. Calais 


vponthefe wordes: The Lord of hooftes hath decreed, 


be confidered of vs , that to him we may giue the glori¢ 
and praife of his omnipotécie, for the wiidom and the iu 
{tice of God are to be ioyned with his power , Therefore 
as the {criptures teach vs , that God by his wifdom doth 
this or that, fo do they teach vsa certen end why he doth 
this or that : for the imagination of the abfolute power 
of God which the fcholemen haue inuented,is an execra 
ble blafphemie : for it is afmuch as they, fhould fay , that 
God were atyrant , that appointed things to be done not 
according to equitie but according to his inordinat ap- 


petite. With fuch blafphemics be the feholes repleni- The {chee 
fhed, neither yet differ they fromthe Ethnicks who did les of Pa 
affirme , that God ieftedor did {porte inthe maters of pites full 
men.But we are taught in the {chole of Chrifte, that the of blafphe 
iuftice of God fhyneth in his workes what fo euer they es. 


be, ¥ the mouthes of all men may be ftopped , and glorie 
may be geuento himalonc . And therefor the Prophet * 
rehearfeth iuft caufes of this deftru@tion ( meaning of 
the deftruction of Tyrus ) that we fhall not thinke thar 
God doth any thing withour reafon. Thofe of Tyre were 
ambitious, proude,auaricious,lecherous,& diffolute. 
What ishe fo fimple , which may not now confider 
and ynderftarid, what was your malice and deuilifh inten 


_ Hon , in patching vp this your firft accufation? not the 


[- 
to prophane the pryde ofall the noble ones &c,he faieth, Liab. 
let ys learn of this place, that the prouidenceofGodisto = 
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AGAINST THE ADVER 


zeale of gods glorie, as you falfly pretend: bur the hatred 
which ye haue conceaucd againit them who haue foghe 
your faluation . For if ye had ment any ching fimply , ye 
fhould not haue added that which ye be neuer abic to fhew 
in our writinges:neither yet can yc lautully proue,that we 
haue fpoken the fame in reaioning witnany ot you. We 
(fo taught by the {criprures) with reueréce do athirme,that 
God tor iuft caufes 


in dyuers places affirmeth , Chriftes ticcke tobe the lit- 
le flocke , the nomber to be few , that findcth the wa 


that leadech to life . this notwih{tanding (I fay )we vie @ 
not boldly ,ro pronounce, whether of che nebres fhalbe the @ 
greater, biit wall fobrictic we cxhorte the people c6mit- | 


ted to our charge, nor to folowe y multitude to iniquitie. 


_ For ifthey do, there is no multitude thar can preuale a- 


gainit God. And fo to vs in this behalf ye are greatly iniu 
rious. Burt yet in y fecod parte, your malice is more mani 


feft:for ye burdé vs,that we fhould affirme, that the end of | 


_ the creation of the reprobate,was none other but their eter 


nall perditid. From which calumnie mafter Caluin clearly 
purgeth vs in thefe wordes . All oght to know ( faicth he) 
that which Salomon faicth , v God hath created all for him 


felf,ad the wicked alfo to the euill day. Cdfider id mark, 


. that we (inftruted by the holie Goft ) do firft affirmce, that 


the caufe and end why the reprobate were created , ncither 


was, nor is not, their onlie perdition(as ye burden vs)but 
that the glorie of God muft nedes and fliync in all 
his workes. And fecondarely we teach, that their perdition 


docth fo depend vpon gods predeftinatid ,that the iuft cau 


‘fe and mater of their perditi6 is found within them felues, & 


and that albeit the decre and coiifel of God be“incompre- 


henfible to mens vnderftading , yct ncuertheles it is moft 
| 


jut 


S. 


it ynknowé ad hid to vs, hath re- | 
icéted a parte of men. But you(making no menticn of a- 
ny caufe ) affirmce , that we holde , that he haihcreated the § 
moft part of theworld (which is innumerable) to no other | 
end , butto perdition , in which fhameles lic your malice | 
afleth meafure: For neither dowe rafhly define the nom, 
t of the one nor of the other, howbeit the fcripture 
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@ being remoucd,and that added which of malice ye haue o- 
mitted, hope,that our propotitié fhalbe fo plane and fim- 


'T hofe whome he eleé&ted to faluation, he receaueth of fre 


nitic, but of vndeferued louc gaue thé to his onelie fon 
ep be his inheritice, ad thé in tyme he calleth of purpofe 


iuft and moft holie . And thus haue I foplainely and 
in fo tew wordes as conueniently I could expoundinwhat 
pointes ye are malicious liers, what ye haue added of hat- 7 
red to our wordes , and what ye fuppreilc that the equitie - 
of our caufe fhould notappere tomen . God grant you 
(it his good picafure be ) with greater modeftie to write, 
and with morc humilitie to reafon in thofe hieghe myite- 
rics , which tar furmounz the reatch of mannes capacitie. 
But nowI procede to the preface of your coututation 
which thus beginneth. 
THE ADVERSARIES; 
The confutation of the firft error. | ) The 


To prowe this truc,they can bring furth no teStimonie third fe 


of the worde For there is no fach [aseg in the holie feripture that 

hath ré probate man : But the fentéces which ction, 
they alledge be far fet and forged, cotrarie to the meaning of the 
holie Goft,as God willing it {hal planely appere.And where fori 
pture will not ferue, they patch their tale with vnreafonable rea 
fons, for theire hole intention is contrarie totrwe reafome 

ANSWER. | 

In verie dede, it all were true w ye haue heaped vp in 


- your vniuft accufation , | for my parre, wold nota 


to confeile, that more were affirmed then plane feriptures 
do teach: but your additids which before we haue touched, 


le , thatthe reafonable man(ifhe be godlie,) fhall neither 

acke good reafon nor plane {criptures to confirm the fa- 
me. Albeit that ye are bold to affirme, that we haue neither 
{cripture nor good reafon , and tha: our whole intétion is | 
contrari¢ to true reafon. But now let vs forme ourown +... chief 
propofitids. God in his eternall and immutable counfels pofitiés 
hath once appointed and decreed whom he wold take to ik 
faluati6, 4d alfo he wold leaue in ruyne ad perditio. 


ercie without all refpeé&t had to their own merites or di 


ho as his fhepe obey his voice, ad fo do they attein to ¥ 
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joy of that kingdom which was prepared for them be- 
fore the foundations of the world wer laide . But to tho- 
fe whom he hath decreed to leaue in perdition , is fo 
fhut yp the entric of life , that either they are left conti- 
nually corrupted in their blindnes, orels if grace be offe~ 
red , by them it is oppugned and obitinatly refufed, or if 
it feme to be receaued that abideth but for a ryme onely, 
fothey returne to their blindnes ad croked nature ad 
infidelitie agane,in which finally they iuftly perifhe. 
Becaus the hole cotrouerfie ftandeth inthis whether 
God hath chofé any to licf euerlaftig before the beginig 
of al tymes leuig others in their iuft perditio, or not,my 
purpofe is firft by plane f{criptures to proue the affirmati 


ue,and after in the fame id other {criptures,that 


be adduced , fo planely as I ca to fhew 


by Gods grace fha 


ynto you, what horrible abfurdirie ineuitably foloweth @ 
vpon your error in which ye aflirme, that God hath cho 
fen no man more one then an other. that either your 
blindnes remoued , ye may turne with all humilitieto § 
the cternall fone of the eternall God,againft whom you | 
arm your felues, orels that your damnation may be the | 
more fodayne and iuft, for your refufall of the plaine § 
light offered . That God hath chofen before the founda- § 
tion of the world , witneffeth the Apoftle,faing: Blefled 
F phef-1 be God the Father of our Lord Iefus Chrifte , who hath | 
blefled vs with all fpirituall heauenlie things 


by Chrifte as he hath chofen vs in him before the foun- 


edation of the world was laid that we fhould be holie and § 
twithout blame before him by loue . Here the Apoftle ia} 
bexprefle wordes affirmeth that God hath chofena certei| 


inombre, (for he fpeaketh not to the hole world,) as you 
either ignorantly orels malicioufly do after alledge, but 
to his beloued congregation of Ephefus who with all o- 
had 


the word of lief offered; and with} 
€ reat pacience had continewed in the fame ecuen after thes 
dicparture oftheir Apoftle from them yea after his bodes# 
and imprefonnement. Such I fay doeth the Apoftle affir-§ 
ane that God hath’chofen, and that before the 
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fore all beginning planely proued .. Hene might I brio 


to the good pleafure of his wil 


_affirme thar fo he di 


Chrift lefus,yea if G 


OF GODS PRAED EST. 
of the world were laid: So that we haue Gods clection be- 


furth many places but] hauing refpeét to breuitie 


‘content with this one place. That this hic hath done once 


in his eternal] and immutable coifell without, relpect to 
be had to our merites or workes ( which you. alledge to 


be caufes of Gods election ) witnefleth the fame Apoftle — 


roceding as toloweth: who haeth pesdeRings vs,that he 
ould adoptat vsin children lefus Chrifte according. 
that the glorie of his gra 
ce by the which he hath made ys deare , by that beloued 
may be praifed . In whom we haue redemption and by 
his blood remifsion of finne according to his aboundant 
grace, of the which he hath plentifully poured vpon vs. 
all wifdom and prudence , o one to ys the fecrete of 
his will according to his good pleafure which he purpo- 
fed in him felfto the difpefation of the fulnes of tymes, 
fummarely to reftore all by Chrifte bothe thofe: 
that be in the heauens , and thofe thar be in the earth, by: 
whom we are chofen in a portion or lott, predeftinare ac-. 
cording to the purpofe of him by; whofe power are all thin. 
es made, according to the decree of his will, that we. 
fhould be to the praife of his glorie . Here theholie Go-| 
fte as irwere of fer purpofe, forfcing mannes vnthankful-- 
nes vfeth wordesnot only mofte propre , but alfo moft. 
vehement , and often repeteth the fame,to beat doune afl 
prydé and arrogancie 


thoght as you the Papiftes,do now blafphemoufly 
i 


kes, or faith,in one fentence he fecludeth all which is wit- 


hout Chrifte [efus and withouthim felf, fayeng: hehath 


predeftinate vs to adoptate ysin children by Chrifte le- 
fusin him felf, to the good pleafure of his will. 
the Father, his xternal! codfel, 


his decree and purpofe , be other then our worthines , our 
_ faith , our quali-ie, er our good workes, then neither for 


man tOarrogate any 
thing tohim felf inthe mater of his faluation. He firft 
faieth : God hath predeftinate . And left ¥ fom might haue - 


n ref{pecte of our worthines,of 
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thé nor in refpeét of any of them were we chofen to lyfe. 
For plainly he affirmech that by Chrifte in him felfaccor 
ding to his good pleafure which he had purpofed in him 
felt, were we adoptate to be children yea and chat accor- 
ding to the purpole and decre of his will. Here you 
the fame and mo wordes then we vied. For here are thofe 


wordes:the purpofe of his good will, that he hath purpo- 


fed in him ielf co predeftinare and adoprate vs in childré. 


which wordes do motft liucly expretle that which we afir 
mc . But yet perchance y¢ lacke the proote of this parte,’ 


that God in his immutable coufell hath once chofen. For 
after,I perceaue, y this docth much offend you . Itruftye 
will not reie& the teitimonie of § . lames, for ye feme v- 
po his wordes much to lea. And he faicth, that wat ey 

eFa 


and perfeét gift is frome aboue, difcending frome 


ther of light , with whom there is no variablenes , neither 
fhaddowing by turning ,he hath(faieth he of his owne will 
begotten vs by the worde of veritie. If with God, as he af- 
firmeth , there be no variablenes, then mutt his counfell 
be immutable . Ifin him there be not , now darckses and 


now light , but that as he dwelleth in the light which is inac 


cefsible , fo are and cuer haue ben all thinges prefent in 


his fight. Then in his eternal! counfell there falleth nei- 


ther ignorance nor repentance : and fo what he once de- 
creed , that he faithfully will perfourme to the praife of 
his own glorie.But if ye will not admit my reafons, then 
muft | bring vnto you plain {criptures . That God hath 
chofen before the foundations of the world, that he hath 
predeftinate, purpofed,and decreed, to adoptate vs in chil 
dré,is befor proued . The Prophet Ifaiah from the fortie 
chapter of his prophecie to the éd of the fame , intreateth 
chefely thefe two atgumétes, vpon the one part to céfort 
the afflicted , and difpifed church ( which then was fore 
opprefied and afterwastobe led captiue to Baby!on.) 
Vpon the other part to threaten iuft vengeance afwell 


vponthe contemners of grace offered , as alfo vponthe 
cruel 
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from them. They wereas dead carions, buried in dif- 
ration , againft the which the Prophet continually 
ighteth , calling them frome the ‘contemplation of the 
prefent miferics , and frome the fight of fuch impedi- 
ments as co them appered to ftop their libertie,to the in- 
fallible promes of God, and to his’counfell, which he af- 
firmeth to be conftant, and tohis loue which is immuta- 
ble. And therefor fo often doeth he repete : It is I the e- 
ternall , who hath created the heauens, and hath laid the 
™ foundations of the carth: ItisI, [cis I, that will do it for 
@ my ownnames fake. I will eftablith the word of my fer- 
uit (he meaneth,ofIfaiah and of his other Prophetes, w- 
> ho in his name promifed delyuerance to the people. and 
© I wiil perfourm the counfellofmy mefsingers. I fay to 
By lecrufalem be thow inhabited , and to the walles of Zion 
m@ be you builded. By thefe and many other places the Pro- 
phete traualed co lift vp the from the pitt of def 


peration in which they were to fall by reafon of their gre 


m uous calamitie and long captiuitie , and that he might 
with more efficacic periuade the fame, he bringeththem 


=) to the league made with Abraham,to the remem- 
© brance of their wonderful deliuerance out of Egipt: and 
© tothe lenitie of God which their Fathers had tound at 
®) alltymes. But in vane had all his labour ben if gods 
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cruel ennemy . The eftate ofthe churche was fuch, thas 
althope of libertie, redemption,and comfort was taken 


4 


@ counfell , decre , and purpofe had ben changeable . For . 
cafily they might haue obieéted : to what vfe fer- 


we ucth vs the promes made to Abraham, or the kynd - 


Se nes of God which our fore fathers rafted 2? We haue 


refufed God and therefor hath he refufed and reieéted 
vs , he hath broken his league and couenant with vs. 
But again all thefe-defperate voices , and againft 
your blafphemous error, who affirme that gods co - 
unfell and purpofe changeth , as man docth , figh- 
mateth and preuailleth the Prophete , Saing: My co~ 


4 
# 
- 
“ 
+ 
‘ 


Yaiah 55. 


Vsiah.5 4 


The con- 
flancte of 
Gods pro- 


mes. 


t Z 


335 AGAINST THE.ADVERS 


gitations are not your cogitations, neither are your waieg 
my wayes(faicth the eternall). But like as the heauensare 
hyer then the earth fo do my wayes excell your waies,and 
my thoghtes your thoghtes . And the word y paffeth furch 
of my mouth, fhall not returne voyd to me . Burit fhalf 


do what fo cuer I will(note and giue glorie to God) and ig 


fhall profper in thofe thinges to the which I haue fenrity | 
I ri not but that the godlie reader doeth clearly fe the | 
mynd of the Prophete ae , torebuke the vanitie of the 
Iewcs beleuing gods counfelles , couenant and lous, 


fubie& to fuch mutabilitie as they them felues were | 


in there counfelles loue , and promifes . Butthe Propher § 


maketh fo much difference betwext the one and the 


other as’ is betwext the heaucn the carthe , and 
doth further affirme , that as thedewe and rayne do not ’ 
l 

f 


- falland come downe in vance; fo fhall not the word 7 


which God fpeaketh ( which is of more excellécie then 

creatures ) lack his effeét : bur it fhall worke the willof 
God,and fhall profper as he hath appointed it,and that bes 5 y 
caus itis God who hath {poken that , which was purpoles 
in his erernall and immutable counfell before all rymes, Be ¢ 
Vpon this ground and foundation(that is vpon Gods im- Hy 
mutable loue and counfell) buildeth the Prophet the falua 7 
tion and delyuerance of the churche , as more planely hey, 
{peaketh in hele wordes : For this fhalbe to meas the war 7 
ters of Noah: for as I hane fworne , that the waters of Noah 39 w 
fhal! no more ouergo the earth, fo haue I {worne,that I 
not be angrie at the neither yet rebuke thee : Rather fhall § 
the mountanes leaue their place, and the hilles fhake, thea § 


that my goodnes fhall leaue thee , or that the coucnanra & 


na 

my peace fhall wauer (faicth the erernall, who hath compa an 
fion vpon thee). Which only onc place is fufficient to pro fe! 
ue,what fo euer we haue affirmed, that is,that gods coufelh T. 
loue , and goodnes , towardes his churche, is immutable wa 
For the example and the fimilitude which he bringcthig@® th 
arc moft plane and cuident. The waters hauc neuer vnive em 
fally ouer flowé the carth, fynce the dayes of Noah to 


made his couenant to the contrarie , and yet no les ini] 
quiti 
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quitic (yea greter) hath reigned in all aeges fynce »then 
betode WW hat is thé the caufethat the itke.or greater 
vengeance is not taken? The certenti¢ nordoubt of his 
he hath made'to his curche in Chritte Ie- 


tus his onclie welbeloued. The montanes we fein all té- 


pettes and ftormes do kepe their place,they:do not flitre, 
neither yet are they fhaken with the vehemencie of win 
des . Butif they fhould ( faieth the eternall) my goodnes 
fhall not leaue thee ( 6 mercie without meafure) neither 
fhall the couenant of my peace fhake nor wauer.. Thus 
I fuppofe,that the godlie reader doth perceaue idfe, that 
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we lack not fcripture(as ye affirme)to proue,that gods lo - 
ue and counfell rowardes his eleét is ftable ,and that be- 


caufe itis grounded ypon him felf and not vpon vs , as, 
(to your codemnation, if by rymes ye repent not)ye falf 
‘ ly imagin. But yet left that ye fhall complain that thefe 
criptures be not plane ynough, I will bring in yet one, 
and foend this parte : Heare me 6 houfe of lacob, and all 
you refidue of the houfe of Ifrael , who are borne of me 
=) fromethe woinbe , and borne of me from the birth : and 
= cucntothe aege I am he (the fame God) and cuen to the 
whyte heares fhal bear, I haue done, ad I fhall bear,yea 
I fhall bear and deliuer. What wordes can be more vehe- 
ment and more plaine to prouc, that the loue of God can 
© neuer change from his elect? For tharis his conclufion 
@ which he collected vpon the former partes, Saing, I fhall 
obear,and [ fhall delyucr . And why ? becaufe I have born 
Is this a good reafon: that God fhall delyuer becau- 
e that he har 
nabapritt, ic femeth good to the holie Goft . And Dauid 
and Iob did with the like remembrance: comforte them 
 felues in their tribulations .. The one faying, 
® Thowart he that haft drawen me furth of my mothers 
wombe. Inthce haueltrufted hanging vpon my mo- 
thersbreaftes : vpon the was I cat from the birth: frome 
my mothers wombe thow art my God. In thefe wordes 


Ifaia. 46. 


once born?How fo euer it feme to the A- 


Pfal.at. 


Dauid did arme him felfe againft the horrib'e tentations, . 


which did affault him in thofe mofte greuous perfecutids 
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34 AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
which vnder Saul he fufteined.For fo not that Pfal. 
me be interpreted of Chrifte and his pafsion, that Dauid | 
had no porti6 of it: by the which when to his own ae. > 
ment and tothe iudgement of all men alfo, he apperedito | 
hauc ben oppreiied , he gathered new aren rm com. | 
fort by § benefits of God, which before he had receaued, } 
And fo he concludeth here: that art the authorof § 
my life, thow that didit norith and preferue me euen ia 
the mideft of darknes , wilt continue my God ftill and fa | 
fhalt thow deliner me. What is the reafon of this conclu. | 
fion? Dauidhim felt doth ex — itfaying: O Lordthyj 
mercic is eucrlafting , thow {halt not leaue the workesof 
sea thyne hades. In which wordes Dauid frome the mideftof 9 
troubles is liftvpto the contemplation of gods nature: 7 
who as he chuafeth 


of fre mercie and beftoweth his giftes 7 
vpon his children, before that either they can deferue the © 
know them, fo dothhe continue the fame mofte 
conitantly to the end vnto the membres of Chriftes bo- 7 
die , and vpon this fame ground alone ftayed the faith of © 
lob in his moftextreme anguifhe for inthefe wordes he % 
docth as it were complayneto God. Thy handes haue ma § 
de me , and facioned me wholy round aboute and wilt 9 
thow deftroy me. Remember I pray the that thow haft 
fafhioned meas the-Potter doth his clay , and wilt thou & 
bring me into duft againe? Haft thou not poured me oute 7 
as milk and turned me tocruddes like chefe . Thou haft 7 
clothed me with fkinne ad fiefh and ioyned me together 
with bones and fynewes . Thou haft giuen me life and 
race and thy vifitatié hath preferued my f{pirite. Thogh 
thou haft hid thefe things in thyne heart I know that it is BY 
fo with the-Here it is plain,that Iob fighteth againft def- 4 
peration which vehemently did aflaut him by reafon of @ fh 
his paines intolerable. And in his bartell he apprehédeth @ 
_ this holde: God hath begon to fhew mercie vnto mew 
which in many things I haue felt , and I {till depend and § § 
_ hang vpon the fame , therefor my God may not difpy 
_theworkes ofhis handes. And fo farre procedeth hein 
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this difpuration, till that he maketh this c6clufion (which 
God atter did approue. )I know (faieth Iob) 
uenger liveth , whom | fhall fe, yea mynejeis fhal fe him, 
and none other. V pon what ground I fay did this faith of 
lob ftand : No doubt vpon this, that gods counfell is fta- 
ble, and that his louc is immutable towardes fuchas on- 
ce he had taken into his fauegarde . And if ye doubr that 
this is rather our colle€tion then the plaine fentence of 
the holie Goft , conferre oure propofition with the for- 
mer wordes of Ifaiah, and let it be iudged by them . And 
if that yetye crye that we haue broght furth no plaine 
{cripture affirming that the counfell of God is immuta- 


ble, then heare what the fame Prophete faieth . It is 1( fai- 


eth he( that frome the beginning fhew the things that be 
lait and from the beginning thole thinges that be not do- 


 ne.It isI that dofpeak and my counfell is ftable . and 
what foeuerl will,thar Ido. Confider and beholde 


thatthe Prophet affirmeth the counfell of God to be fta- 
ble , yea tobe fo immutable , that neither could the ty-- 
ranny ofthe ennemies neither yet the former finnes of 
the yet their prefent vnthankfulnes ftop- 
pe God from fhewing his mercie . Becaus that his infini- 


te goodnes founde awaye euen in the midéft of death 
to manitfeft his own glorie. Suchas by malice be nor 


lfaia. 46. 


alrogither blinded , hauing any exercile in the fcrip- | 


ptures of God , may eafely perceaue , that I haue wre-. 


fted no parte of the Prophetes mynde’. For continual- 


; ly one thing doth he beat in@heir cares , to witt , that 


God will fhew mercie , willdeliuer , and will be Saui- _ 


= our vnto them for his Names fake for his promes ma- 


de to Abraham , and for the glorie of him felf . But now 
fhortly let vs heare two or three places of the new te- 
ftament fpoken to the fame purpofe , and fo let vs put 
end to this part . Our mafter Chrift Iefus plainely af- 
firmeth , that all which the father gaue him, fhoulde co- 
me vnto him, pronouncing that who focuer cometh he 


wold nor caft him furth , but will rayfe him vp and giue tobo.6- 
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him life.. For this(faieth ni the will of the Father thar 
hath fent me ; thatI fhall lofe nothing of all thofe which 
the Father hath giuen to me,but that I might eye 
vp in the la{t day.for this is the will of him that hath fear 
me , that all that feeth the Sonne and beleucth in him; 
may hauc life eucrlafting.Of thofe wordes of our matter, 


itis cuident , firft that the Father hath geuen fome to the 


Sonne Chriite lefus , yea and alfo that tome be , that are’ | 
not yiuen.But of that after. And fecundarely that it beho | 
ucth the fame to come vnto him, for fo he atfirmeth fay- § 
ig. All that my father gaue vnto me, fhall come vnto me. 
Fic leaucth it not in doubr , but planely affirmeth they @ 
fhall come . Thirdly the end ad fruicte of the commig is 7% 
exprefled:to witt,y they obreine lite cuerlafting. Which 7 


to them that of che father are giuen and ofthe Sonne re- 4 
ceaued,is fo fure,that Chrifte lefus him felf pronoaceth, 


y oute of his handes is none able to plucke them 
Plaine itis , that the counfell of God 1s ftable and his lo- e 


ue immutable towardes his elect, becaus(al other condi- 7 
tions {et aparte ) Chrifte affirmeth , thatthe life euerla- 7 


to thé that are giucn by God, and recea- 
ued by him in protectionand faucgarde . But more pla-; @ 
nely doth he fpeake in that his folemne praier : for after § 


that by diuers meanes he had cdforted the forowfull bear 7 
tes of his difciples, he giueth comfort to the whole chur-, Fy 
che: Affirming, that he did not pray onely for thofe that 


there were prefent with him, bur alfofor allthofe that WH 
fhould afier beleue(by their preaching)in him. Thefe § 


wordes he added for our finguler comforte : I haue giué Pe] 


vnto them the glorie which thow haft geuen to me, that, @ 
they may be one as we are one, | in them id thow inme, | 
that they may be made perfecte in one, ad thaz the world § 
may know, v thow haft fent me ad } thou haft loued thé § 
as thow haft loued me . O that oure heartes coulde wit- | 


—hout contradiG@ié embrafe thefe wordes: for thé W humi 


litie fhoulde we proftrate oure felues before oure God,ad % 

with vnfeined teares giue thanks for his mercie. Three § 

things in thefe wordes are to be obferued ; firft that the | 
fame § 
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one.linthem id thowin me,that they may be made 


x Lord ,for 
| canleauethe humanitie at any tyme. how bitter that e- 


OF GODS PREDEST. 
‘fame glorie which God the Father hath giué to his Son~ 
ne, the fame hath he giuen to fuch as beleuc in him : not 
thareither Chriit Iefus had then the full glorie,as he was 


man (for as yet he had not ouercome the death)neither y 


his ele€t at any tyme inthis life can atreine to the frui- 
tion of the fame , bur that the one was as aflured ingods 
immutable counfell as was the other. For as the head 


fhoulde ouercome the bitter death,and fo triumphe ouer 


{athan the authour thereof, fo fhould his membres in the 
tyme appoited,as he doth further exprefle, fayinge:I wil 
(F ather) that where, that I am, there alfo be thofe which 
thou haft giuen vnto me, that they wea? fe my gloric. 
The fecond is that fo ftreit and nereis the coniunéction 
and vnion betwext Chrift lefus and his membres , that 


_ they muft be one, and neuer can be feperated. For fo did 


Chrifte pray, Saing : T haz they all may-be one, as we are 


fete inone . Let the coniun€tion be diligently marked: 
for much it ferueth to our. comfort . As the Godhead is 
infeparably ioined with the humanitic in Chrift Iefus our 

he one that is the God head , neither could nor 


uer the ftormes appeared: fo cd nor C hrift Iefus leauc his 
dear {poufe the Curch , neither yet any trew membre of 


«the fame-For that he includeth vnder the generall word 
(all)for any accidét, how horrible that euer it be, that 
mcto paffe in their life. And albeit that this appere ftra- 


ge , and alfo a do@trine that may feme to giue liberti¢e to 
nne, yetmay not the children of God be defrauded of 
their fode, becaus that dogges will abufe the fame. But 
of this we fhall(God willing )after fpeak. The third thing 
to be noted, is that the loue of God towardes his'eleé& gi - 
uen to Chrifte is immutable . For Chrift purteth it in e- 
quall ballance with the loue by the which his Father lo- 
ued him . Not that I wold any man fhould fo vnderftand 
me, as that I placed any man in equall dignitie and gloric 
with Chrifte lefus touchig his office. No that muft be re- 
_ ferued wholly and onely to him felt: that he isthe one- 
Gui 
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lic beloucd , in whom all the reft arc beloued: that he is the 
head, tharonely geucth lite to che bodice: and that he is the 
foucranc prince, betore whom ali knee fhall bowe ., Burk 
meanc, thatas the loue ot Gad the Father was cuer ¢on- 


ftant towardeshis dcare Sonne , fo is it aifo towardes the | 


membres of his bodie , yca cucn when chey are ignorant 
and enemies ynto him,as the apoitle witnelleth :aig:G 


{pecially commendeth his louc towardes vs , thatw nh we A 
were finners, Chrift died for vs:much more being iu- | 


ftified now by his blood,we fhall be faued by him from w- 


rath . For ifwhen we were enemies we were reconciled to 4 
God by the death of his Sonne , much more we being rey § 


conciled fhall be faued by his life. To fome,thefe wordes 
mayc appere cOtrary to oure purpofe , for they make mé 


tion of a reconciliation, which is nor made, bur where thee 7% 


re is enemitie and diffention . But 1f they be righteoufly 


confidered they fhall moft cuidétly proue that whichwe 
atlirmé¢, which is , that God loued the membres of Chri- § 


{tes bodice , euen when they are ignorant , when they by 
them f{elues are vnworthic and cancmies . Por this is his 


firit propofition, that we being iuftificd by faith, haue pear | | 
ce with God by our Lord Icfus Chrift . Where he maketh . 


mention of peace , he putreth vs in niynde of the diflen- 


fionand warre whichwas betwext gods iuftice and oure © 


finnes. This enemitie( faiethhe ) is takenaway,and we 
haue obreined peace . And leit that this comforte fhoulde 
fodenly euanifh , or els that men fhoulde nor depely. 
wey it, he bringeth vs tothe eternall loue of God , afiir- 
ming that God loued.vs when we, were weake ... Where 
we muft obferue,that the apoftle {peaketh nox v niuerfal- 


ly ofall men, burof fuch as were and fhoulde be iuftified 


by faith , and had the loue of God poured in to their hear- 
tcs by the holie Goft which was giuen vnto them. To fuch 
faieth he. if God did louc vs when we were weake and his 
ennemies , muche more muft he loue vs when we are re- 
conciled , and begin in faith to call him father . The A- 
poftle afiirmeth , that oure reconciliation proceded. from 
g0dsJouc : which thing fainé Iohan more planely docth 


witnes 
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witnes in thefe wordes : In this appereth the loue of God 


towardes vs, that God hath fent furth his onely Sonne in-. 


to the world that we.fhould liuc by him,.In this I fay is lo- 
ue,not that we loued God, but that he loued vs, and hath 
fent his Sonne the propitiation for our finnes.. fo that bo- 
the thofe apoftles in plaine wordes do {peake , thar which 
before I haue affirmed to witte, that God lqued the mem- 


‘ 


4 


bres of Chrift Iefus eucn when they were enemies afwell. 


touching thcir knowledge and apprehenfion, as alfo tou- 


> 1 ching the corruption of their naturc, whichwas,notrege- 
7 nerate.. And fo { conclude as before , that the loue of God. 
towardes his cleéteis ftable and immutable , as itwhich. 
beginneth not in tyme, neither dependcth vpon our wor- 


thines or dignitie : which truethis contrarie to that which 


- I perceaue ye holde. and. affirme.Thus far(I rrpft)we haue 
Wiufficiently proued , andthat by plain {cripcures , and by | 


Beno patched varcafonable reafons (asthe author of your 


booke accufeth vs That God hath his electe, whomin 
Chrift lefus he hath chofen , and that of decreed purpofe, 
togiuc them life. Which purpofe,counfell,andlouc of 
God is fure ftable,and immutable. Now refteth.to proue, 
that God hath reief&ted fome,and alfo to note the abfurdi- 
ties which folow vpon your do¢trine,and fo fhallI notbe 
= compelled after in the difcourfe to {pende tyme and tra- 
to confure yourjerror. 


father? Hath not one God madevs? And we are the 
itil. 


THE ADVERSARITED 
hath to all his fenfible creatures a naturallinclina 
tion té lowe their birthes , then doth God alfo lone bis birthe as he 
faieth ,fhall camfe other to beare and fhall not I alfa beare? Ly- 
kewife [hall God make other to lowe their birthes, 4d he not lowe 


. That God hath reprobated any , apperethto you 
Pe horrible. Yea and ye affirme, God to be more cruelithen 
@ any wild beat ,iffohedid. For thus yewritte in your 
bookeasfoloweth.! hot 


The 
fourth 
{e@tion, 


his own birthe? Max is the birthe and child of God created to his. 


own image ad fimilitude ( as the Prophet faith bane we not al one 
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40 
‘man . Thendid henot , and caftaway man afore be | 


ments and iuftice a great depe(as Dauid affirmeth,and ia" 


AGANST THE DVERS: | 
generation of God .\Wherfure God loweth his own birthe,thatig | 


was. For that were a profe that he hated and abhorred his own" 
birthe aboue ail other . Now there isno wild beaft, much les anys 
man which wold bring furthe ther birth to deftruétion . How | 
much lesthew becometh it the coodnes of God to’ make ad bring? 
furth like to his own image and fmibtude “ynto 


How bolde, how fhameles , and how blafphempus? § 
thou declareft thy felf (I fpeak tothee ad thy copagnion# § 
that colleétcd thefe blafphemiestfhali fhortly appere'afi 
ter that I haue by gods grace with fimplt perfpicuitiede~’ § 
Ttewitischarto the naturall man nothing 
reth more abftirde, nor more repugnat'to good rcafon(as' 
men tern it\}then thacall fhalldepend vpon gods wilkand' 
appointment. fet fo think they ; that God can‘not 
th e fufpition of iniuftice, yea they he can not be'puf’ . 
ged nor made malict and crucltie. But fuch a 
entryng within them {elf do but in a parte confider what’ 
is their own condition, what is there ignorance, and how’ @ 
far they areinferiour to angels in knowled® 
ge, to his holie angels (I fay chat-be mioft obedient and? 
continually ftand before his face’, and yet neuertheles do’ 
couer their faces , and of verey reuerence neither darre. 
nor will rafhly behold the brightnes of his glorie. If fur-’ % 
ther We fhall cdfider as in God, his wifdom, his powers! 
his goodnes and mercic are infinite, fo are his iudgemet! 
and tuftice(inthe fe!f moft righteous) incomprehenfible § 
to the dulnes of our wittes. For as his wifdom and power § 
far furmounte ail that we can imagin , fo are his iudge- § 


the booke of lob , is planely defcribed )ableto fwallowe! @ 
vpand-vtterly to cofounde all our fenfes . Alas, fhallty 7 
whofe corporall eic is fo feb'e 2nd -weak , that dire€tly it’ 
can not behold the fon which is avifib'e creature but’ @ 
that it fhajl be blided ad dafylled:fhall 1 fay, dire&t the 

= 


Pee 
ate 
be: 
5 
é a 
ray 
z 
i 
$e) 
3 
4 
4 
* 
i 
4 . 
a 
b 
| 
i 
| 
= 
ag 
‘ 
2 


OF GODS PRAEDEST.. 


cie of my mynde(corrupted by finneto meafure andr6™"" 

rehéde the brightnes ot his iuftice, who dwellech inthe 
light inaccefsible man couldeimpofe or preferibeto: 
God 2 law id meafure of wifd6, power,mercie,ad good~ 
nes, fo¥ none of thé fhould otherwife be in his eternall 
God heade,thé mi could vnderftad Sapproue: th€fome 
apperance might they haueto bring hisiuftice(whichis: 
no les infinite and incomprehentiblethen the others) vm 
the cenfure and examination of thtiriudgementand 
reafon . But what boldc and foolifh prefumption is this? 
that man , who knoweth not fally what liech within his’ 
heart, fhall without all reucrence enter toiudgethe 
fecrete myfterics , the full knowledge whereof doeth o-' 
nely.abyde inthe ecernall God That 

he fhall p 


- 


ronounce: this can not be iuft, becaus we do nei? 
cher fe nor vnderftand the caufe of the iuftice. God 
unt vs greater humilitie, more reuerence and fear(which’ 
dO righteoufly is called the beginning of wifdom)thea that: 


forafhly and proudly we fhall prefume to damne*shat | 

thar-maledi€tion pronoiced by Ifaiah fall vpé vs, ‘where! 

he faieth Wo him that is maker,’ 
the veffel of claic with the potters. Doth the clay Rvto 
the potter, what makeft thow? and thy work hath no han’ 
des,wo be to him chat faieth to his fatherwhat fhalt thow 


| Tthoght expedient briefly to admonifhethe; 
godlietcader ; before I did enter into plane barrell with: 
the aduerfarie. Befeching further fuch as do noterrein' 
i thisarticle of fet purpofe and malice but rather of igno=' 
rance and fimplicitie , not to be offended , asthoghT'did' 
ftomack againftthem , if at any tyme! fFall handle'the 
impudent writer or collector of this booke ( whofe ‘rias 
ture is better knowen vnto me then vnto many of thémy 

according to his malicious frowardnes : But now fhortly 
the mater: The propoficion and conclufion of this:wti- 
tcr are borhe’one:to witte, God hath not reiefted nor reprobs 
ted anie man . His reafons and argumentes (as the reader 
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AGAINST THE ADVER 


may perceauc) are: that were againft the nature of God, W | 

others to beare ad therefor he | 

The fay- *h-And fo bringing bis argumét fr6 this fimilitude: Ge: 
maleeth beaftes lone their birthes:thercfor heloweth bis 
_ almen are the birthes of God. For God is the father of 
mous mow areal mé borne. Therefor be loweth all mé.\f he loneth the) 
the that (houlde declare, that he bated and: © 
, and were more cruell then.a wilde,beaSt « Thefebe: 

thy arguméts,(blafphemous mouth)in anfwerig whereta § 

if  fhall feme to excede modettie, let the godhie cofider,: 

that thy horrible blafphemies are intolerable . And 

call the heauen and earthe , the infenfible creatures, and) 

the iudgement of rcafonable men to witnes with meshow! | 

beattly be thy cogitations of the cternall God head:whea; 

thou bieft.God must loue his birthes becaus he hath ginen ana 

turall inclination to all beastes to lowe their It thy reas: @ 
fon be good , then muft God forget fome of his birthes: @% 


~ 


| 

| 

< 
re 


in their youth, and reieéte all care of thé . For that fame 

nature giueth God to fom fowles , as ¥ book of lob doth: 

witnes in thefe wordes( {peaking of the Eftrich ) which 
leb.39. leaueth hisegges in the earthand maketh them hote id 


the duft, ad torgerteth that the foote might featrer them! § 
or that the wilde beaft might breake them . He fheweth 7 
him felf cruell vnto his young ones as they were.not hif | 
and is withoute feare as ifhe traualed in vain. For God | 
hath — him of wifdome and hath geuen himag } 

parte of vnderftanding Ifthy rcafon I fay be good,God 
muft loue his birth , becaufe he caufeth all other beaftes @ 
loue their birthes. Then I fay, it mutt alfo folow God 
fhall forgetc, and hardly intreat fom, for fuch nature and 


ae 


= 


the melination hath he giuen to fom of his creatures 
aduerfery proued. I do mean(thow wilt fay) oflouc onely: 
will faye ut the {cripture ( which either ignorantly , orels malix 

Cioufly thow corrupteft) declareth the contrarie for thow’ 


wiltmake God to beare , becaufe he caufeth others 00 @ 
beare . That {cripture. I fay thow doeft peruerte , as thow 
docft all the reft . For what the Prophete of God applies ar 
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OF GODS PREDEST. 48 
to the miraculous reftauration ofthe churchwhiche then 


was afflicted , that thow alledge co make God 
hauc like affections with brute beaftes . And that neither: 


thou nor any other fhall haue occafion to réporte ; that 
 Laccufe the wrongtully. I will recite the hole wordes of 
the Prophete, who thus fpeaketh : Before fhe hath traue-. 
led of child birth fhe hath 
re come, fhe broght furth aman , who hath heard the li- 
ke? or who hath fene the like vnto this? was ¥ earth buil 
'ded( he meancth fet in order ) in one day? was there euer. 
nation borne at once , and yet Zion hath traualed of 
Wa child birth , and at once bath fhe broght furth hir chil- 
Medren, he addeth the caufe of this fupernaturall multipli- 
Pacation and felicitie, Saying : fhallMl bring to a firait? and 
Shall I not caufe to bear? fayeth the eternall ? thall caufe 
Mo beare ad fhall)make reftraite faith thy God, They are: 
ore then b!ynd which do not fe, that God in thefe wor- 
hath neither refpect torhe naturall inclination of 
Meocaics, neither yet to any common loue that he bea- 
eth to his creatures. But tothat incomprehenfible and 
Wey nchangeable loue which he beareth to his. churche: 
@ethe mulciplication , the ioy and felicitie whereof, he 
Mewill at once bring furth in fuch fort that his elect fhall 
@epcucr remember to their greif that they fulteined any 
Pepalsion or painc : Let the indifferent reader compare 
PPhis interpretation with the plane wordes of the Prophe- 
and fo let thy {elf how irreuerently. thow 
abufe the mofte confortable wordes of the holic 
cftablith thy error Bur let it be, thatthow didf 
Mnecan of lonc , and of no affection els, Art thow be- 


2 


God , to'the law, .lymites and boundes of natu- 
Nec? To fpeake the matcr more plancly.1I afk of the 
Dirt if chow wilt denice the loue of God to be perfecte 
meecxcept that he do for all maner of men that whiche 
Sepcaltes naturally do for their birthes. Secondarely if 
PPhow filchie earth dareft burden God in his prefence with 


borne , and before that dolou- | 


ume fo bolde , and impudenr, that thow darreft fub. © 
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44 AGAINST THE ADV 

crucltic)as now thow doeft in thy blind raige,if he hath 
not created and made all men of equall eftate condition 
and dignitie . Thirdly if thow fhale ftand in iudgement, 
and lay iniuftice to his ifhe fhew mercie to who f 
@ he wall,and alfo indurate id make hard who hewill. For 
The wor Alithefe chre-, willl plancly proue, that God doeth , fir 

lke V he doth not for his dearett children to our iudgement, 
that which beaftes naturally do for their birthes , I truff 
4. fubiet#to thy felt cafely contes. For the T ygar, the bear, the 
Lyon and others do fo tender their whelpes , that cuch 

ee q gainft the ftrength of man(were he neuer fo valiant) 
will they fight tor defence of their young ones, but we 
ae! fe that God comonly doth fo permit his deareft children 9 

ay to the cruel appetites Bf the moft wicked men , that fora 7a 
7 RE feafon heappereth to haue forgotten them , and to haue 33; 
| turned his face and countenance frome them . And fhall 9 
we therefor think , that gods louc is not perfect or thay . 


his power is diminifhed or his good will towardes his chil 9%, 
The reafo dré chagediGod forbid. But this fay you doth not offend % ma, 
of Anaba but that Godfhould reprobat any man whom he created tone, 
pristes. own image and fimiliwude that we not beare for it 
to his lone and iuStice. Well of your firtt reafon whie al: 

Anfwer. dtawe trome nature,] fuppofe we hauc obteined that 
is not boii in all things to folow the naturalll lotre Of 7%, 

Thead- creatures. For he doeth often fuffer , (and I yew 
werfarie NOt fay that he is enforced fo todo deareft 
falfly and Mott cruelly to be handled , which no beaft willingly wil BR, 
ynrene- 40.Now let vs wey your feconde reafon.man fayeth you 
rétly alled book isthe birthe , and child of God created to his own He fc 
geth this and fimilitud (as the Prophet faieth ) wherefor God loneth 
word ma) Then did he not reprobate and ¢aSt away 
birth manafore he was for that were a proof that he hated and 
horred . Omitting your ignorance by the} 
Anfwer . ye applic generally to all men thofes promeffes 
Malac.2. the Prophete Malachie fpake to the people of God’, Leman: 
it be granted ynto you that as all men were created # ina 
Adam , fo God fom maner of way is their father what Wik = 91. 


or can ye thereof conclude . That God loucth all fay yous fo 
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OF GODS PREDEST. 


If you vnderftand and affirme that equally God loueth all 

becaus all were created by him’, the common experience 

Ad the diucrfitie of gods giftes fhall reproue your vanitie. 

© for vnto one man we {ee greater giftes giuen then vnto o- 

@ ther, fom we {fe verteoufe and others giuento nothing but 

Peto iniquitic.1f you fay , he loueth them in that he offereth 

nto the his grace which when they refufe , then beginneth 
Behe to hate them , you haue proued nothing of your intent, 

PO and further the plain {criprure confuteth this your error. 
Whand firft I fay that before yc can proue your conclufion to 

P8be good , ye muft prouc that all men ttode , do ftand, and 
Webe born in the fame perfection that Adame was created ae 

For ir doth nor folow,that God fiill loueth all men, be- 

4 caufe he loued Adam (created to his own image and fimi- 

PAitude.)The reafon is. Adam did fall from that image,be. 

tame inobediér,and to deuill. Andin 

inthe fame damnation wrapped all his pofteritie. So that 

Snow from Adam we can bike finne, wrath, 

Seach, and hatred , as the apoftle atfirmeth , thar of nature Ad,» 
pve were all rhe fannes of wraeth.If ye alledge that the apo 

Dastle {peaketh in that place,of man as he is corrupted in A- 

Pelame , and fo wiftly depriued from gods fauor, then I de- 

Pemand of you (if man doth yer ftid in Adame) which ifye 

holie fpirit fhall conuié you of alie . For 

Sathe mouth of the Apoftle he affirmed that by one mi fin- 

|p entred in to the world ad by the meanes of finne death 

Stomce vpon all men , fo that in the firft man Adame ( who 

Sell frome his puritie,haue we neither loue, iuftice,nor li 

but ¥ cotraries,to wit hatred, finne,4d death . But God 

Was he had chofen his ele&t before all beginning in Chrifte 

MW) elefus his Sonne fo , hath he placed thefe giftes in the fe- 

cond Adam alone.that of his fullnes we may all receauc 

grace for grace. And thus ye may eafely perceaue, 

how vane be your arguments which you iudged moft 

eftrong. Your firft,drawen from nature and naturall ineli- 

¥Mation,proucth nothing, becaus that God who is alawaies 

not be fubieét to the lawes of nature . Albeit that 

our weaknes he fome tymes. vfeth fimilitudes taken 
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+46 AGAINST THE A DVERS. 
from nature. Y our fecond is like vaine, feing that neithe 
Adam him felf did ftand in his perfc€tion , neither is aly 
of his corrupted fede as he is the {6 of Adam borne in tha 
cédition ad dignitie: But c6trariewife,we muft refule 
fhe,and blood, nature and our firft Ada, if euer we 
rtakers of life. Thisoncly were fufficient to confurg, 7 
your vnreafonable reafons. Buc that , here 
fhall haue no accafion to complain of obfcuritie , neij 
ther yet that we relent in any parte,I will firft fimply prog 
pofe what we teachand belcuc , and there after y E 
grace euidently prouc the fame . You make the louet™ 
Error of common to all men and that do we conftanrly 
Anabapti ny, and fay that before all beginning God hath loued his 
' elc& in Chrift Iefus his Sonne and that frome the fame @ 
The aff erernitic he hath reprobate others: whom for moft iut 
mations caufes in the tyme appointed to his iudgement he thal @ 
ofthe adiuge to tormentes and fier inextinguible. Here ye 
trew  ftomak , and ftorme , here ye crie blafphemie , and her 
Chrifhas you fay , that we affirme that, which can not be 
y gods fcriptures. How fure is the probation of the for @ 
mer part, let the indifferent reader iudge by that whiai 
isall ready fpoken. Let vs now come to the fecond. 
Gee.3. Andthatye fhall not think that! fhall more depend 
3 pon argumentres and reafon then vpon fcripture , I wil 
with fcripture, and let argumentes and reafon fer 
ue onely in ftede of hande , which fhall not com- 
mand but obey fcripture pronounced by the voyce g 
God . After that by rebellion man was fpoiled of all gra 
ces, and that the contrarie vices had taken place and pol- i j 
fefsion in the heartes of bothe thefe miferable creatures @ 
of Adam I mean, and of the woman. God pronodiced this 
fentéce agaift the ferpét. Becaus thow haft done this, curl 
fed art thow amégft all the beaftes of the earth. I fhall 9 
Rablifh enemitie betwext the 4d that , betwexe thy 
fede,and her fede . That fede fhall break downe thy head @ 
and thow fhalt break doune his hele. AsI fuppofem@ 
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OF GODS PREDEST. £497 
man wilbe fo impudent , as to deny that this is the voice 
of God, pronouncing and promifing,that he will {tablifh 
and put a battel , where none ‘was appering to be: forfa- 
than before had obteined fuch victorie;, and fohadvan- | 
quifhed bothe the woman and Adam, that they could ne- 
uer haue refifted that feruitude by them felues. And the- 
™ refordoth he difclofe the bowelles of his mercie, and 
~ doth communicat with them that counfell which was fe- 
crete with him felfe before all beginning . And if yede~ 
mande, How can it be proned, that this was his erernall coun - | 
fellz.1 anfwer becaufc, that he in whom there is no chan- Anfwer. 
cing nor variablenes,hath now pronounced it:andwhe _ 
this reafon be fufhcient or notin anfwering toyour 


obieCtion we fhall after confider . Now refteth it onely 
= to be obferued , whether it was the will ofGod or not to 
oe make a difference betwext man and man. Plaine itis that 4 
Se beforc his face as touching the firft birth , there ftandeth _ a 
ie but one lompe,or maffe (as faint Paul termeth it) and yet : 
© from the fame are wo fedes appointed to {pring , which 

are the two churches : The elect conteined vnder the fe- 

me de of thewoman , and the reprobate or malignant church Thy chyp 

= comprehended vnder the name of the ferpentes fede. To 7, of 

me the one is promifed viCtoric , tothe other is denounced C),;9, 

Baby theirreuocable fenrence of God the. broofing of the 2.4 she 

, which is deftruction and confufion I think ye will fi 
fay,thathe was conftreined therto b force ex- 


@etcrior as we {peake , feing in which chan- 
megcth not , cuer abiding Lord ouer all creatures, who may 
@gand doth performe what fo cuer he will in heauen and 
Seincarth. Then of necefsitie it muft folowe , that this 
ee barrell is appointed by hiswill. And thatdothe wordes 
my plainely beare . Forhe faieth not I know that there 
fhall be a battell , or I will fuffer and permit (as you v- 
m@ {c to interprete fuch places )a battel to be , but he plai- 
me nely faieth,I will put and ftablifh the batrel and ene- 
Semitic , declarin omar » that as he was the force, 
ue ftrengthe , and the conductor tothe fede of the woman 
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48 AGAINST THE ADVERS : 


Debono admonifhed.Afiirming,that our condition ia Chritté{é- 


pronounced, andhis fentence being once pronounce | 


fowolde he moft afluredly giue victorie to the fame, 
Which thing S.Auguftine diligently did note, and godly 


{us is now better and more fure,then before was the com. of 
dition of Adam 1n his own fre will. Forthat,thathehad of 
non other ftrenght, but that which might be and was ouet. “ 
come. But we haue the ftrength that is inuincible becauft | 3 
it is the power of the eternall. This one place fay 
moft cuidently proue,that God willingly maketh adiffe- 
rence betwext man and man, appointing to the one fore fox 
victorie,and liet,to the other fubie€tion and death . Buy 
yet ye reply this can not be proued to be the eternall cou ky 
{ell of God. for it is pronoticed in refpect of the faith wor ny 
kes and obedience of the one, and in refpe& of the infide 7 ky 
litie vicious liuing and inobedience of the other . Your "| 
obiection (wh I now intreat that after I be 
troubled) hath two membres, the former will I now tow 
che, abiding better oportunitie for the other. Whereyt 
alledge,that this can not be proued tohaue bene the eter | 
nall coun(cll of God, becaus it was pronounced in tying, | 
your reafon appereth(and is )more then foolith. For wha 
is he ,thatagaittthe plain f{cripture of God will affirm = 
this reafon, The kingdome ofheauen fhalbe given in th 
end of the world to the elect of God , therefor it was ne 
prepared to them before the beginning . Doth not(1 fay) 
the plaine voice of Chrift condemne this vaine reafo® ne, 
Or it! fhould fay : the death of Chrift was four thoufant 
after the beginning , therefore the lambe was n& “Buerc 
illed from the begining. Were not this moft folifh,an 
contrarie ro the plane {criptures is not the contrat 
reafon moft fure, moft true and ftrég : God in tyme hat! you 


molt c6ftitly doth he execute the fame : Therefor it wa 
his erernalland immutable counfell. As our ele@tion wi 
purpofed and decreed in gods erernall counfell befor 
the beginning of alltymes , id ver from aege to acge WE 
the fame reueled to his chofen children .Did 


Apoft'e or rather the ho!ie Goft lie ( whodoth attire 
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were elected) as before is proued in Chriftlefiis be+ 
fore all ryme? Eucn fo is it in this mager, the fentence by 
the which the battell came furth firft to the knowledge 
of man was temporall . But the ftabilitie and continuance 
of it plainely proucth, that it was and js the eternal pur-— 
ofe and counfell of God. Butyet more depely to dif- | 
fede in tothe mater. Was it the erernall purpafe and Question 
fellof ¢reatethe worlde and foto makemant® 
his awn image and fuppofe that eucric re2- 
fonable man will canfelle that fa itwas. Thendolatke 
if Gad was igngrant what fhqylde became anall man- 
B kynd before that any cregtion was? fo to affirme is to de~ 
hys 


Hwledge,wildom, and Ged head:he did 
yet he did.creac him: then if it 
thag his glorie this dite 
récec ‘anid makynd which thenwas 
bur anc why did he nor giue vnco hym 


fuch hot be quercamer It fhall nothing 

releye nor Rel ta fhitt with ¢h¢ 

chat God gaue, him free will and abqupdat graces by the 

which he might haue refifted and ganeftand all aflgulees 

and tentations ifhe wold,that we depy not. But yet we a- 

© fke why did not God giue vntohjm he will ro refifte , or 

why did he not fo bridle farhan , that he might not haue 

setempted hin? I cruft ye will not with the Manicheis affir- 

Wane, that there was a power greater then the power of the 
mgood God , and thar this wicked power did foratyme o-. : 
muercomche power and deftroy the counfell of the good | 
God whowas creator and loues_of mankinde . For that 

were plaincly to deny the omniporencie of ourGod. If 

myyou fay (as after ve write) that God did onely per ~ 

emit and fufter his fall, ye haue faid nothing to the purpo 

© fe: for ftill | demande , wherher he did fuffer it willingly ; 
Gor vnwillingly. If ye fay willingly, then are ye caughr in 
Mthe fnare which ye wold auoyde. If ye fay it was againft 
his purpofe ad wil, thé fall ve in to that horrible blafphe 
Wmic of the Manicheis , denying gods omnipotent power. 

oe And if yet ye wold efcape ; imagining God to loke and 
|. 
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Gots pur- God had not purpofed in him felfro etabiifh chis bacrel 


pole Wiis 


from the 4 
beginning cie? Why didhe not flay the fountaine of finne in our 


and euill, and finally that worketh all in all hinges accor § 


50 AGAINST THE AD VER 
beliolde the end of che mater, and yct neither willing the | 
one nor the ocher , then fall ye into the biafphemie of 
Epicurus who alchogh in plaine wordcs he durit not dee 
ny God yet diahe aiirme , that he regarded not the wors 
kes of men, butdididly occupie the hcauens . Buthow | 
far this repugacthto our faith , who beleue God to be om 
nipotent, not oncly becaus he may do all thinges,but alfo J 
becaufe that itis hethat created light and darknes,good 


ding tothe purpole othis good picafure : let fuch asbe Gy 
bur meanly exercifed inthe {cripturcs indge , and 
fay )thar mans fall and the diitercnee that came toour |] 
knowledge by the fame, was no les determined in the ever @ 
nall counfell of God then was jis creation. And thatia 7 
this fentence is yetmoft euidently to be efpied . Forif 


and foro make a difference perpecuall why did he notho @ 
_ly reftore managane to honour to purecic, and innocen: 


tomakea firft father? why did he futfer his firft corruption by propa 


difference gation to coine to his pofteritie? was it becaufe he lacked 
pn om 


kinde 


tothe cofideration of him felfin the fame mater, 


power? or was it not rather asthe Apoftle doeth teach vs 
that hewrapped ali in vnbeleif , thathe might have met- 7 
cic vponall? tha: he mightfhew mercie towho he wold, 7% 
and harden alfo whom he wold : If thefe thinges dodif- 
pleafe you, remember firft that they are the voices of the 
holie Go? , and fecondarely call to your mynd the cond 
tion of man‘tynd, o witt that bothe you and we ( com 3 
pared with that foueraigne maieftic ) be but wormes he 74 

re creping on the earth , and therefor can we not climyp 
to the seaué, and fo reafon or plead w the almightie. Cal @ 
to minde ! fay that queftion of the Apoftle, calling mal 


O man -vhatartthow that thow maeft anfwer in cdtratit’ 
to God?racis,contend or plead with him? This fententt 
I fav oughtto humble vs , and make vs rather torrembk | 


_atthe remembrance ofhis iudgementes chen rafhly., al 


with todamne that , which we are 
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CF GODS PREDEST. 
able to apprehend. But let vs yet profecute this mater fur. 


ther, tothe end that we may fe itthat thishathben¢and . __. 


is the conftant will of God, and that platnely declared by | 
his word that this former difference be kept inallacges. 


No other difference was made then this\generall,. The fecon: 
till the dayes of Abraham,and then a more fpeciall and cx de differe 


prefle ditteréce was made , for that which before was com ce, 
mon to the womans fede,was then oy tne exprefled voice 
of God appoited to Abraha 4d vato his fede: in thefe wor 
© des:In thy fede fhall all the natis of the carth be blefied, 
Iwill bleife the ad multiplic thee, fuch as bleffe ,fhall 1. 
© bleile, ad fuch as curfe the fhall I curfe.In w 
© les the battell,then the benediction eftablifhed. For as al 
7 nations were pronounced to be blefled in his fede ( which | 
jasthe Apoftle doeth interprete was Chrifte ) fois it pro~ 
nounced, that there fhalbc fome that fhall curfe, and the- 
fhall be accurfed of God . Yea it is plainely fpoken 
‘that foure hundreth yeres fhould his fede ad pofteritie be _ 
Pcuill intreated in a ftrange cuntrey , neucrtheles the peo- 
Pplewhom they fhall ferue fhall I iudge ( faicth the lord). 
» So haue we agane the difference plainely confirmed by 


voice of God. But yet Ged procedeth one degre fur- 


@ther,and in Abrahams fede he maketh difference . For in 
ifaac(faicth he)fhall thy fede be called, by the which voice 
feclude bothe Ifmael , and the reft of his carnall 
Monnes from that honour : affirming that from none of 
fhould the benediction onely from Ifaak © 
Qwhich wasthe fonne of promes(and net of nature onely). 
that difference was moft cuidently declared in 
rwo fonnes, being yet in their mothers bofom before 
@ehey had done either good or bad , as the Apoftle affir- 
was faid by the voice of God, the elder fhallferue 
Mphe younger. By which voice of God reucled,did Ifaak id © 
plainely vnderftand , whatwas the caufe ofthe 


Mbatcell which the mother felt in her bofom id wombe: to 


Britt . that becaufe from her wombe were two peoples and — 
syPations to procede, which could not be of equall honour | 
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Efvie.34. mains after that he hath athrmed that the promes andes | 
PM =e ler.49. leétion of God were fure ( albeit that many of the carnall 
obad.1. fede had refufed Chrifte preached , ) he bringeth inthis 


= 


- 


' For his purpofe was not inthat'place to difpure and ree 
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anddignitie . For the one had he determined inhis eters 
nall counfell to elect for his peculiar people , the otherte 

why all reieét, and toleaue them inthe comnron corruptionas 

: the pro- the other nations : asthe fequel in proceife of tyme did | F 

phetes al- cuidently declare. For the Edomites difcending of Efau 

¥ moft do de were cut of trom the bodie of the church and became ma t 
clare gods niteft enemies to the polteritie of lacob becaus that their ¢ 
aE wrath a- father was fubicét to lacob and pronounced to be his fers Ge 
gainft E- vant . Such as vnderftand this place of corporall feruice 
fawand and worldlic riches or dignitie onely , do nothing els but 
Edome.  fhew their own ignorace corrupting the the 
Pfez. 137 holic Goft. For {ainét Paul in the 9 . chapter tothe 


former fentence,to remoue all fclader: Saing, All are not 
fonnes, becaufe they are the fede of Abraham, that is 
fe that be ¥ fones of the flefhe, are not therefor che fones 
of God:but thofe that be the fornnes of promes are accont @ 
pted for fede . And fo ro proue that which betore he had © 
affirmed,to witt,that all were not Ifraclites that came ofl 
racl,he added thefe wordes. Noronely chis,but alfo wh€ 
Rebecca had céceiued of one, our father faak,whilethe | 
children were not borne, while they had neither dom 
good nor cuill(that the purpofe of God fhoulde byde at: 9 
cording to clectid,not of workes, but of the caller) itwa 
faid The elder fhall ferue the younger. Such ash 
not more then blind, may eafely perceiue, that che Apo 7 
ftlelooketh to an other end , then to worldlie dignitio 


fon who fhould be riche in this world and who fhould® 7 
» who fhould be lordes temporall , and whofhould™ 
feruants, but his purpofe and mynd was to declatett 
whom did that benediction promifed vnto Abraham ap | 
pertein,and to whom itdid nor apperteine. So 
holie Goft {peaking by fainé Paule is a commentarie@ 
the wordes fpoké to Rebeeca. And I doubt nor, but fo @ 
did vnderftad them. To witt, that promes which 
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OF GODS PRDEST. 53 
red to haue ben common wich all the fede of Ifaak(of w- - 
hom it was {poken) In Ifaak thall thy fede be.called , was 
now reftreined and made proper to one head, and tothe 
people diféending of him, that is to lacob, who after ob- 
teined the name of Ifrael. Sothat bothe the pereres nei- 
ther were reputed , ncither yetin very dede were the 
Church ad chofen people of God,but the one was chofen 
apd the other was refufed . The one by grace, and ofthe | 
caller was honored withthe name and priuiledge of his 
churche, The other was caft owt as vponthe 
% one remained the benediction, of the which the other was 
depriued.tn this mancr , I fay did bothe Ifaak, Rebecca, 
© ycalacob,and kfau in proces of tyme vnderftand this ora 
> cle of God. But yct becaus this former place of the Apo- | 
ftleisby many euill vaderitand, and by fom maliciouf- HowS. 
© ly wrefted trom the fimple meaning of the holie Goft: in Paul ap= — 
as fewand plain wordes as I can, purpofe to declare how plieth the 
aptly and properly the Apoftle vfeth the telimonie and wordes of 
© wordes of Moifes . Chrift beig preached to the iewes who Moses. 
were reputed the chofen people of God,to whom, and for Gene.2§. 
= whofe comfort and deliuerance the Mefsiah was efpeciad 
— ly promifed: The moft part ofthe iewes remained yn - 
| faithful, refufed the Sauiour, who was fent, blafphemed 
him,and cruelly did perfecute him and his mébres.T his 
could not be withoure a greate offéfe id {clider to many 
@ thoufandes bothe of the lewes and gentiles . The lewes 
@ puffed vpwith pride becaufe they were the peculiare peo 
ple, becaufe to them were giuen the law, 
@ racles, did brag and boaft, that God could not reieé& thé, 
except that he fhould be found a lier.For to Abraham and 
tohis fede hadhe madca promes . And the gétilesmight 
be troubled with the like cogitations : for they might 
@ think,ifGod fhall refufe his own people which fo many 
veares hetenderly had norifhed , what ftabilitie can 
oke for , thogh we fhould receyue this Chrift preached. 
® Againtt bothe thefe forces of men moft valiaitly fighteth 
@ the Apoftle,and moft aprly alledgeth the feriptures to the 
confutatipn of the one and comfort of the other . Firfta - 
| D. in. 
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w6be ( as faid is) by his own decre, he made the difteréce. 


{poken by Moifes and the Prophetes, and therefore chat! 


> 


AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
-gainft the lew he reafoncth , that albeit they be Ifraclitesj 
after the fieth,yet it may be, ¥ they be nor the verey Irae § 
lites of God, neither yet is God endebted vnto thé, thogh Be 


they be difcended of Abraham. The reafon is,that God maj 
de no promes to the hole fede of Abraham , but roa pameg 
of thas is,to Mfaak. And if they fhould fay: but we areot 
Ifaak,he granting that,docth neuertheles prouc, that God 
doeth not choofe ¥ hole fede of Ifaak , but in the mothes@ 


And if further they fhould replie , 6 but we are of Iacob, © 
he then commeth to the proof of his firft propofition,afit 7 
ming that albeit they were of Iacob, yet did it not thereat’ @ 
folovy that they were all the elect people of God. for wha 7 
prerogatiue(wold he fay) can Iacob haue aboue his father 
Ifaak,or what can Ifaak haue aboue Abraham? Abraham 
who many yeres faithfully obeyed God,could not obrem 7 
that all his pofteritie (no not I{mael for whom he prayed) 7% 
fhould be reconed to be his fede: Neither could Ifaak ob- | 
tein the fame : but God appointed and did chofe whomit @ 
him.And fhall Iacob haue greater prerogatiue tt 
ad they bothe?fhall he that of grace was preferred tohit 7] 
brother, when neither the one had done good, neither tte f 
other had done euill, giue that priuiledge to all his pofte- — 
ritie,that without exception they fhalbe the chofenpe-"] 
ple of God ? No (will the Apoftle conclude ) but God nor 77 
after the reuelation ofhis dear Sonne Chrift Iefus dott ¥! 
make the fame difference in the pofteritic oflacob 
fomrymes he made in the fede of Abraham ad Ifaak. Th 
is:he choofeth whom it pleafeth him, id reiecteth alfo fue 
as in whom he hath no pleafure, ad that not onely 4, 
geft che Iewes, buralfo amongeft the gentilesandthat® 4 


re 


make the riches ofhis glorie knowé towardes veflelso 
mercie which he had prepared vnto glorie: who 
called,euen vs not onely of the Iewes but alfo of the ge? gi 


tiles(as the Prophet Ofte faieth) ad fo to the éd of ¥ cht g 
ter he eftablifheth the faith of the gentiles, and cofogt Ff, 
them affirming ,that their vocation and cleétion was 
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was not a thing that came by chace, but was appoited in 


the eternail coufcl of God, and rheretor in his coclufion, 


he aflureth them, that fuchas beleue in Chriit ictus, fhall 
neuer be conioundcd. This fimply, bur truelie ( doute 


not) haue 1 explaned the mynde of the Apoftlean the for- G4; eles 


mer place, whichis: That gods election not v- 


pon man vpon his will, purpofe, pleafure,or diguitsie, but pendeth 


asicis fre proceding from grace, fo is it ftable in gods im 
mutable counfel.and is reueled ro gods elect, az fuch ty- 
meashe knoveth moftexpedient. But becaufe that of 
this we muit after fpeak more,now we returne to our for- 
mer purpofe. From the beginning we heare,that God ma - 
keth a difleréce: by that generali diuiiion, feperaring 


and ferting aparte the fede orthe woman from the fer-_ 


pents fede. Atier calling Abraham (neglecting as ix were, 


MD the reft of the whole world)in Abrahames fede he maketh 


laine difference, fecluding Ifmacl, that he fhould not be 

cir with Ifaak: But mot efpecialy in the wombe of Re- 
becca , making the ditlerence betwext the two childien 
and their pofteriic . Wich difterence did continue euen 
to che dayes of Chrifte lefus, imfuch firmicic,and ftable- 
nes, that neither could the finnes of the Patriarches , the 
fubtill crucliic of Pharao , the inobcdiéce and grudgeing 
ofthe peop'e,their apoftafie and defetion from God by 


manifeitidolatric, nor finally their long bondage and cap 


tiuitic ,alteror change this immutable counfell of God: 


that the elder fhould f¢rue rhe yonger , that the Mefsiah 


fhould cd of the tribe of Luda, & that of the lovnes of Da- 


uid fhould {pring furth one to fit vponhis fear 


And this difference which God by his own voice did fia - 
blit before the c6ming of his dear S6ne Chrift Iefus did 
the fame Chrift Iefus oure mafter (appering in fichh ) ra- 
tifie and confirme. For he plainely affirmerh, that he was 
not fent but to the loft fhepe of Ifrael and that it was no: 
good to take the bread of the children and giuc itto dog- 
ges. By which rwo fentences he maketh an expreffe dif- 
ference betwext the fhepe and ihe goatcs, and bet - 


wext the children and the dogges . He fcarcth no: to 
D. 
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“36 AGAINST THE ADVERG§, 


fay tothe faces of thofe that boatted them feluct 
the fonnes of Abraham, ye are not of God: for it ye were Hi# 1c 
is, of God, ye fhould loue me, but ye are ot your father the He nc 
deuill ad his detires ye will obey . .hisfencéce is fear. rh 
full,fo may it appere verey bold. For they might haue ob di 
iected as they did:are we not his creatures, created to his nc 
own image ? arewe notthe fede of Abraham ? Do we na BR m 
beare the figure of circoncifion ? are we not collected ia @ 
Hierufalem, and do we not frequét the remple?yes vere. 
ly but none of all rhefe thinges niade them to be of God, @ 
in fuch forte as Chrift denied them to be of him. For 9 
allthefe thinges may the reprobat haue comm6 with the @ 
electe. But Chrift denied them to be of God, that is, tobe @ 
the fonnes and Veflelsofhis mercie elected in his eter- 
nall counfel , borne of him by the {pirit of regeneration, “4 
by the which their ftubborn blindnes being remoued, ad 
they made obedient, durft be bolde to call him Father.In gic 
this fenfe Chrift denieth them to be of God. If any think 7 
that their wickednes and willfull refufall of grace of- 
fered was the caufe that they were not of God,as I neither Gyit« 
excufe their manifeft rebellion , neither yer deny it robe 9th 
a moftiut caufe oftheir condemnation , fo vrterly deny SH 
I thar their prefét finnes were the onely or the chefe caus th 
of their reprobation. For Chrift him felf feareth nor t “ger 
, ., afsigne an other caufe: Saing, Therefor ye do not heare, 9 h 
Why the becaufe ve are not of God . if they had heard, that is, re- @agot 
lewes be ceaued id beleued Chrit lefus id his doétrine, their fin- oman 
leved mf nes had ben purged and their blindnes remoued. But him or 
mm Chri~ could they not receaue.And whybecaufe they are norot @ th 
God. But to the obie@tiéd, that the fore knowledge of good 
workes, orof rebellion to come, fhould be the cau‘e why 
God doth ele&e , or reiecte, we thal! (God willing y afer hi 
anfvere . Now onely I mynde to folow that which I haue mth. 
purpofed , which is thar Chrift Iefus him felf maketha 2" 
plainc and manifeft difference berwext one forte of men | the 
and an other . How often doth he affirme that his fhepe 

_ do hearehis voice, that he knoweth them, and that they ge" 
know him,y ithath pleafed the Father to giue the king- 
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dome tothe lirle flock. That many are called id few cho 
fen. That fom there be whom Chrift Iefus neuer knew, 
no noreucn when they wroghtgreareft miracles . In all 
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thefe and many places mo it ts euidét,that Chrift maketh Christe 
ditterence betwext one and an other . but one place moft maketh 
notable of al-others I wil fhortly touche,ad put end to this a differé- 


-mater. Chrift lefus in rhat his moft folemne and moft c6- 


7yto me, and they haue kept thy worde . And fhortly after: 
Fl pray forthem, I pray not forthe world , but for them 
thow haft giuen ynto me: Becaufe they are thyne. 
Sit in the hole f{criptures there were no mo places to proue 
“Mharinthe Erernall counfel of God there is a difterence 
of one forte of mé from an other, this onely one were fuf 
PPficient . For firft he maketh mention of men giuen vnto 
Phim by the Father, who were (as he before athirmed) cho- 
ee fen owt of the world,and why were they giué vnto Chri- 
oeitezhe anfwereth, becaufe they were the fathers. And how 


apperteined to God more then others, is before faid. 
further declareth what he had done vnto them , what 
Tethey alfo haddone . And what he did and wold do to the 
end tor them,he had opened ynro them the name (that is 
Wthe mercie goodnes , conftant trueth and perfect iuftice ) 
his heauenlie father, which dodtrine they had receaued 
kept, as they that were the grounde appointed to 
Pdring furth fruit in aboundance.He did pray for thé,that 
Bthey fhould be fanctified and confirmed in the veritie. 
oe The vertue of w praier is perpetuall and at al rymes ob- 
ereineth mercic in the prefence of his fathers throne for 
@ehiseclecte. And leftthar any doubte fhoulde remaine as 
Brthar thefe graces were common to all the worlde, in plain 
Band expreffe wordes he affirmeth , that he prayed not for 


@Y nto me. If any deny a plane difference here to be made 
@bctwext one forte of mé and an other , I will pray to God 


rence of 


fortable praier ( after other things) faieth,I haue manife- one fort 
© fted thy name to the men whom thow haft geuen to me of from an 
7 the world. They were thyne,and thou haft giué them vn- other. 


What 


his. 


Chrifte 


Bethe world but for thofe(faieth he)whom thow haft geuen 


the -werld 
open his Eies,that he (if gods good pleafure be)may fe 
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T THE ADVERS. 
the light thar fo brightly fhyneth. Other places for this pri 
fent] omitte: For of thefe precedents I fu pole it be cuj. am 
dent, that in the erernall counfel of God there was adit 
ference ofmankyndeuen before the creation , whichby 
his own voice is moft plaincly declared to vs in tymes 
Now to that obieétion which Pighius that peftilent 

| peruers Papift(and you all after him)doth make.To wing 

God did predettinare according to the workes , 
An anfwe which he forefawe to be in man. might 
retothe the contrary tharif Predeftination procedeth from 
purpofe and will(as the Apoitle affirmeth it doth)char de 
and pesti~ the purpofe and will of God being eternal! , can nok 
dent obie~ moued y our workes, or faith which be temporall . Aol 7% 
Gionof sharif the purpofe of God be ftable and fure,that thenew 
not our workes being vnfure,be the caufe thereof. 
bothers auoid prolixitic and tedioufnes , I will by plaine 
bis like. reg prouc , that of fre grace did God eleihd , that of men 
mercie doeth he call and of his onclie goodncs wither @ 

all refpec had to our dignitie(as to be any caufe firft me |] 

uing him) doeth he the worke of our faluatis 

And for the proofe of the fame , let vstake Abrahaman @ 

his pofteritie for example.Plainc it is,that he and his feb @ 

were preferred to all the nations of the earth, the bened: 


“ 


4 


ction was eftablifhed to {pring frome them , the proms ; 

of the land of Canaan was made vntothem , and fo wer 

they extolled to the honour ad dignitic of gods peculit 
1 - But let vs confider what either faith or obedient 
God found in them which might haue moucd him thust @® é 
}  preferre them to other nations. Let vs heare Moifes. Tk 
Dewt.7. Lord thy God(faieth he)hath chofen the,that thow @ a: 
deft be apeculiare peopleto him aboue all the peopt 
HY which are vpon the face of the carth:God hath not fow me d 
hemently loued you and chofen you becaufe you are® 
‘in nombre then nations ( feing ye are fewar thene 
other people but becaufe he hath loued you, and wold 


be the othe which he made to your fathers. And afer ft 
oloweth: Say notin thy heart,my power,my fc 
my hand haue prepared this aboundance to me, and thie 
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oe not in thy heart, it is for my iuftice, «hat the Lord hath 


brogit me into this land. Of chefe places it is plaine, that 
Moites leaucth no caufe neither of gods ele&tion, neither 
yet of perfourmance of his promes in ma,but eftablifheth 
it altogether vpon gods fre louc and good pleafure . The 
fame his laft and moft vehement exhor- 
tation io his people a litle before his death, in which plai 
nely he aftirmeth, that Abraham and his father were idola 
ters before they were called by God, W place Ezechiel the 
Prophete moft euidently rebuking the vnthak- 


z | full defection of the Iewes from God , who of mercy had. . 
@ giué thé Jife,honour,and dignitie,they ofall others | ing 


the moft vnworthy . Forhe faieth : Thus faieth the Lor 


@ God tolerufalé: Thy habitati6 id thy kired is of Canaa 
@ thy father was an amorrhean, and thy mother an Hittite. 
9@ and in thy natiuine whé thow waft born thy nauill was not 
cutt, thow was nor wafhed w1zh water,to foften the, thow 
was not falted with falc, neither yet was thow fwadledin= ~ 
® clowtes . By the which the Prophete fignifieth that all 
was imperfect, all was filthie all was corrupt and 
as touching their nature . he procedeth: none cic 
the todo any of thefe vntothe, for to haue compafsié v- 
pon the: but thou waft caft oute in the open field to the 
® contempt of thy perfon inthe day that thow waft borne. 


Dew . 9. 


Tofue.24- 


Exec 


And when! paffed by the I faw the polluted inthine own 
blood, id I faid ynto ¥, whé thou waftin thy blood(Visin 
~® thy filthie finnes)y fhalr liue . And this he repeteth,to the 


Ed, V he may beat it more deply in theirmyndes. I faieth 


S| the Lord)faid vnto the beig in thy bloode thou fhalt liue, 


@ and fohe procedeth , declaring, how that God did multi - 
™® ply them,did giue vnto them beautie ftrégth honour and 
dignitic. Thefe thre places do plainely witnes what per- 


fection God did find in this people whom thus he did 
preferre ro all others . And what obedience did they ren- 


| der vnto him after the vocation of Abraham, the hole Hi 


ftories do witnes . for perfe@ion and obedience was nor 


found inAbraham him felf, yea neither in Moifes sor 
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AGAINST THE ADVER§. 
in Aaron , but contrarie wife , the inobedience ofallwiiiim 
find noted , to the fame end ¥ Moifes hath before fpoke Miirh 


to witt,that none fhall boaft that either iuftice procediag fir 
or folowing was the caufe why God did choofe and eletim te 
that people. For how fhall God choofe for that, which thammtr< 
holie Goft plainely denicth to be in any man difcendinggeA: 
of the corrupt fede of Adam. For Ifaiah plainely 
firme,that all our iuftice,is as aclothe moft t 
{potted : If our iuftice be polluted asthe Prophete 
meth it to be ,and God did predeftinate vs for our iuftity 
God did what toloweth, but that God did predeftinate vs for that fo 
not for owe Which was filthy and imperfeéte : But God forbid y fad er 
cogitations fhoulde take place in our heattes . Godda: 
choofe vs in his eternall purpofe for his owne gloriejn “We 

be manifefted in vs,id that he did in Chrift in whi 

Onely is oure full perte€tion(as before we haue f{aid).Be 

Tet vs yet heare fom teftimonies of rhe new teftamen ae" 

fainct Paul to his difciple Timothie faieth. Be not 

med of the teftimonic of our Lord , neither be rhowahy 

med of me who am his prifoner, but be thow partake @ ft 

of the affliGtions of the Euagile, according to the 

of God,who hath made vs fate and hath called vs witha g?° 

holie vocation , not according to our workes but accom 
ding to his purpofe and fre grace , which was giueatge*' 
vs by Chrifte Iefus, before all tymes, but now is madepae® © 
tent by theappering of our Sauiour Iefus Chrifte . He ul 
a itis, that neither are we called , neither yet fae h 
y workes,much les can we be predeftinate for them,# 
inrefpect ofthem. Trewitis , that God hath 
good workes that we fhould walk in them: but likey f 
it is, that firft muft the tree be good, before it bring fut 
good fruite: and good can neuer the tree be, except th 
the hand of the gardiner haue planted it . To vfe hetti® ne 
the plaine wordes of faint Paule, he witneffeth that wet ae 
re elected in Chrift,ro the end that we fhould be holie? 4 Fe 
without blemifhe. Now feing that good workes fprit@ 
furth of election how can any man be fo foolifh astodam © 

| firme,that they are the of the fame Can the fre 
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OF GODS PRAEDEST. 


nimemic of water flowing from the fountaine , be the caufe of 
originall {pring ? 1 chink no man will fo holde nor at- 
fo it is in this mater: for faith,and a godlie li- 
Mete that enfucth our vocation , are the fruites proceding 
oure election ;but are not the caufes of the fame. 
And therefor the Apoftle,to beat downe all pryde,aiketh 
ef thou haft recciued it, why glorieft thow,as thogh thow 


not receaued it ? The Apoftle in that place {peaketh | 


amor of one or two graces , but what fo euer is neceflaric 
Ro faluation, that he affirmeth to be receaued,and that of 
M¥re grace , as he yet more plaincly docth witnes fayeng- 
f grace are ye faued, by faith, and that,not of your fel- 
“Bic. Now ifman hath nothing but that which he recea- 
Wcth of grace, of fre gift, of fauour, and mercie , what o- 
WBious pryde,and horrible vnthanktulnes is this, that man 
PBliall imagine , that for his taith and tor his workes God 
Smid electe and predeftinate him to that dignitie ? Guen as 
two orthre chofen from the nomber of many 
Pevere of the liberall mercie of a Prince promoted to ho- 
Pour, fhould after brag and boaft , that their good feruice 
as the caufe that the Price did choofe them, Shuld nor e- 
wife man mocke their vanitie ? yea might not the 
SePrince iuftly depriue them for their arrogant vathank- 
etulnes?Might not the Prince haue left them in their wret- 
eftare?A nd what then fhoulde haue become of their 
ecruice?ls it not cué fo with mi loft in Adam? (whofe fall 
Min gods prefcience and purpofe was before his creation) 
which mafle‘or lompe God of his owne fre grace did 
Wchoofe ad predeftinate veffels of his mercie prepared vn- 

#0 gloric,that they fhould be holie (as before is faid) fhall 
ethefe thé that finde mercie to worke good workes., boatt, 
as thogh workes were the caufe thereof? God forbyd.For 
f the pofteritic of Abraham did not obteine the inherita- 
@ece of the land of Canaan for any iuftice that was in them, 
ty ca if God did not choofe them neither to the temporall 
sor crernal felicitie , but of lowe and fre grace onely , as 


‘ 


hat haft thow 6 ma which thow haft not receaued?And y 


it is ¥ gift of God, ad not of works, left any fhould glo. 


-Cor.4} 
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_ dependeth vpon any qualite within vs . Wonder it is,thap§ 
the Apoftle faint Paul intreating this maicr of gods 


by that meanes in few wordes he migh: haue put fileng 


obedient to his commandeméts and holic in cOuerfation; 


full difobediét,and vnclean of life, this I fay(if thofe cau 


vsin refpect ofour workes,or becaufe he fore fawe, tha 


«AGAINST THE ADVERS, 


Moifes doth witnes, how fhall we thinke, that the Eternal} 
inheritace,or gods election to the ioy and life eucrlafting, § 


eleétion,was ignorant of this cauic,if it be fufficient. For 


to many dogges which then (as men do now) bang 
ked againft this doctrine. For if he had {aid : God haha 
chofen afore all tymes to the participatio of life a certein im 
nomber , he forefaw that they fhould be faithful] 


and vpon the other parte he hath reicéted and reprobase 
others , becaufe he forefawthat they fhould be vnfaith 7%), . 


fes had ben fufficient)had ben a fenfible maner of do@tri- ™ 
ne: But the Apoftle ailedgeth no {uch reafon but firft bea. 
teth dounc the pryde of man(as before we hauc touched) 3m 
and there after brufteth furth in this exclamarion . O the 
hieght of the riches of the wifd6 and knowledge of Gad, @ 
how incoprehentible are his iudgements, and how vnfea 
cheable are his wayes? This exclamati6(Lfay)had bene vai 
ne, if either workes or faith forefene had bene the cau ate 
of gods electi6. S. Auguftin doeth mock the fharpe fight aac 
of mé, that in his daies bega to fe more depely then didj pi 
holie Goft,fpeaking in y Apoftle.And we fear not to a 4 
me, that the men w this day do attribute ele&tid or predee 
ftination to any vertue, or gualitie within man , do bold S 
& defend (to their greate dager) that which none indued) uc! 
with the Spirite of God hath left to vs written witbin tht) 
holie {criprures,cither yer that any of the chofé fhal 
in their greateft gloric. Let the hole Scriptures be rel n 
and marcked, and no fentence (rightly vndep 


Ibe tounde , that afirmeth God to haue choles 


we fhould be faithfull,holie and iuft. But to the contrat 
many places fall we finde (yea cué fo many as intreatol 
that mater plainely afirme,that we are frely choke 
accordig tothe purpofe of his good will, id that in Chril 
Jefus . And what fhall be the confefsion of the hole bodice’ hy 
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whenthey fhall receaue the promifled gloric, - 
exprefied in thefe wordes of the 24 elders, whocalting 
heir crownes betore him that fitteth vponthethrone, do 5. 

Say. Worthy 
Send cloric and power. For thow haft created all thinges, 


Sand by thy will they are and were created . And after they 
tall before the lambe 4d fing a new fong faying: Worthie 
Smart thow to take the book, and to open the feales thereof: 
Ofor thow waft killed , and haft redemed vs to-God by thy 
bloodc,and haft made vs to our God kinBesad prieftesad 
Wwe fhall rcigne vpon the earth . No mention is here made 
pf any worthincs of man:the creation is geué to God, and 
Pwha:z all thinges are in that.perfecte ftate which thé the cho 
“¥en hhall polletle.is atrributed to his will. The death of the 
MAa bie is afsigned to be the caufe of the redemption , yea 
gf chat great dignitie to which they are promotcd.1am ful 
periuaded,that if any caufe of gods ele&tid, andofthe 
PBruite proceding of the fame, were or could be in mi,that 
he holic Goft, who is authour of all juftice,wold not haue 
eecfrauded man of any thing which of right did appertein 
oro him. But feing tharinno placetheholhhe Goftdocth 
eattribure any parte of mannes faluation to his owne meri 7 
or worthines,| fear nor to affirme, that this peftilét o- 
Pinion is the inftigation of fathan, laboring by all meanes_ . 
ob{cure the glorie of Chrift Iefus and to retein man in 
)>Sdage, whom he infected with that firft venom which he 
Weamade hi rodrink,Saing, ye fhalbeas gods. Thus far with 
uch plain fimplicitie it pleafed Godto minifter vnto br! 
for the tyme)! haue proued,v gods ele€tié is Eternal, A brief ve 
it is ftable,v he hath made a difterence, betwext onc fort hearjal 
mé,and an other, W differéce althogh it came to know whatis 
4 dge of ma intime, yet was it in gods purpofe 4d counfel before ff 
@pcfore allryme no les thé his creaté6 was. And lafty gods 
Be depédeth neither workes nor vpé our faith, 
procedeth fré his Erernal wifd6, mercie,id goodnes: 
therefor is it imurable ad c6ftat. Now fhortly will I go 
iod permi- me)¥y reafléns.of yd booke, No- 
Daring vpo parte, imperfectids of fame, id 
yp igdorace,orels malice in corruptig {criprures 
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; THE ADVERSARIE. 
The Toprowe this fimilitude good and to bow machin 
fy ft {e= lowe towardes bis children excedeth the loue of all creatm re 
&ion. towardes their birthes he fasetl : Cana woman forget the chile ech 
de of her wombe, ad not pitie the fame whom {he hath borne: 
toch (he do forget it,yet will not forget the. Here he 
not onely to the elect (as fome fay) but ulfo to them which did 2 1 
fake and dilpyfe him as there. Alas for thefe difobedient child | 
| (faieth the Lord) that they will take counjfell without me. Hele 
Matt. 7. he calleth the wicked which heape finne ypon finne , and wa ; 
difobedient his children. Christ fateth, ye when ye are 
gine your children rood viftes , bow much more your beawenke ok 
father? After the fame maner may | reafon with you(¢arelefey 
necefsitie)if none of you thorh ye be eusll , wold beget a childtom 4 
ferie how much les wold God which is all good beget and qe My 
man his own image to perpetual paynes ? Here we may fel 
much this noghtie opinion 1s cotrarte to nature and to reafou. ai pl 
that it is cotrarie to the worde,God willing I will prone. If Ge 4 
hath ordeyned the moft part of the world to be damned,then m a i 
| ‘ve his wrath greater thé his merce. But the [cripture witnelffd aM: 
Pfal.144 that his mercie is ouer all his workes , and that God is flow wat 
wrath and rediewnto mereie , [o that his wrath is extended ti 
ly to the third and fourth generation , but his mercie to the that 
Efaia.s 4 fand generatio: wherefor {areth he):A litle whil | haw 
| faken thee, but with greate mercifulnes (hall take thee vp 
d 


to me. When | w.is angrie I hid my face from the for a litle coy % 
fon, but throughe enerlaSting mercie haue | pardoned thee. 
29. Dauid faieth , his wrath indureth. but the twinkling of not 
ete and his pleafure is in life . hewines may well 
mght, But rey cometh in the morning . And fo Moles called 
mercifull and wracious God, long fuffrine , and kepine merciet 
Store for thoufandes By thefe Icriptures and many mo, it pao 
dent , that gods mercie 1s greater then his wrath’, contrariet 
“ANSWER. 
How blafphemous be your fimilitudes , your {ot 
may confider, if malice haue not vtterly blinded yous el 
Ihaue all redie prowed that God is not bound to the late PP 
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Meche {criprures which ye alledge , fewe wordes fhall decla- 
Were . Ye deny,that God docth fpeake hereto hiselectin 
Memethe place of Ifaiah the Prophete,but to all mé in generall: Vfaiah.49 


Sand cuento thofe that had forfaken him , as ye wold fe- 


Weebefore in his thirtie chapiter . Firft (I fay) that thofe two 
Meplaces do no more agree , then do thofe wordes of Chrift 
Sfpoken after his refurre€tion: Goto my brethren and rell 
Shem: I paffe vp to my father , and vnto your father , and 
nto my God and vnto your God, and thofe which he fpa 
Mike before his death , again{ft Capernaum , Bethfaida,and 
PX orofaim, or vnto Ierufalem againft whom he pronoun- 

led woo and maledi€tion, becaus they did not know the 
Byme of their vifitatid. For in the former place God i pea 
@kcth to Syon which long had bene waift and to his peo- 
Mle, which long had bene oppreffed . And to the end that 


Wwithdraw and fteall the wordes which explain the hole 
@gmarer,| will bring furth the wordes of the Prophere . Re- 
WBoife ( faieth he)6 heauens : and reioce thow earth 6 you 
Mmountanes breft you furth in gladnes , for the eternall 
Math conforted his people and fhall haue mercie vpon his 
™oorce ones. Syon hath faid,the Lord hath left me and my 
“Lord hath forgotten me , May awoman forgert her child 
Bhat the fhall not haue compafsion vpon the fonne of hir 
gepofome, but let it be thar they forget (neuertheles I fhall 
4 pot forget the , for loin thefe my two handes haucI en- 

Merafted the,and thy walles are for euer before me. If the- 
cSfortable wordes were fpokenin generall to all men 
yc affirme) let indifferent men : If all men were 
=pion , that long had lyen defolate, if all were his people 
MBhat had bene oppreffed in the captiuitie of Babylon: 


Sith them: And finally, ifall haue this promife,that their 
Wwcliuerice is ioined with gods infinite power, thé is your 
4 pplication, to be approucd, but if God did make a plaine 


OF GODS PREDEST. 6 
nd boundes of nature , and how fhamefully ye do abufe 


reader may better vnderftand how deceitfully ye © 


BF all did fo complaine,that they thoght God to haue for-_ 
Porren his league and promes, whic of mercie he made | 


imine to prouc by the wordes of the fame Prophete fpoken I/aiah. go 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS, 


difference betwext Ifrael and all nations in the earth, ifhe Bi 
had chofen his habitation in Syon,and if he will kepe pro 
mes with the afflicted for his own names fake,be they 
uer fo vnworthie , then are ye to boldc to giue the honor 
and prerogatiue of the children and hcires, to ftragersdm 

¢ of the thirtie 


baftardes. The wordes which ye alledg 
ter make nothig for your purpole : for albeit he {pea 


to thofe that were inobediét, yea that were treafonablesrai 
tours, yet had they the name,the title, yeathe honourad? 
dignitie of gods people , and among them , were ong a 

ee fufteined in Babylon) were thofe other wordes {po- | 
ken And fo except that ye be ableto proue that the peo” 


s chofen children: tor whofe comfort (after long 


ple of ifrael and the citic of lerufalem had no greater prt 
rogatiue cuen in the time of their greateft blindnes am 


-ynothankfulnes ( before the comming of Chrift 


the flefhe) then had other nations, ye conclude nothing 


But yet wonder it is, that ye can make no difference bet’ 
wext the tymes ,in which the one wordes and the othe? 
fpoken . The wo was pronoiiced( you fay alas whid® 
the text hath not)jagainft them, what tyme they had dedi 
~ ned from God,when they toke counfel of them feluesw= 
hen they could not abide the admonitions of the Prophe-’ 
tes: bur the comfortable promes of del yuerace was 
_afcer that vengeance was powred furth vpon the proudy 
contemners,and after that the hole bodie was fore tormt 
ted by great opprefsion and long imprefonement . Dot” 


not thinke that their might be great alreratio in that peo 
lat captiuitie vnder Nabucadnezer , after which 


which fhould be puni 
reprebate) and the other tothe people of God , to whe 


by his own holines he had promifed deliuerance ? Defi 
thinke that becaufe the fame Prophet fpeaketh bothe 


fentences,that therefor they do appertein to one —_ 
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ple within the fpace ofan hundreth yeres? for fo long Jha 
it berwext the daies of the Prophete and the daies of ther 1° 


alfo did this former promes of gods remembrance offi gt!© 


onely take place . Might not the one he fpoken of thok@ 
fhed ( yealet it be that they were tit: 
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Se condition of people?! haue proued the contrary by Chri 
Se ftes plain wordes. For his mouth pronounced deftru- 
étion againft Icrufalem , and yet fendeth he theioyfull 

dings of his refurre€tion to his difciples with that moft 


me finguler cOfort that God remained vato them both God, 
Be id tather:and eué fo docth our Prophet Ifaiah: for in the | 
We one place he fpeakethto the obftinate contemners , but 
inthe other place he {peaketh to the afflicted children. 
a Weyl befech you the fcriptures of God with greater re~ 
ucrence. The wordes of Chrift ye likewies falfifie . for 
7% he fpeaketh not of any common loue which he beareth 
to all mé, but affirmeth, that our heauélie Father geucth 
good thinges,or as Lucas athirmeth, giueth the holie Goft 
} to fuchas aike of him. Ye muft proue firft,that all afke in 
 faith,and according to his will (which be the peculiar pre 
> rogatiues of the childré of God) before that Chriftes wor 
, des can ferue for your general! multitude, either yetthat 
9 you fhall thereof be able to proue that God loucth all 
Ye take your pleafure in reafoning with vs, whom 
ye terme Carcles by necefsirie.I will not recompence ra- 
Me ling with raling , but I pray God that thow (the writer of 
this book ) fhew hereafter greater diligence in godlynes, 
then of many daics thow haft done where fo cuer thow 
>) haft hanted . We vfe norto fubie& God to our corrupt af 
be fections, but with reuerence and fear we leaue to his god- 
©e lie wildom the ordering of his creatures , neither yet can 
you be able to prouc, that we either by word or writing 
hauc affirmed,that the principall end ofany mines crea~ 
tion was perpetual! paine. But we afirme,as before we ha- 
ue declared, that God for him felfand for the manifefta- 
mtion of his own glorie hath created all thinges. But of this 
muft after more largely fpeake- 
The finall conclufion which ye colleGe of nature, is 
hat God hath created none to mifcrie nor pain. For that The blaf- 
your mafter Caftalio feareth not moft blah phemoufly to phemy of 
ffirme,fayig,y if he hath fo done,he is more crewell the 
meny wolfe. O heauen and earth reuenge this phemie. 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS. 


‘That man which here fuffereth mifcrie and much 
calamizic , yea and that alfo fhalbe adiuged to the fyre § 
inextiguible, is created of God, or (as you affiicme)isthe § 
birchot God: I fuppofe your felues will not deny. Ang § 
that he fuffereth all miferies by gods iuft iudgementes, 
and by his will expreffed in his worde, the {cripcure beas & 
reth record. For God faieth to the woman, in forow and 
dolor fhalt thou beare thy children . Tothe man: Inthe 7 
fweate of thy face fhalt thow cate thy bread, and alfo: cur 7% 
fed isthe earth for thy fake. Which(and many mo piaces) |= 
plainely witnes , that God hath inflicted pain vponmam —@ 
whom he hath created . You an{were : That did God for = 
the fin of man, I confeffe : But yetis your foot faftinthe 7 
fnare . For after fin,man ceafed not to be the creature ,& 
(as ye will terme him)the birth of God-4i thé God be fub 


ie& to the law of nature(as before we haue faid) and now 


agane repete , that your vanitie and ignorance may the 
more appere, fothat he is boiide to do the felf fame thing = 
to his birthes,that nature moueth vs to doto our childré: 7 
I aik firtt why did God fuffer man created to his owni- 
mage to fallintofin? afluredly no natural! father will 77 
wittingly and willingly fufter his children to fall intoae 7 
itor dongeon to deftruction. And fecondarely I afke, 
why did not God(who is omnipotent, hauing all wifdom 
and goodnes)prouyde an other medicine for man, thes” 
by death to ouer¢om fo many miferies? Thirdly if God W 
wold that none fhoulde be borneto miferie , why didke | 
not clearly purge the nature of Adam? why did henot 
_ ftay chat venom and corruption in our firft father . why 77 
did he permitt it to infec all his pofteritie? There ism 
fhift chat here can ferue you.For if you fay ,God wasp © 
uoked by the finnes of the pofteritic, which he did forele 
to be in them, fo to do:I anfwer,that he forefaw nothing = 
which his erernall and infinit power might not haue re] 
moued ad remedied, if fo had pleafed his godlie wifdom® 
for then as now, was he the God , whoalone may @ | 


what fo cuer he will in heauen and in earth . And 


May, that the foiitain being fhet vp,the flowing of 
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propagation fhould haue ceafed . To gods per - 
mufsion we fhail aiter anfwer. To put end to this mater, 
if ye cOfider nothing els in the great varietic of gods wor 
kes but the onely miferie of the fufferer,ad fin which (we 
Me @lenic notto be acaufe of the fame) ye haue no better pro 
fited in the (choole of Chrift, then had the difciples,whé 
Me feing him that was born blind’, they demanded this que- 
ftion, Mailer {ay they) who hath finned, whether this 
or his parentes : that he fhould be born blind ? No other 
caule did they fe ot his miferic but fin. And to thé it was 
ftrige that any man could fin fo greuoufly before he was 
borne , that for the fame he fhould be punifhed with per- 
—_ blindnes during his life.And that he fhould fuffer 
uch miferie for ihe offences of his Parentes , appered to 


them to repugne to gods iuftice ,and to that fentence 
@ which before he had pronounced by the Prophete Eze- 
chic! athrming, thar she fon fhould not beare the iniqui- 
tie ofthe father. But Chriftc lefus in corre&ting their er- 
ror,giueth to you a profitable leflon if ye can receauc it: 
afhirming, that neither he, neither yet his Parents had fin - 
© ned that fo he fhould be borne, but that the glorie of God 
fhou'd be manifefted in him . If gods glorie be declared 
© and made manifeft eucn by the miferies which fom crea 
© tures funicin: Dare youtherefor accufe God of creweltic? 
= Confider your bold foolifhnes, and repent your blafphe- 
mics before that vengeance ftrike. 
After tha: ye haue concluded as you thinke, our 
Ppiniontobe naughtie, by arguments drawcn from na- 
7 ture,you make a bold promes to prouc the fame by plain 
©) fcriptuces: And yet your firft entrance is but by a reafon 
notwell grounded vponthefe fcriptures which ye alled- 
ge. Thus ve write: If God hath ordeined the moSt part of the 
world toperdition. then were his wrath greater then his mer- 
= ste, but the firipture witneffeth that his mercie is oner all bis crea 
tures . Frgo (wil lye conclude)he hath not created the most 
part of the world to perdition . To prouc that gods mercic is 
| greater then his wrath, ye bring furth the wordes of Da- 
uid. Pfa!.30.&s45. Ifaiah.4. and of felf pro- 
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vo AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
claming his own name vnto Moifes : for thefe wordesan § 
not the wordes of Moifes (as ye alledge) but were {pokes § 
by God him felfin the eares of Moiles. 
Tothe Maior I haue anfwercd before, that falfly ge 
burden vs,that we affirme that God hath ordeined 7 ma @ 
arte of the world to perdition: for we prefume not to de. 
Fe what nombre God fhall faue, and how many he fhall 
iuftly condemne, bur with reuerence we do referre mudge- © 
mét to him, who is the vniuerfall creator, whofe goodnes 7% 
and wifdom is fuch that he can do nothing but wilely and 77 
whofe iuftice is fo perfect that his workes are exépted ft 
the iudgement of all creatures . But the fecond part affir- @ 
myng that if God condemne mothen he fhall faue , thar 7% 
then his wraith is gseater then his mercic , is fo irreueret, 4 


by 


fo bold,and blafphemous, y fcarfly couldeI haue thoght, 


y y deuill him felf could haue imagined a more manifeh 
lafphemie . Who hath giuen the balance intothy hadee 7% 
(I to the moft blafphemous writer)to poder ad wey 
smercie , and wraith after thy corrupt iudgementtil 
thow claimeft the helpe of thefe former fcriptures they 7 
proue no more that which thow pretendeft, then ifthow | 
fhouldeft affirm that God fhall faue the deuill ,becaufe hi 
mercie is aboue all his creatures. We do no: deny but¥}e 
moft wicked men are participant of gods mercie intem: 7) 
porall felicicie (yea and y farre abouc his chofen childtt) > 
that he maketh his fon to fhyne vpé the good ad bad, tht] | 
with long fuffering he calleth them to repentance and de 
Jaieth their moft iuft c6demnation. But what wilt thowht 


- 
~ 


reof c6clude,that God hath ordeined mo to faluatié, tht 
to perdition?orels is his wraith greater thé his mercie?Bll 77 
phemous mouth , who hath taught’ the to appoint alan 1, 
God? The day fha!l come (if fpedelie thow repent not} 
thow fhalt fele what punifhmér is due to fuch as gn abot 
te to bring the eternal God and his incoprehenfible iudg 
méts vnder thrald6 of their corrupt reafon . But 3 
P 

t 


ee 


thee, return tothofe, whd gladly I wold iftruat, ad roth 
Tfay : that the wordes of Dauid and of Ifaiah do {peaked 
that rich and ineftimable mercie , which God laieth 
ftore for his chofen children: to whom althogh God fom © 


| fee: 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


= referued to the chofen chi 
>= himfelf fhall deftroy the wicked, albeit his mercie be oucr 

© allhisworkes . And fo that mercie by the which God pro- 
% noticeth to gather his Church is cucrlaftig ad is not como 


mes fhew him felf fcuere and angry, yet indureth that but 
for a fhort fpace, but his mercie is euerlaftig,ad his good - 
nes infinit, by the which he maricth his cholen children to 
him felf for euer, and whether that thefe wordes be oncly- 
pe: to the cleét, orels that they be generally fpokento 
We all,let the holie Goft decyde the controuerfie . After that 
Dauid hath affirmed that God is liberall mercifull , pariét 
ee and of great genziines, and alfo that he is good to all, and — 


Oe chat his mercic is ouer all his workes , that the cies of all 
creatures look vpon him,and that he is iuft in all his wOr - 
Oe kes:by which fentences he praifeth the goodnes,the mer- 
9 cic , andthe prouidence of God in the regiment & gouer 
> nement of his vniuerfall creation,which goodnes ad mer- 
7% cie do fo abounde, that the innumerable iniquities of m&-_ 
kind and his deteftable ingratitude ca not veterly hinder 
fame from the creatures. After thefe cOmon mercies(1 
9 fay) whereof the reprobate are ofté partakers, he openeth 
9 the treafure of his riche mercies which are kept in Chrift 


4 Iefus for his elect: Saing ,the Lord is nigh to all that call v- 
= pon him,to all that call vpon him in veritie : he doeth the 


will of thofe that fear him, and he heareththeir crie, and 
faucth thé. The Lord kepeth all thofe that loue hi, but he 
>» deftroieth all the wicked . fuch as willingly delite notin Notethe — 
blidnes,may clerely fe, that the holie Goft maketh a plai- plat dif- 
> ne differéce betwexr the graces and mercies which be cé - ference. 


m6 toall,and that mercie which is immutably 
dren,and further that the Lord 


= to Pi reprobrate, but is onely proper to y flocke of Chrift 
lIefus. The wordes of God fpoken vnto Moifes do no mo- 
m re ferue your pnrpofe then dothe other . For Godin his 
= law exprefledly doeth witnes to whom it is that he will 
 fhew mercic to thoufandes, to witt to thofe that loue him, 
@ and kepe his commandements , and vpon whom will he 
profecute the iniquitie vntothe third and fourth genera- 
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Pfal. 14f 


Exed. 2@ 


tid: thofe (faieth he)y hate me. If hercof ye coclude v 
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9. AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
his mercie towardes all is greater then his wraith ye con-@ 
clude amis.For ye confound thofe whom God hath fepa-§ 
rated and deuided , he promifeth mercie to the thoulal Am: 

~ generation of thofe that louc him and threatneth to puniiiies 
fhe the iniquitic of the fathers to the third and fourthegaiRer 
neration vponthofe that hate him . Hereot iuitly ye Cagis 
no further cdclude, but that the mercie of God is greats) 

towardes thofe that louc him, thé his wraith againft 
fe that hate him. And fo far will we confes with you-ba/@ 
if youabide in yourerror , concluding as you plainely | 
do in this your booke , that the wrathe of God mufth 
sip then his mercie except that he faue mo then fhall Wie 
codemned(as fom of your feétes hath lately affirmed) ™] 
we fear not to affirme that your blafphemie is intoller- 
ble.Orifyou think(as fome alledge vpon Origenc tha) @ 
becaus gods mercie isinfinit and extendeth vatoallhs 

workes, that therefor the reprobate can not but oncea 7% 

tein mercie. The plain fcripture céuidteth you. For ita- 

firmeth, that the wraith of God abydeth vp6 the vnfaith 

full , that their fyre ie"? hot be quenched , and that thet 7 

-worme fhall not die . If ye fhall vnderftand that the 

hath nothing which they receaue not of mercie, and tha 
Howgods the punifhment of the reprobate is moft iuftly deferuchiag 
mercy is you fhall not mefure gods mercie and his wraith by 
greater multitude nor by the nombre, but ye oght to 
theuhis that where none is worthie of gods mercics by their 
wrath. merits,yct hath it continued from the beginning and fl 
cotinue vnto the end,cuer extending the felf to gods chi 
dren being in mifcrie . and fothis mercie muft far fur 
mountall wraith and iudgement: for where the wraitho 

_ God once kindled againft finne oght to haue confume] 
and deuoured all, mercic preualeth, and delyuereth thok | 

that iuftly might haue bene condemned. And in this fr @ 
fe(fay we ) that gods mercie far furmounteth his iudge™ 
mentes , which interpretation if you admit not , we wi | 
fend you to reafon with God , andto impugne the famt = 
if you be able by manifeft {criprures. Now to thereft. 
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OFGODS PREDEST:. 73 
THE ADVERSARIE. | 
Ofall fortes and Settes of men 1 hane indged shem to be The fix 
oStabhorred which arecalled Athei that isto fay , fuch as de- te 
that there is any God . But now me think thefecareleffemen 
much more to be abborred , my reafon is becaufe they be more 
rnivriousto God thenthe( Athey ) for heislesinmrioustoaman 


belewcth that he is not,then he which calleth him a cruel ma 
Wee tyrant , and an vniuSt perfon , fo are they les inturious to God 
ich belewe that he is not, thenthey which fay he is vumercs- 
l,cruell, and an oppreffor. Now what greater crueltie ,tyran-— 
ie,and opprefsio can be, then to creat the mo5t parte of the world 4 
4 oli damnation , [o that by no maner of mean they can 
and uuoid the crwell decre and [entence againSt the. Ses 
Bhe Bhilofopher Plato iudged them vn-worthie to live, and to be fuf 
ered in any comme welth which fpake euill of God , what oght 
indgements to be of fach men which hawe wicked an opi - 
Pep ion of God: what fo ewer our iudgement be of them,and what fa 
Beer their deferuing be , let vs labore rather to win them then ¢ 
lofe them. But forafmuch ashe which toucheth pitche is in dam 
Mirer to be defiled therewith . Therefor oght we to walk warely 
Sppvith (uch men,that we be not defyled and infetted of them. Spe 
feing that now a daies this horrible dottrine doeth freate 
even as the difeafe of a cankar which infette from one mem- 
Ore to an other vutill it hath occupied the hole bodie without it be 
away , ewen fo this error hatl, alredie infetled from onetoan _ 
Wether 2 greate nombre . The lord grante them the true meam 
Mgend vnderStanding of his worde , whereby they may be healed, 
the ficknes cut of the membre being f. awed. 
ANSWER. | 
ae Becaus that in all this your long difcourfe,ye more Tothet.  _ 
hew your malice(which vniuftly againft vs ye haue con 
ecaued ) then cither ye oppugne our beleif , either yer 
Promote your fals opinion . I will not fpend the ryme to 
your difpite . Onely this! will offerin the Tother.3 
@pame ofall my brethren , that ifyou be able in prefence os: 
a lawfull and magiftrate cuidently to vs, 
ey cither we {peak cuill of God, either yet y by our writin | 
preaching orrcafoning, it iuftly can be proued that 
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74 AGAT 
our opinion is cuill, of his eternall maieftie, power, wif- 
‘dom,and goodnes, that then we refufe not to fuffer the f 
me punifhment which you by the auctoritie of Plato iud- 
ge vsworthy of. Yea we further offer our felues willingly 
to vnderlie the es death which God by his law hath ap- 


THE ADVERSARIE. 


Thefe-  Godcreated mana -verey good thing, and dare you fay thas 


venth  Godordeined a verey good thing to'deStruction? Then God deli- 


fe@ion teth in the defiruction of that which is verie ood 


creation was 4 inst and innocent creature.for afore the tran[gref- 
fion there was no ewill neither in Adam nor in-vs , and think you 
that God ordeined his iwSt and innocent creatures to condemna- 
tion? what greater tyranme and set Sy can the moft 
wicked man in the world, yea the denil him felf do, then te con- 
demne the innocent and inkt 

fe careles men be more abominable then the Athei, which belene 


will: then muff God be worfe then the dewil . For the deuil onely 


_ tempted men to fall , but God compelleth them to fall by his im- 


mutable decre.Oh horrible blafphemie. 
ANSWE R. 


Becaus that before plainely and fimply IThauede- @ 
clared our iudgement of gods eternall election, and moft © 
iuft reprobation in all thefe your difpitefull arguments, — 

ee I will oncly fhew your malice,ignorance , and proude va- — 
nitie . This is your argumen: , God created manaveri¢ 
good thing thereforhe did not ordein him to deftruGtis. | 

your reafon is: for that is contrarie to his iuftice, to or- © 

dcim a good thing to deftrutis. I anfwere if ye be ableto | 

‘prowe 


Dewt.19- pointed toall blafphemers prouided that you refufe nor 
to vnderlie the fame penaltie, if fallly ye accufe vs. What | 
Tothe 6. is your ftudic to win vs, and whether our doctrine be hor © 
rible error or not,I donot now difpute. Thus you reafon, — 


perfow? Hereby may we fethat thee | 


there is no God . But thefe affirme God to be as bad asthe deml — 
3 yea and worfe : for afmuch as the denil can onely tempt 4 manto 
death ,but he can compell none to fall -vnto codemnation, but God 
may not onely tempt , but alfo compell hy his eternall decre the — 
most part of the world to damnation . And fo done (as they 
fay). fo that of neceftitie and it was his pleafureand 
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oue that man ftoode in the fame goodnes, perfe&tid and 
innocétie ( he ad his pofteritie whome fo so ye prai 
fe ) in the which hewas firft created , then willl confefle 
your a to be good. But if man(albeit he was crea- 
ted good) did yet willingly make him felt euill how can it 
_ be contrarie to the iuftice of God to appoint punifhemér 
for tranfgrefsion, which he did not onely forefe by an id- 
le {peculation,or yet fuffre and permitt againft his omni~ 
ent will, but in his crernall counfell for the manifefta- 
tid of his own glory had decreed the fame. oe which, 
albeit ye cry horrible blafphemie till your braines drop 
out, yet haue we Moifes Exod. 9. Ifaiah. 6. Salomonand 
Paul to abfoluc vs from your cruell fentéce . For they do 
afhrme that God hath created all thinges for his own glo 
rie,and the wicked tothe day of deftruction, thathe rai- 
fed vp Pharao that his power might be fhewen furthin 
him:that he blindeth the eis and hardeneththe heartesof 
fome , fo that they can neither heare nor fe that they may 
conuert: That God hath prepared bothe veflels of mercie 
_and veffels ofwraith which places albeit fom of them {e- 
me not to apertein tothe creation, yet if they be iuftly lind . 
weyed it fhall euidently appere thatthe hardnes of men- Bes coal 
nes heartes , their blindnes and ftubborn malice are not #4) 
onely punifhments of finne, but alfo are the effects of re - "°° of 
probation, like as faith, obedience, and other vertues be hart are 
the fre giftes of God geuen in ChriftIefus to thofe whom effectes 
he hath eleGted in him. But yet to your argument, which 
thus ye amplifie : do ye think that God ordeined hisiuft “°”- 
and innocent creatures to damnation? what greater tyran 
Nie and vnrighteoufnes can the moft wicked man in the 
earth, yea the deuil him felf do:zthen to cSdemne a ad 
aninnocent perfon. 
lanfiver (as before ) that your argument is nought 
worthe. For you conclude more then ye be able to proue 
se two former propofitiés:which be thofe, God crea 
ted man a verie good thing. Trew itis,and God reproba- 
ted mi and fhall alfo condéne him whé he created good, 
I grant alfo, Therefor he damned the good thing which he 


ua 


1 


yo AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
created,or that thing which is verie good, I deny the cos. | 


clufion . For before damnation there cometh a changeia | 
man, fothat he of verie good, became extreme euill, and | 
fo gods iuft:iudgements found nothing but that whichis | 
euill to condemne . You forme your reafon, as that God | 
had fo created mi good,that he by no meanes after could 7 
be made euill, which laft part is fals,and fo you are decea © 
ued. If ye ci not iuft caufes why God fhould make that | 
thing verie good which after fhould becom exttremet- | 
uill , accufe your own blindnes, and defire of God tore. | 


pres in you that prefumption and pryde , which againt 


Why God the erernall Sonne of God you haue conceaued , and fo 
ereated n& your eyes fhalbe illuminated and you fhail fe firft tha 


or dey 


fall. 


who, becaus the creator is infinitly good , that therefor it beho 
- ueth the creaturesintheir original creation to be good. 
ned newer And fo I doute not was the deuil created good, but in the | 
thelesto Veritie he ttood not.And fecdarely that becaufe the iutt 
ijudgeméts of God were no les to fhyne in the damnation _ 
of the reprobar : then his infinite mercie was to be prai- | 
fed in the veflels of honor, it behoued the one and theo- | 
ther to be innocent and good in their creation . For ifthe | 
- original had bene euill , God iuftly could not haue after | 
dined that which he had made no better . but fo we muf 


confeffe that it was good that ( yet willingly corrupt 
the felf)ma made away to the mott iuft executié o 


eternal coi fell.And laft thar the erernall purpofe of God | 
ee 6 in tyme be notified vnto mi, w was that God wold | 
beftow greater liberalitie, fhew greater loue 4d mercies | 
the redéption of mi iuftly damned then that he did in his/ 
creation . Of nothing he did creat him ( for his corporal | 
fubftice was made of the duft(which fomrymes was n0t) | 
to his own image and fimilitude , to him he gaue the do-| 
minion of all creatures , thefe were documents of a trit’ 
loue . But ifthey be compared with that loue , whichit| 


Chrift Iefus we receiue and that of fre grace,they are » 


thing . For what is the dominion of earthlie creaturesit| 
refpect, that we thall reigne with Chrift Icfus 
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what were the pleafures and fruites of Paradife in compa 
rifon of thofe heauélie ioyes which fain& Paul affirmeth 
can not enter in to the heart of man?1f man had ftand per 
petually in Adam , neither had the loue of God fo won- 
© deroufly bene notified vnto vs,neither yet had place ben 
} grated to his fre grace ad mercie, W we receiue in Chrift 
lefus.For mercy properly hath refpe& to miferie. But ¥ 
cheif comfort of gods children is , thatasthey fellin A- 

dam , fo are they new transferred in an other that is in 
Chrift Iefus,to whom they are giuen, and who(as before 
we haue proued) hath fo receauedthem from the hand of 
his Father that he fhall giue lief euerlafting to fo many 


as the Father hath giuen him. Ifye(I fay) cannotadmite 


thefe reafons, why it behoued mito be created good,and 
yet after to fall in to fin and meferie , accufe your felucs, 
ftorm not againft God. for he will not be fubie¢t to your 
reafon & iudgemenrs: your horrible againtt 
God, and your difpitefull raling againft vs at this tyme 
I will omitt . and how impudently ye leap from the pur- 
fe of gods reprobation tothe execution of his iudge- 
ent, fhalbe fpoken , in weying this your reafon which 
thus foloweth. : | 


THE ADVERSARIE. 


The feripture witneffeth that wedid fall in Adam. for Th 


damnation came of one finne nto condemnation:then did we all 
Stand afore in Adam, for none falleth but he that Standeth . If 
we did all Stand then were we all sftinate to lief for as our 
fall bere isto damnation and » fo is our Standing nto fal- 
wation and lief . And to confirme this we hane many teStimonies 


in the word, which prone vs to be elected chofen,and Shnat © 


to li the fall but none that any man to be abiefled, 
, and finne by which death 
entred into the world. Paul to the E phefians [aieth. God did choo 
fe vs in Chrifte before the foundations of the world were laid, 
and ordeined vs before through hin tobe heires wnto 
and were therunto predeStinat .1 pray you |hew me any teStime- 

wie of the feripture which fo manifestly proneth that Ged hath 3 
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the foundations of the world . God hath 


4 reprobate any before 

. 49+ 10 of perfons . For be calleth the world from the ri 
of downe of the fame . he made 
4-Efar.8 


of 

and great and ce fit they be all the work of 

| fhould com to nought . but he prepared ‘ e 
GoS# faieth that God hath not made death neither hath he pleas 

| fure in the deStruttion of the living. for he created all things that | 

they might haue their being , yea all the people of the earth hath | 


that theyfbould helthe and the:rfhould be no de- 
Struction in them ‘and that the kingdom of hell rie 

earth . what can be more plainely and more directly {po 
this error? In an het pl efaieth the holie Gost: God 
created man to be wndestroyed: and agane God ordcined man 
Sapien. 9 that he fhould order the.world according to equitie end richteou)~ 


nes,and execute tudg ement with atrue hearte, doeth God ordein © 
6 man to rule the world according to righteou{nes whom here- — 
ated? Do men gather grapes(as Chrift fareth of thornes and | 


7 figges of thijilestenen fo enerie good tree good | 
3 l fruite , 4 good tree | 

can not bring furth badd fruit neither can a badd tre bring furth | 

good ite. Matth. 7. Esther make the tre eood,and the fruite | 


tes. But acorrupt tree bringeth furth eu: 


Matth.12 gee orels the tre ewill and his fruite ewill. Either grant man at 
’ bis creation te be righteous and good , and then I think ye will 
abhorve to fay that God afore the foundations of the world did 


veprobate his good and righteous creature,orels grant him at his 
Creation to euill vnrighteous . Could then 
righteous iudgement fuch an -vnrighteous tree? furtherif 
man at his creation was an enill thing then was he not the crea 
ture of God. For God al that he had made, and they were 
man at his creation or afore was reprobate ,and ore 
‘for d 
God damned none but fuch as be gyltie.Ifhe was giltie afore Ins 


ined ‘vnto death then was man giltie afore the tran 


fon then was be a finner being yet innocent 


trans 
afore he ewer confenteth or committed finne. And fo co 


fend any faithfull mannes eares. 
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nfe “deh 
of this error,I may inferre many mo fuch abfurdities as Toowld 
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ANS WER. 
As noman ofhole iudgement did euer denie that 


io Adam we did fall, fol think you ad your fect feta part | 


there hath ben none that euer did affirme that in Adam we 
were predettinar to lief cuerlaiting. Truc it is y we ftood 
% in Adam, created in his loynes , butI fuppofe that ye will 
| nothold thatthe children had greater priuiledge then had 
@ the father. Adam did not fo ftand, but that he was fubieé 
to the law,the transgrefsion whereof made him dettour to 


death. Tofpeake the matcr more did fo 


ftand that he might(and did)fall as the euent declared.ad 
were his children fo ele& in him that they could not fall: 
fo ye appere to conclude.For thus yereafon: if we did all 
{tand then were we al] predeftinate to lief , for as our fall 


here is to damnation and death, fois our ftading vnto fal- — 


uati6 and lief. Afluredly thefe reafons appear meruclous 
{trage ro me,and principally that which ye bring furth of 
falling and ftanding: for it hath in the felf plain contradi- 
&tion.for if we fell in Adam to death, how canwe ftand in 
him now vnto lief.If you had faid as that our fall was to 
damnation and death, fo fhould our ftanding haue ben to 
faluatié and lief, ye might hauc had fom probabilitie.For 
your error had onely ftand in this, that ye do not confi- 


der that Adam was not created to ftand for cuer in him The gre- 
felf.and much les his pofteritie in him.But when ye fay as und of the 
our fall is to death, fo is 5 ftanding vnro lief, you plainely 4 
{peak, what fo cuer ye think, that yereither in Adi,cither error. 
in our felues we both falland ftand. But this do we vtter-_ 
ly abhorre, for we fear not plainely to confeffe that we ha * 


ue no aflurance cither of ftanding either yet of licf but in| 


Chrift Iefus alone in wh6 we be ingrafted,and without w-_ 
h6 we ca do nothing . In few nob, to repete the anfwer a, 


of your former obie&tid,In Ada did no mi ftand otherwi 


fe thé he did. But he did ftad Wa cddition to fall and y cué hich od 
to death: Therefor in Ada did none ftad tolicf. The com- . 6 shat 
fenfe of mi will approue firft part of this my argu- Adis 


mét. for who ca think that any difcéding of Adam by his 


meanes could haue greater libertie thé he hi felf had?And ba Stand 


mB whe euét ad that which folowed declareth the ycritie of the 
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gto AGAINST THE ADVERS., 
fecond part.For not onelie ypon Adam faicth the Apoftle 
cam death . But eué from him defcended death vntoall, 
How then couldany ftand in him to lief? Let reafonable 
men confider. 
Anfwerto =Toprouc that all were predeftinat and chofenin Adi @ 
the fcript® before the foiidatids of the worldwere laid,ye brig furth 
resfhame- the reftimony of Paul written in the firft chap. tothe E- | 
fully abe~ phefians , which we before haue entreated , and therefor | 
- fedby ere I oncly will open your falfhed. Wonder it is that fig 
aduer me fhould be fo far patt you : that where the holie Goft 
faries. plainely affirmeth , that we were cle&ted and chofen ig 
2 Chriftelefus before the foundations of the world were 
laid, that this eletion ye fhould affirm to be made in As 
dam.lf you obieét that you fpecifie not Ada:! anfwer that 
jsall a like:for of your former (1 mentes it cafely may 
be efpicd whom ye vnderftand . For when thus ye reafon | 
we did all ftand in Adam , ergo we were all predeftinatto | 
lief, what ishe that clearly may not perceaue that your | 
meaning is, that we were all predeftinat to lief in Adam | 
For els you had faid nothing to proue your own purpofe 
For we aftirm that we were eleéted before the foundati6 
of che world was laid-But the controuerfie ftandeth, in we 
hom. We affirmeand moft coftantly beleue, that in Chri 
fte Iefus the eternall Sonne of the erernall Father , were | 
we elected before all tymes - This ye can not abyde and 
therefor ye feke all meanes to obfcure the glorie of him | 
to whé the Father hath geuen all power in heauen and ia | 
earth:fomtymes ye fay(as now I hauc declared ) that this 
election was madc in Adame : But whill that this will not 
ferue you , ye runtoan other fhift alledging tat the A> 
poftle {fpeaketh here of a gencrall eleétion of the hole | 
world,and not of any certer election which fhould abyd | 
for euer , and fo in fhifting from one danger ye fall into ny 
i another as after in examining of that your vain reafoo he 


euidently fhall appere. §° 
_ _Yeinftantly require that we will fhew any reftimo gr 
ni¢ of the {cripture that hath reprobate any before the fol i 

re 


dations of the world . If it be the pleafure of God to giue 
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OF GODS PREDEST 
--ynto you the fpirite of wifdom and of reuclation bythe | 


knowledge of hi felf , that the eics of your mynd may be _ 
illuminated that ye may know what isthe hope to the 
which he hath called you, and how rich is the glorie of 
that inheritance , which he hath prepared for his faintes, 
yc fhall require no place more plaine , nor more cuident 
then the fame, which moft ignorantly , orels moft mali- 
cioufly ye do abufe. for ifthere be any differéce betwext 


the faintes,the faithfull, that be bleffed with all {piriruall 
benedi€tid, betwext thofe(I fay)y were elected in Chrifte 


lefus before all tymes, that in tyme be called, and by the 
power of the holie f{pirite do giue obediéce to the caller, 
and fo are made citezens with the faintes and houfhold of 
God, as they that are builded vpon the foundation of the 
Prophetes ad Apoftles:if any ditteréce (I fay) be betwexet 
thefe former, and thefein whom the prince of this world 
doeth worke all filthynes and rebelli6, whom he holdeth 
captiue at his pleafure, who can not repent their deteita- 
ble liues , and therefor are reputed ftrangears from the 


common welth ofIfrael . And further if ye will beleue 


Chrift Iefus affirming and reioifing that it plceafed his Fa- Mats. 12. 


ther to hyde the fecretes of his kingdome from the pru - 
dent and wife, andto reuele the fame to litle ones, ad that 
becaus it was his pleafure : I truft ve fhall confeffe that 
thofe fcriptures be plaine ynough to proue that as fome 
were clected before the foiidatié of the world was laid, fo 
likewies were there others reprobated,as the finall end of 
bothe doeth witnes: But how ye wreftle againft this argu- 
mét we fhall after heare:4d how plainely I haue proued {6 
to be elected and others ro be reprobated,reade before ad 
iudge with indifferécie . If ye will céclude that God hath 
nocerten eleétion, ncither yet that he hath reprobated a- 
ny, becaus that he hath no refpeé& of perfones,and becaus 
he calleth the world from the rifing vp of the fon tothe 
going doune of the fame, becaus he made both {mall and 
great , and carcth (as ye falfly alledye ) for bothe alike, 
your affirmatiéd may wéll be bolde, t [think,that your 


probation fhalbe fclender. But firft I muft except againft 
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lob.34. 


ou, as againft fals witnes.for you alledge more vpon Eli 
u thé in the book of lob he atfirmeth. For he faieth noe 
that God careth for allalike . But faicth that his cies are 
vpon the waies of man , and that he docth fe all his goin- 


ges.And that neither you, neither any other fhallhaueoe } 
cation to complain of me, that vnuuitly I accufe you, of | 


falfifying the plain text, | will recite bothe the purpole 


and the wordes : Iob in vehemécie of difputation againg ; 
his thre frendes, who conftantly did affirm that God prot | 


uoked,by his finnes , had powred turth thofe fodane and 
ftrange plagues vpon him: lob fay in retelling this their 


accufation, and in confuting their reafons,did enter into | 
the fecretes of gods inferutable iudgementes further thé | 


it became any creature to do : and did feme to burdé God 
with iniuftice in defending his own innocétie - At which 
reafons Elihu offended atcerthat the other three were 
putto filéce takig vpo 


reproue lob affirmeth that | 


the wifdom , the power , the iuftice and the iudgementes | 
of God were incomprchenfible , that God could do no- | 


thing vniuftly how thatcuer it appered to mannes iudge- Gy 


ment , and amongetft other thinges he faieth : wilt thou 


fay vntoa king,thou art wicked, or vnto princes, ye are | 
vngodlie. How muche les to him that accepteth not the | 
perfons of Prinecs and not the riche more then 


the poore?For thcy be all the worke of his handes: They 


fhall dye fodenly , and the people fhalbe trobled at mi- | 
_ dnight,and they fhall paffe furth and take away the migh | 
tie withoute hand, for his cies are vpon the wayes of maf | 


and he feeth al his goings. Thus haue I noted partly y n0 


ne fhall think that thefe wagdes may feme to fauor 


error,and partly that your vntruethe in wrafting fuc 


ces may more manifeftly appere . Ignorance of the tone | 
gues may be fome caus in you , but in fome of you! cas | 
manifeftly proue that malice blindeth knowledge, and | 


compellcth you to fpeake and write againft your vnder- 
itanding. God touche your heartes with crue repentanee 


and giue you his holie f{pirit with greater reuerence @ | 
intreat his {criptures . But now to the {criptures that y@ j 
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alledge(God fay you)hath no refpe&t of perfos.Ergo wil 
ye coclude,he’hath no election . Y our conclufion is fals, 
and my reafon is, becaus that gods freelection depédeth 
not vpon the perfones of men , but vpon his own promes 
and good will: But to make this mater more fenfible; I wil 
make an argumét dire&tly againft yours. God refpefteth we 
not the of men. But yet amongeft men is found 
great diuerfitic bothe in vertue adin vice. Therefor the- 
re muft be fom caufe from whence this diuerfitie proce- dasihiis 
deth . Of the firft part 1 kuow ye doute not, and the fecéd 
parte is confirmed by common experience and by cui- 
dét {criptures.for how diuerfe be the inclinati6s of mé,no 
ne ca be ignorat, except fuch as do not obferue the fame. 
Such as attribute the caus of fuch diuerfitie to the fterres 
and to the influence of the Planetes are more then vaine: Influence 
education and vpbringing docth fomwhat bow nature of the Ster 
in that cafe:but neither of bothe is the caufe of fuch diucr re5- 
fitie : for how many haue bene norifhed in vertue rogi- Educatio. 
ther,and yer haue after fallen to mofte horrible vices,and 
in the fame perifhed?And contrarie wies how many haue 
bene wickedly broght vp,and yet by grace atteined to an 
holie conuerfation.If the caufe of this diuerfitie(I fay )fhal 
be E00 Lyn and foght, it fhall not be found in nature.for 
thereby were and are we all borne the fonnes of wraith:if 
in education and vp bringing, we fe how ofté thar faileth. 
The caufe thereof thé muft be of necefsitie wthout man. 
To make the mater yet more plaine by an exéple , Paule © 
pee Chrift Iefus,to be the onely Sauior of the world 

oth amongeft the Iewes and gentiles, to fom his prea- 
ching was the fauour of licf , and to others it was the fa- 
uour of death. from whence commeth this diuerfitie? — 
from the obedience, will, and faith of the one, fay you, 
and frome the ftubborne inobedience , and infidelitie of 
the other: you fay fomewhar, but not all . for true it is 
that faith and an obedient will, is that which we call 
Caufam propinquam, that is the next caufe to our appre- 
henfion : but what is the caufe that the will of one 
is obedient , and the will of the other ftubborne , 
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Thecanfe me: How fo euerye do fhift , the holie Goft in many pla- 
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= 


that the one doeth beleue and the other doeth blafphes 


isnotin ces plainely affirmeth the caufe not to be in nature nor 
nature of yet to procede of man,nor of his fre will, but to be the fre 
our factl grace of the caller,as Chrift Iefus doeth witnes: None can | 
full obedse com vnto me excepte my Father draw him: No mi canfe 
or the kingdom of God except he be bornc againe, and that | 
neither of blood neither the will of the tiefh, nor of the 
will ofman, but of God . who toucheth and opencth the 
heartes of fo many as he hath ordeincd to lief, to aduerte 
and belcue the thinges that be trucly preached : As thofe 
that be the fhepe of Chrifte Iefus,who heare his voice and _ 
know the fame. Thefe and many places mo,do moft plai 
the canje nely declare , whatis the caufe that fome beleue and 0- 
that fome thersbeleue not: to witt, that fom are born of God, and 
belewe and (0M are left in nature , fom are , & fom are goates. 
the heartes of fom are touched and opened by the finger | 
and Spirit of God, as it was faid to Peter: ficth and bloode | 
faithfull, hath not reucled this vnto the, but my Father which isin 
the heauen , and the heartes of others ar leftin their own 
blindnes and hardnes . If ye demand how is it then , that 
God refpeéteth not the perfon of man? I anfwer if ye did | 
vnderftad aright what is mét by accepration of perfons,, | 
chy to refpe&t perfons ye fhould not doute ia 
HowGod Acceptatié of perfons is when an vnworthie perfon 
vefpecteth is preferred toa worthie , cither by corrupt affection of 
not perfos- thofe that do preferre him, either yet for fome qualitie or 
external! beaurie that appereth in man. As if to the offie 
of a king or of a bufhope, fhould one be elected, that nei- | 
ther hath godlynes, knowledge, wifdom, nor yet the fpi- | 
rit of gouernement, becaufe he is riche, noble of bloode, | 
_ fare and luftie:and the perfons hauing giftes much more 
1.Sa.r6, ©xoCllent fhould be contemned: this is called acceptation | 
" of perfons . As Samuel feing Eliab and confidering his 
_ beautiec , and ftature doeth boldly pronounce in his own 
_ heart,affuredly before the Lord,this is his anoited. Such 
acceptation of perfons is not with God . for —— oe | 
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Hae hath not done fo to any nation, and his iudgeméts 
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|| nations and people , that be vpon the face of the earth, 
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_keth he to blood, riches, nobilitic, vertue, ftrength nor 


beautie temporall in his eternall election , but onely to 

his own ood will , and eternall purpofe by the which he 

hath cletted vs in Chrifte lefus.if ye fhall confider the {a That God 
me place depely ye fhall tind that none within the hole {cri hah not 

tures of God more contureth your error then it docth. refpect of — 

For as God refpecteth not the perfon of ma, fo refpecteth perjons 

he nothing, that is or can be within man,as the cheif cau- moft ens - 
fe of his cle€tion . For what can God forefe , confider or dently co- 
know tobein man that good is which floweth not from fiteth the 
his fre mercieand gocdnes , as-it is written: we are not erpor of 
fuflicient of our. feluues to think ahy thing that goodis the aduey 
but all our fufficiencie is of God , who worketh in vs [aries of 
bothe to will and performe . Then ifall vertue what l0 gods prede 
eucr bein vs, be the work of God , can the work folow=- $Hingeior. 
ing , be the caufe of gods erernail purpofe? If the cau- The caufe 
fe and the effectes proceding of the fame, be things diuer and effett 
fe , then are our vertues and fruites notthe caule of gods gre diver. 
election , but are the effect and fruit which ofthe Emme fe. 
{pring as the Apoftle docth witnes faing: God 

1ath chofen vs that we fhould be holie , 4d without blame 
And Chrift lefus: faieth you haue not chofen me but I ha 
ue chofen you, and haue appointed you to go, and to 
bring furth fruite . This 1am compelled oft ro repete, be- 
caus in it moft fhamefully ye crre, arrogating to your fel 
ues that which is proper to gods oncly mercie and fre gra 
ce.If you vnderitand this former place of {eriprure which 
affirmeth that God hath no refpect of perfons as your 
book doeth witnes,to witt , that God caretha like for all, 
that he no more loueth the onc,thé the other,except that 


Mit be for their obedience , the hole fcripture of God doeth 
itnes againft Was the loue of God no to A- 
braham aud to his pofteritie, then it was to t 


i reftofthe 
ations?Moifes and Dauid do witnefle the contrarie: Say - 


th not fhewed to them, oncly the, hath he chofen of Dest.7. 


at thow fhouldeft be vnto hima peculiar . And 
| | iii. 
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 deferne to 
nig eleéled equall in creation, and corruption maketh lifference | 


betwext them , according tohis cternall purpofe , refpe- | 
cting Chrift lefus and not their merites . How that 
the prowde and vngodlie ftorme at this, I nothing doute, | 
but the children of God do thereof receaue mofte fingu- | 
lar confolation as that it is the chefeft caufe why that wit} 


before we haue declared,to witt,no vertue, no obedience, 


no good qualitie chat was in them, but onely his fre lone, | 
fre grace,and vndeferued mercie,as he hi felf doeth pie 
ue 


nely affirme?I will haue mercie vpon whom! will 


mercic,and faint Paule: it is neither of the willer,ncither 
yet of the runner, but of God that fheweth mercie to fach | 
as pleafeth him. And thus I fay you can not iuftly norri- | 
htly conclude, that God hath ncither chofen nor reproba | 
> ted any man, becaus he hath no refpeé of perfons. foras | 
before haue faid,his erernall eletion dependeth neither | 


vpon man, neither yet vpon any thing thatis within 


mi,but is purpofed in him felf,and eftablifhed in Chrift | 


Iefus , in whom we are elected , becaus that in our felues 
there ncither was neither yet could be any worthines , w- 
hich could merite or deferue fuch honour and dignitié. 


we fhould And fo God refpecteth not the perfons of men, their | 


tues, nor qualiteis in their eleétion , but finding themall 


hout allitrembling and feare , they ftoupe before his Mz 


icftic , and giuing thankes for thefe ineftimable benefits; 
do craue of his mercie fuch a puretie of lief as becomett| 


his children. 


kes called . Your feriptures which ye from the book 


of wifdom and frome Efdras (his fourth booke ) , I will 


fhortly anfwere . That albeit ye will ren thoufand tyme} 
deck ad decore them with the title of the holie Goft, Imi) 
notthe more creditt them . Nor that I deny but thatiy 
them there be thinges conteined , profitable to edifice 


tion , bur if thattherefor ye will vpon any place writ 
within them , conclude a doétrine contrarie to the 


of the canonicall fcriprures,I will anfwer with the ancitt) 


writers, that they were not written, that vpon them 
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ce,giue cuer that reucrence vote the veritie or God, t 


any thing of election, or reprobation , but the writers in 
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our faith be eftablifhed. Lett thé ferue, it fo pleafe you to 


exhortation, but for confirmation of any doétrine fhail 
thev neuer ferue vnto me . Neither yet this dol fay ,that 
I dothink any of thefe places(rightiy vnderftand)to ma 

ke any thing for your purpofe, but that I will by gods 8 


Renerece 


the voices of men fhall not with me be céparable vnto it. 7), 


wor 
It may be greatlie fufpected what fom men now a 4, 

daies do mea to afcribe that to y holie Gott which the au 
thors them felues did onely afcribe to their own diligen- 
ce and trauelle , and were alio compelled ro aik perdon of 

the readers that they could not atteine,no not cuen to the 
proprictie of the togue in the whichthey did write Vieth R 

the holie Goft I pray you whofe power lowfeth the ton- pyojoeye 

gues of the dombe, in that maner to be fuppliat vnto mé, o¢ Eiclefia 
and for his imperfection to begge pardon at their handes? F4i.y. id 
Confider,and impute nothing vpon the holic Goft, which 
‘becometh not the Maieftie of God.but left that ye fhould 
complain that yet your {criptures are not refolued , I will .7,5. of 
~ you a generall anfwer to all, which is this. That nei - 4), fecond 

er the booke of wifdom, neither yet Ecclefiafticus,nei- of 
ther yet Efdras in thefe places that be alledged do intreat 4. 


all thofe places which ye alledge do ftudie to amend the 
corrupt maners of their aeges, and to impofe filéce to the 
wicked tongues of many . of whom fom accufed God as 
author of finne which entred inby malice of the deuill, 
who did corrupt the good creature of Ged created to his 
own image to reule in equitic and iuftice. whodoeth 
not fe bur that this writer , who fo euer he was;reteineth | 
him felf, wirhin the reache of mannes la- 
boring to conuiét their cdfcience which malicioufly im 
puted vnto God , that which he did not worke inthem? 
But that they of their own fre will did follow 4d obey ini 
that therefor they fhould fuffer their iuft con - 
emnation. And tharthis my interpretation of their myn 
des is truc,let their own wordes witnes for thus it is writé. 
They. haue faid with them felues , not righteoufly Sup 
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refent profperitic, Let vs opprefle the poore man being 


juit, let vs not {pare the widowe , neither yet lect vs reue~ | 
rence the log aeged ad white heares of the ancient, but let; | 
the ftrength of our power, be the law of iuftice.and fo far 
furth he accufcth their opentyranny , andthen conclu- | 
did erre,for they wee 


 deth thefe thinges,they thoght and 
re blinded by their own malice: neither haue they knowé 


the myfteries of God (I wonder that ye marked not this 


place ) neither haue they hoped for the reward of holy- 


nes.for God created ma to immortalitie(here I note your’ 
falfhode: for God created man to be vndeftroy~ | 


ed)and made to his own fimilitude. Now let the in- 


different reader iudge,whether you or I do nerer atteinto | 
mynd of the wryter you(I fav do affirme, that he | 
-denieth that God hath either cle¢ted or reprobated any | 


man,or Ithat deny that to be any parte of his mynd , but 
fay, he reproueth mannes malicious blafphemy and ma- 


The argument which ye gather of the — - 
rm by | 


ter ofthe fame book , and wold feme to con 
wordes of Chrifte fpoken in the feuenth of Mathew, hath 
no greater force then the former, for the writer defineth 


not what God had determined in his fecrete and eternal | 
counfell,but what he hath expreffedly cOmitted to mane | 


nes charge by his law , and by his holie Spirit {peaking im 


-his Prophetes , and that him felf doeth plainely witneiles | 
For after that he hath afked wifdom righteoully to iud= | 
g¢ the people committed to his charge hethus fpeaketh: 


what man is he that knoweth the counfell of God or that 


_ €an comprehend in his mynd , what God wold? The co- | 
$*ations of mortall men are fearefull and our opinions | 


deceas 


T 
I S a 


iudgcig our liefis troblefom Ad {hort , neitheris therea~. 
ny remedic againft the death of ma, neither hath he bene, 
knowé that hath returned from the helles, we were born 
without purpofe , and we fhalbe as we neuer had ben: for; | 
the f{pirit is buta fmoke in our nofethrels &c .in proces | 
of tyme our name fhall com to obliuion, neither yet thal § 
any man remember our workes . Therefor let vs vfethe 
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deceauable, &c.{carfly by cdic&ture can we attein,to the 
_ thigs that be in earth , and w trauale fynd we thofe things 
w be amégetft our hades. But who fhal fearche oute thole 
thigs y bein the heaués,and who knoweth th coulell,ex. 
cept thow fhall giuewifdom and from the hictt pla- 
M ces fhali fend thy holie Spirit: for fo the wayes of thofe 
@ chat dwell vpon earth haue bene direéted , and they haue 
B® learned thofe thinges that haue pleafedthe . Cry now as 
pleafeth you,that Secuube man was made lord ouer crea- 
tures in earth ( for that is the veritie of the text ) to reule 
the world in holynes: That therefor there was no man re~. 
probated, and the writer will anfwer for him felf and will 
atfirme,that he fearcheth not what God hath determined 
in his eternall counfell , and what fhall become of eueric 
man,(for that confeffeth he to be incomprehenfible), but 
he declareth what God commandeth in his law, and what _ 
he hath expreffed by his holie Prophetes . To the which 
ifman be Sand inobedient reftethno excufation ( feing 
that gods-will is manifeftly declared ) as Moifes faicth in 
thefe wordes . The fecreres apperrein to the Eternallour 
God bur thofe things that be reueled appertein to vs and: Dent. 2 
to our children for cuer,that we may do all the wordes of : 
this law. | | 
_. Your argumentes which ye think moft {trong ga- 7 
thered of thefe wordes in the 7.4d12.0f Mathew are moft 
weak and vaine. For as we do not denie that man was crea 
ted iuft,fo do we cftantly affirme that in iuftice he ftood 
noi, but became altogether vniuft,and therefor God did 
not condemmne man before he was giltic,as you falfly ga- 
ther of our doétrine . Wonder it is, that ye fe not degrees 
and iuft caufes which com betwext the purpofe of repro- 
bation, and the iuft condemnation of man . This is your 
——— God purpofed to reie& man before he was crea 
ted . Ergo he did damne him before he was criminall or — 
\giltic. Your confequent is fals for no part of gods iudge- 
mients was put in execution before man did finne.for gra~ 
ce was offered to Adi after his fall : Cayn was admonifhed 
ad rebuked of his crucltie,his pofteritie ad fede hadraged 


. 
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their furie , and finally all fiefh had corrupted their. 
befor that gods vengeance and moft iutt iudge- 

ment were poured furth and pur in execution againft the” 
rebellious and vnthankfall world . If you be able to pro- 

ue thatthe fentence of death wasexecuted vpon Adam | 
before he offended , or that Cayn was accurfed by gods 

~ mouth before he had murthered,then hath yourargumét | 

fom apperance. but if the iuft caufes of condemnation be 

end in man , and fo founde in man that God in nowies 

can thereof be accufed : then oght youto be afhamedto 

burden vs with that which ye your felues moft folifhly 
Lyke as colleéte.And further ye fhall vnderftand that as the Apo-’ 
therebede ftle putreth certen degrees and caufes which are fenfible 


grees bet- ynto vs, betwext the eternall election of gods childré, ad 
_‘Wext ele- their glorification , cuen fo put we the contrarie degrees 


élion and and caufes betwextthe reprobation and the iuft condem- 


ie = Slorifica - nation of the wicked. for as thofe whom God hath chofen’ | 


tion: enen before all tymes, intime he calleth, d that of purpofeto 
fothere be Chrifte lefus his {6ne, ad wh6 thus he calleth he iuftifieth 
es andthat more and more vnrill that flefhand the corrupt’ | 
b:twext affeétids thereof being mortified, they atrein to their glo 
reprobatio rie . So by the contrarie be the cw bo , either left all) | 
and codem together in blindnes,neucr called to the light and know- | 
nation. ledge of gods fre mercie , or if they be called they cither 
do condéne it, orels fodanly fall from the fame,and fo a- 
biding in their corruption do ftill heap finne vpon finne » 
till at the laft their meafure being full,God executeth his 
moft iuft iudgements againft their continual! rebellion. 
Inferre now as many abfurdities as pleafe you vpon our 
doctrine. you procede. 
The THE ADVERSA RIE. 
You fay that God reprobated and ordeined man to damna | 
MYNCC tion the most parte of the world afore the foundatiés of the world 
fection. were laid,and yet in the creation God made all mé after his own | 
imare good and righteous, asthe (cripture witneffeth . for as we 
were all created in one man that is Adam.So were we all crea- 
ted in one eStute that is after the image of God to lief, then if your | 
opinion be true the ordinace of God in his election afore the world | 
ts mat coforme to his cr diaance tx the creation. And the holie Goft 
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faieth : Uf buyld yp agane that which haue ca5t doune before 


[declare my felf to be atransgrefjor: if God created man tohis 


own image ynto lief whom before the creatid he had —— ad 


caSt away ,declareth he not thereby him felf to be inconstant and- 


4 trafereffour. Ye can not efcaip here were bare folutio, whe 
re ye fay afore the world,God hath not ordeined all but fom vnto 


_ damnation, for in ovr creation all were ordeined vnto lief , for fo 


much as we were all created after the image of God of the ordi- 
nance of God in owrelectia afore the world. The Apostle writeth 
thus. we be bleffed faieth he with al maner of [pirituall blefinges 
in heauenlie thinges by Christe according as he hath chofenvs in 


him before the foundations of the world were laid that we fhould 


walk in thé.Here do we learn that gods ordinance tn his eleéhio~ 


afore the world,and alfo his ordinance in the creation,is alwaies 


one. For as we are chofen in ChriSte lefis , fo we are created in 


 Chrifte lefu,and as we are chofen to be holie and without blame, 


fo are we created vnto good workes . Wherefor gods ordinace in 


his holie eleéit, and his mightre creatic, ts one,ad of like He | 


and furenes further [cing we be(as the Apostle faieth)bothe elect 
and created in Christe | ef. and forafmuche as there is no dam- 
nation to them that are in Christe lefis then is there no damna- 


tion either in the eleéhion or creation. 


| ANSWERE. 
Becaufe that afwell your forged lies as the vanitie of 
your reafons haue ben declared I will not trooble the rea. 
der with repetition of the fame . And will alfo touche the 
reft of thefe your argumentes fo briefly as I can. 
Where ye rab 
that is in Adam: So were we all created in one eftate &c.1f 


ye vnderftid that we were all created in one eftate,that is 


in that eftate which fhortly was to. change , becaus thar 


God had fo determined in his eternal counfell,rhat by the 


fall of one,his infinite mercie towardes his chofen, ad fe 


ucre iudgement towardes the veflels of wraith fhould e- 


uidently appere in the tyme appointed by his wifdom . If 
this I fay you vnderftand that we were all created in one 


eftate I will not contend with you. Albeit in verey 


dede in that felf fame mafle there were at once vef- 


n that we were all created in one mi 
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_ ie to no immutabilitie nor change:c6ftant I fay in God 
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-fels of mercy ad veflels of wraith. But becaufe yeopen yd 
-minde,in the cétrarie part faing: T hat we were created in 


ERS. 


Adam after the image of God to lief , Iam compelled vr- 
terly todiffent from you and fear not to affirme that be- 
caus none did ftandto the end in that image, burall fell © | 
cué to death in Adam:thar therefor neither in Adam nei- | 
ther yet in that image as Adam had it,was any createdva | 
to lief , butin ChriitIefus were all the chofen predefti- 
nate to lief cuerlafting , cuen before that euer Adam was _ 
created asthe Apoftle plainely doeth witnes . Where ye 

o about to proue by our opinion the ordinance of God 
in his ele&tion before the world , not to be conformeto. 
his ordinance in the creation and fo confequently God to 
be atranfgreifor and inconftant , ye declare your felf not 
onely ignorat, vaine and foolifhe, but alfo irreucrent and 
ainlt gods maicftie . for ye( fo far as in 
you lieth) fpoile him of his Godhead making him to cha 
ge his counfell,purpofe, and ordinance euen fo oft as the 
creatures do chage: where we by the cotrarie labour toex 
plane, ad notto efcaip any violece of your dartes by a ba- 
re folution (as ye alledge ) but by the plaine {criptures o- 
‘tee we do affirme that as our God is eternall incompre. 

enfible,and immutable fo are his counfels conftant,fub 


him felf, how fo euer thinges change to our apprehenfid.. 
And therefor we fay that neither in his election before 
the world, neither in his creation of man to his own ima- 
ge and fimilitude, was it his eternall coafell, purpofe nor 
ordinice that all the pofteritie of Adam fhould be faued. 
And focan ye not roue that God deftroyed any thing — 
which he had builded. Albeit to note one thing by the | 
way : Paule wold not haue bene fo bold , as ro haue made 
him {elf check mate with God , he did not (Ifay) accufe — 
God ofinconftancie , neither did he appoint himtobea | 
transgreffor althogh he builded the ceremonies vnder 
the Law, and deftroied them againe. But to our purpofe. 
Ced I fay deftroied nothing which he had builded. True. 
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itis chatman deitroicd that image which God had buil- 


wry 


fhall deftroy, but fhall c6fummate the work to the praife 


his holie name.To him be glory. 


In your hole reafoning of the wordes of the A {tle 


| you do errein this point, as before I haue noted, that ye 


make c6mon to ali,that which y holie Goft maketh pecu 
liare to gods elect.for ye mutt firft proue all to be faintes 
by vocation,all to be blefled with fpirituall benediétion, 
and to haue obcyed , and all to be builded v pon the foun- 
datiéd of the Prophetes ad Apoftles before y ye be able to 
proue that all were elected and predeftinate in Chrift Ie- 
fus before all tymes . That we are created in Chrifte Iefus 
vnto good workes , is not to be referred( as ye think) to 
the common creation of all men in Adam, but to the new 
and fpirituall regeneration which gods children haue in 
Chrift [efus: for the which Dauid did pray, faying: a clea 
heart creat in me(6 God) which is no lefle called the crea 
tion of God, then was the firft creation of man.for as man 

in his creation, neither wroght, neither yet could deferue 

to be created fo honorable as he was , but did fuffer the 

power of God to worke euen as it pleafed his wifdom to 


GFGODS PREDEST. .. 
ded, but that building of God was buttemporall, and for 
atyme onely, bur the perfect building of his churche was 


in Chrifte lefus, builded before the toundations of the 
world were laid: which building God neuer deftroied nor 


4 
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perfourm the work . Soinour new creation vnto good oure reve 
workes the onely grace and power of God workcth not eration 


onely the beginning , but alfo bringeth to perfection, fo go good 


tion and not our worke. God open your eies that ye may 


| thatwhat fo euer be good, bolie,or iuft invs,is gods crea workes is 
by the gra 


fe that neither in Adam neither yet in our felues, were we ¢, of God. 


created to good workes, butin Chrifte Iefus alone. And 
then I think ye will not fo much boaft of your fre will. 

_ Your laft,’as after ye do reafon is a plain Paralogif- 
me,that is a Sophifticall and fals argument: for ic ftadeth 
on foure termes againft the vfe of all good and folide rea 
foning.For thus ye procede:Saing,we be elect and crea- 
ted in Chriftelefus , and feing there is no condemnation 


to them that be in Chrifte [efus , then is there no damna- 


ing 
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tion neither in the election nor creation . Here be plai- 
nely foure termes . forin your Maior thatasin the firft 
part of your argument ye fay not, we were clected and 
created in our Teétion , and in our creation, but we we- 

re cleéted ad created in Chriftlefus. The fecéd propofitié | 
is moft trew to witt that there is no condénation to them y 
that be in Chrifte Iefus,to fuch as walk not after the fle- | 
fhe.but what can ye conclude hereof,that nodamnation § 
(fay you)is in cleétion nor in creation?I fay your conclu- | 
fion is fals and vaine.for you chage your termes, putting 

in the laft part thefe twowordes : Election and creation, | 
where ye oght to haue rehearefed thefe wordes: Chrift le- 
fus:for thus you may well procede, we be elected ad crea 
ted to good workes in Chrift Iefus, but to them(faieth the 
Apoftle) that be in Chrift Iefus there is no cO6demnation, 
Ergoto fuchas be cle€ted and newly created in Chrifte 
tefts there is no damnation . This argument is formall 
and true . but omitting your foolifhnes which oftenerl | 
am compelled to fhew then gladly I wold, I go forward. 
with your wordes. | 


THE ADVERSARIE. 


| | 
If God reprobated man afore the foundation of the world, 
then God reprobated man before he fended . And repro- 
1C- and damned man afore he offended , then is death the rew 
Gion. ard of ‘gods ordinace afore the world, ad not the reward of fiune. 
~ Bat the Apostle teacheth vs that by finne deatl) entred into the | 
world’ and alfo that death is the reward of finne.1 pray yom 
doeth either gods lawe or mannes law condemne any man afore 
| he hath offended > lam certen ye are not able to proue it to befor | 
thenoght you tobe afhamedto burden God with fuch vnrigh=, | 
teous tudgement - Doeth not God rather forgine the offence ps ii 
die committed? Let him be your God which condemneth the inne | 
afore he offend . Buthefhall be my God which perdoneth | 
and forgineth the offence alreadie committed which in his verié | 
wraithe doeth think vpon mercie.And fo with lob will I conclu 
de, The great God cafteth away no man. | + | 
| 
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ANSWE R. 
How ignorantly and how impudently yc confoun- 
de the eternall purpofe of gods reprobation with the iuft 
execution of his iudgementes I haue before declared and 
therefor here oncly reftethito admonifhe the reader that 
moft vniuitly ye accufe ys in that ye fay:that we hold and 
teache that God damned man betore a 
you be neuer able to fhew in any of our workes. for con- 
{tantly in worde and wriring we affirme that man willing 


ly fell from God,and made him {elf flauc to fathan before 


that death was inflicted vpon him.and fo neithcr make we 
death the reward of gods ordinance, neither do we burden 
him with vnrightcous iudgement - Bur fay with the Apo- 
{tle, rhar death is the reward of finne , and that our God is 
righteous in all his workes . andtherefor be afhamed and 


repét your manifeft lie . That God forgiueth the fin com To the 2. 


mitted,and doeth remember mercie euen whcn he appe- 
reth in his hote difpleafe to punifhe his Churche, with tha 
kes piuing and ioy we acknowledge . But that thereof ye 

ud.( as ye fay wlob) that the great God cafteth away 
no man,we can not ceafe to admonifhe bothe you and the 
readers, that either ignorantly, orels malicioufly ye cor- 
rupt and depraue the minde ofthe {peaker in that place: 


Elihu faieth notas ye ae . The great God cafteth a- 104-36. 
dt 


way no mi, but faieth: Behold the mightie God cafteth a- 
way none that is mightie and valiant of courage,He main 
teneth not the wicked, but he giueth iudgemét ro the affli 


&ed . And inthis behalf pe matter Caftalio (who not~ | 


to take large libertie in tranf- 


withftanding that he vfet 


lation, where any thing may feme to ferue his fe, is 


more circun{peét and more faithfull then you be. for thus 
he tranflateth that place . Althogh that God be excellent 

eaexcellent and {trong of courage. yet is he not fo dif- 
las, y cither he will kepe y wicked, or denice iudgemét 
to the poore.Althogh I fay,y here-is a greater libertie thé 


I wold wifh a faihfull rranflater to vfe , yet hath he not fo“ 


corrupted ¥ fenfe as ys 
lob a eth that al 


haue done. Elihu reafonig againft 
it ¥ power of God be infinit, yet ¢4 


offended . This 


Caftalio 


ts taanfla 
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nors the wicked and the cruell oppreflors. Beiudge your 


‘Thecle 
ueth {e- 
ction. 


God ordeined that finners for their finnefhould fuffer death yl 


other canfe\fecodly ye will grant that the firf or principale cam 


not his workes be vniuft , but thatthey are wroght inalf' 
erfe€tid of iuftice. how beit that often(aswe be dull and 
Erinde) we do not vaderftand nor fe ar the firft the caufes 
ofthe fame , yet God giueth daily declaration of his iufti 
ce, in that he preferucth and fomtymt exalreth the vet. | 
teoufe,that before were afflicted,and deieétcth from he. 


felt what this ferueth for your purpofe. 
THE ADVERSARIE. 
Some other be that wen that finne was 4 caufe why man | 
is reprobate and there with they hold that gods abfolute ordinan 
ce is alfo the caus,thts faing conteineth cotradiction init felf 
fit be gods abfolut ordinance then is it not in refpect of any other 
thing but as they fay becaufe it hath fo pleafed him, if they ment 


that gods ordinance is the caule why finners faffer death , or this 


could agre with them .but that were contrary to that which the 
haue faid , that God woe ordeined any man afore he was, | 
yea afore the world to death becaufe foit pleafed him. for if dea § 
be the reward iene and for offence and finne we do die , tha 
cometh not death by gods abfclute ordinance . And if do gram 

that both gods abjolute ordinance and alfo finne are the canfes@f | 
damnation after your meanyng,marke well what inconuenien- 
ce foloweth thereof. firSt ye must grant me that gods ordinances} 
the principall and chefe5t caufe , (for it can not be inferior to ai | 


called Caufa Caufe, isthe caufe of the fecad ad inferior caufe ad 
led caule canfate,fo to coclude, gods ordinace which is Canfaca 
fe; fhaibe the caufe of fine which is Caufa caufata. As for afer 
miliar exemple the heate of the fon, and the dew ,caufe the grow 
de to be frutefull,and God alfo is the caufe thereof for he maka 
the barren eround frutefull , but forafmuch as God isthe prina- 
all and first caufe, he must be alfo the caufe of the fame whichis, 
the fecond caufe.T hus it is clerely d that if ‘gods ordind- | 

ce were the caufe of reprobation then gods ordinance [hiuld alf. 
be the caufe of fmne,and God fhould be autor of enill,contrarieh 
the hole (cripture, contrarie to the opinion of all godlie men, 
contrarie to our faith : But foral/much as God willing I me 
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| anfwer at length to this wicked 6 1mion 1n the confutation of the 


-ne,and of damnation: but fimplie we do teache, that God 


why theone were ele&ted , we confefle and knowledge 


— tobe reueled at the glorious comming of the Lord Iefus. 
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third error,1 will {peak no more hereof inthis place. 
No further anfwer nedeth to be giuen to thefe your To thet. 
moft yniuft accufatids, then thofe which we before haue 
giuen. for neither do we fo vnrcuerétly {peake nor write, 
neither yet do we vnderftad nor affirme, that gods abfolu 
tc ordinance is the principall caufe of reprobation, of fin- 


in his etternall counfell tor the manifeftation of his own | 
lorie hath of one mafle chofen veflels of honor, whom 
fore allrymes he hath geué vnto Chriftelefus,that the 
in him fhould receiue lict . And of the fame maffe he hath 
left others inthat corruption in the which they were to 
fall, and fo were they prepared to deftru€tion . The caufe 


not to be in ma, but to be the fre grace andthe fre mercie 
fhewed and frely giuen to.vs in Chrifte Icfus , who onely 
is appoited head to giue life to the bodie. Why the others 
were reiected,we afhrme the caufe to be moft iuft: but yer 
fecrete ad hid frome vs, referued in his eternall wifdome 


T his one thing do we ( compelled by your blafphemous 
accufations) repete oftener then we wold:tothe end that 
indifferent men may fe what doétrine itis, which you fo 
malicioufly impugne. 
How focuer ye ioyn gods abfolute ordinance and Toshe 2. 
finne togither , we make fo far diuifion betwext the pur- “e 
pofe a eternall counfell of God (for abfolute ordinance 
we vfe not in that mater)and the finne of mi,that we plai- 
nely affirme:that ma when he finned, did neither looke to 
gods will, gods counfell,nor eternal! purpofe: but did al- 
togither confent to the will of the deuill, which did mani- 
feftly ganefay gods reueled will . And therefor dowe af- 
firme that neither was thc purpofe nor counfell of God 
any caufe of finne: but we fay with the Apoftle that by o- 
ne man did finne enter into the world. The caufe whereof . 
was the malice of the deuill , and that fre confent of man 
| G. 
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to rebellié whofe will was neither inforced neither yer by 
any violence of gods purpofe compelled to confent ; bur 
he of fre willand redie mayne left God ad ioyned with the 
deuil. Conuict vs now(if ye can)that we make gods abfo 
lute ordinance(which maner of {peaking I fay we abhor. | 
re)to be the principallcaufeoffinne. 
3 Albeit that ye wold be fene fubtill in adding your « 
Logicall termes Caufa Caufa caufata,yct doeth 
your fimilitude which ye bring furth tor demonftration | 
of your purpofe declare that either ye haue not learned | 
orcls that ye haue forgotté the chief and principall poiat J 
right reafoning, which all reafonable men confefleto 
be, rightly todiuide . Forifye can not diuide betwen & 
the wil of God working all thinges for his own glorie, ad @ 
the operation of creatures, be they Son, Moone, fterres, 
rayn or dew , who can work nothing butas God hath ap- 
inted,! will nor folow you as a God. a 
The inst We fay not that gods ordinance isthe caufe of re. 
caufesof probation, but we affirme that the iuft caufes of reprobi- 
rsprobatis tion are hid in the eternal! counfell of God , and knowen im 
are hidin to his godlie wifdé alone:but the caufes of finne, of death im 
gods eter- and damnation are euident and manifeftly declared toni 
nall coun- in the {criptures to witt, mines fre will confenting totam 
fel but the decciuable perfuafid of the deuill, wilfull finne,and voli§ 
caufesof tarie rebellion , by which entred death into this worlds 
death and the cotempt of graces and gods mercies offered with thf 
dymnatio heaping vp of finne vpon finne , till damnation iuftlya 
are ewdét me. Thefe caufes I fay of finne,death, and damnation,» 
mm the re plainely noted ynto vs in gods holie {criprures. But 
ptures. hy it pleafed God to fhew mercie to fom,and deny the& 
Tbe wd- me to others,becaus the iudgementes of God are a dew 
gementes ring depthe,we enter not in reafoning with him, but wit} 
of God a- all humilitie render thankes to his Maieftie for the gt 
rea dewo- ce and mercie which we doubt not but of his fre grace #4 
ring hauc receaued in Chrift lefus our onely head. 
dept he When you fhall further charge vs that we 
God autor of euill , we haue good hope plainely to com 
uict your vennemous tongues of a moft malicio he 
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OF GODS PREDEST.., 
t by Nowto yourwordess 


bio "The Lord reafoneth with the inobedient Ufraelites which The 
didf orfake him faing : O my people what haue done the? twelth 


or wherin | hurt the giwe me anf wer? Ifthe \fraelites had 
ben fo well learned as you they might haue anfwered, Lord thow 


ber haft preordinate us by thy immutable decre to fall away 

tion the,fo that of necefsitie we perifh , in this haft thow lurt ys 
| with an vncurable wounde. 

le to How fo we be learned ifye betimes repent not 
yert your vnreuerét {koffing , ad iefting at pods eternal prede- 
34 ftination , ye fhall learn in experience, that the immuta- 
re «él decre of Gad, is moft iuft by the which ¥ fyre which 

neuer fhall be quenched is prepared for the deuill and his | 


angels, and for all fuch as with trembling do not fear his 


fre godlie Maieftic,and with fobrictie do not contemplat his 
ob: | iudgementes incomprehenfible. And thus I leaue your 
een blafphemous boldnes to be reprefled by the power of 


him whofe iudgementes you mocke. 


THE ADVERSARIE. 
Now I intend with the helpe of God to anfwer to the argu- The a i 
ments which they that be intangled with error vfe to alledge thirteth 
for the proof thereof leauin eck as be. but vaine , and ingender {eQtions 
rather contention then edefying , anfwering té fuch as feme most 
weghtie colletted of certen places of the feriptures wherby it may 
be thoght that they may be deceaned , befeching the gentiil rea- 
der to wey the mater with an indifferent balance, and firft heare 
before thow refufe , and God willing thow {halt not repent the 
thy labor. but fora{much as the autor ad maiteners of this errer 
often make mention of eleétion , whereby they wold cloke their 
abfurditeis,\ will fir5¢ declare how ele€lion is takenin the [crip - 
tures thre maner of waies , that is generally, fpecially, and 
Specially of all . firSt we be all chofen and created in Christe le- 
« as Paule witneffeth to the Ephefians in the firit and fe- 
cond chapter , and conforme to this election ne. lightned ali 
me. 
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them that cam into the world , and calleth all men to repentance 
bothe greate and fmall,riche and poore, lew and gétil,male and 
, of all eStates, without re{pect of any perfon. And all that 
be thirftiehe calleth to come to the water off Secondly he com. | 
mandeth them which com at the firft calling to renounce father ad 
mother , wief and childe with all other earthlie thinges yea and 
them felues alfo. This is the fecounde election where there depar~ | 
ted an innumerable multitude which will not forfaik fuch thine 
es but for their own luStes. Here departed Cayn with the mon- | 
Giates,cruell tyrants,and bloodie hypocrites and all per- 
ers which fhed innocent bloode.here departed Epicurus with 
all his bellie gods:among which was the riche glotton which dif- 
pifed Laxarus , there departed Sardanapalus accompanied. with 
venus and all that be drowned in the lustes of the flefhe. Among 
which was Herodias. There departed Crefus with many ri 
welthie perfons: among which was the rich yong man of whom 
we read in the Gofpell that with a forte countenance he depar- 
ted fri Christe- There departed T arquinius the proude with fuch 
as be puft-vp with the world. Among which 
was Hersdes of whom we read inthe Aches of the ApoStles,that 
for his pryde he was friken of God and eaten of lyfe . There des 
parted Demetrius the filuer [mithe with fach as will not forfake 
their filthie lucre’. AmongeSt which were the maist:r and mai- 
Fires ofthe damfell voffefed with a fprrit There 
departed hole band of Stoikes with their deShnie plaing fast or 


loofe, and that of necefitie, which paffeth all inglers conning.A- 


mong them are all fch as defend that of mere necefsitie a few ms 
ber muft be faued , and of mere necefzitie all the re5t of the world 
muStbe condemned. Who fo abideth this feconde eleélion and cal 
line , Chrift commandeth them to take a and folow 
him. And thus to continue to the end: this1s the third and laStele 
tion of which faieth the Lord: haue chofen the in the fire of tri- 
bulation . here the fenentie difciples departed , for they cas | 
not abyde this hard faing , here doeth Iudas trudge , they which 
remayn fuffer rreate affaultes , in fo much that fom vyme the 
turn there backes to their ennemies (asthe Apottles did , when 
Chrift was taken\and there do worthie foldiowrs Ragger Aumble, | 


and fall:as Peter when he denied his mafter,and [wore he “7 
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bim not, And Thomas could in no wies belene that Christe was 
-_vifen, and had obteined vittorie . yet they which at the voice of 
their capteyn ryfe vp, and turne againe fight laufully , 
ynto the end,they are cheifly aboue all others called elect and cho 
fen becaufe they continuing vnto the end obtein that wheruto they 
are chofen, and they folow the lambe whether {0 ewer he goeth: st 
is ahard thing that any {uch be deceaned, and fall away, foraf- 
much as they fir5t are illuminated from aboue, and hane forfaken 
all, yea them felues, and hane altogither fubmitted thzm feluesto 
the goucrnance of their Lord and capité Chrifte. They daily ob- s 
tein fuch victorie of their ennemies, that thetr warfareisnowbe- 
com eafie-And in hope they hawe to fubduc by the aid and counfell 
of their Lord, all their ennemies thetr toy and comfort ts fo great, 
that they eSteme all earthlie pleafure ( which (hould draw them 
back) but vane, foolifhe ,difpleafante and beafcly ke ,happie is he 
which wnderStandeth this to be true,not onely by fpeculation, but 
alfo by expertence . Thefe thre kindes of eleclion are plainelie 
fet forth in the hiftorie of Gedeon , which being well and duely 
ynderstanded confyr to the world. 
AN S:WER. | 
Before ye enter toconfute our argumentes as ye Tothes « 
boldly promes, ye affirme that electio is také in the {eri- 
ig t + maner of waies. That is(as ye fay) General- 
, {pecially , and moft efpecially ofall, which diuifion 
with the probation of the fame is fo foolifhe, fo fals,ad fo 
far from the purpofe , that onles ye fhould haue occafion 
to illo, thats much of your book I pafled ouer with 
out anfwer , [wold not fpendthe moment of an hour in 
anfwering the fame. For how litle do the wordes of Paule Ephert. 
ferue for your gencrall cle€tion in the confirmation of , 
your eight reafon,and after alfo,l haue declared. AndI 
_ ueto be proued of your parte by the cuident reftimonic 
of any {cripture,that God fo oft ele&teth to lief cuerlaftig 
ashe commandeth manto refufe him felf orels as he gi | 
ueth his further grace to fuch as he hath calledto the 
knowledge of him felf, and ofhis onely beloued Sonne 
Chritt Iefus. That there is a generall vocati6d by the which 
the world by {gm maner of meanes is called tothe know- 
| | G. ill. 
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ledge of God andavocation of purpofe which apperte? 
- neth to gods children onely I fynd in fcriptures. But that 
there is any cletign to lief euerlafting ,except thatwhich 
is and was in Chrift Iefus in the eternall counfell of Ged 
before the foundation of the worldI am affured that nei. | 
ther f{cripture affirmeth , neither iuftly can it be pe 
vpon any fentence of the fame. That the truc light(which 
. is Chrift lefus) illuminated all men commyng in to this j 
world we confes : but what will ye theregf conclude . Er- 
go fay ye:all are eleéted in him to lief euerlafting:! 
your confequence. And fay that albeit man be indewed 
the light of reafon and vnderitiding which no doubt pro 
cedeth from Chrifte,and is not of nature onely, yet doeth 
it not therefore confequently folow that euerie man that 
hath reafon is elected in Chrift to the licf cuerlafting . if J 
eee what purpofe then doeth their lightning andil | 
nination ferue thé , the Apoftle docth anfwer you, that @ 
they may be inexcufable: W reafon , if it farisfie not es: . 
" curiofitie , te with the holie Goft - If you be able to & 
proue tharall tha: be called,do carneftly repent, and that & 
_ all be thirftie to whom the waters of lief are offered, yeha 
ue faid fomewhat to prouc a generall ele€tion. Bur and if 
it be euident that a great sae do rather repyneagaint 
thetructh, nor repent their iniquitie,which it reproucth, 
and that mo do either feme to haue nothirft torighteoul- 
nes,orels do drink of the ftinking pudles of mannesdo- 
_ &ryne , then that they will receaue thofe holfome waters 5 
of lief W Chriftelefus giueth tohis Churche , thenhaue 
you proued no part of your purpofe . And wéder it is Vin 
feo ae of y Prophet ad in ¥ wordes of our mafterChrift 
efus alfo,ye fe not a plaine differéce made.for ¥ Prophe- 
te calleth nor al indifferently to drink of thefe waters, but 
fuch as do thirft. And Chrift reftreineth his generalitieto 
fuch as did trauale and were burdencd wW finne: fuch I fay 
_ he confeffeth him felf to call to repentance. But to fuch 38 
were iuft and hole, he affirmeth that he was not fent . And 
foyetonce agane | affirme that the fcripzures of God 
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ke but mention of one Ele¢ction to lief cuerlafting .I am 
not ignorant that Saule was elected to be king oucr Hrael 
and Iudas alfo to the office of an Apoftle: but whether the- 
reof, you be able to conuince that they were both elected 


tothe liefeuerlaing in Chrifte Iefus , before that they. 


did offéd(for fo you affirme)I remitt ts to your proofe. 
I fear€ notto prouc that by the veritie him felf,Iudas is cal 
led the deuill,long before that the holie Goft maketh any 


métion, that it entred into his heart to betray his matter. 


It may appere to fome that in heaping of your ex- 


me cmples and hiftories , which ye adduce for your efpeciall 
election ( as ye terme it) ye rather delyte to renew your. 


memoire then fubftancially to proue your purpofe . For 
if a mi fhould thus reafon againft you. The fhepe of Chri 
fte which by the eternall purpofe of God,be efpecially ele 
&ed tolief, heare his voice and with reuerence do know 
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lohu.é. 
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An argu- 


ment a- 


and obey the fame. But thefe whom ye rchearfe,did heare gain§t the 


the voice (as ye alledge ) but neither did they know nor aduerfa- 
obey it , Ergo they were not the a cleéted and cfpe- ries forged 


cially chofen.if thus I fay any man 


ould reafon,prepare diusfion of 


for your anfwer.And farther how ye be able ro proue that_gods ele- 


placed in this rank of your efpecially elected , Ican 
good reafon. for except that calamitie and gods ven - 
peace did folow their infolencie, filthie lief, and pryde,I 
ynd in hiftories no fpeciall meflage fent vnto them from 
God-Butthis ye may vnderftand 3 
tion which ye haue receaued of late in your perfection. 
place vswiththe hole band of the Stoikes 
who with their deftinie play faft or loofe and that of ne- 
cefsitie which as you fay pafleth the conning of all iu- 
peice gk we do not greatlie fearethe force of your 
cnrence, yet mult we appcale to a more righteous and in- 
differente iudge,that is to the Lord lefus:to whom all iud- 


is giuc. Ad in mei tyme we further muft require 


uch as be indifferent in this mater to iudge ppd te 
cin 


ad vs, whether ¥ we or ye be thofc y play faft or loo 


G. iit. 


| Sardanapalus, Creefus and Tarquinius the proude can be ¢hion. 


y fom fecrete reucla~ | 


To the 6G. 
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104 AGAINST THE ADVERS. . 


Manh.i6 ftant,that againft the faith of gods elect fhall not the Por. | 


_ did fo depart from Chrifte that there was no difference 


the Lord depart . forwe are not calledto 


hich alfo is the gift of God)docth fo reule and reign in our 


and write their names in the book of lief , but when they Hi 


that which ye:fkoffingly call deftinie and ftoicall necels: 
tie,and we call gods cternall cle€tion and purpofe imaii- 
table. We affirme that gods ele@ion in Chrit Icfus ish 
certen ad his eternall purpofe ro faue his churche is fo'¢6. 


tes and gates of hell preuale in the end: that neither 
lief nor death,thinges prefent nor to com tbr and dif. | 
feucr vs from the loue of God whichis in Chrifte lefus. | 
That this foundationis {table the Lord knoweth his own: | 

and therefor fhall euerie one that incalleth the nameof @ 


yvncleannes but vnto fanétification and holynes by the 
Bewer of that Spirit who rayfed from death Iefus the great 
Paftor of our foules , which holie fpirit frely by faith (w- 


heartes, that albeit the flefh luftcth againft the {pirit yeta- 
re we affured of victoric by the onely power of him, who @ 
hath ouercom the world. Thisis our jottrine faithand 
profefsio. But you affirme as after plainely ye write, that 
nonce is fo elected in Chrift to lief euerlafting but thathe 
may fall , becom areprobate and finally be condemned, 
and c6trary waies, ¥ none is fo reprobate in gods eternall 
purpofe, but that he may becom elcét ad fo be faued. That 
in God there is neither election nor reprobation butae- | 


cording to mannes difpofition : fothac when men haue 
good motids, and be godly difpofed God doeth elec thé, 


chage and turne to iniquitic he doeth reprobate them 
blo:teth out their names out of the book of lief . Let now 
all creatures iudge betwext vs and you whether of the 
two play faft and loofe and furmounte iuglers in orp" 
Frome the third kind of ele€tion, which ye call moft efpe 
ciall how you be able to proue that the feuentie difciples 


betwexr them and the trudgeing of Iudas ( as ye terme his 
horrible treafon ) be iudges your felf .In the fixt of loha 
we read that many of his difciples lefthim and fallig fro @ 
him did go withhim no more. But whcther thefe ~~ p | 
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 againe. And fo alfo do we fynd were two of the difciples 


; earthlie pleafure,which fhould draw thé back, but vaine. 


cient teftimonie,I mean by their own hand writinges- But 


he was redie to be offerred in 


PREDEST. 
hole feuentic whom he fentto preach or others: who for 
a time did folow him it is not exprefied, neither yet doeth 
the text fay that all his ae from him, but many 
departed . further it appercth to me verie rafhe iudgemét 
to pronoiice that none that es from Chrifte at any The 
tyme in his lief betore his death vpon the crofle, did at a- 
ny tyme after, return vaco hi, but that all fuch did remain fre-wilm 
in damnation with Iudas . For] fynd thar all his Apoitles 
did flic and leaue him , and yet we know they were called 9° 


imige ralh 


to whom Chrift appering betwext Icrufalem and Emaus 
did firft inftru@ them and alee reucled him felf vnto thé. 
This I note to giue you occafion to be more circunfpect 
in fo weghtie maters. te 

Towardcs the end of this parte, thus ye write(of thofe 
whome you fay hauc fubie€ted them felues alrogither to 
the gouernement of their Lord and captcyn) : they daily 
obrein fuch victorie of their ennemics that their war fare 
is now becom eafie , and in the hope they haue to fubdue 
by the aid and counfell of their Lord all their ennemies, 
there ioy and comfort is fo greate that they efteme all 


To the. 


Thefe wordes augment in me that fufpition which be 
tore [ noted to witt that ye haue a further fetch inthisma Typ, per- 
ter then your rude {cholers vnderftand at the firft: to witt fc4i6 thas 
that cueric one of you fhall becom Chriftes, fo perfe& ad +4. sduey 
clea,that in you euen in this lief fhall reft no ennemie to Jaries pre- 
be ouercome except death onely and that this is the opi- 4,54 ; 
nid of your greateft Angelles Iam able to proue by fuffi ,;,;, lyfe. 


how far $ . Paul was from that perfeétion, yea euen when 

for the teftimonie 
of Chrifte Iefus, he efhamed not to confeffe , thus writing 
tothe that he had affirmed that all iufti - 
ce which before he looked for in the law was becom to 
him as domage and doung, to the end that he might win- 
ne Chrift , and be found inhim net hauing his own iufti - 
ce which was of the law, bur that which was by the faith of 
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176 AGAINST THE ADVERS. ~ 
p.3. ChriftIefus . he addeth: Notas thogh I had alredy attei- 
ned tothe mark, ( vnderftanding to that iuftice which, 
he hoped for) either that 1 am alredy perfect,but I 
if l may comprehend that, for whoes fake I am compre- 
of Chrifte Icfus . Brethren think not with my 
 felfto haue attcined to the mark , but one thing Idofor- | 
getting that thatis behind Iendeuore my felf to that } 
which is before. here the Apoftle , who had foghteg 4 
fomwhat loger thé fome who now can bragge of an cafie | 
battell, confefled,he was not yet perfe& , neither yet that 
he had atteined to that eftate, that is tothe refurrecti6 of 
the dead tothe which he daily did contend - The other 
poyfonwhich inthefe your former wordes | efpie , and 
thercfor of confcience muft admonifh my brethrenis; 
That ye be proud contemners of the fre graces of God of 
fered to man in Chrifte Iefus. for with the Pelagiansand 
Papiftes ye are become teachers of fre will, and defea- 
ders of your own iuftice . for how coldly ye {peak of & 
How/rie Chrift Iefusand his power , thefe your wordes may wit- 7 
the aduey MCS - They are in hope(fay you) to fubdue their ennemies 
faries by the aid & counfell of their Lord, are you becom fo 
wolde fe- trong and your warfare fo eafie that the coiifell of your 
me to be. C2ptcin is fufficient for you to conquire your ennemies? 
. you fodenly did repent that ye had confefled that the aid 
of your Lord was neceffarie for you: and therefor to mi- 
tigate and extenuate that, immediatly ye adde by the 
eoufell of their Lord. Is this I pray you vnfeanedly tocd 
feffe that without Chrift ye may do nothing, that of your 
fclues ye be not able to think one good thoght? That itis 
he that beginneth and to the end performeth the work 
of our faluation ? God ofhis greate mercie and for Chri- 
fie Iefis his fonnes faik , hisChurch from yout 
peftilent venom. What ye mean by the hiftorie of Geded 
inthe (which fay you) well and duelly vnderftanded be | 
yourthre kindes of Eleétion plainelie fer furth, becaufe 
ye your felfdo not expreffe,1 will not deuyne. The copie 
which came to my handes was in that place imperfecte. 
for after the former wordes it had onely written Confyt | 
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OFGODS PREDEST. 107 
to the world.And becaufe I will not take vpon me to alter 
any thing in your wardes I leaue them to be corrected by 


your felues,ad your mynd further to be explaned in that 
point: if fo it fhall feme good vnto you. Ye procede 


faying. 
THE ADVERGQAR EES 
The firStargument of them which abufe gods holie prede - The 

Stination ts eafely foluted, ther argument 15 tins . where fo ewer four- 
there is eleclion, ther 1s alo reprobation of the (sme forte. But God teth few 
eletted fom men afore the foundations of the world . Ergo he re- i 
probated fom other men afore the world . The firSt part of this ar namics 
gument is falfe, That wher fo ewer there is election , there ts alfo 
reprobatio of the fame forte.for gods eleélion afore the world hath 
no refpe€t his cotrarie reprobation afore the world. ¥ ea the- 
vetsnofuch word nor phrafein the hole feripture but gads ele- 
élion afore the world, is generall to all men, as his calling ts ge~ 
nerall without refpert of perfons.T hiss all redte /uf ficiently pro~ 
Re ued, yet fom of you do grant gods calling to be generall but not his 3 
election. And in this ye accufe God of lrypocrifie, you wold make 
him a diffembler lyke nto your felues , which often times with 
your mouth do offer and promes that which ye mind nener to per- 4 
fourme . But God is faithfull which is willing to perfourme all 
that he promifeth enen to them that refufeth him. And thogh they 
attein not the promes becaufe of their vabelene , yet all } tyme 

of their calling be they in the generall eleélion as thofe whom the 

king called to the mariace , Notwitftanding they came not, yet 

were they chofen to be partakers ofthe mariage, and the fernant 3 
to whom the master forgaue all his debtes, was chofen notwith- 
Standing he atteined not that, wheruntohe was chofen , but be- janes 
came a reprobate ,abufing the goodnes of his nafter. God t's no hy | 
pocrite, which calleth men owt wardly , and forgeneth debtes o- 

nely with the mowth, but eue from the hearte, willing to eime fal 

xationto all them to whom he offereth it. And the caufe why fuch 
do perifh is thetr obStinatnes to gods grace:and as the Lord faieth 

their Stifneck which hath an yron-vaine and their browes of 
braffe which difpyfe the goodnes of God , they became 
awayes , Becaus ( as fxint lohn fateth ) they lowe dark -— 
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which was fowé in them. whereof we m fons. 
4 lerem. 2. tes , becaufe they rather refule 
in them, then that they are refafed. Not hat 
will alfo forfake them. faicth the Lord. forte 
lie Gob? Cometh not this the, becaufe show ue de 
the Lord thy God.further that this ts vutrew, where fo je 4 leuc. 
ther is alfo reprobation of the fame kynd, it 
EFfaia- 42 eafelie prowed by the inconueniéce which cometh therof. 
43° the and chofen of God »As then: Behold this my fore ted , 
who llean, my elett in whom my foule thats 
The 3 ther place - Thow art my wit nes faieth the lord , and my fire peal 
tures whom | aS , and wile you fay therefor that therebe wee callt 
me that Chriftes which be reprobate for et her ferer 
there be there is election,there is alfo of the fame ky isfa- $.Pa 
6 eralscheve be mo Christes . That were much lyke toge 
‘Laing ofa lew which when hehad talked swith « faithfull mala 
o& fals verie much concerning the temporall and worldlie domi 10nd we al 
Prophetes honour of Mefsias,the chriftian proued by the cie of weal 
alfo of Ifaiah that Mefsias fhould be enill and 3 
Chrifie is treated enen of the lewes, and put to death as an offender. ieee CUriE 
being drinen to a narrow fhifi rather then he wold fech | 
| Sauior: and confeffe the trueth, fume 
Spithout two Mefsias of whom the one [hould difpafed and fom 
whome magnified : Anid if ye be fo mynded that rather then ve whic 
there is no parte from your error, ye had lener confeffe mo Christes( of sthe 
faluation. fom be chofen,and the others reprobate) Surelie then think butt 
no faithful mans cuetie to you. of 
ANSWERE. nue, 
Teothet. Eafie it is in dede to folute thofe Win caul 
names ye falfly forge cither by adding fuch patchesasit er}, 
our writings ci neuer be foiid,orels by fo they 
mindes , yca and the minde of the holie Goft that iff “jie ftren 
fible it were, ye wold obfcure the of the {c 
| take frome creatures , the benefitt of the fame, to the ae icin 
that in your darknes ye might fti!l remaine. And ; 
| I can not but complain of your deuilifh malice which came YS CC 


OF GODS PREDEST. 109 
feth youto peruerte ad writhe wordes well {poké and rea 
fons godly and fubftancially made. © 

, Rhewiif y¢ can in any ofour writings that we affirm 
that where fo euer there is election there is alfo reproba- 
tion of the fame forte. Shew thar claufel fay of the fame 
forte and I will confeffe that ye haue red more then! ha- 
ue done,of that mater,which neuertheles | hardly can be- 
leue. But tothe end that the fimple reader may vnderftid 
how we do reafon of ele€tion and reprobation by the con 
traric effectes ¥ will adduce not our reafons lately inuen- 
ted , burtwentie yeres ago committed vnto writing by 


that notable inftrument of God Iohn Caluin , who thus 
fpeaketh, wonder it is faieth he that Chrifoftom did nor Cap. See. 
call to mynd chat it isthe election of God w maketh dif- 78. 


ference betwext men , We feare not to grante that which 
§.Paule in greate c6ftancie docth affirm. Towirt that all 
together arewicked and giuen to malice, but with him we 
idle . That by the mercie of God it cometh.to paffe that 
we abyde not in'wickednes. Therefor feig that natural! 
weall labor Wa like ficknes . Thefe onely receive heale 
and amend towhom it hath pleafed the Lord to put to his © 
curing hand’, others whom by his iuft iudgement he paf- 
feth by,do languifhe in their corruprid, till they be con- 
fumed. Neither yet from any where els doeth it com that 
fom continue to the end , and others fall in to the curfe 
which was begonne . for becaufe thar perfeuerance it felf 
i sthe gift of God , which is not commonly giuen to al: 
but he frely giveth it ro whom it pleaferh him .Ifthe cau- 
fe of the difference be foght , why fom conftently conti- 
nuc,and why others fall away by inftibilitie , none other 
caufe may be afsigned , bur that the erernall God fuftei- | 
neth and ftrégthneth the one fort, by his own power, that 
they perifhe not , and vnto the others he giueth not the 
ftrength, that they may be do-wmétes,and witnes of mis 
incdftacie Thus vfe we to teafon by diuerfitie we 
fe in mé y one fort are eleét and others are reprobate and 
not as ye ymagin vs to do. We fay thar nature hath made 
vs equall as concerning corruption , and yet we fe grea: 
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110 AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
diuerfitie amdgeft men. We afk what ie caufe of this ft; 
yeanfwere education w fom Philofophers do,that willl le 
prouen fals,as before I haue declared: if ye fay mans fre re 
will, we procede demanding who giueth the good will if ec 
y¢ alledge man him felf,, the {cripture proucth you lies 
faing it is God that worketh the will and the perfourman. | 
ce.it God be granted ( as he can not be denied ) to beth § 
onely author of all goodnes , then alk we, why giueth be th 
the good willto the one,and not to the other. If ye tr, 
becaus the one receaueth grace and the other docth refi. in 
fe it, ye haue faid nothing to the purpofe. for we ftill de. n¢ 
mid, if God may not(if fo it Saget is cternall wifdom) fc 
frame and forme the will of the one to as-great obedien-| pl 
ce as the will of the other: fret and fume as ye lift: cee 


ci not denice, except that ye will be blafphemaus denign fo 
of his omnipotent power. Now of this manifeft diuerfite le 
which we fe in mankinde, we conclude that God hatha nc 
well his ele€&t whom of mercic he calleth , by faith iufi-R of 


fieth , and by his holie Spirit fanctificth , and in knov- re 
ledge of him felf and ofhis Sonne Iefus preferucthtomege to 
end, and fo in the end fhall he glorifie them : as_alfo dag et 
he hath his reprobate , whom for iuft caufes he leauethng 


them felues to ligwifh in their corruption, to pafle fromm be 
iniquitie to iniquitie, till thatthey com.to perdition, da 
they-that are prepared veffels of wraith . Ifthis yebemxgy re 
able to conuince , I fend youto fight with your of 
dow. for our reafons do ftand as I haue fhortly co 
which you be neuer ableto moue . Trew ir is that log fe 
Caluin thus writeth: Inter eleftos & reprobos mutuzce tel 
relatio, That is betwext the cleét and the reprobrare({ ft} ph 
eth he)there is a mutuall relation , that is the one hathij ce 


contraric. refpeét ro the other , fo that the cleétion 
which the Apoftle fpeaketh,ca nor ftad except we at 


grante that God hath fer apart onc fort of men whomégm pt 
pleafed him from an other forte. You heare no métion i} th 
thefe wordes of your patch , Ther is reprobation of HM & 
fame forte, which I know cither ye,orels your Matters 

ys 
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OF GODS PREDEST. wt 
ftalio forged. Becaus ye wold not forgett your meric ta- 
le of your lew , ye boldly denice that gods election hath 
re{pect to his contraric But when ye fhould 
come to the plaine dem6ftration thereof, ye are compel- 
bed to flie to this fhift : There is no fuch word or phrafe 
in the fcripture . if fuch a reafon fhould be made before a 


reafonable man, think it iuftly might be reiected. for if 


this be a good reafon: Election hath no refpect to his con 
trarie reprobazion,becaule the wordes nor phrafe are not 
_ inthe feripture,then is this reafon good alfo : Lor finned 
not committing inceft with his daughters: for in the hole 
feripcures there is neither fuch worde nor phrafe, that in 
plaine wordes afirmeth:that Lor finned commiting in- 
ceft with his daughters. Confider the vanitic of your rea- 
fons and be afhamed . Ye can not denie, bur this word E- 
le&tion is redde in the feriprures : And fo fay can ye 
not denieexcept that willingly ye will corrupt the:mind 
of the holie Goit , but chat it hath refpect to his contrarie 
reprobaiton,as by the phrafes which ye impudently denice 


~ “tobe in thé feriprures is moft euident. As, when Paul fai- | 


eth: hath God then reie&ted or refufed his people ? Gad 
forbyd . God hath nor refufed hispeople whom he knew 
before. And fo alledgeing the like to haue beneinthe 
daies of Helias , he faicth: euen foin this tyme there we- 
rearefidue ora few nomber left aecording to the eléctid 


To the.2. 


Rom. 1o. 


of grace, that is oe to the fre election, and not ac- 


cordig vntoworkes . And after he faieth that whithIfrae] 
feketh, it hath not atteined vnto: but the cle€tion hath-at- 
teined ynto it: but the reft were blinded,whether that this 
phrafe doeth not plainely proue that election in this pla- 
ce hath refpeé to his contrary,reprobation, let the indif- 
ferent reader iudge. The eletion(faieth faint Paule)hath 
atreined(vnderftanding the illumination which God did 
_ promife)but the reft were blided ‘If ye will not fufter thar 
this blinded reft: whom God iuftly had reieted, fhall be 
called reprobat, ftudie ye for a more gétle for we 
~ muft vfe fuch as rhe holie Goft hath taught vs . Bur 
yet one phrafe or two mo :I fhall haue mercie, faicth 
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God to Mofes , vpon whom I will haue mercie . And Pag 
feareth not to adde his contrarie faing : and whom hewill 
he maketh hard hearted. And agane what if God sre 
fhew his wrath and to make his power knowen_hathiuf 
fered with long patience the vetiels of wrath made redie 
to damnation:and that he might declare the riches of his - 
glorie on the veffels of mercie which he had preparedyn 
to glorie . If mercy, lief,the veflels of mercic, and glorie 
haue contrarie pect to feueritie, to deftruction, tothe | 
veflels of wraith , and of difhonor , then can it not be de. @ 
nied but that clection , (from the which all thefe former § 
graces flow to the ele) hath contrarie re{pect to reproba § 
ti0n.] omirte the reft of the phrafes which be commonin 
{criprureand make plaine diiference betwext the ele@ 
and reprobat, becaufe before hauc noted diuerfe anda 
ter be compelled ro repete the fame. How futhciédy cau 
y¢ haue proued your gencrall,fpeciall , and moft {peciall } 
ele€tion , let the readers iudge by that which is aniwered § 
to your eight vnreafonable reafon, ad to your 13. vanitit. 7 
.... That impudent blafphemic which malicioullyge 


lay to our charge fhall God( without {pedie repentang furd 
fodenly reuenge vpon your own heades ) blafphemous § elec 
mouth, I write to thee whofe corrupt maners,freindly.ad (this 


fecretly [haue rebuked , but whofe malice I now know @ ftan 


Ganft thow not be vnthankfull vnto man,except that allo Chri 


pudent lier( which of vs hath promifed vnto the or vate e 


thow powre furth thy vennom againft gods Maiefticilm- § firm 


any ofthy peftilent fect , that which he hath not perfour-§ 


med?Examin thy confcience;and denie if thow canft,but§ 
more hath bene perfourmed vn-o the, then euer was pro- = 
mifed, yea euen when thow diddeft deferue ro haue best 7 
abhorred of all honeft men : and yet without fear or fha- 7 P 
me doeft thow accufe vs that we fhould accufe God of by] 
pocrifie and thar we wold make him a difflembler like 
to our felues. The Lord for his great Names faik cither® 
purgethy heart , or fodenlie repreffe that vennome in ot. 
and in that peftilé: fe&, to his own glorie,and to the 9 
ort of his Church. Repent, repent(I Tap fhorely 
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OFGODS PREDE ST. 
thow fele what it is tocontriftate and make forowfull the 
Spirit of God , be the inftruments, inwhomhe worketh 
neuer fo weak. | 

If of euerie Parable ad fimilitude ye will cdclude as lar To the 4. 
gely as ye do here towit , y becaule ina Parable itis faid © : 
that a kinge called many to the mariage, Ergo God ele- 
&ed all by his generall election . Then it fhall folow that 
alllords and matters fhall alow and praife their ftewardes'_ 
and feruants,that deceaue them. for fo is affirmed ina pa Luk.r6. 

rable, thar one lord did to his fteward.Ifwe fhall rather 
beleue Chrift lefus then you,then we fhall thus conclude: 
Many are called, but tew chofen. wonder it is that ye can 
not fe the difference berwext thefe wordes: The king 
| called many, and God chofe all. 1am afhamed of your i- 
gnorance.Of gods coftant fidelitic,of his of the 
| caufes why ¥ reprobate are more ad more blynded, we ha 
ue before fomwhat fpoken and after will haue occafion 
to repete the fame. 2 | 
~ When ye wold be fenc moft craftie and fubtill,chen To the 3. 
appereth moit your ignorace and vanitie.To proue an ab 
furditie in our doétrine , thus ye rcafon: If where fo cuer 
election be , there is alfo reprobation of the fame kynd 
(this laft patch, I fay,is your malicious addition,but let it 
ftand for ateftimonie of your vntrueth ) ifthen fay you 
@ Chrift be the eleé& and chofen of God (as the fcriptures af 
firme him tobe) then muft it nedes folowe, that there be 
mo Chriftes of whome fome mutt be reprobate : and the- 
reupon ye bring in your foolifhe tale of your lew. 

_ Firft 1 anfwer , you according to your merie difpo- 
fition, which I perceaue did titill you in writing this part: 
That if ye can make no difference betwext election, and 
@clect, thenI wold ye were commited agane to fom quick 
mand fharpe Pedagoge who with fharp roddes wold let you 
mfcle what difference there is betwext Agentem & Patien- 
Affuredly your vnreuerét in thefe fecrete my 
métcries of our redemption, and thefe {coffing rantes in ma 
Bice caften out againft the eternal] Sonne of God, and his 
ndoubted veritic, deferue noge others anfwer . but yer 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS. 

artly ro let your ignorance appere, and partly fortheis. 
étid of the fimple,I will prepare my felf to anfwer with | 

reater modeftie then your malice deferueth . I hane faid 

| Sabie that this patch, vpon the which ye gather yourab- 

furditie is none of our doctrine. for we hauc neither writ. 
ten nor yettaught : that where fo cuer is eleCtion, ther 
mutt alfo reprobation be of the fame kynd+s but fimply | 
we fay that election hath refpe& to his contrarie reproby. | 
‘tion . Burto grant you fomwhat , and not to hold yous 
ftreit, let it be that fo we had written , what fhould night ‘ 
ly thereof folowe?that there muft be mo Chriftes , of w. j 
hd fom mutt be reprobate, fay you, becaus that Chriftis § 
called the ele&t of God , I anfwer in this your argument, © 

ye vfetwo fallaces, that is fals and deceatfull apperanees § 
of atrueth,which are but manifeft lies. The former, you 7 
change the ele& and reprobate in themi 
nor and inthe conclufion, where we put election andre. 
probation in the Maior, which is not lawfull in a good at-7% 
yument.for where we fay (as ye affirme) where fo eueris 7 
lection , there muft alfo reprobation be. ye infer, 
isthe ele@ of God, Ergothere muft be mo Chriftes ,o 
whom fom muft be reprobate. Who feeth not hereth| 
changing ofthe rermes . Let your argument procedeit 
order,and couclude what ye lift. Where fo euer is eledtié 9 


there muftalfo be reprobation . And add if ye lift , ofte 


fame kynd,but Chrift is ele€tion(thus muft you 
ifthat ye kepe the forme of a good argument )- 
your Minor and conclude what ye pleafe . Thus 
vaineand foolifhe fophiftrie compell me totrov-y 

le the fimple with the termes of the artes, which mofn) 


_willingly[do. 
feconde fallax and deceat, lieth in the ambigu 
tie and doubrfull vnderftanding of this patch ( whichf® 
craftelic forge) of the fame kynd, for ifwe had fo {poke 
Orwritten , yet is our far other then yo" 
imagine . That is we applie not thefe wordes of che 

kyndtothe particularitie of perfons,and of eueric 
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OF GODS PREDEST. ius 


tiall man thar is cle€&t, but tothe hole maffe , as by faint 
Paule we are taught . To make the mater more fenfible I 
willlay my felftor exépell, for! will not, nor dare not fo 
irreuerétly icft the maieftie of my God, and of his dear 
fon Chrift lefus as ye do. You reafon.againft vs , as that 
we did vnderftand your addition of the fame kynd of e- 
ucrie particulare perfon a part, as thus : I John knoxe do 
conftantly beleue, that as of mercie and fre grace it hath 
the goodnes of my God,in tyme to call me to his 

nowledge , id fo to remoue my blyndnes and vnbeliefe 
that in a part I fe his fatherlie loue towardes me in 
Chrift lefus his Sonne , fodoI moft certenlie beleue that 
in the fame Chrift Iefus , of fre grace he did ele&t and 
choofe me to liefeuerlafting before the foiidation of the 
world was laid . Ergo by your vnderftanding I muft alfo 
beleue that there isanother Iohn knoxe of the fame 
kynd, hauing the fame fubftance with the fame qualiteis, 
proprieties and conditions that I haue,that was reproba- 


i _ tedand fo muft be damned. Who feeth not here your va- | 


nitic, yea your moft malicious cauilation, who labor to 
impute vpon vs that which did neuer enter into our hear- 
tes. We with all reueréce and feare beleue and teach that 
God of one maffe that is of Adam , hath prepared fom 
@ veffels of mercie , honour, and glorie, and fom _he hath 
prepared to wrathe and deftruétion. Tothe veflels ofhis 
moercic in his etcrnall counfell before alltymes , he did 
appoint a head to reule , and giue liefto his eleé , that is 
Chrift Ilefus our Lord,whom he wold in tyme ro be made 
like vnto his brethren in all thinges finne except. Who in 
refpect of his humaine nature is called his feruante , the 
iuft fede of Dauid,and the elect in whom his foule is well 
compleafed.Becaufe as I haue faid, he is appointed onely 
head to giuc liefto the bodie, without whom there is nei- 
ther faluatid, nor liefto man nor to Angell.And 
fo in refpe& of his humanitie fré the W he in no wies can 
_ be feperated he is called ¥ ele& . Coclude now if you ca, 
there muft be mo Chriltes of who {6 ae reprobate 


3 
tay! 
J 
‘VW 
Vay 
ay 
B 
j 
4 
= 
9 


I will make a more fure and more trew conclufion , thes 


you do,which is this:God of one mafie hath ele&ted - | 


men to liefin Chrift Iefus , Ergo there was left of thef 
me maffe an other fort, vnder an other head the deuil, w. 
hoisthe father of lies and of all fuch as continue in blaf- 


phemie againft God . Gather now what abfurdities yes, | 


THE ADVERSARITIE. 


Theht- other argument gather they furth of gods prefcience bug 
tenth fe I will firSt borow an argument of them concerning the prefeien~ 
ce of God. And then God willing 1 {hall anfwere to therrs. Paul | 
[aieth: Thofe which God knew before, he atfo ordeined thembe- 
wnent, fore that theyfhould be lyke fafinoned wnto the fhape of his Son | 
thathe might be the firstbegotten Sonne among many bre- 

dened all men | 


Gion. 
The2. ar 


om.&. 


Reade the theren, but God knew all men before, Ergo he o 


feriptures before, that they{hould be Chriftes brethren ly ke fafhroned 
hee him. The first parte of my argument 15 Pasdles faing, T he fecon- 
beafha- de ye can not deny , and the conclufion is formallie inferr ofbo- = 
the the partes . Labor either to folute my argument without amy © 


ANSWER. 


Becaufe ye defire your argumét to be foluted at your a 
own requeft [ will take fom paine:God grant it may pra- § 


fic. Your argument conteineth in it felf che fallax whi 


is called of Equiuocation , for this word knowledge or : 


this fentence : whom God did for knowe in the wordesof 


Paul, which bein your Maior or firft propofition, do not 


fignific the fclf fame thing that thefe wordes , but God 


knew all men before, which you put in your minor or {¢- 
cond propofition. And fo becaufe that there be foure tet- § 
mes which in the {chooles be called fcopz diffolurz , the 7 

_ argument is deceatfull and fals ,althogh the forme ap- F 
pere good. Thus I trutt in your own cfcience you think 
your argument fully and rightly foluted.but yet that net } 
ther ye fhall haue occafionto bark againe , neither ye 7 


that the fimple reader fhall take paine to reade thefe val 
ne argumentes without all frute, | will adde fomwhat m0 


re, and will plainely proue my folution to be good In De | 
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guitie. Note wel that Chrift affirmeth 


OF GODS PREDEST. iz 
firit propofition I fay, where faint Paul faicth, whom God 


forcknew , the fame hc before ordeined : that the holic Rom.g. 


Goft meancth of that fore knowledge of God which is ioy 
ned with his eternal] loue , which before alltymes he did 


bear to his eleé&t, as of the wordes of Chrift lefus and of 


_ the wordes of the fame Apoftle in diuers places before is 
declared . Andwith this tore knowledge which is ioyned 


with his loue by the whichhisele& were ‘ppoin to be 
made like fafhioned to their head Chrift Te 


reprobate to appertein tohim . 1 do not denice but thatas 
all chinges euer were prefent before the cies of his Maie- 
{tic ,fo he both foreknow ; forefee, and before ordeis 
the éd of all creatures: but other wies I fay docth God fore 
know his clett,of whé $.Paul onely {peaketh. If it doeth 
offend you that I affirme that God did neuer fore know y 
as he did his elect: Lhaue my affuraice of Chrift 
Icfus,ot his own plaine wordes,fayng, to the fals prophe- 
tes.[ neuer knew you,depart from me ye workers of ini- 


the fals prophetes,no nor cuen when they did prophecie, 
caft out deuilles , and did many wonderous thinges in the 
name of Chrift Ifhe had faid I know, you not, ye might 
haue fhifted with this your accuftomed cauillation, that 


was by reaf6 of their finnes which after they committed, | 


but he Ieauing no doubt faicth | neuer knew you,4d the- 


© reforl fear notto affirme that God did never foreknow 


Iudas,as that he knew Perer. C dfider and be fober. Ye go 
forward toourargumentandfay. 


THE ADVERSARILIE. 
There argument eoncerninge gods prefcience is this 


as they do: which being granted, they which perifh, of necefitie 
they do perifhe. If of necefeitie thenis it by gods ordinance, becaufe 


fohe willeth and fohe hath ordeined. This argument femeth pro 
bable at the fir5t blufhe . But pray the reader to mark first how 


thefe men put no difference bet wext the foreknowledge of God 


ill. 


i 


the neuer knew | 


us , did neucr The diffe 
God fore know nor forefee Cain , Iudas , nor none other rence of — 
ode fore 
nowled 


Matth-7. 


é Ged The {ix 


knoweth al things before they be done gods pre{ciece or forknow tenthe 
ledge is infallible , Ergo of all things com topaffe (-GQion. 
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alfo willeth, but there [uppofition is vntrue. for god efeeth the 
death of the will wot the death. of 5 inner bag 
rather that he repent and lime. Christ did forefee the deStruthon 
of lerujalem, and yet did he not will it, for he wept and bewaled 


it , God did forefee the fall and finall deftruction of the \raelites, | 
and yet wold he not it . As he witneffeth him felf:(aing wherefe | 
Exech.18 willye die, O ye howfe of Ifrael , feingI hane no pleafure in the 


death of him that dieth. * 
ANSWER. | 


“ What we do teach of gods prefcience, of his proui- | 
dence and predeftination , and how that his omniporeat 7 
will which we feare not to affirme to be the necefsirieof | 


all thingcs doeth differ from ftoicall necefsitie , with the 


which ye burden vs, we haue before declared, and there- © 
Reade the OT remitting the readerto the fame place : toyou, 
fects. thatif ye imagine in Goda prefcience , and foreknow- 
ledge,which is ydle and feperated from his will, thatthen 


40 


y¢ tall into rhe blafphemie of Epicurus : and if that 


of his power. Choofe whic 


not the death of a finner , The weping of Chrift vpon left 


racl . Towhich I fhortly anfwer at this tyme becaus that 
after we muft haueto do with the fame mater, that fimply 


_ Ment,and of his veritie and fentence to be approued, al- 


ns AGANST THE ADVERS, 
and his will. for they juppofe, that what fo ewer God forefeith hg 


(as plainely yedo ) that he forefeeth things tocom, 
which he will nor , tharthen ye denie the omnipotenci¢ § 
4 you will, the veritie wil @ 
conuince you . To proue that he forefeeth and kno+ § 
weth many things to com , which he will not, ye adduce 
the place of Ezechiel, where God affirmeth,that God will F 


falem , andthe compleint of God againft the boufe of ff | 


(that is hauing no further refpeéct but to punifhmét one- |) 
ly)God will neither the death of the finner, neither yet the § 
deftruction oflerufalem, nor of the houfe of Ifraell, but | 
in re{pec ofhis glorie to be fhewed in their iuft punitbe- | 


waies ftable and conftant , why that God fhall not will 
both the death, and deftrudtion to com vpon the ftubbor- | 
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OF GODS PREDEST. 119 
ne inobedient, I fe nother abfurditie to folow neither 
{criprure repugning:but after in anfwering to your diftin | 
ction which ye at betwext gods will and his permif- 
fionI purpol to cntreatthis mater more largely . You 


THE ADVERSARIE. 


Secondly thefe men think that gods forekno wledge cau- The17. 
feth all thinges to com to affe of neccfsitte, which is alfo yntrue. SeQion 
for knowledge of things past , of things prefent , and of things a | 
to com dependeth of the th ing that 1s knowen , and not the thing | 
of knowledge . Asl know that Paule before he was called, he | 
was a perfecuter of ChriStes Churche , but Paule was not a per- O prowde 
fecuter becanfe I knew it, but 1 knew it becaufe he was a lucife sid 
perfecuter: know that inthe moneth of Luly {hall be harues?, that da- 
yet {hall not haruest besbecaufe 1 know fo but | know it becaufe compa 
tt fhall be. Lik wefe God did know that fiould write this day, T¢ thy 
but yet did he not compell me to write : for Lhad libertie cither to knowled~ 


| write or not to write not becaus he knew that lfhould write, the - ledge to 


refor did 1 write , but becaus | wasto write ,therefor knew he the prefe ie 
that 1 [hould write . Thus ye may fe how they do erre which af- €¢ °f God 
firme that gods foreknowledge caufeth all thingsto com topaffe 
0 . for as God doeth forefee that men will do «:./ll fo 

oeth he alfo forcfee that they may leaue the exill vndone, «das 3 
Ged forefeeth that men will not do well , fohe forcfeeth that they 
be not compelled thereto , but might.do well if they list. As 
for example , ChriSt could and might bane obteined more then 
twelue legions of Angels , and yet God did know that he{hould — 
not obtein them: alfo God did know that Christ fhould not pray 

twelue legions of Angels, and yet he might haue praied ashe 4 
eth him if this it is manifeft that not withflanding the for. 


knowledge of God things may'com to pall otherwiefe then 

they do. Where for it foloweth that Gods foreknowledge caufeth 

no necefsitie-Pilate lad power to crucifie ChriSt, or to let him go: 

which Christ denied not but rather affirmed it faing he had ‘2 

power frome aboue, ad althogh Pilate,did not ear eases: 
Ul. 
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withftanding he might bane done it.Ananias Jolde bis 

and yet ny haue not fold it : he bright parte of the pri 
pe 


thereof to the ApoStles , which he mig ane vetcined to bites 
as Peter witneffeth that the price therof was in Ins own power; 


Many fuch other exemples may I bring furth 
manifeft that the fore know 


which might be done. | 
| ANSWERE. 


To thet. Atheit that ye be foblinded that ye can put no diffe 
rence betwext the foreknowledge,will,and power of God, | 


which all are perfect inhim felf, as is his erernall God 
head, and rhe 
creatures which be imperfeét and weak by reafon of ma- 


nes corruption , yet Idoubrt nct bur that all reafonable 


men fhall fodanly efpie your vanitie, who dare be fobold 


as to affirme that becaufe your knowledge was not the cat 
fe that Paul was a perfecutor, that theretor the foreknow | 

_ ledge of God, his eternal purpofe coiifell and will Wwe, | 
neuer feperate, did no more in that matcr , then did your | 
bare knowledge . by the fame reafon ye may conclude | 

God wrog ht no more Paule in preaching to the | 
tik trig. But j 

, will not be fo vnthankfull , but will confefle | 
Galat.1. that from his mothers wombe he fet hima parte, and cal- | 


les,thé did your knowledge, for y reaf6 isa 
he him felf, 


led him by his grace tothe end thathe might reuele his 

1 Tim. 1 Sonne Chrift lefus by him : for the which he vnfeanedly 
thanked the goodnes of God, who made him ftrongia 

God wor- Chrift Iefus to be faithfull in that offices and minifterie, 
keth both Tam not roves that other waies doeth God worke in the 
inhise- heattes of his ele&t,the work of their faluation, and other 
lett,and waiesin the reproba’e. for in the heartes of his effe- 


an the re- Ctually and by the power of his fpirit doeth he fo worke © 


ate in them the motions that be agereable to his holie com- 
indi~ mandments, that they ftrive contend againft their na 
werfe ma- tural corruption: but iuftly leauing the reprobate to them 


er. felues and to fathi their father, they willingly folow wit- — 


hour all violence or compulfion of gods parte, — 


tt hould | 
ledge of God, 
inges be done which might not be done, and things be not done, 


reknowledge, will, and power of manor | 
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and finne:and fo finally the way of perdition to the which 
they naturally are inclyned. But yetit any will athrme 
that theretor gods fore knowledge doeth but idly behold 
what they will do, and that in his eternall purpofe , co- 
unfell and will, he will one thing ,ad they will an other,fo 
that their will preuale ayainit his, he fhall not efcaip the 


cryme of horrible blafphemy,as before i haue faid,ad he- 
re atter alfo mutt more largely entreat. Of your know- 
ledge what fhall com in lulie ad of your libertie to write 


I oncly anfwer this : that albeit God did not compell you 
to write, for there to your wicked will was bét: yet becaus 
he forcknew,and alfo hath fore {poken that of necefsitie 


it was, that herefies fhould com, that the eleét might be 


tried, it was not alrogither againft his will , that ye Id 
+ manifeft your felf, 34 that we fhould patiently fuffer your 
vniuft accufations. 


Your and with the wordes of 
u 


our mafter Chrift Iefus to Peter, is fo far from the oot 
fe of the holie Goft, thar I am partly afhamed in your be- 


half. Doeth Chrift in that place abfolutcly aftirme, that ei 
ther he might pray for xii of Angells, either yet 


that his Father wold or might giue them to:him then ,; to 
deliuer him?or doeth he not rather by this interrogation: 
Beleueft thow not that I may pray my Father? rebuke the 
bold and foolifh interprife of Peter, who rafhly pretended 
to defende by his fworde him whome the Father had giué 
into the hades of his ennemies, of determined purpofe to 
die for our finnes? and fo did he céclude contrarieto your 
mynd,to witt, that impofsible it was that either he fhould 
pray for any Angels , to delyuer him atthat tyme; either 
-~ that his Father fhould fend any forthat purpofe : for 

caus it was other waies determined in his eternal] and 
immutable counfell, asin plaine wordes he witnefleth 
faing : Buthow then fhall the {criprures be fulfilled in w- 
hich itis fore fpoken, that fo it behoueth to be. 


In the wordes of Pilate and in Chriftes anfwer ye few To the 46 


the like ignorance as before . forthere vpon ye conc'ude 
what Pilate might hau¢ done, and yet did not the fame, 
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vnto God neither honor nor 
lorie , but boafting him ieclf of his power , he thoghtall 
oo lawfull, which 1t pleafed him to do-Againtt which 
pride and vniuft vnthakfulnes, Chrift abfolutely denieth 
that he fhould hauc hadany power ouecr him, except it 
_ had bene giué to him frome aboue. By which wordes and 
fentence ce did put him in minde that he fhould makeke 
comptes, what iudgement he pronounced, not to the Em- 
peror onely , but to the foueraigne God who as he hath ap- 
pointed and eftablifhed autoriteis, fo fhall he feuerely re- 
uire of their hads an accompt,1f vnder his name they v- 
_ fe tirannic or pronounce fals iudgemét. This I doubt not 
is y truc ad fimple meanig of } text,4d not as ye ignorat- 
ly orels malicioufly collet, y Chrift affirmed that Pilate 
Read the ad power not to adiudge him to be crucified, but to deli 
-werhi . The holie Goft affirmeth dire& cétrarie faig:of 
the Apo- trueth in this citie haue cOuened againft chy holie Sone 
 Whomethow haft anointed, Herode ad P6tius Pilate with 
Ad.4. thegentiles and the people of Ifrael to do what fo euer thy 
“*"- hand and counfell haue before decreed to be done . Now 
let the indifferent reader iudge which of our colleétions 
and conclufions is moft ftrongly proued . Ye affirme that 
Pilate had power not to crucifie Chrift : and I fay that he 
was ap inted inthe immutable counfell of God to be o- 

neo wicked inftrumentes, by whome the Sonnc 
God fhould innocently fuffer the death of the croffe - But 
how litle docth this releue the wilfull finne of Pilate fhall 

after be declared. | | 
w hat po- Eué fuch libertie and »as ye had to write the- 
wer Ana {c former and fubfequét blaiphemiecs, had Ananias of his 
niashad land,and money receiued for the fame. For 3s you being 
of bis land infeé&ted with herefie ,malicc,and enuie,did y wil 
: te and vtter your vénom:fo he being auaricious and a dif- 
{embling hypocrite did of a fre , confenting heart referue 


é 
¥ 


where as the purpofe of Chrifte Iefus was to rcprouethe 
pancie ofthe vaine man , who did vfurpeto 
elf au 


@ portion to him felf , offering a parte to the Churche 


ry 
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not withStanding Christ did forejee that Peter fhould denie him 


La, which when Saul heard he left of from his interprife and com 


3 _prophecie of God , And yet was God true . for he did forefee 


OFGODS PREDEST. 123 
God,with proteftatié that it was the hole fome, — 
therebieto haue obteined the commendation and praife 
which hypocrites deferuc not. But what was gods purpofe, 
counfell,and will in that behalf, is euident,to witt that we 
fhall abhorre and auoid hypocrifie,that we fhall not abu- 
fe the fimplicitie of our brethren, neither yet make prote 
ftation of that thing before men, affirming that to be rrew 
which ourown confcience knoweth to be fals . But now 
to the reft. | 
THE ADVERSARIE. The 
Here I think it is good to anfwere to their obiethos which _ h 
they collect of Peters denying of his master If thefe thinges, w~ cls, te~ 
hich God forefeeth to com to paffe , fay they, may be left-vndone. NC {C= 
thennot- withstanding that Chrift did forefee that Peter fhould Qion. 
dente lim , Peter might yet haue not denied him .lanfwer that 


yet was not Peter compelled thereto , but might haue not denied 
Christ (well [ay they ) then fhould Christhane ben a lier for he 
faid that Peter [hould denie him: | anfwer that not an 
that Chrift fofaidgyet might Peter hae not denied him ad Chri 

not withStunding fhould haue ben no lier , the like example haue Re. 23° 


we in the firSt book of Samuel , Dawid afked counfel atthe Lord, _ 
sf Saul wold com to keyla and the Lord faid he will com downe: 2 


then fzid Dawid will the men of keyladelyner me and the men 
that are with me into the hands ef Saul : And the Lord faid they 
will betray you. Then Dawid with his men departed from key 


not to keyla. Here we fe that neither gods foreknowledge which 
is'al{o conforme to his faing neither yet his eng didta- 
ke libertie frome Saul, from the men of keyla, neither Da- 
uid and his mé,nother did Saul come to keyla,neither the men of 
keyla betrared Dawid asthe Lord had{poken , And Dawid had 
hts men auoid the danger God 
fpoken , it fhould come to paffe,.fo all they bertt 
yea enen after God had edie’ what (houlde be do~ 3 


ne. In fo much that their doines were plaine contrarie to the 


ze 
‘ 


Whence 

bane ye 

your affu- 
rance. 


"Tether. 
3. 


God had ginen him, he wit 


that if Dauid did not keyla , vfing fuch libertie as 
bis men {i into the 
bands of Saule,and | pray you might not Peter like wife vfmg bis 
libertie auoyd the bufho and fo newer bene tempted 
denie Christe? Yes 1 oe a afwell as Daud anoided keyla. 
If you be able to proue that Dauid ftoode in alfo hote a 
contention againft God , as Peter didagainft his mafter 
Chrift Dauid affirmed the exprefled contrarie 
to that which God had pronounced ,and that God had ap- 
pointed the certen time afwell when Saule fhould come 
as when the men of keyla fhould betrey him, then — 
ye haue had fom coulor tohaue compared and mate 
the deniall of Peter with the fli¢g of Dauid . Bur if Peters 


_ deniallwas with a dooble affirmation pronounced by the 
_ mowth of Chrifte Iefus: and if the fentence of God-bothe 
_ touching the comming of Saule and touching’ the ya- 


thankfulnes of the men of keyla,was conditionall ,.y¢ be 
more thé bold that take vpé you to ioyn togither things 


fo diuerfe . Chrifteswordesto Peter were neither fpoken 


nor ment vnder any condition , but were pronounced as 
foloweth.Verelie,verelie I fay vnto the,that the cock fhal 
not crowe till thow fhall denic me thrife. Which wordes 
leaue neither libertie,fredome nor rto Peter to pro: 
uide for him felf, that this fentéce fhould not be true,but 
the wordes and anfwers fpoken to Dauid were according 
to his queftions, which were firft , if that brute of Saules 
coming was truc,ad if the men of keyla, to whom he had 
fhewen fuch thankfulnes of late before , fhould becom fo 
ingrate that they fhould betrey him into the hades of Sau 
le: And God did anfwere that Saule fhould come downe, 
and that the citerens of keyla fhould betray him . Butl 
truft ye will not be fo impudent as to denie, but that both 
thefe affirmations were fpoken conditionally to affure 
Dauid of his doubres, and.to giue him aduertifment that 
neither he fhoulde abyde the hafard of Saules compe 
neither yet cOmit him felf and his mé of warre tothe fi 
hitie of thofe that were in keyla . Be iudges now your fel- 
| ues 


m4 AGANST THE ADVERS,. 


a 
j 
4 
& 
< 
g 
12. 
} 
| 
~ ‘ 
= 
4 


_ dame with the free will of Chrifte Iefus , and with the p; cane 
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ues how far different be the wordes — to Peter,and the 
wordes{poken to Dauid. Ye procede. | 

THE ADVERSARIE. The 

now to returue to our purpofe, if fhall grante that all nvn- 
thinges of mere necefsitie mut come to paffe according to the pref téth fe 
cience and foreknowledge of God, then had Adam fire thetral 
giefsion no fre will but of mere necefiitie did he forafmuch 


us God did forefee his fall. Thenhad Chri no fre will :for God 1 
did forefee all that Chri? was to do,thenss Go bound him felf &d 
hath no libertie to do nor leane wndone that which he doeth, for- »% 
afmuch as he forefeeth all his own workes . This belike you will 
make a goodlte wife God . God fane vs frome fuch dangerous ad 
horrible errors , and gine vs Stedfa5t and perfect faith tobelewe 3 
not onely that he is but alfo that he is an omnipotent God- Which 
frely after his own good pleafure doeth and may do,or leane yn- 
done what foenerpleafethhim. 
| ANS W | 

BeforeI anfwer tothe abfurdities,which ofourdo- To the 1. 
Grine ye colle& , I muft in few wordes put you in 
minde , that verie foolifhely ye ioyn the frewill of A- 


libertie of God . for Adams will was neuer fo free but ce her. 
that it migth (as that it did ) c6 tothraldom, whichweak ghe 
nes you be neuer ableto prouc atany tymeto hauebene of 
in Chriftes will.further the will of Adam was alwaies vn- ChrjSte, 
der the impire and threatning of a law,to which fubieQid 2nd 
{thik ye wil not bring God. But now to your abfurdities. sh, fredé | 
If(fay you)I fhall grante that all thinges of mere necef- of Adams 

fitie muft com to paffe according tothe prefcience and 4,1). 
foreknowledge of God , then had Adam afore histranf- 
ere no frewill, your illation, or confequence is fals. 

or the foreknowledge and prefcience of God did neither 
take away fre will from Adam, neither yetdidcompellic _  - 
by any violence , but did vfe it as an ordinarie mean , by 
the which his eternall counfell and purpofe fhould take ef 
fe&.but for the better vnderftanding hercof,we muft ad- 
uerte and note that which before we haue towched , and 
promifed after more largely toentreat the fame . to witt 


4 
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Gods pre- that gods prefcience and foreknowledge is not to be fepe 
feienceis rated from his will and decre , For none othcrwies docth 
nottobe God forefee things to com to pafle but according ashe 
feperated him felf hath in his eternail counfell decreed the jfame. 
his for as itapperteineth to his wifdome to foreknow and fo- 
will, — yefee allthings that are to come , fo doeth it apperteinto 
his power to moderate and reule all things according to 
_ hisown will: neither yet herefor doeth it tolow, that his 
foreknowledge prefciece, will or power,doeth take away 
the fre will of his creatures, but in all wifdom and iuftice, 
(how euer the contrarie appere to our corrupted iudge- 
ments )he vfeth them, as beft it pleafeth his wifdomto 
bring to pafle in time , that which before all ryme he had 
decreed . Tothe which ‘8 and end,they (1 mean the 
creatures and their willes )what fo euer they purpofe to 
the contrarie , or how ignorantly that euer they workeit 
neuertheles do volontarely , andas it were of a naturall 
motion incline and bow to that end tothe which they are 
treated . To make the mater more plaine, let vs takethe 
ereation and fall of Adam withthe creatures that ferued 
in the fame, for example. For what cheif end didGod erea 
te all thinges ( of Salomon and Paule we haue before de- 
clared)to witt for his own gloric to be fhewed: the gloriel 
fay of the riches of his mercie towardes the veffels of 
Rom-9. —mercie,and the glorie of his iuftice and moft iuft iudge- 
Prower.16 ments towardes the vellels of wraith. And that this eter- 
nal] counfell of God fhould take effeét as he had purpo- 
{ed,mi was created righteous,wife, iuft and good, havi 
fre will, nother fubiect to the thraldom of finne , nor 
fathan at the firft creatio: but fodanly cometh fathan en- 
nemic to God, and to ma, his good creature, and firft 
_ redin vennom into the heart of the woman , which after- 
ward fhe powreth into the heart of Adame:to the which bo 
the the one and the other,without all violéce vfed of gods 
willingly confent: and.fo confpiring with the 
erpent do accufe God of alie, do fully confent to vendi- 
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cat or challenge to them felues the power of the God head 
of minde and purpofe (fo far as in them lay )to thruft dow _ 
ne , and depofe him from his eternall throne . Here we fe 
how the creatures and their willes without compulfion, do 
ferue gods purpofe and counfell . for fathan was acither 
fent nor commanded of God to tempt man: but of malice 
and hatred did moft willingly and gredely runne to the — 
fame : the will of man being fre before , was not by God 
violently compelled to obey fathan: but man of fre will 
did confent to fathan and confpire again{t God . And yet 
was the fallof man not onely forefene and foreknowen 
of God, but a!fo before decreed for the manifeftation of 
his glorie . Let vs yet take an other exemple that the ma- 
ter may be more euident . The death of Chrifte Iefus for © 
mans redemption , was decreed in the eternall counfell 
of God before the foundations of the world were laid as 
we were eleCted in him , and as he was the lambe killed 
from the beginning , which death alfo was decreed in the 
fame countel of God to be inacertein time appointed: 
And that fo certenly that neither could the malice ofany 
creature preuent the houre appointed of God thercto: nei 
ther yer could any policie or chance impede or transfer- 
re the fame to any other tyme. For how oft Chrift was afo 
reaffaulred , the Euangeliftes do witnes : But alwaies his 
anfwere was:my houre is not yet come . And what impe- 
dimentes did occure immediatly before his death, is alfo 
euidét. The feaft of Eafter was inftant,the fame of Chrift 
was great,the fauor of the people,with publick voices was 
declared , and the counfels of the hic prieftes and feniors 
had decreed that to auoid fedition his death fhould be de- 
layed, till after chat feaft : But all thefe were fhortly ouer- 
throwen, and Chrift did fuffer in the verey tyme appoin- 
ted as he before had forefpoken . But now to the inftru- 
mentes which ferue in this mater,and whether they were 
compelled by God or not , ludas we know was not one ~ 


of the leaft: and what moued him ; the holie Goft doeth 
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witnes,to witt his auaricioufnes . The {cribes, Pharifeis, 
Prieftes and Seniors and people, led , fom of malice and 
enuie,fome to gratifie their ruelers , and altogether of 
purpofe to crucifie Chrift, do confent with ludas . Pilasg 
albeit he long refufed and by divers meanes ftudied to 
delyuer Chrift , yet in the end for fear of difpleafure, af. 
well of the prieftes and peoplc,as of the Emperor, he wil- 
lingly without all compulfion of gods part , pronounced 
an vniuft fentence of deathe againft Chrift lefus which 
his foldiours alfo moft willigly did execute. This I fay we 
fe that the creatures and their willes without all compul- 
fion do ferue gods counfelland purpofe. Herel know 
that ye thik that either I write againft mv felforels chat] 
conclude a great abfurditie . for if 1 fay that God did no- 
thing but forefee thefe thinges and fo permitted them 
(as atter you {fpeak)to folow their own train , that he wor 
keth no more, but as a fimple beholder oi a tragedie, then 
dol aggre with you and if Ido fay (asin verey dede ldo 

vnderftand and affirme) that the erernall counfell and 

_ pofe of God did foreule in all thefe thinges , that ra 
they did ferue to gods purpofe and iuft will , thea 
fulfill their moft wicked willes: then will you cry blafphe 
mic , and fay that I deliuer the deuill, Adam, and all the 
wicked frome finne , of the which I make God to beau- 
thor. Tothe firft I haue anfwered before, thar as I fepera- 
te not gods foreknowledge from his counfell , fo do | af- 
firme that he worketh all in all rhinges according tothe 
purpofe of the fame his good will: and yet thathe vfeth 
no violence, neither in compelling his creatures, neither 
conftreining their willes by any externall force, neither 
yet — their willes from them: but in all wifdom and 
iuftice,vfing them as he knoweth moft expedient for the 
. manifeftarion ofhis glorie, without any violence I fay — 

when vio done to their willes ee violence is done to the will of 


rf 2 creature, when it willeth one thing,and yet by force, by 
tyranny or by a greater power itis compelled to dothe 
willof thinges which it wold not: asifa pudique ad honeft ma- 
ereature. tron or chafte virgine fhould be deprehended alone by 
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a wicked and filthie man, whowith violence and foree 
(thoghe the will ofthe woman did plainely repine ) did 
deflowre and corrupte her . This is violence done towill 
and fhe of necefsitie was compelled to fuffer that ignomi 
nie and fhame, which neuertheles fhemoftabhorred. Do 
we fay that Goddid (or doeth ) any fuch violence tohis 
creatures? Did he compell fathan to tempt the woman w- 
hen his will was contrarie thereto?Did the-will of Adame 
refift the temptation of the woman and did he fo hate and 
abhorre to eate of that fruite,that ic behoued God ro com 
ell his will repugnig thereto,to eat of it, and fo to break 
fis commandements ? or did he not rather willingly hear 
and obey the voice of his af te I befcch you how 
plainely we put difference betwext violence, shiek you 
call mere necefsitie,and gods fecrete coifell and eternall 
purpofe. But yet yecrie, wherein thé did mioffend? who __ 
can refift the will of God? why doeth he complein : feing Th¢ grad 
that his counfell and purpofe by fuch meanes is broghtto geing of 
paffe? Do ye not vnderftand that thefe were the furious the repro~: 
cries of chofe to whom faint Paul impofeth filence , with bat. _ 
this fentence: O man what art thow that dareft reafona- Rom.g. _ 
gaift God &c. But left that ye complein (as your comm6 | 
cuftom is)of our obfcuritie and dark f{peaking, I will eué 
in one or two wordes declare why the creatures offend e- 
uen when they ferue moft effetually to gods purpofe.To Why crea 
_witt becaus thatthey neither haue the glorie of God in ‘ures i 
their actions before their cies , neither yet mynd they to whe they 
ferue, nor obey purpofe andwil.Sathan intempting oS? fcrue 
man ftudied nothing to promote gods glorie: Manin o- gods coisfel 
beyig the tépratid looked nor to coiifell of God: [udas, 
Ananias, Pilate,the foldiours,and the reft had nothing les 
in mind then mannes redemption to be perfourmed by 
their cod fells,and wicked workes. And therefor, of gods 
iuftice were they cuerie one reputed finners,yeaand fom 
of them reprobated for eucr.if thefe reafons do not fatis- 
fie you , yet fhall they be» teftimonie what is our do- 
Ctrin:and as I truft fhall alfo be a reafonable contentation 


to the godlie and fimple reader. More wold I haue fpoké 


j 
all 
3 


yo AGAINST THE ADVERS. 


Luk.22. 


is fre al- 
thogh it 
chage not 


offered 
by mens 


vniuft accufations , { wilbe compelled to haue to d 
with you againe, I abyde Now to your 


as occafion power: fo doeth 


gerhe arreft ad declare that your iuftice,’wherof fo much 


in the fame mater , and fo to haue put end vnto it a 
once : but becaus that after, by the reafon of yourm 


reafons: Mannes will I {ay in the {elf remained fre , not. 
withftanding that God in his eternall counfell had de- 
creed his tall, and that becaus no violéce, as before is de. 
clared, was done vnro it. The will of our matter and Saui- 
our Chrift lefus , notwithftanding the ammurable decre 
of his death, appointed to be at a certein time , was fo fre 
that albeit, the power of nature might hauc giuen yato 
him mo yeares of lief: and alfo that the humaine nature. 
did abhorre the cruell and ignominious death, yet did he 
fubiect bothe his will and the power of nature , vato the 
will of his heaucnlie Father,as he doeth witnes, faing: Not 
that I will(father)but let that be done which thow willef. 
Wonderit is that ye can not fe how godswill can 
remaine in libertic ,exceptthat he abyde in fufpence or 
dowte , and fo daily and hourely change his purpofe and 


Gods will counfell , as occafion is offered vnto him, by men and by 


their actions. If this be to make God bounde and to take 
frome him libertie , to affirme that as he is infinit in wil- 
dom, infinit in goodnes, infinit in iuftice , and infinitin 

moft conftantly , moft frely ,moft iuft- 
lie and moft wifly bring that to paife,which in his eternal 
coufell he hath determined. If this (I fay)be to take from 
God fredom, wifdome and libertie, as ye do rayle,I muf 
confes my felfa tranfgreflor . But if your cogitatids and 
foolifhe conclufions of his eternal God head be(as alas to 
manifeftly ye declare your felues){o prophane, fo carnal, 
and {06 wicked, that long you abiding in <i fame, can not 
c{caip gods iuft vengeance. Repent before that in his an- 


ye bragge,is manifeft blafphemie againft his dear Sonne 
Chrift lefus.God the father of our Lord Iefus Chritft pre- 
fcrue his {mall flock, from your peftilér vennom,adm 
dangerous herefies, and ftoppe your blafphemous mow- 
thes, that thus dare ieafte ypon God, as if he were oncof 
your 
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OF GODS FREDEST.. 
our companids fayeng , Then ishe a goodly wyfe God, 
hen is God bouide him felf &c. 
ADVERKS AR | 

— The thirde argument gather they vpon that which is writ 
ten tothe Romanes the ninthe chapter afore the children were 


The 20 


borne that the purpofe of God by election might Stad,1t was faid : Se@ion 


the elder {hall ferue the yonger, asst is written , Lacob haue Llo- Rom. 9. 


ued, but Efaw hane | hated.for the true ynderStanding of ghis ferip 
ture, we must know firSt that thefe wordes, The elder hall ferne 
the yonger , are not {poken of Lacob and Efum ( for as concerning 
the flefh, Efaw did nener ferue lacob) but they are {poken of twe 
nations which were to com of them, as the Lord faid to Rebecca, 
Not two men but two nations are in thy bellie: and thefe words 
afore the children were born,are not to be referred to the fentence 
which foloweth lacobhane I lowed, but Efan | hated-for the- 
re was no fuch thing /poken afore their birthe(as thow may plai- 
nely fe in Genefis ) but that was fpoken many yeres after by the 
Prophete Malachie, Not of lacob and Efan,but of two nations,of 
the Ifraelites ad Edomites, as the Prophete Malachite expoudeth, 
which we may well vnderStand of the true Church and of the 


malignat charche:if that had bene fpoken afore their birthe,then 


had the Lord not faid , lacob I bane lowed and E fau Lhaue hated 
in the preterit tence, but lacob {hall I lowe and hate, 


Inthe future tence . As inthe other fentence he faieth , the elder 


{hall ferne the i. , and not the elder hath ferned the yonger. 


Now the Lord loued Lacob of his own bountefull goodnes and fre 


grace. Efau he hated becaufe of his wickednes, for the Lord abhor 


red al wicked doers. As Mofes [aieth it is not for thy righteoufnes 


fake, or for thy right heart that tlow goeSt to their land 


but for the wickednes of thefe natiens , the Lord thy God doeth 


ci5t them owt before the , euen to perfourm the word which the 


cob. Here we fe how that the lfraelites receaue the lad of promes, 
not for theirownrighteoufnes [ark , but onely by the bountefull 
goodnes of God. Againe the Cananites are caft owt of the fame 


lad not becaus it was gods plea(wre,or that he delyted in thetr fall 


1 


Malach:1 


Lord thy God [wore vnto thy fathers Abraham I(aak and la- 


but for their abominatios which they comitted agaist God, fo that \/ 


Lacob is belowed , it cometh of the fre grace, and goodnes of God 
| 
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forme to the faing of the Lord , Thy deStruchion aell ig 

thy felf,and thy health comet h of me. | t 
| | ANSWER. 

Tothes. Your colde and vnfauerie expofition which ye 


(folowing the prophane fubrilitie of Caffalio ) make vy. 
-ponthewordes of the Apoftle written in the nynth chap- 
ter tothe Rom. is neither able to iuftifie your error, nei- 


ther yet to improue the doctrine, which vpo the fame we | 


collect and gather, which is this : That as God by his fre 
benediction leperated ‘the people of Ifrael from all na- 
tions of the earth, fo did his fre ele&tion make difference 
betwextthe men ofthe fame people of whom he did frely 
Themynd choofe fom to faluation,and did appoint others ,to eternal 
‘of the Apo condemnation - Secondarely, that of this his fre Eleétion 
Stle in i there 1s none other caufe , nor foundation , but his mere 
9. cbapit. goodnes,as alfo his mercie, which after the fall of Adame 
to the Ro doeth without all refpeét ,had to their workes receaue and 
mains con embraflewhom it pleafeth him. Thirdly that God in this 
cerning _ his freelection is bound to no necefsitie to offer the fame 
lacob and to allindifferently , but contrarie wies he pafled by fuch 
Ffaw.  asit him, and who it hina‘ he receaueth. 
Thefe propofitions(I fay) are fo euident in Paules wordes 
that they neuer can be moued by your malicious and ig- 
-noran: wrefting of the text : for in cuerie one of Paules 
fentences, he ftriueth direétly againft your error. for whe 
re he faieth: Rebecca conceaued of one, that is of our fa- 
ther Ifaak, he fecludeth a] caufe that might haue bene by 
accidentes,which come in tyme, either in the father ori 
the mother : and in thefe wordes when the chidlren were 
not yet born, and had neither done good nor euill,he fe- 
cludeth al refpects that ca be alledged to haue bene in the 
children. But where he faieth , ta the purpofe of God 

might abide according to ele€tion, not-of workes, but 
the caller &c,is plainely denied merites, dignitie,or wor- 
Bion. For ifhe 


kestocom , to be any caus of gods fre ele 


wold haue perfuuaded men to haue beJeued that God had 


and that Efau is hated, it cometh of his own ewill deferuing, come 
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inthe flefhe , that Efauwas compelled to begee portage at E fom 
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elected fom in refpe& of their good workes to com, and 
had reic&ted others for their euill workes onely , which 
he forefaw that they fhould do: Paul had not fo vehemét- 
ly vrged thefe termes and fentences : That the purpofe of 
od might abyde according to election , not of workes 

&c. but he fhould fimply haue faid: God hath chofen fom 
in refpe€ of their hod workes , which he forefaw they 
fhould do, which therefor he wold reward firft with his ele 
tion, and after with his kingdome.But the plaine contra 
rie way to this,we fe the Apoitle vfeth, pulling man alto- 
gither from contemplation of him felf, to God, to his fre 
mercic, to his fre grace, and eternall purpofc,and alfo to © 
his moft depe and profounde iudgements . magin what 
fhift fo euer ye can, ye fhall neuer be able to auoid this 
plaine fimplicitic ofthe Apoftle. | 

With what face can ye denic , that thefe wordes, the To thei. 
elder fhall ferue the yonger,are not{poken of lacoband 
Efau,feing that the Apoftle in plainc wordes docth affirm 
that they were fpoken and ment of the two children, befo 
re they were born ? He faicth not before the two natids we 
re born, but before the childré were born. Your reafon is 
becaus as concerning the ficfhe Efaudid neuer ferue Ia- 
cob,I anfwer neither yet did God fay: the elder fhall ferue 
the yonget in the flefhe : but fimply did pronounce : The 
elder fhall ferue the yonger . But well do yedeclare what 
is your ynderftading of dominion and feruitude , be it in 
fiefhe,or be it in fpiric. 

Was itno kinde of feruitude I pray you yea euen 


lacob , and forthe fame to fell all title of his birthright? maner of 
was it no thraldome, that with crying owling, ad furious way fer - 
rores , he was compelled to begge the benediction, which ed lacoh 
Jacob had gotten, and vet could not obtein it?Did not his #2 the 
heart fele fubicétion when he feeth his father fo conftanr fhe. 
in preferring lacobto him, that by no meanes he wold re 
treat or call back one worde. We do not denie but the di- 
Ucrfitie was alfo eftablifhed betwext the two nations: but 
that the heades fhould be fecluded , that are ye neuer able 
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to proue. But rather the bartell, which did beginne in the 


~ mothers wombe,was eftablifhed,and confirmed by theo- 
racle of God to continue betwext the pofterities of thofe 


two heades . Did Rebecca, and Ifaak after he did fe gods 
prouidence and will to be contrarie to that which hehad 
purpofed( which was to giue the benedi€tion to Efau)did 
they, I fay, vnderftand that Iacob had no parte in that pro 
mes touching hisown perfon? The wordes of Iaakdo 
witnes the conrrarie: for he faieth,I haue eftablifhed him 
lord ouer the &c. By the fame reafon which ye makel 
may prouce that thefe wordes were not fpoken of their po 
fteritics, for during longer time , then either did Lacob or 


- Efau liue, the Edomites did not ferue the Ifraelires in the 


fiefhe: which did onely beginne in the latter dayes of Da 
uid,and did continue, to the daies of loram (fon of [ofa- 
phat)when they departed from that obedience: neither yet 
were they cuer after that , broghrinto fubie¢tion againe. 
but be therefore the oracles , and promifes of God vaine? 
Yea had they not their effe&,bothe in the one people,ad 
in the other , cuen when the one was in mofte miferable 
bondage: firft in Egypt,and after in Babylon: and whé the 
other was in greateft feliciti¢ to mannes apperance? yet 
before God, was that fentence true: The elder fhall ferue 
the y onger. For he had further refpeét, then the prefente- 
{tate,as the Apoftle doeth declare, that all the faithfull Pa- 
triarkes had.lacob wold not hauc interchanged the com- 
fort, which he receaucd in his firft iourney, f 6 his fathers 
houfe, for all the worldlie ioy Efau pofleffed: for in feig 
that fcale or ladder , God fitting vpon the head of it , the 
foote of it touching the earthe , vpon the which did An- 
gelles afcéd and come downe:ad in hearing that moft ioy 
fulland comfortable voice : lamthe God of Abraham 
thy father & of Ifaake: the lid wherup6 thow flepeft I will 
giue tothe , and to thy fede &¢ . and loI am withthe and 
will kepe the whether fo euer thow gocft, ad will bring the 
againe into this land.In feing and hearing thefe thinges, 
I fay, did lacob ynderftand, that the benediction of God 
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‘extended further then to temporall thinges , yea that ra- 


was betwext God and man in that bletled fede 


ue I hated are not written in Genefis, neither yet are {fpo- 
_ ké of God vnto Rebecca none of vs denieth : but that w- 
' hich ye thereof inferre, to witt chatrherefor they are not 


_ or badd , procedeth either of your blind ignorace, orels of 


_ the Prophete, after the reduction of the — frome the 


confider whether he did vnfterftand the loue of God, and 


reedifie the remple, repaire the walies,ad beginne to mul 


_-and ynthankfull vnto God , the peop'e were flothfull: 
_and the prieftes , who fhould haue prouoked the peo -. 
_ ple tothe remembrance of thofe great bencfites were be - 
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ther itdid extend to that vnion & coniunétion , which 


then to the poflefsion, of the land of Canaan . for the one 
did neither Abraham , Ifaak , nor Iacob poffedle in their 
liues,neither yet their pofteritie many yeares after : but 
the ioy of the other, did all the ele& fele , and fee and did 
reioyce as Chrift Iefus doeth witnes , of our father 
Abraham. | 

: That thefe wordes Iacob hauc I loued, but Efau ha- 


to be referred to that fencence which Paul alledgeth, be- 
fore the childré were borne,and yer they did either good 


your malicious defpite, which agaift the tre grace of God, 
ye haue conceaued, for eftablifhing of your own iuttice. 
_ Trew it is, thefe wordes were fpoken by Malachie 


captiuitie of Babylon. But when we haue a litle contidered 


the fcope and — of the Prophete , then fhall we firft 


his hatered,to appertein to the two peoples onely,and not 
alfo'to the two original heades. And after we fhall fee whe 
ther the mynd and plaine wordes of Paul will fuffer and 
bear your interpretation or not. 

Shortly the people of [frael,I mean, the tri 
bes of luda, Beniamin, and Leui,were by the miraculous The place 
work of God, after the bondage of 70 . yeres fet at liber ofthe Pro 
tie and broght againe to Ierufalem , in which they did phete Ma 


tiplie,and fo to growto fom ftrégth wichin the citie, and 
land: they fall to their old nature , I meanto be vngrate 


come eucen like tothe reft. The Lord therefor did raife vp 
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his Prophete Malachic ( who was the laft before Chrift) 
fharply to rebuke and plainely to couict this horrible in. 
ratitude of Rat vnthankfull nation , who fo fhamefully 
Fad forgotten thofe fogreat benefits recently beftowed 
vpon them . And thus beginneth he his prophecie: I haue 
loued you ( faieth the Lord) in which wordes he {peaketh 


not ofa common loue which in preferuing and feding all 


¢reatures , is comm6 to the reprobate. but of that loue by 
the which he had fanétified and feperated them from the 
reft of nations to hauc his glorie manifefted . But becaus 
they (as all vngrate perfons do ) did not confider wherin 
this his loue rowardes them more then towardes others 
did ftand : he bringeth them to the fountein, demanding 
this queftion : was nor Efau brother to Iacob ( faieth the 
Lord) and neuertheles Iacob haue I loued and Efau I ha- 
uc hated , and this he proueth not onely by the diuerfiti¢ 
ofthe two coitreis , which were giué to their pofterities, 
but alfoby that that God cétinually fhewed hi felflouig 
to lacob and to his pofteritic, reducing them againe after 
long captiuitie , declaring him felf as it were ennemy to 
Edom, whofe defolation 4 wold neuer reftore, but wold 
diftroy , that which they fhoulde go about to build . Let 
how the godlie reader iudge 6 ts that the mynd of the 
Prophete was to feclude Iacob, in his perfon from the lo- 
ue of God, and Efau from his hatered:or that it was not ra 
ther to rebuke the vnthankfulnes ofthe people , whodid 
‘not confider that vndeferued loue , which God did fhew 
to their firft father, whiles he was yet in his mothers bofo- 
me. for where he faieth,was not Efau brother to Iacob,he 
wold put them in mynd that lacob had no prerogatiue a- 
boue Efau , yea that the was inferior to him as cocerning 
the law of nature , and therefor that he oght to haue bene 
fubiec& vnto him : but God of fre grace did preferre the 
yp ertotheelder , which loue and preferment he con- 
antly did kepe to his fede after him. 

This Iamaffured can no godlie man denice to be 

the verey meaning of the - Trew itis that he 


docth include both the peoples, the oncloued, and 
ther 
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ther hated . But what reafon is it that the heades fhall be 


fecluded? feing that the begining of the diuerfitie did firft 
appere in them , andthe plainely faieth: 
haue I loued,and Efau haue I hated . Now tothe mind of 
the Apoftle you fay that thefe wordes: afore the children 
were tang not to be referred to the fentence which fol — 
loweth:Iacob haue I loued, Efau haue! hated: and the cau 
fe ye add as we before haue declared . lanfwer that the 
moft iuft iudgementes of God are fearefull, and your 
blindnes oght to admonifhe all men to examin them fel- 
ues with what con{ciéce they go to intreate gods fecrete 
myfteries- Ifthat fentence,betore the children were born 
oght not to be referred to thefe wordes : Iacob haue I low 
ued,and Efau haue I hated,I pray you ta what wordes °5- 
ht they to be referred? Did the Apoftle {peak thé at all ad- 
uenture, without refpeét to any thing folowing truft ye 
will grant afmuch as God fpak,to witt that before the chil 
dren wer born God faid, The elder fhal ferue the yongcr. 
and then I pray you anfwer whether ye think, that the pre 
ferment of Iacob to Efau proceded frome loue or frome 
hatred?or ifthe fubie€&tio of Efau to his brother was nota 
declaration of gods hatred:If you denie, yet will the Pro- 
phete condemne you, as before we haue proued , ye can 
not efcaip with folution which a writer fre 
will giueth,which is this: That there mention is made o- 
nely of remporall and. carnal benedi€ti6 , ment vnder the 
name of loue, and of pouertie with barrennes of grounde 
vnderftand by the name of hatred,which folution is fo col 
de,that it perifheth in the felf. for I think no manto be fo 
blynd, bur that he feeth the mynd of the Apoftle to be bée 
vpon the fpirituall benediétion, as in his hole difputation 
is Cuident. But let it be that the corporall benediction (w- 
hich we veterly exclude not, be there vnderftad and mét, 
yer that neither helpeth him nor you . for where fo cuer 


| ee eftabl yfhed loue is,there is licf,where fo euer his e- 


abliflied hatred is,there is death: but vpon Iacob and v - 
pon his fede({piritual I mean) was eftablifhed the loue of 
God,as the Prophete affirmeth, and our Apoftk moft pro 
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foundely alledgeth:and vpon Efau, and vpon his pofteri- 
tie was eftablifhed and confirmed the hatred : Ergo vpon 
him and them remained death. Céfider now how thar the 
Apoitle after thefe wordes: The elder fhall ferue the yon- 
ger,ioyneth this {entéce: as it is written, Iacob haue 1 lo- 
ued, but Efaul haue hated . In which wordes the holie 
Goft agrecth together the wordes of the Prophete, and 
the wordes of God {pokento Rebecca, and maketh the 
onc to interprete the other . for where God faieth, the ¢l- 
_ der fhall ferue,that expddeth the Prophetre, God hated E- 
fau : and where he pronounccth dominion to the yonger, 
that the.Prophete ex planeth faig:lacob haue I loued. And 
when did God thus loue the one, and hate the other , pro- 
nouncing the one to be Lord and the other to be feruant? 
While they were yet (faieth he) in their mothers wombe, 
and before they had either done good or bad. Denice nowif 
ye can,that the former wordes oght not to be referred to 
the fubfequentes . your malicious myndes compelf me 
often to repete one thing. 
Your reafoning of the preterit and future tence, is 
fo foolifhe that it a Bie no confutation. For we confefle 
that God fpake not thofe wordes to Rebecca, but that the 
Prophete,as is declared, fpake them after: by the which he 
fendeth them to the ancient loue of God. which begabe- 
fore that ever their father could know or ferue God. In 
which is to be noted, that he maketh neither m2tid of A- 
métion of “taham nor of Ifaak, but of Iacob,and of lacob in his mo 
Abraham thers wombe, to pull dounc this pryde, which ye with the 
. Pelagians and Papiftes haue conceaued of your workes 
going before , and forefene by God to folow in you . But 
the Prophete of God did {fo daiiton the ftowt heartes© 
". that his people ( were they in other thinges neuer fo wit: 
cob beine K¢d)that they did not alledge,that any caufe was eitheri0 
in his moe. their father,or in them, why that they, or he fhould be prt 
thers wo. to other nations, and {pecially to the Edomites, 
mbe. ho difcended from F fau in all thinges like to Iacob, gods 
onely grace excepted. 


praife God that fo far yewill confes of gods yes 
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i loued their fathers - But why fo fodanly ye we ten frome 
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rence betwext them, whom nature in all had ma- onelie,ma 


f 
' as greate caufe of reprobation was found in Efau befo- 


OF GODS 139 


na!l trueth , that it was not for their righteoufnes, that If- 
racl receaued the inheritance, but onely becaus God fre- 


¢ principall purpofe, leauing Efau and his pofteritie, ad 
do enter to fpeak,why ¥ Cananites were caft furth,| fe no 
juft caufe. for neither doecth Mofes,inthefirft oracleof 
God, neither the Prophete Malachie, inexplaningthefa- 
me,neither yet our Apoftle in applying boeth thofe pla- 
ces to the fpirituall benedi€tion, lay the fede of lacob a- 
gainft the Cananires, but Jacob is fet againft Efau,and the | 
people difcending frome the one, againit the people that 
difcended from the other. The queftion there might iuft- 
ly haue bene demanded : what prerogatiue hath lacob a- : 
boue Efau ? Moifes the Prophete and the Apoftle doanf- Tp, gra- 
wer,afluredly none,except oncly grace,which made dif- cy of God 


deequall. for bothe were come of Abraham, bothe of one de the dif 
facher, both of one mother, both conceaued at once, both firence 
foftered vnder one climate , region influerice of fterres, }.,spext 
and yer itwas faid. The elder fhall feruethe yonger. Jucoh and 
We know that the Cananites came of a curfed fa- Ffan. 
ther, whom Paule fhould haue compared with the Ifrae- 
hires , they fhould haue complained of iniurie done vnto 
them And his reafons had bene eafely diffolued.for if he 
had faid, ¥ cletid of God is fre, 4d hath refpe& to no wor 
kes, and had broght in the fede of Abraham eleéted , and 
the fede of Cham reieéted and accurfed , for proba -. 
tion of the fame, they fodanly fhould and iuftly mi- 
eht haue replied , Cham mocked his father , and therefor 
was he and his pofteritie accurfed , and fo had God ref- 
pect to workes : But the Apoftle loketh more circumfpe- 
€tly to fo graue a mater , and therefor did choofe fuchan 
example,as wherin,the witt nor reafon of man can find no 
caufe of inequalitic. Of this I thoght goodto put you and 
the readers in mind left perchance ye fhould imagin,thar 


rehe was born,as Mofes laieth tothe charge of the Cana- 
nites. And fo I perceaue in apart ye do. forinthe end 
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and after ye haue affirmed that the cananites were caft 
owt of the land by reafon of their wickednes, ye returnto 
Efau( repenting your felues I truft that fo imprudentlie 
yc had flipped fr6 one linage to an other).And thefe wor. 
des ye afhrme, That is hated, it commeth of his own 
cuill deferuing conforme to the faying of the Lord : Thy 
deftru€tion (8 Ifraell) is of thy felf , and thy health co- 
meth of me. | 

In which affirmation , and pretenfed probation of the 
fame I fynd no les negligence in you , then before I haue 
fhewé id proué:for as moft iacidedy before ye cofoun- 
ded ¥ fede of Abraham, who by gods own mowth was blef 
fed, with the fede of Cham, oe in exprefled wordes was 
accurfed:fo here ye confound Ifrael elected of God tobe 
his peoplein Iacob , with Edom reieéted from that ho- 

‘Morin their father Efau,, before that either the one did 

The pla. 8004 or the other did euill . The wordes of the Prophete 
9. Which ye bring to proue,that Efau was hated for his euill 
deferuing, were neither fpoken to him nor to his pofteri- 

na- “i » but they were fpoken to that people whom God had 
baptijtes preferred to all nations ofthe earthe,to whom he had fhe- 
wreited Wen his manifold graces,and towhom he had bene falua- 
isreftored 100 and help, cuen in their moft defperate calamitic. But 
tothena. then fore their defe€tion from him and for their Idola- 
tural mea “i¢ Committed , were become moft afflited and mifera- 
ble, dailie téding to further deftructid. To thefe I fay, ad 

| not to Efau nor yet to his pofteritic did God fay: 6 Ifraell 

_ thow haft deftroied thy felf, or 6 Ifraell it hath deftroyed 
the, for fo is the hebrew text, for in me is thy health.Inw 
wordes he reprefled the grudgeing ad ¥ murmurig of the 
people, who in their miferie did rather accufe God of cru- 

eltie thé repét or acknowledge their finnes , and Idolatrie 
to be the caufe of their ruyne:as in Ezechiel well may be 
fene.to fuch God faieth, Ifrael thow artin mofte extreme 
miferie, thy honor is decayed , and the glorie of thy for- 
Mer aige is now turned to ignominic and fhame. What is 
the caufezit lieth not in me.for as 1 am eternal] and 
tavic 
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table,fois not my hand fhortned this day neither yer my 


power diminifhed , more then when I did deliuer the fro- — 


me the bondage of Egipt . In me is thy health now,as, it 
was then , yfthacthy finnes did not make feperation ber- 


wext the and me. Plaine it is firft that here no mention is 
made of Efau,nor Edom, but of Ifrael onely, and fecon-_ 


darely that God {peaketh nothig in this ‘popes: he did 
firft elect Iacob and reie&t Efau, but why it was that If- 
rael which fome tymes was honorable, ad feared of all na 
tions,was then becom moft miferable, and affli€ted on all 
fides. Except that you be able to proue that Efau commit 
ted as manifeft Idolatrie beforc he was borne , and before 


that Iacob was preferred vnto him , as Ifrael did before | 


they came to deftrution , ye haue proued nothig of your 
affirmation , further I fay that if Efauwas hated for his 
euill deferuing, then mutt it nedes follow that Iacob was 
loued for his well deferuing by the argument folowing 
of the nature of the contraries. 


But that dire&ly sige amy to the wordes of Moi- Quia con 
fes ,tothe interpretation of all the Prophetes and to the trariorwm 
mind and ftrong reafons of the Apoftle, who plainely de~ eadem eff 
nie workes by paft or to cum, to be any caufe of gods Fre ratio. 


election. Trew it is we be elected in Chrift Iefus to be ho 
lie,and towalk in good workes , which God hath prepa- 
red. But cuerie reafonable man knoweth, what difference 
there is betwext the caufe and the effect . Ele€tion(in w- 
hich I include the fre grace and fauor of God)is the foun 
taine frome which fpringeth faith, and faith is the mother 


‘ofall i workes . But what foolifhnes were it therefor 


toreafon : My workes are the caufe of my faith, and my 

faith isthe caufe ofmy cleion . Thus gently I put you 

in mynd with greater reueréce and circifpection tointer 

pret ad applie the facred word of God. Thus ye procede 
THE ADVERSARIE. 


The 


Their fourth argument , Hath not the potter power oner re 
the clay euen of lompe to make one veffel nto honor 
ad an other-ynto difhonor of this they inferre that God hath ordes Gar 7" 
wd and made fom to falwation and fom to deStruftion and dam -~ ction, 
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nation. But for the more perfect vnderStanding of this fo- 
rethow go further the xvitt 
thow/haltyperceaue this to be the meanig.As the Potter hath the 
clay in his hand, fo hath God all men in his power: and as the pot 
ter breaketh the veffell, wherin is fownd an incurable faulte , fa 
God deStroieth the man in whom there is found obStinate wicked 
nes which can not be amended. Ut ts net the meaning of this placé 
that God without any inSt caufe doeth make any man to deStru- 
Elion. for asthe Potter maketh no vefjel to breake, yet not with- 
Randing he may , but he will not lofe both his clay and his labor, 
but onely brea ae fuch as will not frame to be good, not withfla- 
ding he made them tobe good . As enerie good artificer wold lus 
were good, fo God created no man to lofe him, but onely lo- 
feth them which will not be good whom he created to be goed: as 
the Lord faieth,| planted the a noble vyne ad a good roote, whofe 
fede is all faithfull how art thow then turned into bitter, vnfrue 
tefull , and Strange grapes ? God wold all men were good , and 
‘that all menfhould be faned, forafmuch ashe is good htm felf,and 
all that he maketh is good, But as the Potter maketh of the fame 
clay, fom veffels to ferue at the table, fom inthe kitchen or in the 
priuey:fo God hath (om men to be in the bodie of ChriSt , as cies, 


eares, and hands, as Princes , Prophetes, Apoftles, (om to be as 
fete and other fecrete partes as laborers , and other of the inferiot 
forte, for whom he hath not beStowed fo many and fo excellent 
Lyftesiyet must thow vuderftand that it ts not all one thing to be 
_made to be broken, and to be made to mae sgt Enerie vef- 


fel which is eniil ts broken, whether it be made to honeSt or difho 
vfes, yea thogh it were made of gold- And as it appereth plas 
nely in leremie where the Lord faieth fo ,thogh Comas the fon of 
Ioacim king of Iuda were the fignet of my right hand , yet will 
I pluk him of. ad therafter this ma Conias fhalbe lyke an image 
robbed and torne in peces: hath a ma any thig appointed for a mo 
rehoneft vfe, the his fignet? yet feeft thow that if it becom noght, 
it(hall be broken diftroied. A gzaine enerie good veffell whe- 
ther it be made to honeSt or difhoneSt it is and not bro- 
ken. Afke the Potter andhe {hall anfwer the, that he will be 
lothe to break any veffell ,butifany chance to be naught,he 
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weth his power in breaking of it. Alix the hufbond man, andhe 
fhall anfwere the that he planted no frute tre to be barren, bar 


ifit chance to be barren,he cutteth it doune , and plateth an other 
in fede of it. Alls the MagtStrate, ad he {hall an{wer the, that it 
is not his will to kill any of his fabiectes , for he wold that they 
were all good, but if any becom a theif and murtherer he 


not the death of the finner , but rather that he conuerte and line,I 
will not that.any man be enill, and therefor 1 forbyd all euil, but 
if any man contrarie to my commandement and will, of his own 
fre chofe and mynd refufe the good which heamight hane accep- 
ted, and doeth the eusll which he might hane left vndone, then do 


143 


bis power eué oner him in killing him, Ewen fo faieth God,I will 


OP 


my power oner him,in that | cast him awaylike the fhar 


s of anaughtie Rott which ferneth to no good vfe. 
ANS WER. | | 

Why for the more perfect vnderftanding of Paules 
mynd, any man fhould rather read the wordes of Iere- 
mie writré inthe xviii. chapter of his prophecie then the 
wordes written in xlyiii. chapter of the Prophete Iaiah, I 
fe no iuft caufe.for plaine itis that the Prophete leremie 
in that place hath no re{pe& to gods eternall Election. he 


dif ee not why God hath appointed in his eternal] cou 


fell fom to lief,and fome to death, but reteineth him felf 
within the limites and boundes of the mater, which thé he 
intreated. Whichwas to affure the Iewes that God wold e- 
ic& them from that fame land , which to Abraham he had 


- promifed and had giuento his pofteritie, and yet wold he 


preferue thé to be a people fuch as he thoght good . This 
doctrin was itrange , and to many incredible. for it appe- 


_ reth torepugne to gods promes, who had pronoticed that 


to Abraha, ad his fede he wold giue J lad tor euer. Much 
trooble ad c6tradi€tion(as may be fene)did y Prophet fuf 
fer for the teaching and affirming this former do¢trine. 
‘And therefor it pleafed the mercie and wifdom of God by 
dyuers meanes to ftrengthen and confirme him in the fa - 
me-Amégeft W this was one,y cOmanding hi to go dow- 


—neto apotters houfe,he promifed to fpeak whim there. 


That js , to giue vnto hi further knowledge and reuclatié 
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_ ofhiswill, who when he cam, found the porter as is writt 
amaking a clay port vpon his rote and turning whele. w. 
hich Pot in his prefence did break, but the Potter imme. | 
diatly gathering vp the Pot fherdes, did fafhion and for 
me it a new,and made ita nother veflell,euen as beft plea 
fed him: And thé came the worde of ¥ Lord vpé ¥ Prophe 
te faing may I not do vnto you 6 houfe of Ifrael, euenas 
4 this Potter doeth . Behold ye are in my hand , 6 houfe of 
A | Ifracl ‘euen‘as the clay ‘is in the hand of the Potter. By 
a | which fact fene, and wordes after heard , was the Prophet 
rit more confirmed in that , which before he had raught. To 
witt , thar God for iuft caufes wold deftroy id break dow- 
_ ne the eftate and policie of that common welthe , and 
yet neuerthcles wold repair and build it vp againe to fuch 
an eftate , as beft pleafed his wifdome , as the fequele did 
declare, for that great multitude corrupt with fin he hrak 
downe difperfing and {cattering them amongeft diuerfe 
nations,and yer after he did colle&,& gather them ei 
ther,and fo made them a people of whome, the head of all 
Toproue iuftice,Chri:t lefus did fpring. 
this may But what hath this todo with the eternall election 
be addy Of God by thewhich he hath elected fom to lief cuerla- 
ced the31. tig. whom our Apofile calleth veflels of mercie, and hath 
left others in theirown corruption and perpetuall con- 
leremic, demnation . And fo I fay becaufe that leremie intreateth 
. one thing, that is a temporall punifhment and che mutati6 
which fhortly fhould folowe in Ierufalem, id the Apoftle 
intreath an other as before is faid , rhe one can be noex- 
pofition to the other.but rather the Apoftle hath refped, 
or at leaft alludeth to the faing of Ifaiah , which thus {pea 
keth: Woto be to him that itriueth with his maker, the 
*4§ veflel of clay with the Potter of clay , Shall the clay fay © 
his potter: what makeft thow : In which wordes (as be- 
fore we hauc more largely fpoken) the Prophete ,and the 
gaa folowing his phrafe, reprefleth the pryde of mat, 
compared to God is much more inferior to his 
maieftie , thé claycompared tothe Potter . For God 


Created and made man when he was not , which thing the 
‘Porat 
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tic of pottes . and there 


prehenfible to man. 


ouer man , then hath the potter ouer clay. This I doubt 
notto be the mynd of the holie Goft,in bothe the places. 
In which fimilirude , is further to be confidered , that as 
the Porter doeth no iniuricto the clay , what forme foe- 


doeth not change ) fo doeth not God wrong to the verey 
reprobate , whoin he prepareth to be veflels of wrath. for 
that are they of nature. Where that ye fay, thar it is not 
the meaning of this place,that God without all iuft caufes 
doeth make anie man to deftrution : none of vs doeth 


GODS PREDEST. 
Potter did not to the clay ,of which he maketh the diverfi- 
Se of right hath God more power 


uer he giueth it( for the mater and fubftance of it, he God doett 
Y wrong to 
none of his 
créatures, 


ow fo 


| 


hold the contrarie for we affirme that fesofrepro 


bation are moft iuft, but yet we fay, th 
That ye giue to God no greater power nor none other 
will,then to your good envilhcee , confider with your felf, 
how yndifcretely ye matche his eternal God heade(whofe 
power is infinite, and whofe determined will, no creature 
can refift) with creatures that be bur impotent, vnwife,id 


_ ofté diflapointed of their purpofe and will. Trew it is that 


no artificer, willingly ,wold lofe his clay ad labore, but is 
compelled to break thofe that be faultie . But this proce- 
deth partly frome his ignorace , who did not before know 
and fe the faule which was in the mater , and partly ofhis 


- impotencie,who can not , at his will orherwies , remedie 


the faultie veffell, but onely by breaking the fame. But da 


re ye, or will ye impute vpon God thofe imperfe€tions? fo 
ye feme to do, for this ye write:So God created nomanto 4 


lofe him , but onely lofeth them, that wold not be good, 
whom he created to be good , as the lord faieth : 1 planted 


thea noble vyne. | 


-- The cheifend of mannes creation , we haue before Anfwer. — 
declared to be the glorie of God , which if you can not fe 


fhyne in the iuft condemnation of the reprobate , accufe 
your blidnes. That God created the reprobate,to the day 
of deftru€tion, Salomon affirmeth,as often before is faid. 
But that he was created ,to be good, that will not the wors 
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us AGAINST THE ADVERS, 


des of the Prophete,w ye adduce proue. for in ¥ place, the 


place of le reis no métid made of creatid but of placatis, w is a thig 
remy ex~ tar differét frome creatié . The fubftance W was before:s 


plained 


What S. 


lated, y by manuring,ad trauale of the plater , it may be 
tter, but creatid importeth the being of the fubftace,w 
before was not.And fothe Prophete in this place,w yeal: 
ledge to proue that God created all men to be good, mea- 
neth no fuich thig,but onely rebuketh the [fraelites, who 
l6g after their creatio were plated by the had of Godad 
were cotinualy watered by his Prophetes,ad yet did they 
brig furth no better frute. How that God wold all mé were 
sc alfo that al mé fhould be faued,we fhal Godwil- 
ig after {peak . How that God remaining good for euer, 
ma his creature fel frome his original goodnes,I haue be- 
fore {poké, ad therefor will not now trooble the readerw 
the repetiti6 of the fame. In the differéce w ye make'bet 
wext the vellels w y potter maketh, fome to ferue y table 
and fome y kitchig, or priuie,of w hebreaketh none, but 
fuch as be faultie,ye vtterly diflagre fro the mid 4d pla 
ne wordes of the,holie Goft.for §.Paul calleth not the vel 
felles of honor, prices,or prophetes,and Apoftles,and the 
veflels of difhonour , the laborers id inferior fort of mé, 
bur the one he calleth ¥ veflels of mercic, ad the otherhe 
calleth ¥ veffels of wrath. The one he feareth not to aft 


Paul mea me to be prepared ad ordeined to deftrudtis, y the feuere 


neth by 


vefJels of 


onor a 


difhoner. 


iudgemét of God agaift {inne may appere in thé:the other 
to be prepared to sloried theriches of his mercie may bt 
praifed for euer. This plaine fimplicitie will not the Apo- 
ftle recat, neither yet thereof, God afsifting vs) wil we be 
afhamed, how fo cuer ye raige ad blafpheme the veritie. 
And this I fay that your differéce betwext honeft ad vaho f 
neft veflels,id betwext thofe that fhalbe broké, ad not be 
broken, is altogether befides the purpofe of the Apottie. 
And fo of Conyas fon of foaci ye ci proue no more buty 
God wold depriuc hi frome his kingdome,id frome y fea! 
of Dauid,in W vnworthelie he did reigne. If he was the rt 
probate, thé althogh he was kig, yct was he the veffell of 
difhonor for thefe wordes,althogh he were ¥ fignet in my 
right had, are not {poké to declare y in verey dede he was 
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the fignet in the had of God, but are fpoké agaift the foo- _ 
lifli prefiiptid ot hi, ad of the Iewes, w liuig moft wicked 
ly ,did yet neuertheles brag, ad boaft that God could not 
leauc the feat of Dauid voide: but y one of his fede muft 
for cuer fiton ic. And this is euidét, ifthe text be wel mar 
ked.forwhere he faieth althogh he were the fignet, he fuf 
ficiétly declareth,y fo he was not, ad fol fay y thofe wor 
des prouc nothig ot yd . for firft muft ye proue y 
becaufe he was a king, therefor he was a veflell of honor, 
in (uch fefe,as $. Paul fpeaketh. And fecédarely,yemuft 
proue y hewas clected to the liefeuerlafting becaufe it is 
‘faid, that albeit he were a fignet,in y right had of God, yet 
fhould he be plucked of: w by plaine fcriptures todo, will 
be more then hard for you , how fo euer that ye se that 
ye will proue all your purpofe by f{criptures- _ here 
ye fed vs to afk of potter,of ¥ hufbad ma, ad Magi- 
ftratc,ifany of the wold willigly break his veflell, plate a 
tre to be barren, or kil any of his fubieéts, we fend you, 
as befor to afl coaifel at the plaine feriptures whether yin 
God there is not a greater knowledge,greater power,ad a 
juftice more perfect althogh it be incd prehéfible to 6 dul 
(éfes,thé their isin potter, hufb6d mi,or Magiftrate. 
How that God wil not the death of the finner, but rather 
that he may conuerte and liue,we fhall fhortlic God wili 
after {peak . And therefor omitting thatwhich indigeftly 
you heape togither,1 procede to that which 
THE ADVERSA BIE. The 
Where ye replic w that it lieth not in manes will or ronning, wi: 
butin the mercte of anfwer,by the fame [entéce ¥ we may fettion. 
both will rine, which cotrarie to your hole purpofe ad doélri- 2. 
ne,ad yet fateth the A poftle our faluatié depedeth of the mercie of 
God, for it 1s his fre gifi-The Getiles W for their, wickednes wer 
reieét of God, tn -vaine fi hould they either wil or ronne wout Ged 
exteded his mercie towardes thé,as he doeth now prefetiy, Lyke 
asow the other fide the Lewes which for their finnes be now ab- 
techn -vaine fhould they either wil or rine without it pleafeil God 
so extend bis mercie oner thé, as he {hal do after that the fulnes of eer 
the Getiles become in,as witneffeih Paul. for there we muf? vnder 
fad that whé it pleafed God to offer vs his mercie yet without we 
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2 both will andronne, we [hall not obtein the reward ,not withStan 

ding neither for our willing or ronning are we worthie to recea- 

we faluation . for it is the fre gift of God, which he giweth tovs o- 

3 neély for his own mercies faik .God offered faluation to lerufalem 

not for the deferuing .but of his mercie, yet obteined they not fal- 

nation, becaule they wold neither will nor ronne.As Christ 

eth , often wold1 haue gathered thy children , asthehen 

4 doeth her chekens , and thow wolde$ not , fothe feribes and the 

Pharifeis made the cownfelt of God towardes them of wone effect, 

7 for they difpifed it . Gods will was to faue them, but they wold 

“neither will nor renne,but kepe Still their old paffe-[o they perif- 

hed . Wherefor vnto owr faluation is required chiefly the mercie 

new yon of God,, as the onely fufficient and the efficient caufe thereof, w- 
we and his ennemies , be reconciled am 

fefuon. receaned ynto the felofhip of the faintes. Secondly is required that 

: we both will and ronne not as the caufe , but rather as the effect 

and frute of our reconciliation , declaring our felues to be thank- 

full for the benefits which we hane frely without owr merits re- 

ceaued , otherwies the kingdom fhalbe taken from vs againe, 

and geuen to fuch as [hall boih will avd ronne , bringing furth 

the fruts thereof. | | 


ANSWER. 

Your ancient father Pelagius,coniured ennemic to 
the fre grace of God, did bragge and boatft,as you do, that 
in man there was awill, and a ronning. But the probation 
of bothe is one, that is to fay , your affirmation mutt 
fuffice for au€toritie: You boldly write, that of thofe wor 
des of the Apoftle, neither it is of him that willeth neither 
yet of him that ronneth, bur of God hauing mercie , it 18 
plaine that we bothe will and ronne . But how is this pro- 
ued? your long difcourfe (in which it femeth that ye haue 
forgotten your felf) proueth no part of your purpofe . for 
the queftion is not, what cither the Iew, or ¥ gétill docth(! 
mea after they haue receaued the grace of God . For thé 
we confeffe that they haue (yet not of thé felues) a will ad 
ftudie to walk in weltines ant the queftion is whether 
this wil Ad ftudie which now by grace,they haue receaued 
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was anie caufe of their election: the contrarie whereof we 
haue before proued. We do not imagine the faithfull mé 
bres of Chrittes bodieto be ftockes or ftones infenfible 


without will or ftudie of godlines but we aftirme thatit 


is God that worketh in vs the good will , and the good 
thoght. for of our felues we are not fufficient tothink o- 
ne good thoght. We further affirme, thatexcept with all 


humilitie,the fre grace oftered with thankes giuing be re — 


ceaued, that they ferue nothing the faluation of the 
temners . But therewith we adde,that it is God onely ,who 
taketh away the ftonie and ftubborne heart, and giueth to 
vsafiefhie ia . Inwhich he by the power of his holie 


— Spirit writeth his law , maketh vs to walkin his wayes, 


draweth vstohis Sonne Chriftlefus , giueth vs into his 
protection . I meanas faith affureth vs in our confcience 
ad fo we acknowledge God alone by Chrift Iefus his fon- 
ne to be the beginning ,the middes, and the end of our fan 
Qification, godlie liefand faluation. I for my part do yet 
againe praife God thar his veritie is of that ftrength, that 


fomtymes it will compell the verie ennemies,to bearte- | 


ftimonie toit. And I pray God to retein you in that 
mynd,that vnfeanedly, you may beleue ad cOfes,that w- 
hat vertues or good motions that euer be in you , be the 
onely effects or fruites as ye call them of your reconcilia 
tion , and neither caufe of your election , nor yet of your 
luftification. 


That Ierufalem and the fcribes refufed grace , and © 
_ therefor iuftly were condemned , we confent with you. 


bur that euer itwas the erernall coafell id will of God to 


-giue them life cuerlafting, that we conftantly deny . Our 
Hedged, and after will haue occa- 


fion to repete fom againe.And therefor we procede.Thus 


reafons we haue before a 


ye write. 


THE ADVERSARIE. 

Here with creat vehemencie ye alledge thefe wordes of 
Paule, who hath ben able to refist his wal ,of which faying ye mn- 
ferre that God without any caufe knowen to vs hath reprobated , 
and damned many against which wil, noman can refist. The- 
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fe wordes did Paule write becaufe he did forefee , that of his for 
mer fainges fom deuelifh difpofed perfons wold take occafionto 
burden God with » as ye do, making him the 
thor of euill : for ye fay that God hath a fecrete will whereby he’ 
willeth the mo$t parte of the world to be condemned, which twill, 
becaufe it can not be refifted stherefor of mere necefsitie by the im- 
mutable decre of God , fo many do perifh . further ye this affir- 
ming God to be the caufe of damnation onely , becaufe it fo hath 
pleajed him, ye caufe many other to burft owt and [ay : Sithe his 
will and pleafure no man ts able to refiSt: let him lay tt onhim 
Self. and not tows , if any finne be committed, and furcly for my 
parte were it not | abborre your horrible dodtrine , wherwith ye 
cruelly affirme gods ordinace to be the caufe of damnation.1 wold 


not medle further inthis mater,but with reueréce behold the wor 


kes of God-for.a{much as! fe thankes be to God no work of God, 
wheri his mercie doeth not clerely fhyne. But if your faying were 
true then were his workes full of crueltie, miferie,damnation and 
deStruélion, Now as touching this faying who is able to refist his 
will, we muftlearne what ts gods will , [f you atk the Lord ha 
will anfwer you, it 1s not my will that any man finne, neither ts 
at my will that the finner die, but rather that he amend and line, 
but ifhe will not amend but continew in finne,him wil | punifhe, 
and him may I alfo punifhe hauing. power aboue all men , as the 
potter ouer the clay. Wherefor when any man fu freth infily for 
his trefpaffe , he oght not to aceufe God and fay who can refistlis 
will.as God wold. abfolutely the deStruction of bis'creatures,as ye 
teach . God will all men to repent and amend, and alfo that they 
who will not repent and amend, be nifhed. this his willis inst 
and full of mercie . again$t which will is ne man able to refit. 
for either muSt they repent and amend orels they muSt luffer. As - 
the potter wold gladly make of his clay a good veffell , but 
will not frame hebreaketh it and caSteth it away , and asthe 
King wold all his fubies to be obedient vnto his Lawes : yet the 
waworthief flaue in his dominion hath power to break the 
ves lawes-N oth withstanding whe he fr wfereth for hes offence the 
kinges will is fulfilled, euéfo thogh God both wille bh and céman 
deth vs to obferme his law ; yet hane we power +o offend again't | 
the former parte of his will , otherwies we fhould all ohferne the’ 


will 
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when for our difobedience, we be puni{hed,the will of God is ful- 
filled which wall rs both good and tust, and therefor oght no man 
to accufe tt ad fay who 1s able to refist his wil more thé clay, 


when it framed not to be a good veffell , doeth accuse the potter 


of breaking ANSWER. 

be notable to proue,thatinany vechemencie we 
alledge thofe wordes of the Apoftle in other fentence,the 
he wrote the, for all praife ad glorie be vnto Gad the mer 
citull giuer, we haue not fo litle profited in the fehoole of 


Chrift lefus , that we wold wrett the wordes of the holie | 


Gott to a cétrarie fenfe. We are notignorant that the Apo 
ttle pronoticcth thefe wordes in the perfon of carnall mé, 
who hearing that God hath mercie vpon thofe that he wil, 
and that alfohe maketh hard hearted fuch as he will, do 
ftorm and furioufly crye, wherefor thé docth he c6plein, 
who is able to refift his wil- Thefe wordes I fay do we not 
vrge to prouc our doctrine.for where we affirme,that the 
onely will of God, is the perfect reule ofall chiges, which 

be done, ad are to be donc in heaué and in earth, we build 


our doctrine v cuidétteftimonies of the {criprures,ad 
-ypon the cheif principalles of our religié and faith. Dauid 


and Iaiah do both aggre, that our God who dwelleth in hea 
uen doeth what fo ever he will in heaué and in earthe,that 
he formeth light and doeth , that is, giueth 
afvel profperitie as aduerfitie. Daniel affirmeth thatthe fu 


preme God diftribureth kingdomesas beit femeth to his 
wildom,and Salomon doeth witnes that againft the Lord 


there is no counfell can preuale. The neceflarie principal 


les of 6 faith do reach vs,that as in God there falleth noi- 


gnorance,fo in him there is no umpotencie. He doeth not 
as it were in fufpéfe id doubt, behold the euét ad chice of 
thiges,ronning after tofeke remedic: bur that in wifdom 
hath he difpofed all thiges: willing nothing which he may 


not,and doeth not bring to pafle in time, according to his 


crernall purpofe : and working , which is not 
moft iutt , howbeit the caufes thereof be hidde frome vs. 


Of thefe and many mo feriptures and neceflarie princi- 
K 


will of God, and be fumed fof hould there be no reprobate. But | 
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palles of our faith do we grounde our do€trinc,and not y- 
pon that one place , {fpoken in the rebuke of the ftubborn 
and rebellious difputers with God . ye burden vs thatwe 
accufe and make God to be the author of euill, ad the cau 
fe of damnation - That we caufe many breft owtand fay, 
- fince his will and pleafureno man is able to refift, let him 
lay iton him felf ad not to vs,if any finne be committed. 
And laft ye affirme chat if our fainges be true, thar then a- 
re gods works full of crueltie, miferie,damnati6,and de- 
ftructis ,and fo of two thinges, ye accufe vs,and the thir- 
de ye aflirme incuitably to folow of our doctrine if it be 
true. 


Here after Iwill not greatlie labor to confute thy 
argumétes which is athing moft eafie ewen to any godli¢ 
man, how beit he had neuer fene arte nor ftudied the{ame. 
But feing that thow and thy moft peftilét fect, be not con 
tent malicioufly to fclander thofe that in fucha cafe be 
moft innocét, bur that alfo wit h moft impudent mowthes 
ye vomite furth your horrible blafphemies againit gods 
maic{tie , I will moft earneftlieand moft vnfeanedlie re- 
quire of all reulers, Princes, Magiftrares, and gouernors 
who in the fear of God do idle done their fubiects , that 
as they will anfwer inthe prefence of the Lord [efus , for 
the adminiftration of iuftice committed to their charge, 
that indifterently they iudge betwext you and vs. To witt 
that if we can cuidently be c6uicted, of thof crymes w- 
hich ye moft malicioufly , and moft vniuftly ty to our 

_ charge,that then iudgement without mercie be executed 
againit vs. But and ifye failin your probation, and alfo if 
ye can not proue crueltie to be in gods workes, fuppoling 
that our do&rin remaine(as that it is) trew 4d ftable,that 
then fuch order may be také, for reprefsivg of your ven 
nemous tongucs , that neither ye be permitted thus open 
ly to b'afpheme gods Maieftie , neither thus malicioufly 
to {clander innocentes,and to offend ¥ eares of all godlie 
hearers.And to the end chat mé fhall not think, that being 

_ atthis time accufed, we beginne to denife new defenfes or 

¢excufes of our f{elues , I will faithfully and fimply re 
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furth of the workes (as fom what I haue done before ) of 
that fingulare inftrument of Chrift Iefus in the glorie of 
his Gotpell,lohn Caluin fuch fentences as fhall make plai 
ne to all men , what our opinion is of God , of the fall of 
man, of the w6derous of our redemption,and of the 


moit iuft reiection and damnation of the reprobat. ae 


Thus faicth he , dependeth the perdition of the re- 


probate, vp6 the predeftination of God, that the caufe and 
the mater is altogither found in them, the firft man fell, De 


becaufe the erernall iudged it expediene, why he iudged 
it,we know not, yet certé it is that he fo iudged it not, but 
thathe faw the glory of his name thereby ,to be illuitrate. 
when that thow doeft heare the mention of gods gloric, 
there alto remembre thow iutftice to be : for of necefsitie 


it is, thatiuft muft y be , which deferueth praife.Ma the- 


rcfor falleth( gods prouidence fo ordeining )but yerhe fal 
leth by his own fault . for God of fhort time before had 
pronouced thatall, which he had made were verey good. 
trome whéce thé came fuch wickednes toma, y he fo tra 
‘eroufly declyned fré his God? Left that it mighthaue be 
ne,through that,that it proceded frome the creation,God 
approued by his own commendation, what fo euer he had 
made. Therefor did man corrupt by his own malice, that 
pure and clean nature, which from God he had receaued. 
id by his fall he drew his hole pofteritie to perditiO. The- 
refor ler vs rather behold the euident caufe of damnatid 
in the corrupt nature of mankind:then that we fhall pre- 
tend to fearche it being hid and vrterly incomprehétible 
in the predeftination of God . neither yet let vs be afha- 
ined, fo far to fubieét the capaciric of our vnderftanding 
tothe incomprehenfible wifdom of God, that in manic 
ot his myfteries we acknowledge and confefle our felues 
to be ignorant. for learned and bleffed is the ignorante 
ofthofe thinges, which to vnderftad and know is neither 
lavfull neither yet pofsible in this life . The apperance 
of knowledge in fuch thiges, is a kynd of madnes. Thefe 
be the wordes ofthis moft godlie writer. frome whofe 
ludgement none of ys doeth diffent in this mater. For fro 
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him we mutt confefle , except that we wold in concealing 
the trueth declare our felues to be vnthankfull , that we 
all haue receaued comfort , light and crudition,as from 


gods good inftrument . who yet thus further procedeth 
‘There be thre thinges({aeth he)in this mater to be confi- 
dered, firft that the eternall predeftination of God by the 
which he had decreed what fhould becom of all makynd, 
(yea and of euerie man ) euen befor that Adam fell , was 
fure and appointed : Secondly, that Adame for his defee- 
tion was iuftly adiudged to death , and laft that in the 
perfonne of him that then was loft , was damned his hole 
pofteriric. ad yer neuertheles God did frely choofe of the 
fame fuch as vpon whom it pleafed him to beftow the ho- 
nor of rey a and yet after in the fame place he faieth 
when we {peak of predeftination , I haue conftantly 
taught and this day do teach , that frome thence we oght 
to begin, that iuftly areall reprobat left in death, who were 
| dead and damned in Adame, that iuftly they perifhe who 
by nature are the fonnes of wrath . tak reed 2 that no- 
ne hath caufe ro complein of gods rigorous feucriti¢, 
{eing that all do bear the caufe of damnation within them 
{elues.for if we fhall com to the firft man we fha'l find 
that willingly he fell,and fo by his one faule,he ee 
perdition to all his pofteritie. And albeit that Adam fell 
not, but that God both knew and ordeined thefame , yet 
ferueth that nothing,nether to extenuatand excule his 
crime, nether yet to wrap God in focietie of the fame: for 
alwaes muft we looke to this, that he fpoiled him felf 
ofthe righteoufnes which he receaued from God, that wil’ 
Jingly he made him felfe feruant to finne and to fathan, 
that without compulfion he caft him felf headlong in to 
deftruction and death . yet refteth one excufe , 10 witt 
that he could nor auoid nor flie that which was decreed 
by God : but his voluntarie tranfgrefsion is fufficicnt 
his condemnation, nether yeris the fecrete counfelle of 
God the proper and natural! caufe of finne , bur the fre 


and plaine will of man.And there for {cing that ae 


rig 
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deth in him felf the caufe of his miferie , what fhall it pro 
fitc him to fekeit inthe heauen. And after albeit that 
men by long compatsing abour,purpofe to delude them 
felues , ver can they neuer make them felues fo bru- 
tifhe and dull but thev fhall fele the fenfe of finne gra- 
uen im their heartes . Therefor In vamme i$ it, chat vugod - 
lines goeth about ro abfolue man , whom hisown ¢on- 
ference damneth . In fo far as Gud willing and knowin 
ermitted man ro iall, the caufe may be fecrece andh 
vmuft itcan not be. And yet he further writeth 
faieth he is to be holden withour all controuerfie,thac 
was eucr haretuli to God,ior moft rightely doth chas 
commendation , wherewith of Dauid he is commended 
aggre to nim: that he 1s a God that wold not iniquitie,but 
rather in ord deining the tall of mi, his éd and purpole was 


good and off right,trome the winch the name of finve 
aDhorreth . howbeit I fav that fohe hath ordemed the poje of 


man thatl vrreriv denit him cobe the author offin 


AC nor waic! jie rs God wold Dut tha: which tie 


| felf Incanine the creature .wold: wet not sheies bs tue 


lame OT in¢e creat ut that was done, 


were the damuat jon ot the whom he jultiy had 
Paine . TO Ua of thole 
| Whom merenully he had predeftimazes grace. it fotar 
4, to peric they did the thing God 
wo'd por: Dut -a to gous 
they Mien OF no haue for Cucth 


ne. Letthe indifferent reader iudge withequitie af 

fly we be accuied of thar bialphemnc, which fo openlic we 

2>horre but yetun the fame book he bupgen fu ate - 

ftimonie o Aug uwitine who thus writeth, Thele be the 

wo! kes ot God fareth Auguitane brog ht io pal- 
ein ali miswities and fowifein ht to pale that 7 
the nature of Angell and man had finned, that is,had do- oe , | 
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the tructh declare our felues to be vnthank full , that we 


all haue receaued comfort, light and cruditon,as from 
ods good inftrument . who yet thus further procedeth 


‘There be thre thinges(faeth he)in this mater to be confi- 
dered, firft that the eternall predeftination of God by the 
ld becom of all makynd, 
(yea and of euerie man ) even befor that Adam fell , was 


{ure and appointed : Secondly, that Adame for his defec- 


tion was iuftly adiudged to death , and laft thar in the 
perfonne of him that then was loft , was damned his hole 
potteritic. ad yer neuertheles God did frely choofe of the 
fame fuch as vpon whom it pleafed him to beftow the ho- 
nor of a and yet after in the fame place he faieth 
when we {peak of predeftination , I haue conftantly 
taught and this day do teach, that frome thence we oght 
to begin, that iuftly areall reprobat Icft in death, who were 
dead and damned in Adame, thariuftly they perifhe who 
by nature are the fonnes of wrath. And therefor that no- 
ne hath caufe to complein of gods rigorous feucritie, 
feing that all do bear the caufe of damnation within them 
{elues.for if we fhall com to the firft man we fha'l find 
that willingly he fell,and foby his one faule,he broght 
perdition toall his pofteritie. And albeit that Adam fell 
not, but that God both knew and ordeined thefame, yet 
ferueth that nothing ,nether to extenuatand excule his 
crime, nether yet to wrap God in focietie of the fame: for 
alwaes muft we looke to this, that he fpoiled him felf 


ofthe righteoufnes which he receaued from God, that wil’ 
_lingly he made him felfe feruant to finne and to fathan, 
that without compulfion he caft him felf headlong into 


deftruction and death . vet refteth one excufe , to wit 
that he could nor auoid hor flie that which was decreed 
by God : but his voluntarie tranfgrefsion is fufficicntto 
his condemnation, nether yetis the fecrete counfelle of 
God the proper and natural! caufe of finne , but the fre 
and plaine will of man.And there for feing that mer 


him we mutt confefle , except that we wold in concealing 
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deth in him felf the caufe ofhis miferie , what fhallit pro- 
fitc him to feke it inthe heauen. And after albeit that 
men by long compafsing to delude them 
felues, yet can they neucr make them felues fo bru- 
tifhe and dull but they fhall fele the fenfe of finne gras - 
uen in their heartes. Therefor in vaine is it,chat vngod - 
lines goeth about to abfolue man , whom his own con- 
fcience damneth. In fo far as Gud willing and 
ermitted man ro fall, the caufe may be feerete and hid, 
t vniuft itcan not be. And yet he further writeth , this 
faicth he is to be holden all controuerfie,that 
{inne was euer harefull to God, tor moft rightelydoththis 
commendation , wherewith of Dauid he1s commended ~~ 
aggre to him: chat he is a God that wold not iniquitie,but 
rather in ae the fall of mi, his éd and purpofe was 


The pur - 
abhorreth . howbeit I fay that fohe hath ordeined the of god 
fallof man thatI veterly denie him tobe the author of fin 
ne. Let the indifferent reader iudge with ifiu- fell. 

ftly we be accufed of that blafphemic, which fo openlie we. 

abhorre. bur yetin the fame book he bringeh furth ate-. 

ftimonie of Auguftine who thus writeth, who be od 

great workes of God ( faieth Auguftine ) broghttopaf- ‘+. 
fein all his willes,and fo wifely to pafle that whill 
the nature of Angell and manhad finned, that is,had do- | 
ne not that which he that is God wold , but that which the’ P- 
felf( meaning the creature ) wold: yet not theles by the 
lame will of the creature,by the which that was done.’ 
which the creator wold nor, did he fulfill rhat which he 
wold, he being infinirely good .vfing well thofe thiges that 
were euil,to the damnation of them, whom he iuitly had 
appointed to’ paine , and to the faluation of thofe 
whom mercifully he had predeftinate to grace. In fofar 
as to them perieined they did the thing which God 
wo'd nor: but as appertcining to gods omnipotencie 
they might by no meanes haue done that, for euen 
in that, that they did againft ‘the will of God, the will 
of Godwasdone in them, and therefor great are the 
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workes of the Lord (broght to paffe in all his willcs ) that 
by a w6derous and vnfpeakable maner, that thing fhould 
not be done without his will,that yet is don agaift his will. 
for it fhould not be done ifhe did not fufter it. And ofa 
tructh he fuffered it not vnwilingly, but willingly . And 
a litil before faint Auguftin faieth,it is not to be doubted, 
burthat God doeth well , permitting thofe thinges tobe 
_done which are euil.for he fuffered not this, but in his iuft 
judgement . Albeit therefor that thefe thinges which be 
— euill in fo far as they ar euill,are not good,yet neuertheles 
_4tis good, that not onely good thinges, but alfo that euill 
' thinges be . for if that this were not good that euill thin- 
oe Id be , by no meanes {hou if they be permited to 
by the omnipotét good, te whom no doubt, it isa like 
_€afie not to fuffer the thing which he will not to be, asto 
do that thing which he will: except we beleuc this, the be- 
ginning of our faith is indangered , by the whichwe pro- 
telle our felues to beleue in God the almightie &e. 
Andinthe end to anfwertothefe calumnies which 
ye haue taken furth of Pighius that papift , ohn Caluio 
concludeth, if ever I had faid that it came to paffe by the ! 
inftruction or motion of the fpirit of God , that the firt B 
man did alienat him felf frome God , and not that rather 
I haue inal places defended, that man was pricked there- 
to by inftigation of thedeuill and by: the motion of his 
own heart , thé meritably might Pighius and his coplices 
haue railed agaift me. But feing that I remouing fro God 
the ag caufe of the actid,do alfo remoue from himall 
crime, fo that man onely is fubice& afwell tothe crime as 
to the punifhment : wickedly and malicioufly is this laid 
tomy charge that I fhould fay that mannes defeétion and 
fall is one of gods workes. But yet left ¥ one thing fhould 
appere to lacke of our full do@trine , I will recite his wor- 
des, which he writeth againft the libertines in the 14. chap 
terofthat worke , we do not deny (faieth he ) but that all 
thinges are done by the will of God. In fo much that whé 
we declare whercfor he is called-omnipotent , we geue to 


him an effectuall power in ali his creatures , and we teach 
| | - \ 
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that as once he created the vniuerfall world , fo alfo thar 


he gouerneth the fame. And that his had is alwaies atthe 
work , thathe might kepe all thinges in their eftate , and 
difpofe them after his will.And to the end that I may ex- 


pretie the fame more eafely, I fay, that God is to be con- | 


fidered thre maner of waies to work inthe adminiftration Thre ma 
ner wayes 


doeth God 


ditié and proprietie which he gaue to euerie one , when he Work im 5 
formed them.and this gouernemét is nothing els but that 41s creat 
which we call the order of nature.for albeit the vnfairhfull res 


of his creatures . firft there is an vniuerfall operation by 
the which he direéteth all creatures according to the con- 


know nothing in the difpofition of the world, but that w- 
hich they fe with their cies.And therefor they make natu 
re as fhe were a goddeile to haue impire and dominion: 
ouer all: yet is Fis praife to be giuen to the will of God: 
that ir onely doeth moderat ad gouern all thinges. Whe- 
refor when we fe the fon , the moon, and the fterres fulfill 
their courfe, Let vs vnderftand that they obey God, that 
they execute his commandement , yea and that they are 
nese: by the hand of God.And alfo when we fe the cour 
¢ of earthhie thi nges,all thiges are to be afcribed to God, 
The creatures are to be eftemed but as inftruments in his 
hid which he applieth to the work , euen as 3) exten him. 
The {criprure doeth often make mention o | 
fall prouidence, that we may learn in all his workes to gi 
uc glorie ynto God- But chiefly in vs doeth God commed 


this his power, that we fhall know ir in our felues , to the 


end that we may be purged of arrogancie , which fodanly 
vfeth to arifein vs, how fon we forgett our felues to bein — 
his hides. Hereunto apperteineth Rar which Paul faid to 

thofe of Athenes:It is he in whom we liue,are moued,and 
haue our bei ng. By the which he wold admonifh vs, that ex 
cept God vp hold vs by his hand that\vnable it is for vsto 


 ftand the leaft moment of time. for even as the foule 


difperfing her ftrégthe throughe the hole bodie, moueth 
the mébres, fo are we qwickened of God, from whome o- 
nely we obtein what fo euer ftrength or power we haue. 
But this yniuerfall operation of God impedeth no, bur 


this vniuer-_ 
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that euery creature in heauen and in earth retcin their o. 
wn nature and qualitic,and alfo do tolow their own in¢ii- 
mation. The fecond maner by the which God workethin 
his creatures is that he appoinreth them in obedience of 
his goodnes, iuftice, and 1udgement , fomtymes to help 
his feruantes fomtymes to punifhe the wicked, and fom- 
times to examin he pacience of his feruantes, or to cor- 
ret and chaften them witha fatherly : as when 
he will giue vs aboundance of frutes he giueth rain in his 
‘time, he fendeth heat by the fon, and bright and clear 
daies,asalfo he vfeth all other naturall meanes as inftru- 
ments of his liberalitie . But when he pulleth back his 
hand , the heauen is made like bratle, the earth is yron, 
and fo it is he that fendeth thonder, froft, hale : and alfoi 
is he that isthe caufe of fterilitie and barennes . There- 
for what fo euerthe Ethnickes and ignorant did attribute 
to fortune,we afsigne to the prouidéce of God. Not onely 
tothat vniucrfall operation , of the which we haue before 
{poken:but to his efpeciall ordinance by the which hego 
uerneth all, as he knoweth it to be moft expediét and pro 
fitable:and this he teacheth when by his Prophetes he fai- 
eth that he created darknes Ad light,that he fendeth death 
_and lief, that neither good nor euill can chace but fré his 
had.In fo much that he faieth that he doeth gouern 4d di 
rect the Jortes: Yea ifthat any ma by chice and not of fet 
Prpoke be flain, he auoweth him felfto be the caufe of 
is death,and that fo he had appointed that we fhall iud- 
gS nothing to com of fortune , but that all cometh by the 
etermination of his counfell . And further it difpleafeth 
him whé we efteme any thing to procede from any other, 
fothat we donor behold him, and know him not onely 
the principall caufe of allthinges , but alfoas the author 
appointing all thinges to the one part or the other by 
his counfell. 
Thus let vs conclude that prof] peritic and 
aduerfitic , rayn , wyndes, hale, froft , fare wether, 
aboundance ’ hunger, , Or peace,to be the gt 
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kes of God , and that the creatures which be the infc- 


rior caufes, are onelie inftrumétes which he hath in redi- 
nes to execute his will , which he fo vfeth at his pleafure, 
thathe leadeth and moueth them to bring topaiie what 
fo euer he hath appointed. Moreouer it is to be nored that 
not onlie he thus viecth his snfenfible creatures;that by 
them he worketh his will, but alfo men them felues,yea 
and deuilles, infomuch that fathan and wicked men 
are executers of gods will: ashe vfed the Fgyprians , to 
punifhe his people, anda litle after, he raifed vp the Al- 
fyrians and other fuch to reuenge the finnes of his people 
we fethathe vfedthe deuilin tormenung Saul , ae in 
deceauing Achab. which thinges when the libertines do- | 
beanies and without iudgement beholding no fur- 

therthey conclude, That now the creatures dono more 
work, and fo horribly do they confound all things ne- 
ther do they onclie mingle and mixt the heauens with the 
earth, but alfo they ioyn God with the deuil.ad that chan- 
ceth vnto them becaus they donot obferue two moft ne - 
ceffarie exceptions . The former is that Sathan and the 
wicked are not fo the inftrumentes of God, but that they 
alfo dotheire own partes. Nether muft we mmagin thac 


_ God foworketh by wicked men, as by 2 ftock ora ftone, 


but as by a creature oabygee of reafon , &c. When we 
fay thé chat God worketh by creatures, this impedeth not 


~ bur that the wicked work alfo vpo theire part.which thing © 


the fcripture moft euidently declareth , for asit prono- 


—unceth that God will whifsill,ad blow as it were the triipet 
to call ad bring furch to battell the vnfaithfull , fo ceafeth 


itnotto makeméti6 of theire own cotfell,ad afcribeth to 
thé both a wil] id awork,which they did exeeurevnderthe |. 
decre of God. The other exception of the which thefeyn- , 
happie libertines take no head,is,that there is a greate dif 
feréce betwext thework of God,ad thework of the wicked 
whé that God vfeth him in ftede of 4 inftrumét-The wic- 
ked ma is prouoked to iniquitie ether by auarice, ibitid, | 
enuic or crueltie nether yet looketh he to any other end 


ay 
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‘or purpofe , and therefor the worke taketh the qualitie 


from the roore, from the which it {pringeth , that is frome 


the wicked affe@isé of the mynd,and the mifcheuousend 


which he looketh vnto: and therefor iuftly is it iudgede- 
uill . but God alrogither hath a contrarie re{pect:to witt, 
that he may exercile his iuftice, to the conferuation of the 
ood to vie his fauor and gentilnes towardes the faith- 
ll,and that he may punifh fuch as haue deferued. Confi 
der how we muft make difference betwext God and man, 


that vpon the one parte we fhall behold his iuftice , his 


eee his iudgements : and vpon the other part we 
| confider in the felf fame work the malice and enuie 
of the deuill and ofthe wicked . Let vs take a bright and 
clear glaffe in the whichwe may behold thefe thiges. W- 
hen the meflage of the loffe of all his goodes came to lob, 


Qn také the fodan death of his fonnes,and fo manie calamities, w- 


ob. 


hich all at once fell vp6 him. He doeth acknowledge that 
he was vifited by God faing: The Lord gaue all thefe thin 

es,and itis he that hath taken rhem away, and no doubt 
3 it was . Butin the mean timc , dowe not know,that the 


_ deuil procured all thefe thinges ? and did nothe vnderftad 


by narration of his feruants that efcaped,thar the chaldeis 
had driuen away his beftiall and flockes ?Did he comméd 
thofe brigandes and fpoilers?or oght we to excufe the de- 
uill?becaus that all thefe calamities proceded from God. 
Not fo, for bothe we and he do, and did vnderftand that 


_ there was a great difference betwext their purpofes : And 


therefor he(yet damning the euill) faid the Name of the 
Lord be bleifed . The fame may we fay of Dauid : but at 
this tyme it fufficeth , that God fo worketh by his creatu- 
res,and fo doeth vfe them to his prouidéce,that the inftru - 
ment , by the which heworketh, ceafeth not to be cuill. 


_ And albeit that he conuert the malice of the deuill and of 


wicked men to good, yet they therefor are neither excufa 


ble, neither yet clean from finne : and their workes are 


wicked ,and to be damned. for all workes take their quali 
tie of the purpofe and the will of the author. Who fo cuer | 


maketh no diftin@tion betwext thefe thinges, maketh an 
horrible 
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horrible confufiomAnd fuch be the libertines, who as be- 


tore is faid,do not ouely ioyn the deuall, in focietie with 


God, bur alfo,do transtorme him in to God:iudgeing his 
wogkes worthic of praife, vnder this coulor,that he doeth 


nothing ,but that which is appointed by God: Bur contra~ 
rie wies we phe to ob{crue, that the crearures do work 
their own workes in this earthe:which workes according 


asthey were directed tothis or that cnd , fo are they to be 


iudged either good or cuill: and yet God gouerneth 
and doeth 

toarightend . Heturneth the euillinto good:or at leaft 
God working by the goodnes of his nature, draweth as 
it were by violence fom good , furth ofthat which in the 
felfis euill . Sodoeth he vfc thedeuil that he doeth not 
mixe him felf with him , neither to be in felowfhipe 
with him, neither yet with his wicked fa& , neither that 

his iuftice fhal put away the nature of the deuil.for as the 

fon fending furth his beames, and heat to the carion,and 
fo ingendreth in it fom corruption, draweth to it felf nei- 


’ ther corrupti6 neither yet any filthines: neither yet doeth 


the fon byhis puretie ad brightmes,fo purge the carid6, but 
that it remaineth ftincking and corrupt : fo doeth God fo 
work by the wicked, that the iuftice,which is in hi doeth 
not iuftific thé, neither yet is he their wicked- 
nes and corruptiO. The third kinde of f $ operation c6- 
{ifteth in the gouernace of the faithful,in whom he liueth 
ad reigneth by his fpirit. In fo far as we are corrupt by ori 
‘aes nne, we be lyke to the drie and barren grounde, w- 
lich produceth no good frute . for our iudgement is cor- 
rupt, our will rebellious, euer redie to cuill:and finally 
our hole nature is nothing elles but a lompe of finne. And 
therefor not ‘onely can we not applie our felues to any 


erat all things, and guideth them alfo_ 


A fimilitw - 


de of the 


0%. 


good aétion,but we are not able, nor fufficient to concea- 2.Cor.3.. 


uc one good thoght (as Paul doeth witnes)but if we be a- Philip. 2 


ble to any thing, of necefsitie that muft procede fr6 God. 
It is he therefor that worketh in vs both to wil and to per 
forme : he doeth illuminate vs, and lead vs to the know- 
ledge of him felf. he drawcth vsto him by fofte- 


j 
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ning our heartes, he formeth new heartes in vs. further it 
is he who moucth in vs a defire of prayig,he giueth pow- 
er and ftrength to retift all the tentations ot fathan , and 
maketh that we do walk in his commandements. But yet 
we muft confider, that of nature,we haue both will,and ele 
&ion : bur becaufe they are both depraued, by finne, the © 
Lord reformeth thé,ad of euill maketh them good-That 
we therefor be apt to difcerne,that we haue a will, that we 
do this or that,this is anaturall gift: but that we can chou 
fe,defyre,or do nothing but that which is euil,that cometh 
Exceptwe ofthe corruption of finne : “that we thirft to do good, that 
regen  wehaue fom powerto execute the fame , this procedeth 
rat by f*- from the fupernaturall grace, by the which we are regene 
 rat,and newly born toa berter and more godlie life . Be- 
rall grace hold then what God worketh in his children : firft putting 
we Ca net 4 way their peruerfe nature , he cOdu€tcth ad gu eth thé 
ther thik by his holie {pirit,in obedience of his wil. But thefe dron 
wrll,nor ken or rather furious libertines crying, that al things are 
doany — wroght by God,do make him author of cuil. And further 
thing that even asthe nature of the euill were changed ,when it is clo 
ked wnder the couerture of gods name , they affirme it to 
good. in the which they do greater iniurie,and cotume 
The liber lie vnto God ,then that they fhould transfer his power and 
LiscS. iuftice to an other. For feig there is nothing more proper 
vnro God, thé is his goodnes: it behoueth firft ¥ he fhould 
vtterly denie him felf, before that he can work euill : w- 
hich hing ,thefe blynd libertines atrribute vnto him.A 
alluredly the God of thefé men is an Idole , which o- 
ght to be more execrable then all the idoles of rhe Gentle 
les.And fo furth to the end of that chapter he proucth that 
God committeth no finnein none of the wicked of the 
earthe &c. Thus far hauel recited the mynd and moft 
part of the wordes of chat godlie wrier , written by him 
now twelue yeresago,agaift the libertines. By the which 
the indifferent reader may iudge whether that iuftly you 
accufe him and ys,that we aie God author of finne. In 
the name of God, and of his deare Son Chrift 


a 


= 


Mi¢s,as you caft owt againft God,and vs. 


lorie ye ftudie vtterly to fuppreffe )I require as before 
of all thole that be placed in auctoritie by his worde,who- 
Ye handes he hath armed with the {word of iuftice., thar 7 
carncftly as they will anfwer before his fearefull throne 
of iudgement , they take triall in this mater , thatifwebe 9 “4. 
found cither in life,cither yetin doctrine, as we be accu- (ati 
fed , that God may be glorified in our iuft punifhments: f il _ par): 
but if we can not be cOui@ted(as we fear neither triall nor 9 “7° 44- 
iudgement ) that then our accufers may acknowledge 
their offence. | | 

The fecond thing which is laidto our charge, is The fecon 
thatwe caufe many other to breft owt and fay .Sithe his wil de accufa- 
and pleafure no manis able to refist , let him tay it onbhim felf ad *9”- 


uerfartes 


vpon vs, if any [inne be committed. 


If the blaiphemies of the vngodlie fhould be laid to A”/Wer to 
our charge, becaus that we teach a doétrin moft true, and '?¢ *-4«0# 
moft comfortable to the childré of God: then can not the J4#%- 
Apoftle faint Paul be excufed , for the fame blafphemies 
were vomited firft againft him , ad the doétrine which he Wat Lor 
taught:Som crying, let vs do euill,that good may com of rivie blaf 
it:others , let ys abyde in finne , may abound: 

1 


& {6 furioufly roring (as ye do)did difpitefully cry, whe 


_ refor doeth he cdplean,who ci refift his will? But was the vomited 
doétrine therefor damnable? or was the Apoitle criminal, 2484/7 S. 


for teaching the fame?! fuppofe ye will be more fauorable Paules do 
in this then fo rafhly to condemnehim,whom'God ‘rime. 
hath abfolued . Ifthen our doétrine can not be impugned 

by the plaine fcriprures of God , why fhould we fuftein 

the blame of other mennes blafphemies: How beit in ve- 

tie dede the blafphemies ofnone come fo plainely to our How in:- 
cares, as yours do. for the verey Papiftes, and theinfolent pudét blay 
of the world are yet afhamed , fo impudentlie to lie v- phemer: 
pd vs. Whoalthogh they will not folow the puretie of the the aduer 
doétrine taught by vs , yer either are they putto filence, /artes be. 
by the power of :he hoje Spirit, orels they invent fom 
coulorable lies, and do abftein from fuch open blafphe- 
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Thereply = Welayto your charge({ay you) none other thing then ye 
of the Ad- your [clues do conf. that God 
according to his will and pleasure. | | 
We anfwer that malicioufly and deuilifhly ye wreft 
Anfwerto our wordes contrarie to our mynd . for alwayes we make 
the replie a moft laine diftcrence betwext the will of God,and the 
of the ad- will of the wicked,and betwext the purpofe counfell and 
werfarie. end of God and betwext the ceatale andend of map.as 
in allthis hole procefle before intreated the indifferent 
reader may well confider. | 
| If ye continuc in your blyndnes and furioufly cry: 
But ye affirme that without his will and againSt it nothing is 
ne , therefor that men think , that enen whenthey fine , they 
obey g° will . Laniwer by the wordes of the fame writer 
who before I haue sMadeed: Touching the workes which 
we committ, the will of Godis to be confidered , ashe 
him felt hath declared ir: for in vaine hath he not giuen 
his law , by the which he hath difcerned good from euill. 
As for exemple when he commandcth no man to be hurt, 
no man to be iniuried , but that equitie and iuftice be in- 
differently kept to all,that no man fteal, defraude his bro 
ther,that none committ adulterie, fornicatié or filthynes, 
bur that euerie man kepe his own veffel] in fan@tification 
and honor. Hereis the will of God euident and plaine. 
What further pleafeth him , in thefe cafes oght no mato 
inquire . for we know,that if we do thefe,and other thin- 
es thatbe cOmanded,and do abftein from all things that 
Abowe be forbidden , that then we obey the will of God. Andif 
thatwhich we do not that,we can not be acceptable to him. If that a- 
we arece ny man fhall fteall, or committ adulterie , and fhall fay 
manded that he hath done nothing againft the will of God , he 
byGod lieth moft impudétly for in fo far as he hath tranfgreffed 
| weoght the commandement of God, by the which he was raught 
mot to ew~ what was godswill,he hath done againft his will. Let all 
gore. men now iudge, if that we giue occafion to man , to flat- 
ter him felf in finne, and to think , that when they com- 
mitte iniquitie againft the exprefle commandement 


God, that then they obey his holiewill . ifany demand, 


whether 


‘ 
= 


me, oght we toreule our liues , leauing the fecretes to 


“OF GODS. PREDUEST. 
whether that any/thing can be done againft gods will: 
thar’ is, ifGod may noc, it he wold A and impede the 
finue of man: betore I haue anfwered by the mowth of 
Augultine, and now again by Iohn Caluine that nothing 


is, norcan be done,which he may not impede,if fo it 


pleafe his wifdom, yea veterlye we mutt efchew, that we 

inquire not of his prouidence,which is hid frome vs, 
when that the queftion is of our ductie . His word decla- |) og. 
rech vato vs what he approueth , andwhat he condem- fp 
neth , with that we oghr to ftand content, and by the fa- 3) 


God, as by Moifes we are taught. To make the mater ) | em. 
more plaine, the cafe fuppofed , that be tenypred with 
concupifcence, and luft a nother mans wife,in thewhich | 7. face? 
Ilong ftriue, and in the end,fathan obie&eth to methis 
cogitation, follow thy purpofe,for by that meanes;thow >. i 
macft perchance be further humbled, id after thow maeft 
talte more aboundantly the mercie, and the grace of 

God. Should I therefor loufe the bridle to my wicked 
affections ? fhouldI declyn from the plain precept , and 


enter into the fecrete prouidence of God ?God forbid. for 


that befides the violating ,or breaking of his commande-_ 
ment were horribletempration of his godlie maicttie, 
and fo in one fact , were cmitted dooble impietie . The 
finnes | know of gods dereft children are greuous ,and * 
many, and wonderous is the prouidéce of God, working 
in his faintes,but never, or feldom it is,that fuch pe- 
rilonfe cogitations preuale againft them: for the fpirit of - 
God fore yleth in them ,tha- commonly this fentence of | 


Salom6 is before their cies:fuch as vnreuerently fearch 


out gods Maieltie, Va'be oppreffed by the glorie of the 
fame. And fo muft it nedes com to paffe, as Iohn Caluin 
afi-meth, that he pryde of fuch mutt be punifhed , and 


~ that with anhorrible punifhemenr, the pryde of thofe I 


fay , fhalbe punifhed, who not content with the will of 

God reueled (to the which they will not be obedien: ) 

delice to mounte and flie aboue the fkyes,there to feke 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
the fecrete will of God . Withwhat faces can ye now lay 
to. our charges , that we giue occafion to men to flatiet 
them felucsin finoe , or yet to think that incommitting 
iniquiti¢e they obcy gods will Yealledge perchance that 
the common read not our writings , and therefor 
they can not vnderftand our iudgement in this cafe. anf 
wer,the more impudent and blaiphemous are you, who fo 
defame ys the cares of the vnlearned multitude, tharro 
them ye make both ys and our doctrine odious, before 
that ever it be knowen or cxamined . Bur yet for further 
difcharge of our felues againft your moit vniuft accufa- 
tions,and for the better faftruCtion of the fimple,| will ad 
duce an other teftimonie from the writing of the fame 
faithfull feruant of Chrift Iefus,lohn Caluin , and fo put 
end to this your fecond calumnie¢. in his commentarie v - | 
pothe actes ofthe Apoftles the 2.chap.writing vp6 thefe 
wordes of Peter, affirming that by the determinat coun- 
fell and prefcience of God , was Iefus betraied and cruci- 
fied, by handes of wicked men,becaufe (faicth he) Pe 
ter appercth to mean, that wicked men obeyed God, whe- 
reof of two abfurdities, one muft nedes folow:to wit, that 
either God is the author of cuill,or that men committing 
all kynd of iniquitie do not finne, becaus thcy {eme to o- 
bey God.I anfwer, that wicked men do nor obey God how 
fo euer it be that they put in execution thofe things,which 
God hath with him felf appointed . for obedience proce - 
deth frome a voluntarie affeQtipn , which earneftly thir- 
fteth to pleafe God, but we know y tie wicked haue a far 
other purpofe . moreouer no man olyzicth God, but fuch | 
as hath his will knowen.Obedience tien dependeth 
the knowledge of godswill . And fo ssthe will of God is 
reucled in his law, folikewife itis cu ident, that who foe- 
uer tranfgreffeth againft his will reucled , hath his conf- 
cience to witnes againft him, that neither he doeth rhe will 
of God, neither yet that he obeyeth him - To the fecond 
he fayeth , Iconftantly denice that God is author of eui!l: 
for in this word cuill there isthe notation and proprictie 
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OF GODS PREDEST, 167 
ofa wicked affection , which neuer falleth nor can fallin 


God . The euill work oghtto be iudged by the purpofe 


and éd,to the which cuerie man tédeth in his a¢tio. When 
men committ theft,or murther, therefor they finne , be- 
caufe they are theues and murtherers-In the theft ad mur 
ther , there is wicked counfell, which neuer tendeth to 
pleafe God, but to faciate their inordinareappetites - Buc 
God who vfeth their malice, is to be placed ia gloric abo- 


—uethem. for he looketh to an other end:for the onc he wil 


punifhe,and the patiéce of rhe orher he wil exercife And 


he neuer declineth,nor boweth fré his own nature, is 
frome amoft perteét righteoufnes. So that Chrift was be- | 
trayed ad crucified,by y hids of y wicked,icwas done by 
ordinace of God. But the treafon ad the flaughter,w by 
them felues were moft odious and wicked,oght not to be 
iudged nor accompted the work of God . Let men whofe . 
myndes,the deuil hath not inflambed in hatred ad mali- 


ce God, againft his fimple trueth , and againftthe | 


proteffors of the fame, now iudge whether that we affirme 


God io be author of finne , or if we giue any iuftoccafion 


that mau flhould glorie in wickednes , either yet that they 
fhal! burden God w the fame. And I appele to thy own cof 
cience (thow vnthankfull vnto menand open traitor to 
the veritie, which once thow profefled whether that thow 
oftener then once haft heard with thine eares , and thatin 
open audience of many : Thatifany fhould take boldnes 


tofinne in hope ofmercie, thatthe cuppe , which they 
fhould drink, fliould be moft bitter. 
Now tothat which ye affirms , and we moftcon- of 


ftatly denie. You'affirme that if our fayinges be true,that 
then are the workes of God, full of crueltic,mifcrie,dam- Stee. 
nation and deftruction, 

As before I haue noted fomwhat,which malicioufly 
ye {clander vs , fo willl plainely and fimply in fhore and 
feuera | Propofitions, fet furth the fome of that doctrine, 
which we teach and profeffe , and that you fo blafphe - 
ae oppugne, to the end, that Ruelers and godlic 
magiftrares , and vou your felues alfo may clerely fe, 
L. iii. 
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what we beleuc'and affirm . which being confidered and 
compared with gods {cripturcs , if your affirmazion be 
found true, then retufe wenot punifhement worthie for 
blafphemers. But if ye of malice againit gods tructh [pe- 
wing furth the corruptié of your {tinking ftomockes in- 


fected with pryde, and with contempr of grace , haueaf- 


firmed that, which ye be nor able to proue : our earneft 
requeft is,as before that your vennom may be repreffed 
es. | 


of the work writté by that learned ad godlie man Theo- 
dorus Bela. agaift the caliinies of your capteyn Caftalio. 

The firit propofition, God effectually worketh and 

io. bringeth to pai all thinges , according to the counfell 

of his own will. | | 

t Phis counfell doeth God execute in certen momé- 
tes of tyme:neuertheles the counfell it felfiseterna!l,ad 
affeth before all thinges, noYoncly in tyme (as it that is 
fore all tymc) but alfo in ordre. Se otherwies the will 


of God fhould not be the principall and firft reule ofgods — 


counfell, bur rather the qualities of things forefene, and 
foreknowen, and mouing God totake this counfell, or 
that, fhould prefcribe a reule to the will of God. \ 

This coafell may not be feperated from the will of 


: God, oneles of necefsitie we fpoi'e God of his Godhead. 


This counfell is not put in moderation and in di- 

4 rectionof chance, or fortune, burit hath an cfeuall 
and working ftrength in all thinges,as Paul (peaketh. 

; This ftrégth ad efficacie is attributed to God wor 
king, but iris no: faid to be of God. therefore by this wor 
deetficacie , or ftrength is not declared any nature and 
power — by God the creator to the thinges that be 
created , that they fhould do this or thar, bur thereby is 


vnderftand the power of God,which he hathin him felf 
to do a’! thinges. 

This vniuver{all particle, all,in the wordesof Paul, 
¢an by no maner of excep*ion, be reftreinend but 
God in that part, fhail be iudged ydie,as Epicurus did a 
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Thefe propofitids following hauc!I triflated furth 
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OF GODS PREDEST-.' 169 
fly affirme. And ifwe fhall fay that any thing is done, 
which Godmay not impede,the fhall he be {poaled ot his 
infinit powere. So thatthe cdclufié is fithece that God 
him felfe , even asit hath pleafed him , to decermynall 
thinges to com from eternitie, eucn fo he workth by his 
own power, that the fame thinges come co paiic in their 


tyme,as he willeth. Ofthele thigs not withitading no 


 neofchole b!afpemies doth followe, werewithwe be bur- 


dened : to wit , thar God is the author of finne: ether that 
be deliteth or willeth iniquitic:ether that fathan or men © 


doing wickedly, do obey God : ether in fo far as they do 
euil,that they dothe thing that God will,and therctor a~ 
re blameles. Let fuch blatphemies be far notonely from 
our mowches,but alfo from our cogitations ad thoghtes- 


hat none of thefe blafpemies neceflarely may 


be concluded of oure do@ryn,may thus be proued. 
God putceth in execution che counfelles of his 
will by fecond caufes and mid inftrumentes , not as botid 
vnto them, asthe Stoikes did affirme but, frely and po- 
. tty making, mouing, and directing them,as it pleateth 
hiywifdom. 
Of thofe inftruméres there are two principall kin 
des. The one hath licf and mouing, the other be without 
licf, which rather be moued,by the force of orhers , then 
moue thé felues. There be two fortes of thofe that haue 
lief,the one be iudued with reafon and iudgement,the o- 
ther be without reafon and are onely caried by the blynd 
force of nature. 
Thofe that be wirhout lief , and thofe alfo that 
haue lief, bur lack reafon can nether be faid to do well 
nor cuil , bur thofe that vfe them as inftrumentes may be 
faid ether to dowell or euil. | 
Thofe that haue lief endued with reafon are 
ether Angelles or mé. The angelles be of two fortes, fom 
good fom bad. bur as for men all by nature are euil: But 
V grace they are fo feperated,that fom are veterly enil, 
fom partly good: rowitr, in fo faras the Spirit of God 
hach fau@ified them. 


Such as in any action are moued by their own 14 
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179 AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
inward motion, iuftly may be {aid to work, and-therefor 


“ 


in that kynd of inftrumentesfalleth the differece of good 
and of cuill workes »ucther yet properly ,in that refpec 
may they be called inftrumentes, but the caufes efficiét. 


Aneuill ation I call that which hath not the reveled 


will of God for the aflurance and éd,and by the cétrarie, 
the work is good,when the worker looketh to obey gods 


commandement. 


17 


hefe fame althogh rhey be caufes , in f far as they 
work by their own proper moti6, yet are they in an other 
refpe& called inftrumentes,in fo far as they are moued 
by another. As when the hangman by the commans 
dement of the magiftrate killeth aman , or when by in- 
ftigation of the deuil,mé hurt others,or whé at the com- 
mandement of any, we do ether good or euill to any mi. 
In this kynd of actions, it is euident , that one workis 
attributed totwo , tothe one,astohim that worketh by 


_ aninftrument,and to the other as to the worker by mo- 


tion or commandement : fuch workers are inftrumentes 
not fimply as the hamer or axe is in the hand of the {mi- 
the or hewer, but they are fuch inftrumentes,as alfo mo- 
ue by their own inward motion. 
And for this double refpeét, a double worke appereth 
m tymes to be donc: In fomuch that the one may be 


wdable,ard the other wicked. As if the magiftrate fhall 


committ an offender worthic of death to the executor of 


_suftice . This worke is praife worthie of all geod men. 


19 


20 


But if the lictor inflabed rather with enuie,auarice,orany 
other wicked affection, then looking to the commande- 
mét of the iudge, fhall kill the fame offender, moft certen 
: is that before God he can not auoid the cryme of mur- 
ther. | 

Now let us applie thefe thiges to God, whofe efficacit 
before we hauc proued to worke in all thinges without 
exceptid, id fo thar by thofe thiges, which he hath made 
as by inftrumen’es,he executeth in tyme what fo euer he 
hath decreed frome eternitic. 
What fo euer God worketh is good : feing from ae 
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whotis infinitlie good,no cuil thing can procede : but he 
workethal thinges,theretor all thinges be good, info far 
as they ar done by God . And that dittcrence of good and 
euil hath onely place in the inftrumentes , ad in thofe of © 
whom we haue fpoken inthe 14. propofition. — | 
For if thofe inftrumentes be good, and if their actions 
look tothe reueled will of God, they do well, and God 


_alfo doth well by thé. wherefor that workis alwaies good. 


as when the good angelles execute that which God c6- 
mandeth, and holie men do follow God calling them. | 


Euil inftrumentes(euill I fay) not by creation but by 2a | 
‘corruption,in fo faras they work alwais,they do cuill, 


and therefor iuftly do they incurrethe wrath of God. 

But info far as God worketh by thé , they ether by igno- 

rance, orels againft their purpoles ferue tothe good work 

of God. But God him felf, by what fo euer inftrumentes 

he wor keth,worketh at ail tymeswell. ’ 
And fo he worketh by thofe inftrumétes that not one - 23 

ly he permitteth and fuffereth them towork, nether doth 

he onely moderate the euét or chance: butalfo he raifeth 

them vp, he moucth, he dire€teth , and that which is moft 

of all , he alfo ereareth,to the end that by them he fhall 

work that,which he hath appointed. Which thinges God 

doth righteoufly and without any iniuftice. | 
For whé the wicked man finneth, ether againft him felf *4 

ether againft any wicked perfon,God without any finne, 

doth,ad| bringeth to pafle, that the wicked man fhall rake 


_ vengeance vpon him felf, or that eui!l men fhall take vé- 


prance v pon other wicked men,who haue deferued puni - 
hement.And this one and other work of God is moft iuft, 
and by fuch exemples ofhis iudgementes, God erecteth 
and comforreth his afflicted. | 
How oft that euill men hurt good men,the wicked mé 25 
fione , ad in che end they fuffer iuft punifhement:and yet 
by them, neuertheles doth God chaften, inftruét and 
confirme his own: and by the manifeft ennemies of his 
Church doth God make elorious his Church. | . 
Yetcan it not be faid, that thofeecu'll inftru- 2¢ 
mentes do obey God . For albeit that God workcth his 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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work by them, yet they fo far asin them lieth,and asc}. P° 
cerning their own counfell and will, donot the work of 
God, but their own work: for the which meritably they a- | 
re . Albeit what cucr God worketh bythe 
or ed is good, yet what fo cuer the wicked men workis 
| 


Nether is the confequent good , God worketh all 
thinges , Ergo heworketh finne,for the name of finneis in 
gcs £ nne 

not but in the vicious ad taultic qualitic, which is altogi- th 

ther in the inftrument thar worketh. 

28 By reafon of this corrupted qualitie , rhe work § §! 

which in the felf is one,fom maner of way is double, and 

may be diuided : Infomuch that che one, that isthe iut Fla 

work of God, derectly fighteth and repugneth againft the th 
vniuft work of man. | a 

29 God neuertheles far other waies workcth by his gon 

inftrumétes,thé he doth by his ewil inftrumétes. for-befi- 


2 


m 
hi 
des that by his good inftrumétes he worketh his work,the J %™ 
good inftrumentes alfo dotheir work, by that ftrength J 
and efficacie,which the Lord miniftereth vnto them.And 
God alfo worketh his work by them, and in themhe J °% 
worketh to will and to perfourme. but bythe euilasby 
fathan and wicked mé, in fa far as they are not regenerat he 
- asoftas God doth execute the iuft counfelles and decre- J © 
is of his erernall will,he declareth his own {trength, id 
efficacic,in his work by them, whichthey doetherigno- fF 3 
ratly, orels againft their purpofe.And yet in fo farasthey J 0 
-worke,God worketh not in thé, but he loufeth the bridle 
to fathan : to whom by his iuft iudgement he giveth them 
ouer,to be moued and pofleffed forwarde to all iniquitie, 
_ thatthey may be caried to perdition, enen by the inftiga- 
tion of the deuil-and by their own propre will. 
Thus haue you briefly the fom of our doftrinin 
this marer, which if ye be able by manifett {criptures , OF 
yet by good argumétes from the fame deduced ,to impro 
ue: wenot refufe to make farisfadtid as the Chur 
of ChriftIefus fhall require of vs. Butif that vniuftly 
ye haue accufed vs,and haue further imputed cruclri¢ 


poa 


sae 
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pon God, by reafon that his iudgemétesmoftiuftinthem 
felues,are to your fenies incomprehefible, thé can we noc 
of confcience ceafe to require of youa greater modeftic, 
ad alfo of the lawtull Magiftrace an ordre to be take thar, 
your malice ad vennom may be reprefled:afluring them, 
that if byry mes your interprifes be not impededthat they 

fhall fhortly tele what contufion,ye haue of long foftered — 
in your breaftes. your poifon is more peftilent,thé thatof 
the papiftrie was in the beginning. Godforhis mercies _ 
faik preferue his Churche,and purge your beartes to his 


gloric. 


_ Towching the fecrete will of God, which fo oft ye Anfwer to 
lay to our charge wefhallafres {peak,as alfo how God willthe;7. 
that all repent,and that all be faued. Bctore I haue decla- 
red. that hs difference muft we make betwext Godand | 
man, be he neuer fo porét, that God hath fuch r ouer 
his ereatures,that he reuleth them at his pleafure: and is 
not a fimple law ziuer,which oncly can deuife good lawes 
and giue commandement,that they may be kept, but can 
not , thogh he wold, frame the heartes of his fubiectes to 
obedience. Such imperfection (1 fay ) can we not admitt 
in our God,who doth 4d hath done what fo euer he will in Py 
heauenand in earth. Aud foyour fimilitude of the king , 35 
commading ,and of the {claue offending, 
id is God hath greater power ouerallecre- 
atures, yea euen ouer the king him felf,thé the king hath 
ouer his {claue. for the fclaue, when he hath offended, by 
meanes he may cfcaip the kinges handes,and fothe 
punifhemér ofhis lawes: But fo can not the king, the han- 
desofGod. Confider the inequalitie betwext God and 
ma,! fay,and then I cruft your iudgemét fhall ether be re 
ed,or'els ye coftreined to deuife more folide reafos. 
) _ Thaue not learned in the {criptures to call the 
| Corruption of our nature, by the which we rebell againft 
commandement power, but rather impotentie , and 
Iwo 


~ 


ldome . But ceafing to contend or ftriue for termes, 
nder,what ye mei, by your conditional,which thus ye 
forme : otherwies that is , ifwehad no power to offend a+ 


a 
‘ 
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> 


gainft gods will we fhould all obferue the will of God, 
and be faued:and fo do you conclude, there fhould be no 
reprobation , I will not commonly {cofte at you(as your 
foolifhnes deferueth ) but here I mutt fay ,thatthis your 
reafon is no better then if I fhuld affirme that there isno 
difference betwext fowles ofthe ayr,and the reft of the 
creatures of the earth, becaufe that if all creatures had 
winges,and lyke agilitie,that then all creatures fhuld flie 
afwell asthe fowles , and fo fhould there in that cafe be 
no difference. Your rcafon hath no greater ftrengthe:for 
it ftandeth onely vpon conditionalies whereof ye iuftly 
can conclude nothing. Proue if ye can,that it was,andis 
the immutable coafel of God tharall thould be faued ad 
thé ye may proue thar there fhalbe nonc reprobate. But 
now we followe,as ye procede. 
SPREAD VERSA RL 
She |. As forthe fentence of Paule:God willing to fhew his wrathe, 
te make his powcr knowen fuffered with long pacience, the vef 
& fou- felles of wrath ordeined to damnation, ¢yc. it 15 direct contrarie 
Qi to your error not with/anding ye abuje it to matntein the fame. 
For fe, as Pani faieth,God fuffered them with greate pactece, 
On he is forie for them: ifhe be forte thé hath he no pleafure in thet 
The fe- thar wherein he hath no pleafure, he willeth it not 
argu and that Whe willeth not doth not ordein it. Wherefor fang 
men:. God fuffered thé with greate paciéce to fall hehath not ordeined 
thé to fall:v difpsfe5t, fateth $ .Paule, riches of. rods goodnes ad 
patiece adlog fufferace, not knowing that y ieduvs of God lea- 
deththe to repétace behold here the caufe why God fuffered with 
2 long pacience, is that we fhould repent and amend , If they had 
ben abfolutely or:ieined to damnation afore the foundation of the 
world then God knew they [hould neuer repent,and amend. t0 
what purpole then fuffered he them with lig pacience? Not with 
Standing this is plaine yno welr,ad conform to the word. yet ye di- 
(pifing what fo ener is contrarie to your mynd , ye fk fast rothe 
literall fenfe of thofe wordes,ordeined to damnation, which wor- 
des be fpoken after the common manetr of [peaking , as they be 
 ealled after the common phrafe of [peach , ordeined to damnaties 
whole end is damnation , we vfeto fay of a man thatis ke 
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be hanved,thisman was born to be hanged, not with fanding 
was = his mothers mynd to beare him to be haged.Such phra- 
feshawe we verey many in th: {criptures , as Exod. 11- Pharao 
harkencd not -ynto you that many wonders may be done in the Exod.1§ 
land of Egipt . forafmuch as the wonders donein Egipt were , 

grewous to Vharao, he did not difobey the intent that mo wonders + 

which were plagues [hould com vpon him ,but this was the ifJue Nome of 
of his obStinat inobedsenco. Exod. the X 1 X who fo ener Zineth thele phra 
his fede vnto Moloch let him be flayn, becaufe he hath geuen of Sig es 
hisfede vnto Moloch to defyle my S.nétwarie and to pollute my ifthey bex 
holie Name . The ifraelites did not Jacrifice their children to wayed. 
Meloch to defyle the lordes Janétuarie and to difhonor the Name i | 

of God , but to warfisp Moloch , notwithStanding that was 
the sfJue and end of thetr facrifice vnto Moloch, that the Lordes 
fantinarie was defiled and his Name difhonored. Thereby lero~ 

boam made the two golden calues whervy he made Uraelfinne 

toanger the Lord God of Ifracl- The caufe why leroboam made — 

thetwo golden calues and his intention was not to anger God: 

but he thorhe that if the people fhould go vp ad dofacrifice inthe 

howe of the Lorde at there heartes{hulde return to Ro- 

boam king of luda wherefor he made two geiden caluzstomaise _ 

the people facrifice at Bethel , wherupon followed the wrath of Ofee 8 
God. Of their filuer and gold haue they made them images to 
bring them felues to deftruction , The lfraelites made them ima- 
ther: by to be fauwed and not deStroied: yet their de- 

‘hon followed thereof lercnue faieth Omy mother,alasthat 
ever tho w didde§t beare me to bea brawler,ad a rebuker of the levem.. 1g 
hole land. leremies mother did not bear him to that intent > but Ze 
yet this was the end. Andinthe new Teftament , ifany max 
bunger lett him eat at home,that ye com not togither to condéna 
tion:the Corinthians came not togither to the intent to purcheffe 
thereby condemnation , but of their abufes in comming togither 


followed heir condemnation. By thefe places and many others, 


we may the phrafe of {criptures : That they be or- 
receaue not by the will of God , which wold all men to be faned. 
but as a iuSt reward for their finnes. As the traitor which 
fuffereth oght not to impute his death tothe fentence which the 
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tusHy hath ginen against him , but to his own offence and 

treafon,fo when we for our finnes be ordeined to punilhement; 
| Wwe oght not to impute it to gods fore ordinace which is both good 
lerem. and full of mercie ,but to our own offences. And feing( as S. 
faseth )God fuffered them with create pacience, thetr damnation 
cometh not by the counfell abd wit of God, for which he is forie 
ashe fareth by the prophece leremie . | hawe bene forie for the fo 
long that | am werie ye that God werieth him felf, fuf- 
fering 41 forowing for them, whom he had reprobated afore the 
world: furelie think that thoghe ye hitherto vnaduifedly 
faid (0,ye will from hence furthe f-ry fo no more, which God grite 

an tyme that ye werie not the lord alfo with forowing for you. 
ANSWER. 

As your cogitatids of God be groffe and carnall, 
fo be your iudgemeces in this place of {criprure deeeua- 
ble and moft erroncoufe . Efteme it no iniurie , thar] af 
firm your paplbations of God to be carnall ad grofle. For 
I can cuidently proue, that fom of you affirm and main- 
tein , that God hath cies, fete, handes,armes, and final- 
ly all proportion of man: that he fltpeth and doth againe 
awake, that he forgetteth and after doth remember, that 
he is mutable,and doth in verie dede repent. | 

cogitations of the eternal! God be not car- 
nall: yea if they’be not wicked, id deuelifh, let the godly 
indifferent reader iudge, | 

| Inthis your long gradation, which ye make a 
the wordes of Paule, ye cdclud contradi€tion to the ho- 
lic Goft,and tothe plaine wordes of the A poftle . For the 
Apoftle meancth and plainely fpeaketh: that albeit God 
doth long fuffer and delay the 1udgement of the repro- 
bare yet ceafe they not to be veflelles of wrath , as they 
that are ordeined to perdition. But you conclude the c0- 
traric affirming , that he hath nor ordeined them to fal. 
And fo becaufe you conclude direétly againft the holie 
Goft,! can not ceafeto fay,that your colle&tié is errone- 
oufe . Butto giue an anfwer more full and large , in eX- 
amining the partesof your gradatid I will fhew your ¢r- 


ror ad the caufe thereof. firft you fay:feing God red 
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plaine feriprure. And why wil 


them wich greate paciéce,he is foric for them. here I fay 
in your firit toundation lieth your error , caule 
thereot1s,that aleegether ye are ignorat of gods nature, 5 . . 
in whom nether fuch Misch nor Painful 
fich forow,as you grofly imagin . God is omnipotent, P 
andis compelled to {uffer nothing, which he hath not ap- is pe es 

inted inhis eternall countell, he is a Spirit,ad fre from 
all fuch pafsions, as creatures be fubie& ynto forin his 
eternall Godhead , there is nether pacience fubie& to 
paine, nether yet forowe annexed with angwifhe and _ 
grief. But when fuch pafsions be attributed vnto God, — 
it is for the weaknes of our wnderftanding , that the hoy 
lie Gott doth fubiect him felf in langage , and tongue to 

Yetake libertie to your felfin dyuers other phra- 
fes,to explaine them.as you eucn againft the 
yenotpermitt,thatfuch 

phrafes be fo vnderftand , as nothing be iudged vpon 
gods Maieftie, which doth not aggre, with his godlie na~ 
ture? yedo farabufe the mynd of the Apoftle: forhe — 
doth not inferre as you foolifhly and wickedly do, that: 
becaus God did fufter with great pacience , therefor he. 
was forie , but faieth , he did fuffer the veffelles ordei-— 
ned to deftruction , that vpon the one fort his wrath and — 


‘power,and vpon the other ( that is, vponthe ele& ) the 


riches of his glorie might be knowen. This were fuf- 
ficien” to pur ro your folie. But yet fomwhatta 
inftruct the fimple , I will fom what trauale to make the- _ 
fe wordes of the Apoftle fenfible and plane. : 

~ He had before concluded : that God wold haue | 

mercie vpon whom he wold haue mercie , and whom it © 

Pleafed him , thofe did he harden. Asthis fentence far — 
furmounted mannes capacitie fo might it engender fom The place 
doub'es , in the heartes of the verey godlie. For they 
might haue reafoned if chat God will finally deftroy all explaned: 
the reprobate,to what purpofe are'they now permitted — | 
to triumphe, and ro trooble the clect of God ? “ aniwe- | 
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ring to which doubt, the Apoftle afsigneth three reafons, 
Thre caw why God with great pacience , futtereth the veffelles of 
fes why wrath . To witc that his power, his wrath, psp the riches 
God fuffe. of the glorie ofhis mercie more euidently may apperc& 
reth the be knowen. Forit God fhould fodanly trom the bellies 
wickedre of their mothers, take away the reprobat, or ifhe fhould 
probate. inthe beginning of their malice fo break downe their 
| they could not procede againft him , nether 

ould his power appere fogreat,nether yet his wrathe fo 
iult and fo holie. Butwhen he doth fufter them,as he did 
Pharao , from one mifchief to procede to an other, often 
remouing his plagues ,and fo declaring him felf eafie to 


be entreated , euen vnto fuch tyme , as their malice and _ 


raige docarie them,as it were openly to difpyfe God, and 
Ened. 14 his power, whenthen, I fay,in one moment God potent- 
1/asah.37 ly doth ouer throwe the force & ftrégth of his ennemics, 
Daniel. 5. 7° y he did of Pharao, Senacherib,'Baliafar,and of others. 
then ishis godlie power,and moft iuft wrathe more ¢ui- 
dently knowen,then that he fhould ether haue reprefled 
them in the beginning, ether yet haue taken them 

before their malice began to budde . For hereby doth 


not oncly admonifh others of the certen deftruction 


ofall thofe that continue in crucltic , buralfo giueth to — 


his Churche moft fingulare comfort, letting them fe that 


his prouidence,and power watcheth for them,cuen whea | 


the raige of the ennemic appereth to deuore al. And fodo 
they fe what is gods mercie towardes them . Further whe 
the elect aduifedlye do confider whatbe gods feuere 

audgementes again{t the inobedient,and do confider how 
prone and redie they them felues be of nature to rebellié 
again{ft God,except they were coducted by his f{pirit, they 

com toa more liuelie feling of gods fre mercie & grace: 
by the which onely they are exempre frome the ran 
focietie of the reprobate. Albeit that thefe endes & caufes 
of gods long fuffering , of the veffelles of wrath , do not 
fatiffie you, yer I deuke not but gods afflicted childré wil, 

_ and do take comfort of the fame . you thus procede es 

y 
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heno pleafwrein their deftruction And that where in he hath 


ye mult proue,y God did fufter inthe veffelles of wrath; 
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your fophifticall Sorites . beforie ( fay you ) then hath 
no pleafure he willeth it not, and that which he willeth not , he 
doth not ordeinit. wherefor feing God fuffereth them to fall with 


greate pucience, he hath not ordeined them ta fall. 


Y our foundation being fals , your hole building Anfuinies 
falleth by ¥ own weight. Bctore ye procede any further, if were 


that which he nether could nor might remedic,and the- 
refor that he fell in greif and forow, that his power was na 
greater and his wifdom no perfiter.. Wo beto your bla- 
iphemies,for they cOpell me to write, that whichI glad 
lywoldnotr. 


- [haue before faid that God nether hath pleafure in Anfwer to 


deftructié ,nether yet that he will the death of the finner the 2. 


abfolutely , y is hauing none other refpeét , but to their 3. 
torment and'pain onely But albeit pryde and malice will 
not fufter you to grante , that God hath created all thin- 
ges tor his own glorie : yet will not he be fuppliante vnto | 
you, tharye fhall fufter him to vfe his creatures, at his 
own good pleafure. 


Where vpon thefe wordes of the Apoftle:doeft thow 
difpyfethe riches of gods goodnes , not knowing that 
the kyndnes of Gol leadeth the to repentance ; ye | 
inferre, that the caufe why God fuffereth with long pa- __ 


—cie¢nce isthat we fhould repent and amend. If youvn- | 


derftand that God fuffered his ele&t, euen inthe tyme of | 
their blyndnes , yea and after their horrible fallesand * 
offenfes with great lenitie and gentlenes, totheend that | 
afterward they. may repent, 1do aggre with you. for | 
fohe did with Dauid , Manaffes , Paule, and many o- 
thers,who after their conuerfion did not difpy{e gods — 

nitie , but did magnifie and praife the fame , asin 

[their confefsions may be red. But if youvoderftand 
Paules wordes fo, that God hath none other end in © 
that his long fuffering but that the fhal repenw 

| M. ii. 
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and amend theirwickednes, becaufe the holie Goft afsi- 
neth other caufes ( as before we haue declared) I muft 
preferre his iudgement and {entence to yours . To your 
vnreucrent bolde and furious queftion , in which ye afk 
Anfwer to to what purpofe did God fufter them with 16g pacience, 
the furious whom before he knew fhoulde neuer repent nor amend, 
queftion anfwer none other wies , then 1 haue done before, 
of the ad- except that this ladde:that if ye be not contét that gods 
uerfarie. iuit wrath and greate sar fhall afwell be manifelted, 
thin this world,and in the life to com , vpon the vef- 
felles of wrath,as that his mercie,& the riches of his glo- 
rie fhall be praifed and extolled in the vetielles of mer- 
cie,that experience ( which the common prouerbe cal- 
Ieth maiftres to fooles )fhall teach you , that it nothing 
the Gyantes,of whom the poetes do fpeak , to 
cap vp mountane vpon moiitane,of purpofe to befiege 
Iupiter in the heauens . To vfe the wordes of {cripture, 
if be tymes ye ceafe not, fo vnreuerently to queftio with 
God, you fhall fele for euer,what torment is prepared, for 
fuchas with humilitic,can not be fubicct to his 
mentes inc6prehéfible . for if ye fhall conftrein his Ma- 
icftic to giue youa reafon , which ye may vnderftand 
and want do you cllesthé go aboute to fpoile 
him ofhisGodhead?) 
Weftick none other wics to the literall fenfe of 
Anfwer to thefe former wordes 0 'theApoftle then the reft of feri- 
the.4 ptures permittanddoteachys. But how proper be your 
e rafe and common maner of {peaking ,by the which ye 
aborto obfcure the plaine wordes of ¥ Apoftle , we bri 
ly fhallexamin. Ordeined to damnation ( fay you)after 
the common maner of {peach,doth fignifie no more, but 
whofe end is damnation. To grant you fom what,! wold 
now of you, who hath ordeined damnation,to be the éd 
ofthe reprobat:I perecaue by your exemp'e,that ye dare 
not fay , God: for thus ye fay, we vfe to fay ofa man, 
that is caftro be hanged, this ma was born to bechange’ 
norwithftanding that was not his mothers mynd to bear 


him to be hanged. a 
Bel es 


} 
| 
| 
\ 
ing 


in feriptures.1,am in dowe whether that firft [fhall lamér.-® 


_ lies, & horrible prophanatid of gods moft holie worde. 


athe hath giuen of his fede to Moloch, thathe might 


flared,to condemnation to thy con{cience thow 
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Befides the foolifhe rudenes of this exemple ,I won- 
der at your madnes , that you can neuer make difference 
betwexe God and earthly creatures . Dare you fay , that 
God hathno greater power, nor foreknowledge in di- 
recting and appointing his creatures totheir endes, then 
the mother hath to direct, forfe, and appoint the end of 
her chi'd ? aiter that fhe hath born him, fhetknoweth not 
what fhalbe his naturall inclination’ alchogh fhe inftruct 
and correct him, yet can fhe not bow ad expell his croo- 
ked nature: when he is abfent from her prefence , fhe fe- 
eth not his conuerfation . If he be deprehended intheft 
or murther:and fo calt to be hanged, fhe can not(althogh 
fhewold ) delyuer him from he handes of the iudge. 
Butis there any of thefe imperfections in God ? Conti- 
der yet,and let reafon at length put filence vnto your foo 
_ Where of the wordes of Moifes, of Hofeas,lerensie, A 
and Paul, ad of the fact of leroboam, ye go about to pro- nf wer 


ay 
ue, that phrafe in that fenfe,w ye adduce,to be common the § 


| 
yo blynd ignorace, or abhorre & deteft yé abhominable 


Icisimpofsibley ignorace hath fo blynded you all, ¥ 
none of you ca fe ¥ diuerfitie betwextthofemancr of {pe 
aches:God hath fuftered ¥ veflelles ofwrath ordcinedto Exod. 
deftruGtion, &thefe, Pharao thall not heare you,y Many Lent. 18 
woders maybe wroght, &c.Giue not of thy fede to be of- 
ered to Moloch, &¢. Iwill fet myface agaitt a ma,& 
I rout him out, from the mideft ofhis peopie,becaufe 


detyle my Sanctuarie,& prophain my holie Name.And 
fo furth of all the reft.for enclie the place of the Apofile 
after the englifh phrafe and {peach may be rightly tran- The gate 
baptistes 
manife{t corruptor of gods fcriptures,ifinall the places; do 
by the edged there be not this particle , Vt, which is a $7" Y 
caufal,and not the prepofition, {n,which is in the wordes fersptures 
of. S, Paul. And hath malice fo bereft the of know ledge 
| M. itt. | 
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of God.The phrafe of S.Paulcis much more diffe- 
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that thow canft make no difference , betwext thofetwe 
dictions or wordes- TheLord of his mercie preferue his 
Churche fré fo bolde & fo deceattull teachers. It altogi- 
ther thou haddeft bene ignorant , with forow ot heart, | 
could hauc laméted thy toolifhenes: but pererauing ¥ of © 
fer purpofe and malice,willingly to corrupt gods plaine 
{criptures,that thow may blynd the more cafely ,the e1es 


_ ofthe fimple, with grief,ad dolor, I fay, that better it had 
__ bene for the,neuer to hauc benc born, thé thus obftinatly 


to fight agaift gods plaine rrueth.And that in fuch furie, 
that where from the fcriptures,thou canft haue none aflu- 
rance for thy error, yet fothow dareft wreit them, ¥ the 
may femeto ferue thy purpofe . Where fo euer thou ci 
wreft any place,that it may be tranflated by this englithe, 
To,there thow afhameft not to afiirm, v it is the felt fame 
phrafe , with this of S. Paule,veffelies of wrathe prepared 
or ordeined rodeftruction. This is fufficient ro fhewto 
the learned , yea euentofuch , as do but vnderftand the 
firftprinciples of their grammer,thy infidelitic ad crattie 
deceat,in this mater. But becaufe fuch as vnderftand no- 
thing in the latin tongue, can not hattcly efpie thy craft, 
I will trauale ro make it fo fenfible as i can. 


IfI fhould fay, lam appointed to death, to fele the 


puny fhement of finne,and fo to make finne to ceafe:-will 
thow therefor fay , that this particle, To, in the former 
place, where I fay lam appointed to death , and in the fe- 


_ cond place where I fay, to fele the punifhement of finne, 
andro make finne to ceafe,are.all one phrafe, and oghta 

like to be refolued?1 fuppofe thow wilt not. for in the firft 
p'ace,it ca be none other wies refolued but thus, am ap- 


pointed to death that is, Imuft nedes dic: but in the fecdd 
place , two caufes of death be afsigned : for where! fay, 
to felethe punifhement of finne , I vnderftand, thar one 
caufe of death is,that J and all mé may fele, how horrible 
is finne before God:and inthis laft I vnderftad that death 
fo putteth an €d to finne, that after it may nottrooble the 


reat 


| 
| 
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figaificth the final end of the veilels ofwrath , tobe or- 


~ Andinall thefe places:to prouoke the Lord,to anger, to 
defyle my Sanctuarie, to kyndle gods wrath againft I- 


ons fignified to 


man of contention in the hole land 


_ repentance muft bring condemnation . if thow lift replie 
- & alledge that thow ftickeft not fomuch to the termes,as 


_ Truc itis,that nether Pharao did refift Moifes of purpofe 
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rent from all that chow adduceft, then bethefe phrafes 
before alledged,one different frome an orher.for where. 
he faieth , velleiles otf wrath ordeined to dettruétion , he 


demed,and bctore determined in gods eternall counfell. 


rael: to make Ifracl finne , and fuch like, are their acti - 
the caufes of gods anger , gods wrath, Terema.1§ 
and why he reputed his Sanctuarie polluted. Thus thy 
frowardnes caufeth me totrooble the fimple reader. The 
place ofleremic thow malicioufly doett peruerte , for it 
ci be in nowies fotraflared. But what t6guefo euer thow 
doeft follow thow muft fay wo betome, O my mother 
thatthus haft born me, aman thatama anda 


The place of Paule,r. Cor.11.ferueth nothing for Anfwetle 
thy purpofe. tor albeit there be a prepofition , ad, which +p, ¢ 
truely may be tranflated, To, yet that {peach is far dif- 
ferente, from the former fpeach of the Apoftle for where 
he faieth: Eat at home that ye come not togither to con- 
demnation,he doth admonifhthem of the danger , which 
they know not, Wwasthat fuch inordinat, and riatoufe 
banqueting ioy ned with the cdtépt of the poore, without 


to the mater. for in all thefe former fpeaches, man preté - 
ded one thing but an orherthing coheed What caft thow 
thereof conclude? but that gods purpofe, fentence , and 
mynd, is not fubie&t ro mannes purpofe and intention. 


to be plagued, nether did Ieroboam ereét the calues that 
Ifrael fhould be deftroied, but yet becaus God had fo be- 
fore pronounced ineuitably plagues and deftruction did 
follow their inobedience. If hereof ye will conclu- 
de, as ye feme to do , that thofe whofe end is condemna- 
t10, receaue not thatbyy will of 
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that which neither ye haue proved , neither yet go about 

in this place to prouc, I will not trouble my felt, with an- 

{wering for this prefent. But whé ye fhal go about ro pro- 

Anfwerto Uc that God will all men to be faued (as ye aflirme I hope 
the8. by gods grace,to anfwer fufficiently.For as ve doubr not 
but gods iudgemétes are holic,and mott iuit,fo we know 
that the con{cience of the wicked fhall fele in them fel- 
ucs,and no where elles,the caufes of 
Neither yet did any of vs ever hold ,‘Leleue or athrmey 
that any reprobate , fhall haue chat libertic in the beilto 

- guarell with God, of the fecrete caufes of his condemna- 
ti5:for che bookes fhall be opened , and the fecreces ofall 
heartes fhall be reueled. nt og 
To the fuffering, pacience, and forowing ot God,l 


To the 9. 
confufed gradation , and fo I will notcrouble the reader, 
with the repetition of rh¢ fame. The wordes of Icremie w- 
hich ye alledge , can hawe no fich fencence, as ye do ga> 
ther . for he doeth not {peak of any pafsion , that wasid: 
God, as touching his ecernall Godhvad's.bur one!y deern 
appeall to the confcience of the people, bow oit Ged bad 


notonely rebuked , but alfo fiom time to time correéted 


them, cuer calling them torepé-ance,and fufpeding their 
latt panifment, how beir thar they continually from eull 
chap of I- fell backward vnto worfe. And fo at length was God wee 
| oftener to repent:that isto fay,art once he wold powre 
furch his iuft végeaice, which before fo oft he had threat- 
ned. Letthe firft chapter of [faiah be commenzarie ro this 
piace ofle teuft the f II be plaine. For ther¢ he 
w. Pirceand I truft the fencence fhall be plaine. For there 
affirmeth,that in that people there was no hole part, that is 
rested by | | 
allorderand policie was almoft confounded , Ierufalem 


the aduer - 
was inamaner left defolate , by the manifeft plaguesw- 


hich had apprehended it . bur yetthere was norrew con- 
verfion vnto God. And here he faicth , chow Icft me 
(faieth the Lord)and I haue therefor lifted vp myn Lad v- 
ponthe,and haue [eattered the . lam werie inrepenting, 
thatis,tharl haue {pared the fo long . fhall fearcer them 


| with the fan,euen vnto the gates of the carth(thar is to the 
ytter- 
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haue before anfwered, in rhe beginning of this your lait 
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‘their waies. [truity cueri¢e reafonab 


GODS IP RED RI A; 
yrcermolt parte) haue made my people delolate,;and Lha 
ue deitroy ed them : neuertheles they haue notcurned fra_ 
te man will cofider,y 
thole wordes be rather fpoken, to admonifh the people, 
how God by all meanes had prouoked them to repentan- 
ce, then todeclare vnro vs, what nature or pafsions God 


hath in him felf,as ye do. For fo appereth in this your que. 


WA ye fay, that God werieth him [aif uff. rig and forow 
ine forthem, whom he had reprabated before the world: Sarlie T 
think , that thogh ye hitherto viadutfaily fuid fo > je wall, 
from hence fart h fay fo ve more + And fo y¢ end this portion 


with a prayer... Tothe whicltwe antwere in few wordes,, 


that albeit we willnoc take vpon ys, to define,whatafter 
thisfhal your cogitarions be, yer will we not ceafe to pray 
toGod,that your hearces beig humblcdwith greater reue 

rence, ye may noronely think, but alfo fpeak of gods hi¢ 
Matcltie,of his iudgemenis moft holic, moft iutt,and vitq 

terlic in this life incomprehenfible to our dull fenfes. But 

now we go forward to that which foloweth. ’ | 

THE ADVER SABLE. 
Now we declare the faing of S Luke fo many as The 25 

were ordeined vnto life did belewe, where we muSt vaderstand,. 
that «as they that wil] not obey the trueth, are culled inthe The cicht 
ves orieiaed to damnation, as is fufferently prowed before, (0 they 
willing Y réeCedive the ct and coople the word Whe. 
faith, 2 orking by charitie are called, ordeined to life. Where ye ‘. 

0: predestination ts without any condition, | grant pre- 
Gestation to the-verie fre gif. of God, without any coils - 
ton. NotwithStanding , we can not com to life, but by the way 
which leadeth vito life. Ashe which veceaned the one talent of 


2, 


did not wal Ik inthe way appointed by his mas ter , Ins 
tulen* qwastaken from him againe. And as afore by the fre bene- 4 

itt of hrs maSterhe was chofen ynto life , fo now becaufle hedid’ 
not wallcin the way, which leadeth vnto life he ts ordeined to 
amnation. The prodigal fonne is receaued of his father, not for 

his deferuing but of the fre roodnes and benewolence of his father, 

it required ofhim, that he hereafter as an obedient 


i hrs mafler,receaned it ofa fre orfte without hrs deferumng but be- 3 
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fonne which if he did not, the Latter fall [howld be worfe then the 
firft . Predeftination therefor is the mere gifte of God , afore the 


foundation of the world, at the which time nothing could be com 


_manded vnto vs, yea afore we either hane faith, orels by heari 


of the worde we may haue faith, no {piritual comandemét is vine 


ys but whe by hearing we may receiue ith thé is the way of fal 


watio opened vntovs,in W we muft walk,sf we wilbe fawed. And 
yet foloweth it not , we muft walkin the way which leadeth 
vato faluation , Ergo for walking the way of falwation, we are 
chofen and ove . for S.Paul fareth, 1 am giltte to my felfe in 
nothing , but therefor 1 am not iuftified . If alearned Phifician 
feing one in danger of death whom he can and may helpe, offe- 
reth Phifick tothe pactent able to reftore him to his healthe,and 
ther with prefcribed the pacient a diet, now that the phificiongi- 
ueth phifick to the pacient,it cometh onely of his owne goodnes, 
But if the pacient not order him felf according to the pre 
of the Phifition, the phifick [hall not help bim . And thoghe ! 
obferue good di et,yet oght he not to repute the receauing of his 
healthe tohim felf, but to the Phificton . for thogh it lieth in the 
pactentes power to hinder his healthe, yet itis notin his power to 
gine him felfe healthe . So Chrift our Phifition offereth healthfull 
phifick to vs all,and therewith prefcribeth our diet, which if we 
do not obferue the Phifick fhall not awale vs . And thoghe we 0b- 
ferwe it yet orht we not to attribute our healthe to our felwes : but 
to the liberalitie of owr Phifition Christ.which of his mere mer- 
cie hath made vs hole, wherefor to return to our argument ,t 
are ondeined vnto life fo many as will gladly walk in the wa) 
which leadeth ynto life, that is true obedience ,and they do bele- 
ne as $.Luke faieth. 


ER. 

The place of faint Luke which ye ftudie to corrupt 
The place is written in the 13 . chapter of the Aétes of the Apoftles. 
of S. Luke The light whereof is fo clere,that you be neuer able to 
in the 4 - {cure 

éfes. 13. 


ch ap. 


e fame. And therefor I will not fpend muchtym¢ 
in cOfuration of your vanitie. for the fimple tructh oft 

hiftorie fhall difclofe the fame.Paule comming to Antio 
che in Pifidia did vp6 the Sabboth éter in ro the Sinagog’ 
of the Iewes, id therein preached a ferm6 moft profound, 
moft efeétuail , and moft comfortable . In the which 
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by plaine {criptures he proued that the fame Iefuswhich 
was crucified at Ierufalem,was the Melsias promifed,and 
the oncly Sauior of the world. At which do¢trine many 
of the Iewes being offended , and yet fom embrafing the 
fame, Paule the next Sabboth preached to the hole multi-* 


tude of the Iewes and Gentiles atlembled together:But w- 


hen plaine contradiction was made by the Iewes, who did 


blafpheme Chrift Icfis, Paule and Barnabas taking bold- 


nes faid to the Iewes:firft it bchoued to [peake to you the 
word of God , but becaus ye reiect it,and iudge your fel- 
ues va vorthie of the lite cuerlaftig, behold we are turned 
vnto the Gentiles . for fo hath the Lord commanded vs. 
Atwhich wordcs the Gentiles reioyfed, and glorified the 
word of the Lord, and did beleue(faieth the text) fo many 
as were ordeined to the lite euerlaftig. Who is he fo blynd 
that doeth not fe, that in thefe wordes the holie Goft afsi- 

neth the plaine cau fe,why fome do beleue,and others do 

lafpheme, and remaine vnfaithfull ? The caufe why fom 
beleue is,becaus oy are ordeined to the life euerlafting, 


as they that are the fhepe of Chrift Icfus: therefor they hea Ieh 


re,and beleue his voice , the others as they are leftin the 
power of the deuill(as they thar are neuer giuen to Chrift, 
to the éd,that they may receaue life)remaine in blyndnes, 


and foby contradi€tion and blafphemies , declare them 


felues , whofe chilren and generation they are . None of 
vs do,nor yet euer did deny, but that the ele&t of God do 
willingly receaue and obey the trueth , and that the fpirit 
of God fo worketh in their heartes,that not onely they 
belene, but that alfo they are made frurtefull , yea and that 
frome iuttice,they procede to iuftice. But as the hole prai- 
fe of this we giue to God, arrogatig no part of it to our fel 
ues , fo we conftantly affirme that nether faith , neither 
workes, neither yet any qualitie that is, or that God for- 

av,to be in vs,is the caus ofour predeftination or electid 
tolife euerlafting ,as before we haue fufficiently proued. 


Ye are fo inconftit’, now granting predeftinationto To # 


be the freand mere gift of God , without any condition of 
Our workes:and immediatly after afcribing it to our obe- 
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dience and walking in the way, that leadeth to life.In this 
your inconftancie , fay, not tell how to handle you 
One thing I fe,to my great comfort, that the glorie of 


Chrift lefus,is fo maniteft,and the power of his tructh fo 
inuincible, thar he will reigne,in the mideft of his enne- 


mies. The deuilles them felues mutt acknowledge and o- 


penly confefle , that he is Lord , and the onely Son of the 


diuing father:and the aduerfaries of his trueth,euenwhen 


they fight moft outrageoufly againft the fame , are cépel 
led, to giue teftimonie to it,as you do here in diuers pla- 
Ces: as whé ye fay, it foloweth nor, y becaufe we mutt wal- 
kein y way, that Ieadeth to life,that therefor, for walking 
in the way of faluation,we arc chofen (and as you write)ac 
cepted. But becaufe (I fay ) that your inconitancie docth 
itreight carie you to.denial of this,I ci the les credit, that 
this be a trew confefsion proceding from an vnfeined 
heart: but rather that it is the mightie power of the veri- 
tic, which (will ye nill ye ) compelleth your mowthes, t0 
giue witnelsing vpon her part, againit your felues . God 
grant I may be deceaued,in this my iudgement. for himI 
take to record , that [ am no otherwies ennemic to any of 
you ,then in fo far,as ye declare your felucs manifeft en- 
nemics to y fre grace of God, ad to the gloric of y cterhal 
Sone of y eternal father of Chrift lefus our Lord ad onely 


Sauiour. Becaus there inthis your laft part,wl 


haue nor before at large declared in diuer{e places,1 wilo- 
ncly noce thofe thiges in the W we do not aggre with you 
Firft we vic not to call predeftinatid the fre gift of God, 
but we calli: the eternall and immutable cotifell of God, 
in which hehath purpofed tochoofe to lief eucrlafting, 
fuch as pleafed his wifdom in Chrift Iefus his Son. 

Secondly we fay, that ye are neuer able to proue by 
the parable of the talentes, that any reprobate was cholen 
in Chrift,to life cucrlafting. 

Thirdly that. we contract neicher con- 
dition betwext the louing Father , and the prodigal! fon 
13 his admifsion to his former aH , neither do we to 


vnayriiand the parable , asthat the faid fon newly recea- 
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tied to mercie, wold after, of fubbornes, vnthikfully de- 


telt what miferie he futteined, by folowing hisown coun | 
felles , he woldin tymes comming with ail diligence at- | 
tend the counfelles of his father. 


Your mynd is dark tovsand your on obfcure, 5 
' 


where that ye fay before we haue faith , or by hearing of 
the worde,can haue faith no {pirituall commandement is 
giuen vnto vs . andalfo the wordes of faint Paulc,appere 
not to be well applied: for there he entreateth no thing of 
election , but onely affirmeth , that in the difpenfation of 
that minifterie committed to his charge, he knew him felf 
giltic in nothing &c. but becaulethefe be of fmallim- 
portance,I onely put you in remembrance of them. 

Laft your fimilicude betwext your Phifirid offering 
medicin,and prefcribing diet to the patient, who may re- 
ceauc and kepe it,at his pleafure , and fo recouer healthe, 
and preferue his life, orels reiect and break it,and fo pro- 
cure his own deftruction: and betwext Chrift Iefus who 
(fay you) being our Phifition, offereth health full phifike 
vntoysall, 8, therewith prefcribeth our diett , which if 
we do not obferue,the phifike fhall not auale vs &c. This 
fimilitude in one refpect doeth alrogither mifly ke vs.For 

—ittaketh from our foucraign Lord, his chief glorie and ho 
nor. for in nowies can we abyde, that his mightie aoe 
and operation, by his holie {pirit, fhalbe compared to the 
power of any creature. We fay not, we teach nor, nor bele 
uenot , that Chrift Iefus doeth onely offer medicin, and 
prefcribe a diet,as acommon Phifition, leauing the vfing 
and obferuation of it,to our will and power. But we affir- 
me that inthe heartes of his ele€&t he worketh faith, he ope 
neth their cies, he cureth their leprofie,he remoueth,and 
ouercometh their inobedience , yea by violence he pul- 
leth thé furth of the bondage of Sathan,and fo fanétifieth 
them by the power of his holie Spirit, thas they abyde in 
his veritie , according as he hath praied for them, and fo 
continue they veffels of his glorie, for cuer . And herein 
we difsét frd you as afterward more plaincly fhal appere 


a 
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| part from his father. But rather we think , that as he had | | 
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jn difcufsing of this which you thus terme. 
THRE ADV ER SA E. 


The fecond error of the careles by necetsitie. 


The 26 The elect thogh they finne grenoujly yet are they newer owt of 


{edtion. the fanor and electio of God, netther ca they by any meanes finally — 


peri{he. So that Adam when he tran(grefjed,and Dauid commit - 


adulterie and homicide were fusored enen then and beloned 


Reade the of God,ad nener owt of election nether could they be. Againe the 


obate as Saul and lwdas were newer inthe fiwor and election 


aniw:r to re 
ther7.Se fG od , neither could they nor none other reprobate attein vnte 
faluation. AN W.E.&. 
Thetructh ofthis propofition docth nothing excu 
fe your malice, and harered: tor albcit there be no fentéce 
iD it conreined, Ww beig rightly vnderitad,is not 
to gods wordc , yet of what purpofe and mynd ye haue ga 


thered thefe {cnteaces, leauing rhofe that fhould explaine 


the fame, itcafely may appere,by that vennom which ye 
{pew turth againit vs , to makevs odious to all the world 


asherefolowcth, THE ADVERSARIE [| 


| _ The confutation of the fecond error. 
The 27 Here you fe, bow they demde all men into two fortes, one 
fection. eleéled or chofen which by no meanes can peri! he, and the other 
reiected or reprobate before the world, fo that by no meanes, (aa 
they be Rackarhes can the deuill wifhe bis membres to teach mo 
re for the aduancement of his kingdom,then this? what can beim 
uented to prowoke men to line a careles , and libertyne life, more 
then tf they be perfuaded that neither well doing awatleth or ples 
Seth God nor ewill doing doeth hinder vnto [aluatis.this is afmuch 
as tfone[{hould counfell the pacient to refufe all healthfull Phifick 
and good diet and fo wilfully to be the occafion of his own death. 


for if they be ( fay they ) of the elect forte , thogh they do commit 


theft fornicatio,adulterie,murther or any other finne,yet bet 
full fo belowed and fanored of God, that they can not finally pert 


And if they be of the reprobate forte ((ay they) neither repetancer 


amendement of life, abfteining frome euill neither 

Almes nor other good dede can auale. for they be fo hated of God 
before the world, that by no meanes they can obtein his fawor, but 
of mere necefitie,do what they can they muft perifh, fang tt iso 
faseth the natwrall ma. let vs fet the cock on hoope ad let the w 


fyde,let ys eate and drinke, for to morow [hall we die. fo the pee 
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ple fit downe to eat and drink, and then tyfe vp to play, why ma 
flers haue ye no con{cience thus to cafe the people of God to finne, 
(¢ ye not how ye be led with the fame fpirit that Balaam was led 
withall when he counjelled to give oceafion of finne to the people,1 
know ye wil anfwer that lmean not Jo.Mean what ye lift, and 
do what ye can, yet thists the ifjue and frute of your doélri- 
ne, and who fo ener 1s thus corrupt by you , without he repent he 
fhall die the death, but God {hall require lis bloode of your hads~ 
Marke well your difciples how many of them endewore thé felues 
to bring furth the frutes of repentance , how many of the feke for - 
— to crucifie the flefh with the lufts and cocupi/cence thereof. 
How many of the ca we perceane by their conuerfatio, that they 
hawe caftof the old ma, ad put on the new ma, walking fincerely 
_inthetr vocation ad the true feare of G od . but if they accuftom to — 
frequent your congregations , as the papiftes do the maffe, the be 
they fathfull brethren, | hold my peace, of that ye vfe to hane ref © 
pect of perfons preferring the welthie, which if they be liberal tho 
— ghe they be drowned 1n many vices , you vfe to help vp fuch fores — 
with this faying: There ts none during this life that ca be knowe 
tobe in the election, be he nener o-vertuous, nor any owt of the e-~ 
lech be he nener fo vurighteous, after this maner ye do heall thé 
yp, fothat they nede not to indenor them felues to bring furth the — 
frutes of linelie fizth forthe furep toke of their electio they think 
to be, that they be of your congregation. but fateth inthat 
[hall al mé know that ye are my difciples ifyou do what fo ener I 
comad you, ad againe ye [hal know the by their frutes. for a good 
maowt of y treafure of his heart bringeth furth good things yet 
ye fay no ma ca be knowe to be etther in the election or owt of the 
election during this life, and for proofe hereof ye alledge the fay~ 
ing of Paul, the deuil doeth transforme him felf into an Angel of 
liebht.to which I breifly anfwer, that God doeth neuer trasforme 
hi felfinto an Angell of darknes , wherefor fo long asye walkin — 
darknes ye be not of God. But thus ye take the moft (hameful mé 
by the had flatteri ig the, fothat they ca not return frotheir wicked 
nes whereby it appereth that ye be not fent fre God. for ye by your 
lotlrine gine occafis to the people to finne. And the Lord faieth if 
they had bene in m) coufell they had turned my people ,frome their 


euill waies ad wicked imaginations, but fuch lippes, fachletuce, 7 


difciples , fnch mafters . of your chief Apollos be perfecusors 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
on whi the bloode of Seractus crieth a véreace..fo doeth the bload 
of others mo whom | coulde name . but forafinuch as God hath 


partly alredie renenged their bloode and ferwed Jom of their per- 


feenters, with the fame meafure wherewith they mealured too- 
thers, will mike no mentionof them at this tyme.And todecla 
ve thetr wickednes , not to hawe proceded of. and hy- 
mane infirmitie but of indured malice, they haue for a perpetual 
memorte of their crueltie fett furih boo Kes uffirming it tobe 
lawfull to perfecute,and put to death fuch as difjent from themin 
controwerfies of whome they cal blalphemers of God-not- 
with fLinding they, afore they came to autoritie they were of an 
other tudgement and did bethe Jay and write, that no mat oght 
to be perfecuted for hrs confeience [arlz. but now they are not one~ 
ly becom perfecuters , but alfothey hane ciuen , as far aslieth in 
them, the [word into the hades of bloodie tyrantes Be thefe] 
pray you the fhepe whom Chriftfent furth inthe middeft of wol 
wes ?canthe Prepe perfecute the wolf? doth Abel KY Caynidoeth 
Dawid thogh hem: ght)kill Saulifhortly doeth he, which tsborn 
of the fpirit kdl him which is bora after the flefhe ? Mark how 
ye be fallen into moft abbominable tyranny ,and yet ye fe it mt. 
Thas 1 am conftreined eucn of con{cience to write. That fit fhal 
a God to awaik you owt of your drea,that ye may perceane 
ow one error haeth drowned you in mo errors, and hath bro 
you toa flepine fecuritie, that when ye walk ené after the lnftes 
of your heartes thirfting after hloode and perfecuting poore men 
for their confctence fatk,ye be blynded and fe not your felues,but 
fay tufhe, we be prede ftinat what fo ener we do, we are certe we 
ca not fall owt of ‘go's fanor. Awake thercfor and looke what da 
ger ye bein , and bbw by your po:foned doélrine ye infe the 
people of God, and draw them to a fecure,ydle,and careles life. 
ANSWER. | 
The crimes laid to ourcharge in this mater be hay 
nous. For firft we are accufed thar we prouoke men toa ¢a 
reles ad libertine life. So that bv v< the people do nothig, 
bur eate and drink and ryfe vpto play. 
—- That we haue no confcience, but being led withthe 
fpirit of Balaam giue occafion of finne to the people, 


‘That nonc other frute docth enfue our 
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 burlibertie ro finne,for our difciples are cruel murthe- 
ith rers,fubiecttoall iniquitic, refpecting perfonos , and 
0- by our poifoned doéttrine,we infect the 
la people,and pring thé to a fecure,ydle,and careles life. 
Becaufe I wil omit no notable part of your booke | 
all to ouerflippe without.fomereafonable anfwer, Iwilfo- 
be lowe youre ordre,althogh it be coufufed.If you be able — 
ms by plaine fcriptures,to prouc a thirde fort of mé,which 
be elect,nethet yet reprobat, then fhal we learne 
an of you,other wife to deuide. But if God by his firft voi~ 
ht ce pronounced in this mater, made menci6 but of two 
 fedes.and if Chrift Iefus whé he fhal come fhall fet one 
7 army on the right hand,and an other vpon the left 
hand , without mencion made of anie third fort of 
j men , we can not repent , nor yet call back the trueth of 
our do¢trine,albeit that ye in def{pite and furiecry. 
what can the deuil wifbe his membres te teach more fer the aduane 
cement of his kemgdeme then rhis?whas can: be more to prowcke 
mento line a caveles and libertine life,more then sf they be perfuaded 
al that nether wel deing auasleth or pleafeth Ged,nor euil doing hindveth un 
faluacion. and fo forthe ye procede in youre firft accu- 
Ag ft Before I haue required,and yet againe do require 
§ ofGods faithful lieutenants in earth , I meane of law- 
jt ful Magiftrates,who rule in gods feare,whome y¢ vtter- 
¢ ly ftudie to abolifh, and depriue, of them I faie,I hatie 
i required iuftice tobe miniftred betwext vs,and you, 
a withoutre(pectofperfones. 
Let the heauen and earth ( if men wil not) yea 

__ let God and his holie Angelles, in whofe prefence we 
y | walke, beare recorde and witnes how vniuftely and ma- 
1 cioufly ye accufe vs ,that we prouokethe people to a 


: careles & libertine life. If euer it can be proued, by our 
doctrine, or writing , that we affirme, that there is no 
difference betwext vertue and vice , that the one nether. 

Pleafeth God,nether yet the otherd oeth difpleafe him, 


N 


\ 


f 
¥ 
¥ 
% 
> 
4 
¢ 
{ 
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let vs without mercie die the death. But and°ifthe 
hole {cope of oure doGrine tend to the cétrarie , yea if 
| liues & fo euer the deuil docth 
_ .¢ blynde your eyes) be fuch,as they onely may conuié 
your blafphemie. And laft, if elie of citie 
where this doctrine is raught,be fuch in punifhment of 
iniquitie, and that without refpect of perfone, that the 
like iuftice hath neuer bene executed againft open offé 
ders fithence the daies of the Apoftles,in any chriftian 
comen welth . Then can we not ceafe ro defire that’ this 
your former blafphemie may be reuenged vpon yout 
owne heades. 
We do not denie but this is one part of our doétrine, 
that as Gods counfel is immutable, fo is his election 
fure and ftable,infomuche that the elect can not finally 
bereprobated , nether yetthat the reprobat can euet 
become elect nomore then the wheat can become dat 
The doc: HCl or darnel become wheat ,but do we addeno mote 
srine of thenthis? do we teache men to fet cock on hoope,and 
thofetbat {> to let the worlde flide as {coffingly ye write? ordo 
defend we not rather continually affirme , that as God of his 
great mercie,hath called vs to the dignitie of his chil- 
Predefti dren,fo hathe he fan¢tified vs,and appointed vs, to walk 
wate. in purenefie and holines all the daies of our life , that 
_we fhall continually fight againft the luftes and inordi- 
nat affections, that remaine in this our corrupt nature, 
that ifwefinde notthe fpirit of Chrift working inv 
that then we can neuer beaflured of our election? for 
the con{cience of all fuch as with out bridle folowe int- 
quitie,can neuer be aflured of Gods prefent fauour du- 
ring the time that they delite in finne, finally none of 
your anahaptiftical fort, require greater obediéce to be 
iuen vato God , and vato his lawe,then we do, except — 

ut ye put your {collers in vaine efpérance,that by the 
power of their owne free wil , they may at length come 
te perfection as nofinne ftire in them. Bue we 

by the contrarie attributing all tc «he free grace 
ra 
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two Ifay ,doeft thou think to haue come nereft tothe 


ding to his habilitiec to the neceflitie of his .poor 
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God do affirme that continually inthis life ,we mutt, 


conf. elle,chat linne fo remaineth.in Vs, that.cxcept. thar 
God,for Chrift lefus did pard6 the fame, his,wrath 
iuftly fhoulde be kindled againft vs.Let all our writings, 
and the hole fome of our dogtrine beare recerde whe-' 
ther thus we teache or not.And are not thesliues and. 
honeft conuerfation of many thoufands(we praife Ged, 


of his great mercie) profefling tho fame doctrine, able Te ged 


to conuince your malicious. 1mpudencie. haw many hie 
hauc left their countries paffefsions and lands,and 
libertie of their cofciéce onely, do liuea fober.and con, the 
tctible licfthow many haue giue, & daily do giuetheir, m 
liues,&blood,for the reftimonie of Chriftes trueth,and, dalespre 
for that they wil not defile them felues with idolatric?, ueth the 
And yet thou afhameft nor to afk howmany of a 
thécan weperceiue by their conuerfacion,that they ha~ sof ing 
ue caft of na olde man , and put on the new man wal- pode 
king fincerely in their vocacion.fhal not the great mul Miers. 
titude of Chriftes deare martyres , of late in England 7° » 
(thouwilr not fay,that they were all anabaptiftes) the y,, 
Jong pacience of our bretheren in France,and that. cru- gerfari- 
el perfecution of late rifen in Italy, Naples, and Spaine ¢s make 
for Chriftes trueth onely, pur thy venemous tongue 
to filence? | be 


If I flroulde demande cf thee which of the two Paps 


mofte mortifie the flefh, he that for confe1ence fake maffe 


leaucth countrie friends,riches and honours, or he that 

to gape for worldly or yet for any other 
purpofe docth couer him felf with Efaus clothes (Ivfe 14 5 
your owne termes ) and fo denying what he is,wil {we- ne alt 
are, if nedebe , that he is not Iaakob , which of thefe shings co 


forfaking of him felf? Or yet another, whither doth 
hewalke moftfincerely in his vocacion , that living 
vpon his iuft labors is redy tocommunicate,accory | 


bretheren ? or he who loitring in one oF trot- 
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ting from eountric to countrie wolde haue all things 
in cdlmen contrary to the ordre of nature and ool 
cie*6ryerthe third,-which of the two, doeth'moft cru 
cifie thelaftes and ¢oncupifcences of the fieth, he thar 
laicth déwaehis necke even vnder the axe of a eruell 
and: vnitift-Magiftrare , and that alfo when he futfe. 
reth vnrigteoufly: or he that wolde abolifh and de 


- ftroiethe good ordinance of God , all lawful Magiftra- 
tes and Aiftinction in policies. Thar you betheone, 
_and we bethe other of thefe two fortes of men it is eui 


dent yrough.Andvpon whome the crime cleaueth 
and iuftely may be laied, further examination fhal de- 
clare. Nowe comeItothe ordre of that Citie, in the 


_which this doctrine is taught, receiued, and maintei- 
ned.What maketh ¥ citie of Geneua,poore! fay, 


in mans eyes,but riche before God, by the plentiful] a- 
boundice of his heauenlie graces,what maketh it,I fy, 


fo odious to the carnal mé of this worlde?afluredly not 


Anaba 
pesstes 


this doétrine,where with yechargevs. for that coulde 
wel pleafe the carna] mi,to let him liue at his pleafure, 


‘ without all punifhment.Is it not the iuft rigor of iufti- 


ce,and the feueritie of diicipline executed therein , in 
fuch fort,that no manifeft offender, where fo euer he 
hathe cmitted his offence, doeth there efcaip punifh- 
ment? Is not this it, that fo doethoffend, not onely the 
licencious of the worlde? but euen you diffembling 
hypocrites,can not abide,that the fworde of Gods ven> 
ao fhal ftrike the murtherer , the blafphemer , and 
uch others,as God by his worde commandeth to die. 
not fo by yé iudgementes,he muft liue,he may repent. 
And thofe comon welthes, do ye highlie praife, whete 
men may liueas thei lift , be {ubieét to no lawe nor of- 
dre, yeawhere ¥ drunkard and fuch others abhomina 


wold ba ble perfons are permitted, to liue quietly & finde fauot 
w fin pu to efcape punifhmer&fhame.But in y ftretes of 


- 


Geneua dare no notable malefactor more fhew his face 
(all praife and glorie be vnto God)then dare the ¥e 
in che 
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inthe bright funne therefor is it hated. Therefore it is 
called blood thirftie,and thus blafphemoufly ttaduced, 


asafter ye write. | 


Thou fiicit } amongeft vs there is refpect of perfos, 
That we preferre the welthie,which if they be liberal, 
althogh they be drowned in many vices,yet we Victo 
healevp their fores,&e. 

Iam affured Ythy owne confcience docth conui& 
thee ofa malicious liec,in thus writing . for thou canft. 
not be ignorant,whar thé citie of Geneua hathe of laré 
yeres fulteined,for rooting out thofe peftilent perfons, 
who labored to deftroy the Lords vineyard planted in 
the fame. And what was caufe,y fo were coniured 
againft the libertie of Chriftes . The hatered 
wilt chou and they fay ;which they did beare a gainft 
ftrangears. I sade but no iho were then 
in Geneua then were before , when § chief captaines of 
that fa&tion were moft earneft profeflors of the Euan- 
gile(in mouth I meanc).And in yerie dede, if they wol- 

haue labored,to haue expelled the 


had bene enemies to their owne comoditie.for by the 


multitude of ftrigears, their comon welth doth florifh, 

and nonedid receaue fuch benefite of ftrigears,as tho- 

fe that required Chriftes do€trine to be ouerthrowen. 
They were papiftes (thou wile fay )and therefore 


hated y an{were in their defence,y in mouth Geneua 
_ and external profeflion they were not, but alwaies they as fe 
ain, 
But in few words,I wil open the caufe of their con{pira- aaae 
weld 


protefted,y wolde neuer reuolt to papiftric 


cic. Thei were corrupt in manners ,filthie of-life , per 


uerters of iuftice,and {uch finally,as by whome,the blef not fay 
fed worde of God,was f{clandcred and euil {poken by. fr > 
The preachers called for reformacié of mannars, They ye, 


boldely and fharply rebuked, cuen thofe that were in 
highct auctoritie.One of }ichiefeft of ¥ band was excd 
municated,and {o did remaine mo yeres then one. The 
Confiftoire called for iuftice to be executed — pe 
| | 
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nalties to be apointed. for rhe inobedient & opencons 
téners,But no thing coulde preuaile , the mulritudec 
the wicked was fo great , Y in votes and voices they id 
premaiietne {o was y iniquitic of y wicked maitein 
for a log céafon. Which beig confidered,y godlic alwel 
were natiue borne,as alfo the ftrigers, coniulred ypon 
next & fureft remedie,and thar after that ndét onely 
the mofte parteof ftrangers were determined to depart, 
but alfo,y faithfull feruant of Chrift Iefus, had in pu- 
blike {erm6 cémended his flock , with the weping eye 
of many to the protection,and prouidence o 
had publikely pronoiiced,y he wolde be no minifter in 
ychurch where vice coulde not be punifhed, 
to gods worde , where the wicked fhoulde tryupheand 
make lawes at their pleafure. After this confultacion 
it was concluded, that a refonable nombre of ftrangears 
whofe fidelitie & honeft conuerfacion had long bene 
tried and wel knowen, fhoulde be made burgelles , and 
free to haue voice in counfell, & in making ciuil ftatu- 
tes. which being vnderftand the wicked began more ma_ 
nifeftly ro vtter thé felues, they opponed thé feluesto 
the Magiftrates , they plainely/denied y any ftranget$ 
fhouldebe free,they appeled to the greater counfel, W 
being gathered did | uitifie the decree of the Sindiques 
be the chief magiftrates called ).Shortly after did 
hole vennom burft out:for after feafting , and banque- 
ting of all fortes of yillanes,was the con{piracie con- 
cluded and put in ¢xecution.for with one confent they 
inuade vpon the night one of the chief Magiftrates, 
they cried victoire, and triumphe.but God fod.nly re- 
that furie,fo affifting with ourthe arme of mi 
is feruant and liewtenant for that time appointed , in 
thar citie that firft he recoucred the enfigne of his iuft. 
and laivfull office againe,& there after fo put ro fight, 
that rebillious and great multitude , that {ome being, — 
apprehended and comitted to prifon , the reft were dif- 
perfed by the onely power of God. for that is a ching, 
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euident and plaine,that the nombre of the one , did in 
rwentie degrees, furmount the other: This do I write,to 
let the fimple reader vnderftand,althogh thou be blyn- 
ded, what was the original of thetroublewhich Gene- 
ua did after fuffer. .What did the ftrangears , I pray the 
gaine by their libertic ?as touching the worlde, I fay 
nothing,for no yaa ofcomoditiethey lacked before 
which after they did obteine, onely this excepted, that 
in counfel,they fhoulde haue voices,and place to {paa- 
ke,which thing alfo did onelie offend thofe oppretiors. 
of iuftice and mainteiners of iniquitie. for thereby- 
did ny erceiue,that their interprifes fhoulde be bro- 
ken,and that ftatutes fhoulde be made,to reforme the- 
ir infolencie . To procede iuftice being executed with- 
out refpect of vpon thofe that were apprehéded. 
the reft who did efcape to great n6bre,were pronounced 
rebelles . Then began fkirmyfhes vpon ecuerie fide of 
Geneua,victualles were commanded to be cut of, great’ 
threatnings were blowen in the eares of al ¥ godlie,and. 
when thefe coulde not preuaile.then were deuifed prac- 
tife after ptactife , treafon was con{pired,and the enne-. 
mies hoped for poffeflion of the citie.But this being re 
ucled and ¥ practifers punifhed,fathi reaturneth to his 
owne nature again.for after that no intreatmét coulde 


preuaile,open ware was denounced adaie 
was fert that they fhoulde be reftor 


,ad that with great 
fommes of money to be deliuered ynto thé, by reafon 
of their former lofles & iniuries fufteinéd.and this fen. 
tence was pronounced not,by ¥ rebelles onely,but by a 
potent comon welth, and their anciant friendes. Here- 
upon were made,by the rebelles fyres of ioye, Defiance 
was fent, the daic was appointed,that the fiege fhoulde 
beginne,and victuales fhoulde be cut of, efperance nor 
comfort refted none to vs,but God and the meflingers — 


of his worde,which then founded the tripet moft bold. 


ly and moft clearly,promifing eué in our greateft def- 


Peration,the fame glorious deliuerance, which fhortly 


* 


Ne 

of 
‘ 

u 
ycs 

ne 
ete 
Ue 

P 


200 AGAINST ADVERS,. 

. after followed.for God by his power, did mittigat that 
rage,and conuerted the hearts of our auncient alliance, 
go remembre their diéties toward God,and his feruits, 

and fo'ro enter with the citie of Geneua into a newefo- 

cicticand league. Nowe to returne to thee malicious 

{clanderer,if we were {uch as thou doeft accufe vs,to wit, 
| The ad that we put no difference betwext vice and vertue, that 
we futtre the people in a diffolure life,that we refpet¥ 
ne it perfones of the rich,and heale their fores, with ynprof- 
ous faa “ble plaifters,that we onely defire,that all men frequét 
derers of OUT congregation:and that we efteme thar tobe the {u- 
the wu- figne of their election.If thefe faie ,were true , to 
em. what purpofe,did all rhe preachers endanger their liues 

(and that continually by the {pace of rhre yeres) for ob 

teining of difcipline? whey fhoulde many godlie-ftran- 

ears haue rather chofen to haue left that comon welth 
in the which they were, with quietnes permitted to 
liue, as beft femed to rhem, rather then that rhéy wolde 
abide the fight of iniquities ¥daily did increafe ? And 
did the godlie with’ in that citie fo hafard Jibertie 
lite, that rather they had determined to die in de- 
fence of a iuft caufethen that ever any mianifeft enne- 
- mieto God, and vertue fhoulde be admitted to beare 
rule in that comon welthe?If we had bene of that opini- 
on,which moft vilanoufly thou laieft ro our charge, y 

nether vertue pleafeth God,nether yer Pvice difpleaf 
him, had we not bene moft fool:th , and moft mtferable 
of all other creatures?Plaine it is ¥ our power to mines 
iadgemét was nothing cdparable to power of aduer- 
faries:place of refuge was none left ro godlie their af- 
(€bled.And yer let ennemies thé felues witnes againtft 
-vs,if in the leaft one iote,their requeft was granted. yea 
let the place of execution witnes , if'when we loked — 
for noth ing , but for the extremitie to be attempted, if 
more fauor were fhewed to the offenders apprehended, 
then if no fuche trouble had bene feared, or appering- 
Ifthou replich ,that greater offences are ouer fene 
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fuch as fauor our do@trine. I anfwer al] chofe in mouth, 
did fauor ¥ fame Euigil,which we profefle.T ‘ie caufe of 
the ftrife did onely arife,for the puritie of life which 
oght infeperably to be ioyned with y extcrnall proftef- 
fion. I coulde recite mo thé one of rhofe, that femed to 
bethen pillers in Genelia,as touching riches,worldelie 
eftimation,and liberalitie towards thie poor , being alfo 
of ¥ nobre of the ftragears,who for {ulpicion of offences 
were,& remaine to this daie,fome exited {om condéned 
ro perpetuall prefon. for whofe deliverance , and recea- 
uing to the Church againe ,there hath bene offered 
eater fommes, then perchance might intile an ana- 

Bapcit to go the maffe (I wil not fay to bea Papift ) and 
ycthauethey obteincdnothing. , | 

_ Nowbriefly to recite that which I haue laid againft 
thy firft accufatis,if y be nether able to proue by 
trine,nor writings,nether by our owne liues,and couer- 
fations,nether yet by the lacke of iuftice, in that citie 
in which this doctrine is taught,receaued and maintei 
hed,with what face canft chou affirme,that we teach the 
people a careles , and libertine life ? Hathe euer 
man more ftrongly,and more earneftly confuted thofe 
peftilent opinions of the libertines, then hath that ma 


- whome moft ye accufe for this doétrine?Let his nota- 
_bleworke writen againft the libertines, twelue yeres a- 


go,bea teftimonie againft your manifeft malice, 

_. Thus haueT in anfwering to your firft accufation 
anfwered fome whatto other crimes conteined in a 

the foure.Now in anfwering to your fecond,I wil Jabor 

putende to thag which refteth in the 
others | | 

_ Yeaccufevs,that we haue no confcience , to deceaue ante, 
the people of God.for thus ye demand, Wy masters, (I tothe 
know this phrafe of olde } hane coftience, thus te cause the a<cufa- 
People of God to finne Se ye net that 9¢ be led with the fame fpirit that Ba - 
laam was led all, how be counfelled , to giut occafion of firne to the 
breple of Ged,and fo aftre that ye haue cakenall excufe,as 
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e think from vs,ye boldely pronounce your fentenes 
at the blood of {uch as perifh,fhalbe required of our 


Thearethe accufarion verey vchemiently intended: 


but when I {eke for the probation , of euery part, I find 


none,but accufation followeth aecufation.for ftill ye a¢ 
cufe vs, that we are flatrerers of finners., that we take 
wicked men by the hand , that we heale them with this 
faing:there is noge durin thisworlde,¥ can be knowen 


to be inthe election, be he neuer fo vertuous, nor any 


out of the election, be he neuer fo vnrightcous.after 


this mancr(fay you) do we heale them vp, fothat they 


nede not to endeuor them felues to bring furth the fra 


axfwer tes of liuclie faith. Thefel fay,be your accufations,the 
# tbe 3. probation whercof,ve delay fo long, that after ye neuer 


6 


~ monifhing,or in executing iudgemét,we hane vi 


remember it.And fo muft your auctorite ftand in force 
bothe to accufe, and be admitted for witnes. But we 
muft except againit you, for two caufes moft refona- 
ble, firft becaufe ye are our accufers, and our partie ad- 
uerfarie. Secondarely becaus yo are yenemous lief, 
perfons defamed,and blafphemers of God. That yeare 
vennemous and malicious liers , I haue in djuers pla~ 
ces before fufficétly proued,how ye falfifie, and [- 
te the plaine Sctiprures, how ye sade to our wordes,and 
diminifh from them, at your pleafure : and finally how 
that ye inuent,aiid lay crymes to our charge,wihich ys 
be neuer able to proue,as here in this place, ye fhame 
not to affirm , that we heale vp the fores of thofe that 
bedrowned in vices,with fuch wordes,as ye write .We 
haue had offenders in dede amengeft vs,(I mean in the 
cogregations which ye accufe) of diuerfe fortes and di- 
uerfe eftarcs. Let any c6uiét vs y.cther in exhorringat 
any 


fuch perfuafion; or wotdes to ¥ offenders. But if the of | 


_ fender was to be admonifhed or exhorted, if we haue not 


in gods name,exhorted thé to walk as it became ¥ foa- 


nes of light;and if iudgemet was tO he agains 
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ghé,if we haue nor vfed the ruele of gods word, iudgeing 


of the tree,not after the {ecrete election of God, but ac- 
cording to the manifett irurcs, pronoucing that mem- 
bre vaworthietoabyde in the bodie, whofe corruption 
was able to infect the refit of the mébres, Ifthis ordre 
Lfay, be fo ttre:tlic kept amongeft vs that newer fithéce 
the daies of y Apoftles, was it more yprightly kept in 
an congr ation. with wha faces can ye fay fo that we 
a wicked men:by the hand ? that we teach them,that 
they nedenat to brig furthe the frute of a liuely faith? 
ye alledge that Chrift affirmed, that a good man from _ 
the good rreafure of his heart bringeth furth good 
things . And fo do we and do no Iefle affirme, then ye 
do,althogh in an other vnderftanding (as I before haue 
declared ) that we muft obferue the commandement 
of Chrift,ifwe will be knowen to appertein to him. We 
think it no afiured nor certen figne of election ,to be 
ioyned with this,or that cogregation.We kuow that {a- 
tan was once ioyned with y Angelles, ludas with Chrift 
lefus,and many fals brethren,with the company of the 
beft reformed churches and chiefeft Apoftles.but woder 
it is, that ye burden vs with J, in this.one cafe, 
doctrine , which with tootheand nale ye defend 
0 yenot plainely write thatno man is fo elected in 
Chrift Iefus,bur that he may fall & veterly becomea re 
probate? and none is foreprobared,but by repétance he | 
be elected . The plaine contrarie whercofweteach 
mainteine . O fay you, ye mean of the ape thae 
ede fom- 


they are neuer certen «1 an{wer that in verie 


tymes the elect, as touching mannes iudgement, is ly- 


ke in eftate with the reprobate.And againethat fometi 
mes the reprobate do beautifully fhyne in the eyes of 
men for a {pace,as exemples be euident.But yet lam fu 
tethar you be neuer able to proue that we affirme, that 
in this life , no difference may be knowen betwext the 
two. The end of our do@trine,tedeth to this but chiefly 
to proue,¥ ftom clection cometh faith , from a liuelie 
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faith do good workes {pring,in W the ele continuing 
and going forward,not oncly make they their own clee 
tion,fure,as.S.Peter doeth teache,but alfo giuea tefti- 
monic of it to others, before whom their good workes 
do fhyne. And fo by ¥ cotraricfignes and eftectes,we af 
firme that the reprobate do manifeft and veter them 
felues.And fo I fate that wonder it is,that ye burthen vs 
as that we fhoulde atfirme,that no man can be knowen 
ether to be in the election,or our of the election , du- 
ring thislife.But more woder it is that ye atfirme vs to 
~ adduce thefe wordes of S.Paul : The deuil doeth tranf- 
forme him felfe in to an angel of light,for probatié of 
our purpofe.for I,for my owne part do proteft before } 
Lord Fefus,that I neuer did fo vnderftand thar place of 
y Apoftle , nether yet thinke I that any of you be able 
to fhewe,in any of our writings , thofe wordes adduced 
‘for probation of that purpofe. ee 
| Trewe it is that I hauc long vnderftand,and to this 
houre do vnderftand,that by thofe wordes,wolde the A- 
poftle admonifh the Corinthiis, and all others that fo- 
dély they fhould not receaue,and beleue everie perfon, 
& doctrine thar offereth it felfe,vnder err of iufti- 
_ce,and of trueth:but that diligently we fhoulde trie the 
{pirites from whence they arc &whether they come,fro 
God,or not.for if the deuil the great angel of darkenes 
enemie to mankind , and father to all tals prophetes, 
can yet fo tranfforme him felf,chat for a time his im 
pofe and inrent are not fene, but that vnder the c oke 
of amirie and loue,he {eketh deftruétion as in temp 
ting the woman, docth plainly appere, how much mo- 
re can his feruats and foldiors, being deceitful workers 
tranfforme them into } Apoftles of Chrift,pretending 
at the firft entre,nothing bur loue and iuftice , nothing 
but gods glorie,nothing bur mortification of the ficth, 
and fuch like,moft beautiful pretences , alchogh. that 
yettheferhigs be moft farre their heartes.Thus 
I fay dol, with me,I am aflured who {0 cuer 
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do wey the purpofe of the Apoftle,in that place, vnder- 
ftand that fentéce,and do not as ye falflywrite,alledge it 
to prouc,that no man canbe knowen to be ether in the 
election,or out of the ele€tion life. It may 
be,that we haue faied and writen, (as the trueth is) that 
no man coulde haue knowé,by the good workes of that 
happie thief hanged with Chrift,that he had bene gods 


elett,before that in that anguiflie, fo inftatly he began 


to defend Chriftes innocencie, fo fharpely torebuke ¥ 
other being a blafphemer: and humbly to fubmit him 


felf,and praie, thar Chriit wolde remembre him, when Luke 23 
- thathecameinto his kingdome: And contrarie wife 


that none coulde haue defined by the euil workes of Iu 
das,before his trefonable defection, from Chritt Iefus, 
which was bur fewe daies before his death , that he had 
pofezhowe can-ye hereby proue,that we are the fonnes 
of darkenes,thar we take the moft fhameful men by the 
hand, flattering them fo,that they cannot returne from 
their wickednes, and fo by our doctrine giue cccafion 


offinneto ¥ peopledeclaring our felues thereby , not 


to befent of God,&c. | 

_ Are yeable to proue,that we teache the people,not to 
conuert from their finnes,and wicked imaginations,to 
to ¥ laft houre of their departure ? do we promife to all 


theues and murtherers the fame graceand fauor,y Da 


uid,Peter,and this thief founde?] truft thy own edfcien the 7 


ce knoweth the contraric « Permit or fuffer we(be th 

neucr fo hic)manifeft offenders to liue amégeft vs, af- 
ter their owne appetites?And yet afhameft thou not im 
pudencly thus to writ: Bus lippes fuchletoufe difciples 


Such mafters for your chief Appollos be perfecuters , on whem the blood 


x crieth a vengeance, Se dogth the bleed of ethers mo, wheme 
I could name But for afmuch as God bath partely alredie renenged their 
bleed and ferued fome of therr perfecuters with rhe fame meafure where 


they meafured to I wil make no méecion of them at this time. 


Blefled beGod the father of our Lord Iefus Chrift 
who fo reueleth the things,that lie in {eeret , that hy- 


bene y reprobate.And what ferueth this for your pur- Te the 6 
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pocrites at length,how foeuer they diflemble for atime 
are compelled to notific, & bewray them felues. Befo- 
Tero fome it pipe hauc appeared , that the zeale of 
ods glorie,the Joue of vertue,the hatered of viceand 
the Eiscion of the people,whom by vs, ye iudged to 


to fuch vehemeécie (as be mé zelous& feruent) n0 
kyndof accufation was thoght by you fufficéit,to make 
vs odious,vnto y people,lies againit ys 1mag ined ,were 
not oncly tolerable, but allo laudable & holic,fcriptu, 
tes/by you willingly,and wittingly corrupted, did terug 
to defend gods iuttice,and his gloriew we by ourdoc- 
trine oppugae & improuc.But thefe your laft wordesdo 
bewrey the marer,that in what focuer faces you lift raf 
forme your felues , your dad wil appere to procede 
Thisim from another fountainc,then from any of thetewhich 
preweth ve prevende,and I before haue sah 

Othedeath of Scructus your deare brother for who- 
fea fe deliucrace your chapion Caftalio folénely did pe 
that fay With whom,if once ye coulde haue {poken , that king- 
dcme,which ye hope for, had begonneto be enlarged, 
for ther his blood I {aie , with the blood of others, I thinke ye 


pure 


heard cance in your cares, & heartes, that none other caule 
wien do you fe of fliedding of y blood of thofe moft caftat 
former martytes of Chrift lefus, Thomas Crammer, Nicholas 


aa. Bradfurth,and of others mo,But that God partly 


prophetefle,vpon their perfecuters,and hath ferued thé 
eth the with the fame meafure,with the which they ferued o- 


appeale to the iudgement, of all chofe that fear 


ving of GOd,what is thy iudgement, and the iudgement of ra 

Them. faction,of that glorious Gofpel of Chrift Iefus , whic 

Cramer of late, hath bene fupprefled in Englod,what is thy iud 

ooment of thofe moft valiit foldiars and moft happi¢ 

manyres of Chrift lefus, vpon whom,6 blafphemous 
Suk Mo 
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beblinded and decciued,had caried you hedlonges in- 


fe are ” meane of your propheteticIone of kent,docrieaven . 


£74 R edley,Hugh latimer,lohn 


werjare Tcuenged their blood ,¥ is of your great prophet 
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tentes, and fubitance in the fame conteined , did the 


bear teftimonie againft vs . Nowrefteth to be proued, 


Salomon affirmeth , char, he chat iuftificth the wicked Prev 
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mouth thou {aieft,God hathe taken vengeance, which 
is an horrible sag TT in the cares of all the god- 
Jie, [wil not_now fomuch labor to confure by thy pen, 
as that my ful a is to lay the fame to thy charge 
if I fhal the in any comon welth where iuiti- 
ce againit blefphemers may be miniftred,as gods word 
requireth.And hereof 1 giue the warning , left that af- 
ter thou fhalr complein,that vnder the cloke of friend- 
fhip,I haue deceiued the. Thy manifeft defection from 
God,and this thy open blafphemie,{poken againft his 
erernall rrueth and againtft fich as moftconfiantly did | 
futter,for tettimonie of the fame, haue fo broken and 
defolued all familiaritie,which hathe bene betwext vs, 
that alckhogh thou were my natural brother 1 durft not 
conceale hy iniquitie, in this cafe. 

‘But nowto the mater. I haue before proued you ma- 
licious,and vennemous liers, & therefor ynworthie to 


that ye are blafphemers of God, and perfones defamed. 


and he thar condemneth the innocent, arealike abomi — 
ble before God . Which fentence is not to be vnderftid | 
of iudges onelie,but is to be referred to cucrie man:for 
of eucric one doth God require,that he hate,and in his 
heart and mouth condemne, that which God him felf 
hath c6demned:and alfo that he allow, and iuftifie, that 
which God pronoiccth iuft, lawfull , and holie. And if 
the contrarie be founde euen in a multitude, God doth 
not onelie punifhe the chief offenders , but alfo vpon 
their fauorers,mainteiners , and iuftifiers, doth he co- 
monly powre the fame plagues and vengeance.A nd he- 
reof is rare, and punifhment taken vpon 
Dathan and Abiram, futficient proofe,forthey ioyned * 
with Corah , were the authors of the cont piracie raifed 
Moifes and Aaron. But did they alone fuftein 
the végeance? No but their houfholds,children,wyues, 
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earth in a moment deuore,and {wallow vp.And why?be 
 caufe they did iuftifie the caufe of thofe wicked,and in 
fo far in as in them lay did maintein the fame.No 
man I truft will deny , but chat he who killeth an inno- 
cét mi,is a murtherer, althogh it be vader the cloke of 
iuflice. But that he,who hauing JawruH auctoritie to 
kiil,and yet fuffereth the murtherer to liuc,is 2 murthe 
rer,in this perchance {om men may doubt.’ But ifthe 
law of God bediligently fearched , this doubs fhall ea 
{ely be refolued. For it will witnes, that no les oght the 
murtherer,the blafpemer,and fuch other to fufter the 


death, then that the mecke and the fearer of God fhould | 


be defended.A nd alfo that fuch as maintein and defend 
the one,areno les criminal before God,then thofe that 
oppreile the others . One example I will adduce for al 
King, God gaue in tothe handes of Achab,Benhadad king of 
King, 
 Syria,who was great encmic to If{racl,whom he vponeet 
ten céditions oFamitie fent home to his countrie. But 
what fentence was prononunced aginftAchab?T hus fai- 
eth y cternall, becaus thow haft Iet go oute of thy han- 
des a man, whom I appointed to die, thy foule (chatis 
thy lief,fhaibe in the place of his life,and thy people in 
y place of his people.Now to you iuftifiers of Seruetus. 
eruetus was an blafphemer 2gainft God, 
2nd you are iuftifers of Seructus. Therefor ye are blaf- 
hat pre Phemers before God, like abominable as he was. The 
the Maior Lintend fhortly to proue, fo far as hhalbe fuiti- 
aduerfa ciét at this tyme. The minor yedo not denie for fome 
es, fom by bookes, and ali by your tégues, 
doiuftifie his caufe, and the conclufion is infallibly ga- 
mers as theted of the former wordes of the holie Goft. . 
wa Ser Yewill not eafely admitt that Seructus be conuicted 
of blafphemie.for if fo be, ye muft be cdpelled to.con- 
— fefle (except that ye will refufe God.) that the fentence. 
ef death executed againft him, was not crueltie,nether 
yet thatthe iudges,who iuitly pronoynced that fenten- 
ce,were muitherers nor perfecuters: but that thisd 


was 
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wasthe execution of gods iudgement,and they the true 
and faithfall feruanres of God, who when no other re- 
medic was foiide , did take away iniquitie from amone 
geft them .That God hath appointed death by his law 
without mercie to be executed vpon the blafphemers, 
is evident, by that which is written Leuiticus 24. But 
what blofphemic issmay fome perchance dout.Ifrighte- 
oufly we Ga! contider & wey the fcriptures, we fhal tynd 


y to {peak bafphemie or to blafphemeGod,is not onely _ 


ro denie,that there is a God,but that alfo it is,laghtly to 
efieme the power of the eternal Gad,to haue,or to fpar- 
fe abrode, of his maieftie {uch opinions as may make 
hisGodhead to be douted of. To apart fro y true hono- 
ring , & religion of God ,to the imagination of mans’ 
inuentions.Obfinatly to mainrein,.and defend doétri- 

ne & diabolicall opinions,plainely repugning to Gods 

tructh. To iudge thofe 


naly to perfecute the trueth of God, and the membres 
of Chrittes bodie, 


Of the irft and fecond fort,both was Sennacherib, | 


and proud Rabiafes,who comparing God with the Ido- 
les of the Gentiles, did not onely lightly cftcme his 


Leu.24, 


3 


inges, which God iudgeth ¢ 


neceflaric for our faluation,not to be neceflarie.And fi- ¢ 


godly power.but alfo fo,far as in thé was, ftudied to take 


out of the heartes of the Ifraclites, all right and perfect 
opinion of God. At whom the Prophet in the perfon of 
God.demandeth this quefti6,whom haft y blafphemed; 

Ofthe third fort were borhe Ifra¢l and Iuda,decli- 
ning to idolatrie againft Gods exprefle commandemét 
whom the Prophetes fo often do affirme to blafpheme 
the holy one of Ifrael . Becaufe, faieth Mfaiah they haue 
repudiated,the Lawe of rhe Lord of hoftes,and the wor-_ 
de of the holie one of Ifrael,contumelioufly haue they 
blafphemned. And Ezechiel, after that he hath moft 
ly rebuked the Ifraelites fer their idolatrie, he addeth: 
yetinthis your fathers haue blafphemed me, thogh 
they had befure gricuoufly tranfgrefled again me for 


¥ 
- 
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when Thad broght them into the land,forthe which £ 
lifted vp my had to giue it thé, they fawe cuery hic hil] 
and all the thicke trees,and they offered theretheir fa- 
crifices,and there they prefented their offering,&c. 
Of che fourth fort were Hy meneus,and Alexandet, 
whom Paul pe tothe deuil,that they fhoulde Icarne 
Of the fift fort,were the multitude of the Iqves, who 
iudged , and tothis day do iudge the death of Chrift 
Tefus,his bleiled ordinance,the publike preaching of 
his Euangil, and the adminiftration of his Sacrements, 
to be nothing neceflaric to our faluation. | 
And of the laft, docth nor Paul denie him felf, to 
hane benca blafphemer,and a perfecuter before his 06 
ucrfion. 
Now,if1 thal plainely proue the moft parte,yea all 
thefe(except,ye will fay, he fhed no mans blood )ro ha- 
we bene in your great prophete Seruct®,yea yet to he in 
ou all of rhe Anabaprifticall fort, hauc I not fufficient- 
y proued both him,and you blafphemers:? 

Albeit I be more nere of his, and your counfel thé 
any of you doeth knowe or fufpect , yet wil I not veter, 
at this prefent,all rhar I can, but wil abiderill fucho- 
portunitie,as God fhal offer vnto me,to norifie his,and 
your poifon tothe Church of God, that of the fame, 
the godlic may be ware. 

For this ptefent,I fay firft, chat Seruetus,whom you 
{tifie ,did maintein, and by worde and writing , difpet- 
fed abrode wicked,and moft deuilifhe opinions ofGod, 
which might not onely mzke his Godhead to be di!pi- 
fed,but alfo called in doubt,and queftion. He iudged 
thofe things nothing neceflarie to faluation, wChritt 
hathe commanded and ordeined.And laft,that impug- 
The b'4f ning the trucreligio, he did moft obftinatly maintein 
a his diabolical errors , & did refift the plaine tructh to 
ef Serug Ath. His erroneous opinids of God & of his eternal 
tm. Godhead were thefe . Whofocuer beleueth any 
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in the effence of God, hath not God, but god- 
des imagined,and elufion of deuils. 
That Chrift is the Sonne of God, onely in fo far as: 2 
he is be gotten of God, in the wombe ofthe virgin,and 
that not onely by the power of the holy Spirit , but be- 
caufe that God begat him of his owne fubftance.' ° ; 
That worde ofGod defcendi the heaven): be 
is now the Heth of Chrift,fo the fieth of Chrift,is from the dese 


of the Godhead,the ficth of God,godlic,and heauenli¢,, 
as itthat is begotten ofthe fubitanceofGod. 
That the foule of Chrift is God , and thatthe flefh ¢ 
of Chrift 1s God,and that afwel the fefhasthefoulewe- ~ 
reintheverie fubftance of the Godhead from all e¢- 
ternitie. That God is the father of the holieGoft. 5. 
That Chrift hauing the participation of the God - sai 8 
head or of God, and participacion of man, may not be 
called a creature,but one thatdoth participat with crea 
tures. 
As the worde defcended into the ficth of Chrift,fo ral ad- 


did the holie Goftdefcend into the foules of the A- — 


pottles. 
That Chrift fo long as he was conuerfant in the Vil ee 


ficth reccaued not the new {pirit, which he was to recea- gy légth. 
ueafter his refurrection. 

_ Thatinall men fromthe beginning,is in rafted | 
the {pirit of the Godhead,euen by the breath of God,& 15 
yet may the fpirit,by the which we be illuminated, be The pre 
extinguifhed. fent er- 
That the fubitanciall Godhead is in all creatures .. That 77 of 
the foule of man,alrhogh it be not God, it is made God 
by the {pirit,which is God him felf. lis 

Thatthe fouleis made mortall by finne, cuen as 
the Acth is mortal , not chat the foulereturneth to no- 

thig.as nether doth the ficth,bur that it dyeth whe that 

itis depriued of liuelie actions. And that it is hol- 12 
den in hel languifhing,as that ic fhould pee liue 


the heauen.turther that bodie | is | 
rites 


: 


but thefe that be regenerated haue another foule.then. 
that they had before: becaufe of the fubftance which is 
renewed, & forthe godhead which isioyned. 
3 "That a like it is to baptife an infant as to baptifean 
afieoraftone, | 
Thatthere is no mortale finne committed, before 
‘the age of twentic yeares. 
“Thefel haue thoght fufficient to produce at this 
{Lent jto ler the reader vnderftand,that it is not without 
 eaufethar I fay,that Seructus,whom ye iuttifie is a blaf- 
 phemer.I haue omitted things more horrible , & grie- 
uous,to auoid the offence of god !1e readers.which fodi 
am not minded to manifeft,except y I thal vnderftid 
_ that your vennemous tongues be ole ftayed by thefe. 
Fappeale to the co{ciéce of Caftalio him felf, if in eue- 
rie one of thefe former propofitions,which concerne y 
Godhead, there be not conteined horrible blafphemie. 
For what is more blafphemous , then to affirme, that 
fuch as beleue in the Godhead , three diftingt perfons, 
haue no true God,but the illufion of the deuilles. That 
Chrift Iefus,is not the eternal fon,of the ecernal father, 
that there is no diftinétion betwext the father and the 
Sonne,bur in imagination onely . That Chrift hath.no 
participation of mans nature, but that his feth is from 
eauen,yea that it 1s the feth of the Godhead . That im 
Stockes,ftones and all creatures,is the fubftanriall God- 
head. If thefe(I fare)be not blafphemics worthie of ten 
thoufand ¢-athes,e{pecially being obftinatly maintei- 
ned againit all holfom admonition ? Jet all thofe that 
feare God iudge:yca euen you your felues,how furious — 
shat euer ye be,iudge in the mater, eué as ye wil anfwer 
before the throne of y Lord Iefus.Thar cétemprevully 
he {pake of baprifing of the childré, of § publyke prea- 
ching of the Euangilland of the admuniftration of the 
Lordes fupper , that haue you common wW him.for this 
48 your glorie,and toall your fcolers,,, that 
thefe things be nothing neceflarie to faluation, on 


m 


‘ 
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moft ftreitly ye inhibit all of your fect to frequent any 
cogregatio,but your own.And whether this be blafphe- 
mic of your parte,or not,to affirme thofle thigs nothi 


-neceflarie, which Chrift Iefus hath eftabliflied,and com- 


manded to be vied inremembrance of him,to his a- 


gaine comming ,I am content that :udgement be re- 


terred euen to thofe rhat be moft indifterent betwext vs 


and you. 


To fuperfede the reft of your blafphemies I return 


to your booke,becaufe that alter I purpofeto {peake of | 


your holie conuerfation,and of the great perfection ,¥ 
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is founde in you. | Te that 
Ye accufe vs that we haue writren bookes ina per- whichre 
petuall memorie; of cur crueltic , affirming it to be 


lawful ro put to death {uch as ditlent fiom vs in religa- 


on, Notwith ftanding,that fome of vs were of an o- 


ther mynd before they came to auctoritic. and further 


that we haue giuen the {worde in to the hades of bloo- 
dietyranneé. | 

by vs.for your matter BeJlius atfirmeth, that lawfull ie 
1s not,to the ciuil magiftrat, rovfe the fworde againft 
heretikes.To whome that godlie learned mi Theodo- 
rus Beza hath anfwered.In which if you or your mafter 


thinke not your felues fully anfwered , ye may put Sees | 
wer 


tothe paper;when you lift, looking to receaue an 
With conuenient expidicion. | Iohn Caluin hath be- 


fides commuted to writing,the examination of Serue- 


tus,and the caufe of his miferable death,which bookes 
albeit to you,they be a perpetual memorie of crueltie, 


yet I haue good hope,thar ro our pofteritie, they fhalbe 


‘Profitable (as now rovs,be the godlic labors of thofe, 


that before vs haue foghten the fame battel againft 
the obftinate heretikes ) | And further feing bothe 
you, and we, muft abydethe fentence of one wages 
wecan not greatlye feare the preiudice of your face 
tion, | 

O.iii, 


Trew it 1s that bookes are written, bothe by you & — 
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 Whefeyeatke if thefe be thepe , which Chrift feat 

To the futth in the middes of wolues, And if the fhepe can per 

quefiim fecute the wolues,and I demand for an{wer whether Mo 

anfwe- {es was afhepe or a wolf,& wether that fearefull flaugh- 

red ‘9 @ ter executed vpon idolaters without refpect of perfons 

" was not as great a perfecution,as the burning of Serue- 

tus,and loan of kent.To me it appereth greater. forto 

them was granted no place of repentance,no admoniti- 

on was giuen vnto them, but with out further delay or 

veftion,was the brother commanded to kill the bro- 
ther,yea the father not to {pare the fonne.I think vere- 

if iudgement fhoulde be referred vnto you, 

at then fhoulde Moifes and the tribe of Leui be iud- 

ged wolues,fentto devore innocent fhepe. But becaufe 

we knowe whatGod hath allowed,we § les feare ¥ iudge- 

mét of man.If ye claime any priviledge by the coming 

of the L.ord Iefus,him felf wil anfwer that he is not co- 

me to break hor deftroy the Law of his heauélie father. 

Where further ye afk if Abel did kill Cayn or Da- 

Saul.or he is born of the f{pirit, did kill him 

which is borne of the flefh:l an{wer,if your queftion be 

of Abel, Dauid and Ifaak,in their propet perfons , that 
“Hewen Of them did kill any of thefe fore named . Bur if 

abaprift thereof ye inferreno more, is it lawful for any of gods 

sesabufe Cledct,to kill any man,for his confeience fake. I aniwer, 

she na- that if ynderthemame of con{cience ye include what 

me of foeuer femeth good in your owne eyes,that then yeaf- 

| we’ Armea great abiurditie, manifeftly repugning afwel to 

| ods lawe,as to the examples of God hath 

| ieghly praifed, inhis holic Scriptures. But becaufecd 

| tinually yeclaime to your con{cience,to remoue from 

you that vainecouerture.! afk ifthe murtherer,adulte- 

¥er,orany other malefaftor,fhoulde be exempted from 

punifhmet of § law, althogh healledge , that hedid all 

thig of cofciéce? I truft ye wil cofefle,thar he oght to be 

mocked, ¥ wil claime the patrocinie of céfcience,when 


that he doth p! ainely offend againit gods wal peut: é 
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And why will ye not grant afinuch inthis mater,which 
now ftandeth in contrauerfie ? becaufe (fay you) exter- 
nall crimes haue no afiinirie with maters of religion. 
for ¥ conicience of euerie man is nota like perfuaded 


in ¥ feruice and honoring of God,nether yet in fuch cO Sinfring 


trouerfics as gods worde hath not plainely decided.but 


I afk ifthat bea iuft excufe,why pernicious errors fhall 
be obftinatly detended, ether yet that gods eftablifhed fies. 
religion fhall be contemptcoufly difpiicd? To make ¥ 

mater more plaine , Ifracl and Iudah were not bothe of 


one minde, inthe honoring of God , after tenne 


Tribes departed fro the houfholde of Dauid , yea luda » 
in the felt was often corrupted, with pe/tilent idolatrie,. 
infomuch thatthe fathers did otter their children to 
Moloch.which Iam aflured they did not without fonie | 
zeale,w they thoght tobe good co{cience.But not with- 
ftanding thofe controuerties,diuers opinids,and forged 
con{ciences at their own appetites , Helias did kill the 
prieftes of Baal. & was he borne I prayyouof y flefh 
was henot rather regenerated by gods holie {pirat ? 
fias did kill all ¥ prieftes of the hie places, & did burne 
més bones vpo their alrars,and was Ibefech you bro * 
ther ro Cayn , orrather fellow heire of the Kingdom ** 
promifed withAbel.But that he was gods moft faithful 
King, .fter Dauid,] truft ye wil not denie,excep: that ye 
wil fay as before,boldly ve haue ath med of other, that 
God reuenged blood with blood , in that he fuftered 
him to fal in battel. Bur ¥ Spirit of God {peaking in the 
prophet Icremie,is more mylde of iudgement, for he. 
abfolueth him ,and doeth affirme that he was taken 
away for'the finnes of the people.Cofider thele things, 
and conuiét ye can by fcriptures. 
We fay the man is not perf cuted , for his con- 
{cience, that declining from God , blafpheming his 
Maicftic,and cétemning his religion obftinatly defen- 
deth erroncous & fals doftrine. This mi I fay lawfully 


conuicted ifhe fuffer thedeath, pronounced by a lawful 
Ou 
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Magiftrate,is not perfecuted (as in ¥ name of Seruerus. 
yefurioufly complein ). but he futtereth punifhement 


according to gods comandemient pronounced in 
To put end to thefe your calumnics forthis time, 
Ta wo th ings I wolde require of you. Firft,thar thus 
Confeien foolifhly ye abufe not the name of confcience, which 
ce muss YOU fay conftreineth you to write, tothe thatye 
beflayed might awake vs out of our dreames. Confcicace for af- 
vpogeds furance of rhefelf,in weldoing, muft haue a teitimonie 
* ofgods plaine wil reueled . which ye fhal not fynd to 
be your aflurance,that fo od ioufly ye may accufe vs of 
thofecrimes, whereof ye be neuer able to conuict vs, — 
The fecond is,that by plaine {criprures, and {ol- 
lid reafons ye ftudie toconfute our doctrine ,and not 
by raging wordes {poken as it were,by men in a frenne- 
fie.you fhai neuer be able to proue, ether that our doc- 

trine is poyfoned,ether yet that we drawe the peopleto 
2 fecure ydle,and careleslicf. Bieiled be God y father 
of our Lord Iefus Chrift who of his mere mercie hath 
caufed our doctrine,fomwhat to fructifie,our good ho- 
pe is,that with vs,and his aficted Church, he wil con- 
tinue his fatherlie fauor,in fuch forte , that from ryme 
totyme,hewil leauedocumentes,to aeges following, 
y his heauély doctrine is not fent ia vaine.To him be 
glorie foreuer.Now to y that followeth in your booke. 


THE ADVERSARIE: 

The Now te that which ye (ay,that Adam,and Dauid euen in comvnit 
28. fe- ef Tdolatrie homicideall kind of wickednes,theybe fill in gods fa- 
ion Ow kel pray you how the faying of the prophet Zacharie is verified 
M you fatth he, ye gricue the Lord that ye fay, They thas'de eul 
are good in the ficht of Gad, and [uch pleaft tim,can there be any 

thing mare manifefily fp-ken agam your errur , and truelye ut femeth 
T Yo me shat ye wild intyce tue people by this do€trine to finne, for if the 
2 lofé mot the faxor of God by inne nether the repobate forafmuch, 
3 “ve fay mener were nor can be fauor ,fo that they can nos lefe 

that Which they hawe net . who nedeth to feare then to lof the 
4 fewer of God by fine. It 13 ne matter then What we do, but ce’> 
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fr arie te your doltrine, Wwe be taught by the holie Gof in the worde thas 
Godhateth all workes of imguitie,and he that tommntteth finne u of the 
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deul And deeth God fauorthem that be membres of the deutl ‘Paul 


facth no unclean perfon harhe any inheritance in the kingdome of Chrift 
ant God,the was Ada, whe he tranfcrefftd not of the Kingdome efged 
for be was an vnclean perfon defiled with finne If he was not of the king- 
dome of God, tht was he of the kingdé of the deutl,& fo was he cut ofthe 


election. ewen as Adam did the Lord, fo haue they broken my coue- Ofe 


nant and [et me at naught . If Adam in breking toe Lordes conenant, 
fettingG naught, Wag be'oued of Gotti em may we fay with the 
wicked as it writen. [tits but loft labor to feruethe Lord what prefis 
_haue we for he ping hu commande ments Therefore may We fay that the 
proude are bappie and that they which deale wiih Unga are fet Up 
Such a haue ye carcles Lbertins as your doctrine wel declareth. gad 
mot Ged threaten Adam,that in what daye [0 exer he boul de eat of the 
frute, he fLoulde dye death.not onely corporal but alfoercrmad. They 
Which jorfake the co ments of God forfa!-¢ God Lim the “Pro 
phetes faye ib they are not the Lords for they haue forfaken 
him, Wherefore Adam when he forfoke God was not the Lords but the 
ferwant of death and finne to whom foeuer ye commit your felues as fer- 


wants te Pawl bis feruants ye are,to whom ye obey, Whether 


at be of finne vato death, er obedience unto rightevufner. And againe if 
any man haue not the Sparit ef Christ, uw none of nether 
Ada nor Daud were led by the fp:rit of Cbrift, when they finned for the 
fpirit of Chri ft dwelleth not infuch as forfake bim,& obey the Grex- 
ceptChrift faith the Apoftel dwelin you ye are caft away,then Ada & 
‘Dawid were caft awaies that  reprobates whe they finned for nether wea 
re theyan( hrift nor Cbrift in the sm who the ele clio of God was Cru but to 
whatpurpefe Loulde I thus contéd ¥. ith you that Aza did fale out of the 
electro feng in ye agre mot your felue: for your cagregatia which wat 
Ceneua in the confeffion of their fay that of the loft formes of Ada 


Gedelected fom to life and the reft be refufed. Ether improue their beicfe 


orels confe/Je with them that all the children of Adam were loft by traf- 
grefson. they were loft ,then were they out of the elestion with fa- 
ther Adam frow the ute the promes was made Therejore 
faiethPaul damnation came of fiune unto condemuatia @ in an other 
place like as by Adam all dye.exen [0 by Chrift fal all be made aline, 
Here decth the Apoftles witnes plarnely, that we all by Adam do 
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faseth he phat beleuerh not ss alredte condemnedand the wrath of 


Ged absdeth enhim Then were Adam and Dausd and all wor- 
hers of iM Oui tie jor that tym that rhey fi nncd abvedie comdemned beir 
void of faith And coulde be in the fate of condemnation ele 
bor’ together: Harken what followeth andthe wrath ef God abidet/ on 
as Adam frem the traufgreffion unte the promes felt the force of he 
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‘wrathefGod, Thus we fe.that Adam and Danid and all ether wil 
13 they finned they be out of the loue and faner and eledtion of Ged vate 
they repent, and be boree a new. for other wifé can they neuer enter me 
14 the kingdome of heaven. Agaim,S lohn faith .ye that m 
are hath.eternal lief absding him, Dausd Was mankiller, wherefor 
IS he had net eternal lief abiding in nm.But during the time of bin Wicked 
nes be was the childe of death,as the Propher Nathan fhewed um, De 


16 uid sudgement againfi himfelf, without faith it can net be 


that any man foeulde pleafé God, Adam,and Daud when they 
they were Without faith , then pleafed they not God Lf they pleafed om 

not they difpleafed bim fo that they were fallen from the lone, and faut 
| 


God 
ANSWER. 
Albeit that I perceaue  cther doeth foim 
pede you, orels that malice doeth fo blynd yous ne- 
ther ye wil nor can vnderftand y which in ¢ felf1s moft 
{enfible & plaine,I wil neuer theles yet once againe re- 
pete,thatw before I haue faid to the éd, that we may gi- 
thofe v now liue, as ynto pol- 
teritieto com,what doctrine it is, Wye fo furioufly im- 
pugne.If ignorance be the caufe why thus ye rage aga- 
init Vs,ye may be taught, if ye lift to beftowe yourcares 
to hear ¢,your eyes to read,& heartes to vnderftand 
é doctrine is not as fom of you do complein,darke nor 
ob{cure,except it be,to thofe ro whom § Apoftle atfir- 
med,y his Euigill was hid.But ifthat malice Wye 


Anf- coccaued agaifi the eternal rrueth ofGod,doth fo blynd 


wer. 


-youthatye wil not fe § bright fon in ¥ midday,there 


$0 thet. vefterh no More tovs,but to defire of God ether to remo 


2.36 


-uethis your devel malice(I write as knoweth God 
uen fr6 ¥ grief of heart):orels fo to ttay & brydle it.y it 
trooble not his afflicted Church. Yeaccufe niger fi 
made no differéce betwext vice & vertuc, finne, and 1u- 
ft: ce,nether yet betwext Adi,and Dauid,as they were c- 
ected inChrift Iefus before $ foidacions of the worlde 
were laid,and betwext Adam tranfgrefling , and Dauid 

Committing adeulteric,and murther. 
Ye further feme to charge vs as we fhould affirm 
that God hated not finne, nether yet thathe el petted 
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eufes.firtt beforeGod, before his holic Angelles in hea 


damities hath apprehéded all mankynd eué fithéce the 


~ hath fo pleafed God, that for loue of the fame, he hath vertue 


mongeft thofe,chat be not regenerate,nether were euer 


God did fend the Prophete Nathito Dauid, the offen- 


GODS PREDEST. 
vice lf our fhort,plaine,and vnfeined cdfeffi6,be able ro 
fitiffie you in thefe thre dowtes I haue good hope y af- 
ter this ye fhall haue no eccafion to futpect vs in fuch 


vé, & before his c6gregatio in earthe,we proteft & ack- ae 
nowledge,y finne, vice, and all kind of iniquitic, is,and fane. 
ever hath bene fo od10us,in y refence of God.y hene- 

uer fuffered ¥ f2me ynpunifhed,in any of his elect chil- 

dré. That for fame nor onelie death, bur alfo ca- 


firttrafgreflion. That vertue, iuftice,2nd ciuil hone- 

ftie (beiydes the iuftice of the regenerar children ) ching 
mainteined and to this day doth maintein cOmon wel- re pee 

thes,albeit that many grieuous crymes be commited 
in the{ame.As God(we tay and attirme)loucth equitie, 
iufticechattitie,trueth, mercie,and réperace,fo doth he 
in fom fort hieghly reward the fame, and hateth vnri- 
ghtcoufnes, life deceat,excetle, crueltie, and ria- 
tous liuing, which often he punifheth even in mannes 
eyes. And this difference, we fay God maketh cuen a- 


called to § true knowledge of taluation.And this much 
briefly for the firft fecdd and 3. This difference we ma 
kebetwext Adam andDauid ele¢ted,in Chrift Iefus,and 
Adam and Dauid tranfgrefsing gods holie commide- 
met,and wil reueled-Adam and Daurd elected,inChrift. 
lefus before the foundations of the worlde were laid, 
were fo loued in the fame Lord Iefus their head,that 
when they had moft horribly fallen and offended , yet 
did God feke Adam, call vpon him gently reafon with 
him and at length conuidting his confeience of his of- | 
fence, did make vnto him, that moft iovfull promes of 
recociliation:of the fame loue(we fay it procedcd) that 


der, that by the fiction of an ether perfon , he letteth 
im fethe horror of his finne, tharhe did firtterrifie, 
and beare downe his conicicnee:and after mofttender- 
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ly did erect, and lift it vp from the pitt.of defperation, 

Hewaa Allthefe graces (Lay we) proceded trome gods immu. 

in whom table louc which did remaine cdftant,borh towardes the 

Goa Ie one and towardes the other , eucen in the tyme of their 

seth fim orcateft vnthank fulnes . Apd that becaufe they nether 

hay were beloucd, nor clected in them felues, but in Chri 

they ba- Lelus their head,who nether did tranfgretie nor offend 

ue offen- in any iote,again{t the wil of his heauenhie father, 

ded. = But Adam and Dauid tranf refling and horribly fal 

ling from God, were fo A in them {elues, and for 

their tinnes,that firtt it behoued the innocent Sonae of 

God , by his death to make a fatiffaction, for their fin- 

-nes,as allo for the finnes of all gods children . And fe- 

~ condarely we fay, preache write, and maintein,thatthe 

finne was fo odious before Gad , that his iuftice could 

do none other,but inflict vpen Adam,and his potteritie 

* The penaltic of death corporall,the punsfhemétes, and 
ss 

fin in plagues,which daily wedo fe apprehend gods children. 

godt pre that vpon Dauid,he did execute his iutt iudgementy 

fine. which inthefewordes he pronounced . Now therefor 

{worde fhall neuer departe from thyne houfe , becaule, 

thow hait de{pyifed me, and raken the wife of vriah the 

Hittite,to be thy wife. Thus faicth the lord : behold 

wil raife vp euill againft the oute of thyne own houfe, 

and Ufhailtakethy wines before thyne eyes and giue 

them vato thy neighbour and hefhall lye with thy wy- 

ues inthefight of funne. for ¥ didelt it fecrerely , butl 

fhall do this th ing before all Iiracl. and before y funne. 

This fentence , fay,moft iuftly pronounced, was after 

a = moft fharply ,and yet moft iuftly) for finne commited) 

put in execution.And fo do we affirin that noac of gods 

children be they neuer fo deare, fhall efcaip punifbe- 

ment,if contempteoully they tranfgrefie. 

I fuppofe y this our confeiTion nothing doth offend 

a in this one thing y we affirme that God ull 

oued Ada and Dauid after their finne,before his holie 

Spritwroght in their heartes any true repentance. And 


ye 
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Or PREDES 1. 
yet Iwonder why this fhould offend you, feing we afli- 
ethe caufe,notto be them felues, nether any vertue 
within them felves,barChrift lefus, in whom they were 
elected and chofen. The heres of gods louc,we haue e- 
nidétly proued,and v end and iflue did witnes Vv zods lo 
ue was not mutable you require feriptures,tor the pro 
barid of y fame.Bchold they are redic.1f whé we were en 
nemics we were recéciled vnto Ged, by the death of 
fone,ymuch more we being recociled fhalbe faued by his Roms 
life. And a litle before in the fame chapter.Whe wewere | 
finnersChrift died for vs,&c.And ¥ Apoftle lohn:herein 
appereth the loue of God towardes vs , v his onclie be- 
otten fonne hath he fent in to the world , that we may 
Rue by hyim: herein is loue, not that we loued God,but 
thathe loued vs . And hath fent his Sonne inthe mer- 
ciefeat,for our finnes . Thefe are verey plaine, and we 
think thatno reafonable man wil denie to Adam and 
to Daud , tharwhich the holic Goft maketh common 
to all gods cle& children,to witt,to be beloued of God, 
cuen when they were ennemics, dead in finpe, drowned 
in idolatric,and polluted withall filthines,as witnefleth 
the Apoftle inthefewordes: And youwhen yewere 
dead by finne,in the which ye fomtvines walk ed,accor- 
ding tothis worlde,iccordig t> y prince,to whom 
cris of the ayre, which is the fpirie nowworking inthe 
rebellious childrenjam ongelt whom we all had fomty- 
conuerfacion,i the luftes of our Aefh,doing thofe 
thinges which pleated the flefhe,and the mynd,and we- of God 
teofnaturethe fonnes of wrathe like as others . But toware 
‘ God who is riche in mercie, for his own great loue, by 4¢s bs 
? the which he loued vs , euen when we were dead by fin- “44: 
nes(marke,and if ye be offended ,complein vpon the ho 


lie Goft)hath qwickened vs togither gra 
11m, 


ce ye are faued )and hath raifed vs vp togither with 
1 and to ope with him, hath caufed vs to fit amongeft ¥ 
“ heauen tesby Chrift Icfus,to fhew in y ages to com, his 


moft rich grace in his Jiberalitie,by Chrift Icfus 
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open your eyes that you may ferhe light, and mollifie 

| row eartes, that ye may magnifie with gods children 
is {uperaboundant loue and mercie 

pon the moft vnworthie. 

Ifyethink y this loue hath onelie place before chat 

- man oftend , you fethe holie Goft plainely repugneth 

_ toyour fentéce, for he fpeaketh to them that had bene 

polluted & defiled with all finnes. lf yet ye replic , but 

that was during the tyme of their ignorace and not af- 


ter they ware iliuminated by grace,ye haue {aid | 


againit our confeflion . for we affirme that God loueth 
ofwer fin ners being wrapped in death and damnatio by finne, 
and we haue plaiaely proued.But yet for your fatiffa- 
and inftructio( for [ rake ro record theLord Iefus 

I wold beftow my own lite, to ioyne you fully to Chriit 
Jefus Iwill procede a litle you.Do ye think 
thar the finne of Dauid touching the nature and qua- 
Jitie of § finne it felf, was more horrible and odious be 
fore God, then were all the finnes committed in Ephe- 
fus,by thofe,to whom the Apoftle writethiyea then the 
finnes which were doneamongeft ¥ hole Getiles? I truft 
e will nor think it.and we clerely fee that God loued ¥ 
ele& in Ephefus and amongeit the Gentiles when they 
were drouned in all kynd oF iniquitie ftill ye replie 
Dauid was vnthankfull who after fo many benetites re- 
ceaued,fo tratcroufly declined frome God,followig his 
own appetites,and of purpofed coafell , murthering his 
innocent feruant, and ¥ with great ignominie of God. 
This nether do, nether yet euer did we denic.but yet as 
y queftion is other, fo is nor our cofeftion proued fals, 


Albeit Dauid was vathankfull ( yea and after Ada moit 


- vnthankfull, of any of gods children to his daies). for 
herein ftandeth the douke whether ¥ the ynthankful- 


nes of gods childré,after they haue once receaued mer 


cie,grace, and large benefites from gods hands, doth fo 
alienat the mynd ofGod,from them,that he beareth to 


them no maner of loue,till they turn yo him by repen- 


tance 


owed cucn 
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eance. The contrarie hercof,we hold,and affirme,not fe. 
ring to auowe,that repentance,as it is ioyned with faith Fath 
which is the fregift of God, fois itthe effect of gods reventa- 
coftant loue toward them,and no ciufe of the fame.And 
for the more ample declaration hereof , let vs compare = i i 
the denial] of Peter, and yd efection of allthe Apoities, 
with the finne ofDauid. Albeit Peter was not called to be whrebue 
awordlie price,as Dauid was,yet [thik ye wil nordente, 
but to be called ro the office of an Apoftle, to be Chri- 7” his a= 
ftes {coller the {pace of thre yeres ,to be fo familzare 
withChrift,y he with other two did feChrift their 
matter trifigured did heare iovfull voice frome hea- 

uen did fe Motfes and Helias fpeak with him, my truft 

fay,y ye will not denie,but that thofe were graces no Dauids 
inferior to Dauids kingdom temporall : and yer ofene 
how horribly Peter did dente Chrift Iefus , ye are nor 
ignorante. Yea but fay ye,Peter wept, and foght grace beth: 
with repétance. But I afk when?the holie Goft doth anf- demall 
were,y it was after the cocke had crowen.and that Chrift of «inf? 
Iefus had looked vnro him. Proceded y iooke I befech 
youfrom loue, or hatered?It fhould feme in dede, by 

the effect. that it came from loue.for then it is faid that 

Peter remembered the wordes of his mater and {o wét 

furth and wept bitterly. By all iiklihode , then were his 

matters vordes betore quyte blotted oute of his memo 
rie,But God be praifed,we nede not ro depend vpon vn- 

certen coniectures. The fall and deniall of Peter ( as in 

an other place we hauedeelared ) came not by chance, 

as athig,whcreof Chrift Iefu's was ignorat. He did fore- 

it.and before fpeaketh it-And what cdfort gaueC hrift 

Icfus vnto him.before he pronounced thar fenren 
ce,before y cock crowe th ow fhalt denic me thries. Dhis 
comfort I fay, which oght of all faithfull moft to be ex- 
tolled:Simon, Sim), beholde Sata hath defired you,thar 7 
he may fift you as whaat, but I hauc prayed for the, that Lk 24 
thy faith faile not: and a being conuerted confir- 


me thy bretheren. Did Chrift pray for Peter , knowing 


- 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS, 
thathe fhould denie him? fo he affirmeth . Doth the 
praier of Chriftlefus and the effect thereof vanith in 
amoment ? God for bid , that fuch impietic take pla- 
ce in our hearres. The Apoftle doch witnes chat as his 
facrifice is cuer recent before Ged , fo is his praier ef: 
feciurll cuer for his elect. Doth God veterly hate de 
tcft, and abhorre fuch,as tor whom Chrift Iefus praieth? 
vercommendeth to his mercic, before they fall into 
danger? my hope ts that the godlie will not fo iudge. 

Gedean The fame [might proue by the ftowte denial of Tho- 

mer bate mas ( belides 

| eat that the glad tydings of Chriftes refurrection,was con- 
praiety fitmed by the teftimonic of many , did obftinatly fay, 

fer. exceptthat pur my fingers in the holes, &c. Iwilnot 

| beleuc. Here ye fewas no repentance of his former 
infidelitie, but rather an augmentation,and increafe of 
the fame.And did it procede frome loue, or from hate- 
red thar Chrift cometh vnto him, and doth offer to fa- 
tifiie his curiofitie, in all thinges , willing him to be 
faithfulland not to remaine an infidele? | 

Contider now how {imply and plainely,we haue ope- 


1e defection of all the reft )who after. 


ned our myndes vnto you, God grit you his holie Spi. 


ritrightly ro vnderftand ,and charitably to interprete 

the thinges that be fpoken,&c. 

Now will I briefly go throughe thefe fcriptures 

_ which yeabufe, and violently wreft againft vs not ma- 
King fo long difcourfetoamend your iudgemét,as | 

uedonero fore. For if things alredie fhall not 

profit,I muft confelle my felf deftiture of counfell,for 

this tyme. The wordes of the prophete (where necgli- 

Mala? gently ye name Zacharie for Malachie ) , nether ferue 

your purpofe,nether yet are verefied in ys.for we be not 

as the prieftes,who in thofe daies permitted plaine ini-' 

of God, and of his ftatutes,vniuer- 

aly to be done by the people, and yet they did not op-, 


pone them felues to the fame. Read the Prophete and, 


conuict vs of thofe thinges ifye can. 
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Weare foric,that ye have no better opinion Of vs,then Teres 
that our hole ftudiefhould be to encyfe rhe'people to 


-finne.Not'that we do muche feare,that b your wordes, 


thole ) to credityou in that behalf, for all praife b 
to God,our lines docttyh,and correctié of vice do wit- 
neiie the contrarie, but our forow is, for your 
condemnation , doubtles niuft enfue fache wic- | 
ked iudgement, if haftely ye repent not. 

AstheSunne is not to be blamed, albeit the carton rT, thes 
by the heate thereof, be more and more corrupted : fo Th am 
isnot our doctrine, althogh that carnall men, thereof ™ # ne 
takecaurnal libertie. — for that ye Knowe did enfue the — 

Wedono les attirme both in wordeand writing thé on fi. 
here you do affirme, to wit: That hewho ¢commiuttch keth- . 
finne, is ofthe deuil. but hercin I fuppofe ftandeth the 

difference, that youand we vndesttand notthat phrafe 
alike.we vnderftand that the man cémittch finne,whole Rom.6 
hole ttudie, mynd, and pu r frome tyme,totyme,is Te the § 
bent vpon iniguitie :, and hichedo we affirme to be of a 
thedceuil, who finneth from the beginning. [fyoa vn- be 
decitand, that cucrie aQion commuted againtt the law fine 
of Godymaketh a manthe fonne of the devil, we mutt ne. 
liberally {peak that fo we donor vnderftand the mynd 
ofthe Apoitle . for plaine it is that he meancth not of 
actios particulare,be they neuer fo gricuous,whereof a 
man after repenteth,ad trom {2me defifteth: but of 
a continual exercife,delite,and ftudie,whiche maa hath 
iniiane. And this is plaine [fay, by the wordes which Themes 
immed iatly procede and go be fore, he that exercileth Le & 
auftice({areth he)rs 1uft euc as he is iuft: he y comiteeth 
finne is ofthe deuil. for fromethe beginning the deuil 
finnceh.Here is the exercile of iuftice put in contrarie- 
tie tothe of finne . An excrcile we know 
Teguirch a continual fiudie and pra&tyfe. [think ye will 
aot fay, that one iuft worke maketh a man and fo 


yes n perfuade any,except yout own faction (and har 
y 
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the fon of God. except he proce rome 


iuftice ro.iuftice. The fame fay we muff be vnderftand 


Terk, ofthe committing of finne:for nether Adame,nor Da- 
—-uiddid any longer committ their former finnes, then 


by grace they began to repent, And fo did they notres 
maine vnelean perfons, nor in bondage of the teil 
Neither yet can it be proucd,that eucr they were mem- 
bres of the deutl, nor of his kingdom, albeit willingly | 

they made them felues flaues to him: whom Chrift Ie- 

To the, {us notwithftanding did vendicate to him felf, and de- 
lyuer from that thraldome . Betiufe of the fre gift of 
his father,they did appertein to his kingdome:ne- 

ther cuer be you able to proue by anyof thefe fenten- 
ces,that.cuer they were out of the election,as before is 


declared. | | 


6+ Theplace of the Ofeas is of you cuill yn- 


derftid:the lacke of the hebrew tongue may be thecaule 
of error. And albeit your , and perfect an- 
gell Caftalio pretéd great Knowledge in that rongue,yet 
in that, as in many other places achilde may efpic his 
negligence.Trewe it is that in the hebrew, this word A- 
dam is in that place.But if we thall ynderftand that word 
_wherefoeuer it is founde in the {cripture.for the perfou 
of Adam our firft father,we fhall make a mad tranflatié, 
and a fenfe more mad. Suche as haute, but mein vnder- 
ftanding in that tongue do know,that that worde is ofté 

| aren for any man,as in the prophetes is moft cul- 
ent. | | 
Hew Theveritie of the rext is this,they haue tranfgrefled 
tis wer the couenante,as the couenante of a man,they haue re 
belled againft me &c.God compleineth vpon Ephraim 
feu 20d Iuda,that they had no further refpect reucrence nor 
eghite tegardtothat molt exccllent couenante and league, 
be under Whuche God had made with them, to wit, that he wold 
fart. betheir God, and they fhould be his cople. for God 
had preferred them to all nations of ih ecarth ,and had 


fet them a part from others, to feruc and honor himin 
holynes 
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holynes of lief, and to offer ynto him rather fpirirual,, 
thé carnall facrifice.But they ferued him at their plea- - 
fure: yea, and in that land which they had receaued of | 
ods mott liberal benediction,they did decline to Ido- 
Peay for thar he meaneth, where that he faicth ithere | 
hauethey rebelled, thatis,where that they moft oghe 
to be obedient. This not fhall cuerie man,who. 
diligently marketh the {cope of the prophete perceaue 
to be his veric meaning. 
Orherwics , and. more fharply I might haueanfwe- Pe ther . 


red your ignorance , who can {¢ no ditterenee betwext | 
Adam once finning,and yet fhortly after bygracecal, 
led to.anew, and more fure, league with Gol (whiche 

with all gladnes and thankfulnes he did receaue) and 
the manifeft conremners of God, which do nothing. 
els,but delyte in finne.frome the whiche albeit,that cen 
thoufand rymes they be called, yet contemning all fo-. . 
cieticwith God , their pleafure is , to remaine in yani- 
tic, and fo finally in death, This difference, I fay ye 
oght ro obferucd,and then I doute not,but that ye 
wold haue exempted Adam , from the rancke of fiche 
as contemptcoully crie,it is but labor loft to ferue God, . | 
If dili ¢ fhall confider what is writen jn lob,.and 
in Malschic the third cha.ye fhall eafely 

the prophete there deuideth ¥ hole multiude,in thefe 

. two fortes of men,to wit,in thofe that be proud obftina- . 

te conténers,and in them y feared the Lord, wh6 he cal- 

4 leth his peculiare people,whom he promifed to {pare,as 

fpareth his fon that feructh him. And one of 

4 this laft forte vnderftand we Adam to haue beneall his | 

dais, after his fall,and recdciliation by grace.T he lord 

purge your heartes(if his good pleafure be)from ¥, ve- 

nom,wwhiche fo oft moueth you to fpew furth your own 

fhame,fomerymes crying:that we be led with the fpirig 

4 of Balaam:and now affirming , that we be careles liber- 

in 

cs 


F- 


tynes. To W blafphemics becaufel can nether anfwere 
without forow & grief of heart nether without fom 
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AGAINST THE ADVE RS. 
offence of godlie cares,I will Femit udgement 
to whd ashe hath frome the beginning,opened thinges? 
that foratyime lay hid in darknes’, I dour hot, bite 
that he will, vea and that fhorrly reuele vato the world: 
with what fpitires both you and We beled. when more | 
occalid fhall be offered,1 purpofe, if fo it pleafe the met: 
civ of my God ro affift me, to notific with what {pirites’’ 
you'and yoit? fe& have bene led hereto fore. 
What focuer ye gath crofthewordes of che Apoftle’’ 
it is aleogithér out of purpole.for in none of alltfole | 
placesdoth he define & determin what Adam ,and Da-. 
uid were ; ‘whin they had finied, bur plarnély hedecla- | 
reth what tryall oght cuerie mi to of him felfwhe 
Clirift lefus is preached vnto htm,affirming chat ifiny 
wot the fpirit of Chrift fe(asithar he is nor of 
bur fpirit of Chrift remiineth not in ynclean ahd pro-,’ 
phan pérfons, fay you. bur yet Vatfirme chat Addin and 
Dawid oght not to be nSbred in that band.for althogh 
they finned,and that moft horribly , yer did they not. 
abyde in that eftate. And albcit they were not fed with’ 
the fpiri¢ of Chrift, whé they finned, yct they were both 
led ,drawen , and gouerned by his omnipotent (pirit, 
Whenthey repented. And focanye neuer be able to” 
eng PrOue'them'to bereprobates , no not cuen whenthey” 
finned: except chat ye be able ro proue,thar they finally 
were ne perifhed in finne. for this principzll do I till hold, that 
wer ve- crue faith and true repentance (which the reprobate 
prebases nor hauc) be the fruresof Election: ~ The place of the’ 
Apoftle written iti the 13. chapter of the fecond Epiftle 
co the Corinthians, ts'ncither well marked,nor ri | 
a pelieg by you, Heither yer it fulFer any fache con 
clufion as ye gather of it. The mynd ofthe Apoftle is 
this? After the departing of Paule from Corinthus, w- 
here aftermany ftormes fifteined; he had eftiblifhed 
the forme of aChurche did enter in fals Prophetes, 
whofe chiefitudie was to eleuate the autorite of Paule 
and fo to deface his labor, affirming that ‘he 
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_not worthie to be called an Apoftle.for he was. neuer in 
the companic of Chrift,others were of greater. eftimatio 
and iauor then hewas. 
Aid as a multitude is ever more redi¢ to receaue poy- 

fon thé holfom medicine, agreate néber began to 'giue 
care vnto them: and. fo began litle to elteme,what fo ¢- | 
ver Paul had labored amongeii them, Againaft which 
vothankfulnes,the Apofile yery fharpley wiiteth, as an 

bothe his epiftles doth appere. And amongeft ogher 

his argumentes,which he yicth to proue that he was an 
Apoitle, nothing inferior ro the eatelt, he adduceth 

thé felues for a reftimonieaing: Trice your felucs if ye 

be inthe faith, proucyourfelues. knowye not your 
felues that Iefus Chrift is in you,except ¥ ye be repro- 

bates ? By chefe wordes mof, fharp, and moit vehement 

he laboreth to conuidt their conficience, that he was an 

Apoitle,and thatthe proofte of his Apoftlefhip(as in an 

other place he doth affirme ) was declared in them,as 

he fhould fay: your fals Apoftles aifirine, chat Lam not 
worthic of the name of an Apoftle. burifthe oftice’of 

‘an Apojtle be to preach Chriit Iefus, and ifthe true fi- 

gne, thardecerneththerrue Apofile from the falsbe, pla 

that-Chrift fo potently worketh by his minifterie, that © J the 
Chrift lefus polleffion in the heartes of theliea- 

ters by the true preaching of his word, then be indges dyclared 
your {clues whether [bean Apoftle orgor. Call your 

colcience to examination,in what eftacel did find you. 

were ye not drowned in all fortes of iniquite? did ye 

not walk in darkenes , withour any true light of God? 

And in what eftate did I leaue you? Trieand examin 

felues ian what etiate yedo yer ftand, sr cannot 

bevnfenfible, you can not be fo ignorant , but ye muft 
know,whether that Chrift dwelleth in you or no.If you 
will acknowledge,and cofes tharChrift dwelleth in you, 
then muft ye nedes confes, that lam an Apoftle. For 
by my labors and preaching did you receaue Chirift 

lefus. And ifto deface my labors,and to defraud me of 
| 


t 
j 


‘ghat honot,which God,ofhis mercie hath 
| ©ye fiftdenys thar ether ye receaued Chrift Tefus , ether 
yet that he remaineth in you , then do'ye confes your 
Paule doth not abfolutely define that they were re- 
probates , but putreth into their choife , whether they 
wold confes,that Chrift Iefus did remaine in them 
by faith , which they had receaued by the preaching of 
Paule,and {0 wold admirt kim to be an Apoftle: or to 
grante,that they had nothing'to do with Chrift , and fo 
to confes them felues reprobates. Now let the indiffe- 
rent reader iudge whether that ether faithfully yeevte 
thetext,erher rightcoufly ye conclude vpon the 
fame. The Apoftlefaicth not, except that Chrift dwell 
in you, yow are reprobatés, bur {aieth,as before T haute. 
alledged, do ye nor know your felties that Chrift ‘Fefits 
is in you?excepe that in fom what ye be reprobates.And 
albeit that the word es were fiich , as Ye'recite , how can 
you therof conclude,Dauid,and ‘Adam were reprobates, 
when they finned ? feing that Paule in thar ood mia- 
keth mencion of no other finne , except of the 
of Chrift,to remain in rhem,of their in gratitude towar- 
des him,whom God had appointed preacher vnto them 
and of giuing eare & credite to fils Apottles, feliderers 
of Chriftes true meflingers. how iuftly I might Pau 
les wordes your heades,you ealely may efpie:but all 
{uch reafoning 1dofrom my heart abhorre . If can 
be ableto'proue that Adam refufed the grace offered, 
or that Dauid did ftorme againft Nathan, ether affir- 
ming or fufpecting him to bea fals prophete, then had 
your argument fom probabilitie. for onely of fuch,and 
to fuche {peaketh the Apoftle in that place. Thus doth 
ether your ignorance,or malice wrefting the fer iptures 
againft their natiue fenfe, compell me to trouble the 
reader muche more then I wold , ifany finceritie were 
found inyou. | 


Wedo*conftantly affirme, that bythe finne ofone 
| | man 
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me man did death enter into the world.for Adam did not 
her onely lofe him felf, bur alfo did with him felf wrap all 
our his pofteritie in fin ,death and damnation , fo that A? — 
dam and al] his fonnes were in him loft, But thereof it 
doth not follow (as yeaffirme) thattherefortheywere 
out of the clection,from the rranfgreflion vntothepro 
mes.for as before we hauc plainely proued,they weree- 
lected in Chrift Iefus before the Candacics of ¥ world 
were laied,in whom they did ftand ele¢ted,and belouced 
euen whe they fell in Adi atwhich time y¥ electio whieh 
from all eternitie was kept in the countell cfGod, be- 
gan to be notified,and manifefted to mannes kirowled- 
e.The fall and finne of man was the way and meanes, 
By the which gods election did appere,but was not the 
caufe,why that it was deftroied, And fo if with reueréce behe. 
coulde confider the myfterie of our redemption 
in Chrift Iefus , ye fhoulde plainely fe,that it behoued ig 
allto die in Adam, that the elect mightreceauc life in Adem, 
Chrift Iefus alone. | 
The wordes of Chrift Iefus our mafter, rehearfed ishe 
by the Euangelift S.lohn,ye do fhamefully abufe for it jog, x 
that place he intreateth not, whether a finner durig the 
time of his blindncs and finne,is appointed to damna- 
t10n or not,nether yet whether fuck as before haue had 
knowledge,as Adam and Dauid had,be alrogether void 
of faith, by reafon of finne after committed . None of 
thefe two poites I fay doth our Mafter in that place in- 
treat.But vnto Nichodemus he plainely declareth, that 
jae i the caufe of life is faith, and the caufe of condemnati- 
d on is incredulitie and vnbe leif. Not thar Chrift Ic- 
fus affirmeth thar euerie man that is vnfaithfull ar an 


tyme is or falbe condemned.for God hath wrapped all 

vnder vnbelic£.9 he may haue mercie vpé6 all, as §.Pauk 

confeffeth him felfto haue bene a perfecuter, and yn- 

faichfull.Bur the true meaning of Chrift is fuch as di- 

fpyfe light offered, &remaiue to y ¢d,haue 


~ 
é 


their condemnation alredie appointed, as contrary wife 


- who fo euer with full obediencedo ftcadfaftly beléue 
the fame fhall haue the life euerlafting , not withftan- 


« 


ding the manifeft tran {greflions of the law, 
. The reft of this part is be fore anfwered and therefor 
‘Teske, will not with repeticion trouble the reader. for 
never able to proue, that Adame and Dauid were fo, out 
loue of God, that he did not loue them in Chrift 
his Sonne¢, in whomthcy were elected. Dauid was no 
fuche mankiller as was Cayn, of whem, Saint Iohn 
{peaketh, who delited in blood to the end. Nether did 
Nath. fhew,nor Dauid pronounce any fuche iudgemét 
againft him felf, as ye imagin, but being convicted in 
imhis own confcience,how horribly he had offended, he 
did heare not withftanding that ioyfull fentence: The 


The lac 
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chat het erteineth to fuch. Thomas was vn 
faithfall enen after Chriites refurrectio. And yet did he 
yee. not fodifpleafe his maifter,as. before we heave 
Meth th? ched, but that he did feke him,and did remouc his in- 

credulitie. And Chrift Iefus did rebuke thevnbelief of 

his difciples, and the hardnes of their heartes . but 

| | | yet 


Lord hath taken away thy finne, thow fhalt not die &c. 
: Which fentence no doubt proceded frome that im- 
4 * murableloue , W was referued to him in Chrift lefts, 
3 -euen when he was fardeft declined from God. It will 
be hard for you to prouc by euident fcriprures,that Da- 
 - uid was alrogither void of faith.but granting, thar he, 
sonceming his own fenfe,and feling , was vtterly 
dead,yer doth it not thereof follow, that fo hedifplea- 
fed:God,that he fell from the loue and fiuor of God,as 
touching his electid. for the Apoftle(vpon whofe wor- 
des ye femero grounde your reafon mcaneth nor,that 
lack of faith,inall perfons,atall cymes, and inall 
fri efpectes,doth fo difpleafe God, that he hateth them, 
allper(os and reiecteththem to death euerlafting.For childréfor 
a decth m: a tyme lacke faith, and yet Crift pronounceth that 
a : their Angelles do fethe face of his farher, and that the 


Was created becaufe of finne far had wer finne bene we neded no new pre 


of it Atnot this godlie gore: 
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yetdid he not veretly difpyfe them. But now tothe 
ADVERSARIE. 
But ifthe foripures will not fatiffie you, then beaten 
with yourewn ved. forif I grante yeu that all mendid net fall 
gets bolse election Unte codemnation by Adams trafgreffion 1 
therupon that the coming of Chrift bis proctous deat) and paptio The 
vaine and of none effete Se by your peruers deciryng ye | 
Chrifiante wth the chie error wherewith the lewes be deluded ,Thas 
they heme st a great madnes, te fay thas Chreft [i fer deash fir ction, 
the offence comitted by Adain,euen fe may colledd of your error-for w- 
bat nedeth brif se de for them, whom nether Adams tranfgreff: da, 
ther their could make thew: fall from gedseleQron. but now will 
morelargely dslare th:s argument, was afore the World when 
there Was ne finne,and the promes of Chrift, was made fithéve the world 


mes being alredie suf? and helte smages of Ged. New ij the cieté did mot 5 
fall out of the electron,by Adas tralgreff-ou,then nede they ne redemer,be- 

my alredie fafe by reafon of the electié,in which they were afore finne,ad 
remaine fisllin the fame. Becaufe as you fay the elect nether did.nor can 
fall out ofthe eledion. Then fesng the be fafe aud bole they nede ne 
Phifition, nether came Chrijt to call the r: ghterns, but finners. wherfor 3 
the death if Chrift,as concerning them vain, they being fafe alredte 

by clettion. The like argument Ufith Paul tothe Galat!) ans ,if 
eufnes comet! by the Law.then hrift died in varneiftie clad befiillin - 
thefaxor {God what nede they of Chrift, rorecancile them te the father, 
Wwhefe fawore they are alredie Now as souching the other forte, wham 
Jecailreprebatet fay they ca 07 ue maner of meaner be jaucd.yeacr 
that Chriff mer for them,toen was Cluftes death altogither im Uasne. 
Jor his death you (ay belangerh nat the reprobaseand the hawe ne 


4 


ANSWER. 

In dilating your argument by the which ye goabottt Te the 
toprouc y Chriftes precioufe death was {urperfuoufe .¢ * 
and vaine, if che eleét did nor fali trom their election, 

Was afore the world whe wat ne the promes@ 
Was made fithence the of finne fe 

net firme bene We meded ne ve We primes beng alredse suft and holig 
PMages of Ged.Now if the det lay you,dsd net fall ont of the 
by Adams nede they ne redemer being alvedse faue by | 
the which they wert afore finne and remaine fill 
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In this argument ye commit two fowle faulees, 
The firft,ye take that for a thing truc,id céfefled ,which 
is tals. and therefore by vs alwaics denied . for thus ye 
reafon : man was elected before the worlde was created, 
bur man finned aftre the world was created , Ergo 
fel from his clection.we {till denie the conclufion, and 
do attirme,that as we were clected in Chrift Iefus be. 
fore all times,fo did the cucr remaine inChrift, 
and therfore after thatthey had finned, it bchoued that 
the promes fhoulde be declared , that by the fame the 
elect might receaue comfort, and be aflured of their e+ 
lection. 

Your fecond fault, more declareth youre grofle 


Ignorance in the myfterie of our red for from 


uation, obferuing nether mi 


Win the 
elett 


| 


Vedemer 


clection ye fireight waics leap to glorificacion and fal- 
nor meanes, which 

odswildome hath appointed , and determined to go 
etwext  Trewitis, God hath elected in Chrift to 
life cuerlafting his chofen childré.But how?Sain¢tPaul 
yeathe hole {criptures,wherefoeuer mention 1s made 
of our clection,ioyneth therewith the death and blood 
ofChrift. for none otherwies were we clected in him,but 
that he fhoulde fuftein the punifhement for our 
eflion.And that we thoulte receaue lifewhich we had 
oft in‘Adam and in our felues, by the meanes of his 
death and refurrection.therefore where ye reafon,if the 
elect did not fall oute of the Election,by Adams tranf- 


refli6.thé nede they no redemer, being alredic faued, | 


by reafon of their cleétion,the cdclution is fals,and the 
reafon vaine. for the elect haue nede of arcdemer, not 
beeaufe that they did fal out of election but by fe afon 
that they did fal from iuttice to finne,& fro obedicce to 
diflobediéee &therefore nede they aredemer,a 
on,ad one to giue thé life.becaule theybeing: elect in 
gods cternal counfel are yet fallen into bondage 10 


mortal ficknes,& death by their own trifyreflion, ifye 


can prouc the elect did not finne, & that they 
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ficke,then might hatte concluded , thatthey neded 
noredemer nor phifition. And foye might hate pro phe 
ceded in your argument vpou the wordes of the Apott- 
le faing : that if righteoutnes cometh by the law,then 
4 Chrift died in vaine,but feing that all gods childre are 

fillen in to finne,the bondage and miferie wherof,they 

inthis Lief eotinually fele, how iuftly ye may conclude, 

that becaus theyremained in gods election,and fo con~ 
fequently in his fhuor by Chraft, chat therefor they ne- 

fed no redemer,let the indifferent reader 1udge. | 

If it feme flrige to loued finners in Chrift 

befides the places that are afore alledged tor probation 

of thar part, heare what the veritie it {elf pronounceth: 

SoGod loued the world(fiieth our matter )that his one- 

lie begottenSonne hath he giuea,whom foeuer ye fhall 
vaderitand vnder the name of the world , ye can not {o- 

clude finners from it.where ye moft ynreuerently alk, 

what then nede they ofChrift co recécile them,! anfwer 

(with greater feare and reuerence then alas you decla- 

re)eucn (uch nede they haue of Chrift as the bodic hath 

of the foule,or yetthe liuing ma of holfome nuriture, 

yea mach more. for albeit the bodice haue licf, by » 
themeanes of meat and drink, yet haue the ¢ lect ne- 

ther lief nor reconciliation , but by Chrift Iefus , yea 

and that by the meanes of his deathe , and paflion , by 

the which, iuft payment and fatiffaction is: made to | 
inftice, for cheir finnes. And fo are they reconci- 

ed,who by nature are the enemies to God. 

Wedo not denie but that Chriftes death is fufficient To the 

forto redeme the finnes of the hole world.but becaule * 

alldo not receaue it with faith, which is the fre ift of 

God giuten to the chofen children , therefor abyde the 
vnfaith fall in iuft condemnation.God remitt vato you | 
(if his good pleafure be ) afwell your vareucrent con- 
clufion as your moft yniuft accufation , in which . 
ye burden vs , thae we will infect the Chriftianitic 

with the chief error, with the which the Iewes are 
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ak 
infected,who efteme ita great madnes,to fay tharChrit 
fhould fuffer death for fina es and com mit- 
ted by Adam. Afluredly Ido more then wader tharfuck 
impictie fhalbe found in any creature indewed with rea 
fon,but I remitr iudgemét to God. Thus you precede, 
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TheAp-ftle fateth,God lath frome the beguung chfe you to faleans 

threngh fan ifiyng of the ti and through belewiug the trueth he- 
The ve we de leare shat the be chofen to faluatca they be fantl:fied by 
22. the and belewe tice and that [ech may fallit appereth by thas 
ion, writen in the Epifile re the Hebrues, much mire fuppele 
Hebr..2 be be fied which treadeth under fere the Senne ef God, and 
counteth the blood ef there? ament , Whereww:th he was fanclified as an 
wrbelie aud deth d fhorer tire fpirit of he exrartethihem, 

woe tccajt away ceahdence and to Withdraw them [elwes 


te damnation , Whiukh withdraweth bim felf unto damnation 

was a fere m the fata ef falwatien as be thas wuhdrawerh him {af 

vrto faination was afore im the fate ef damnation. of thu change 

3 fpeaketh ‘Paule the Ephcfians : remember thai ye beng im pap 

without Chraft being aliens and Brangers from the seftament of promes 

haung hope and berg without God in this werld-but now by the 

means Chriff ye which fore tyme were far of.are made nith 

the bleede of Chrifl. And agaime now therefor ye are no Strangers and 
foromers but Crtegens with the SainBes of the houfteld of Ged. 

Hevedorh Paule wrate to the whom he affirmesl in tymes pap 

te haue bene without Cimift:and we are fave that withext Chrift 

no eledion she farerh alfeshus they were withous the testament of 

mes,and all they which be elett pertein 00 the promes but ‘fare h he) 

ge be crtexems with the fates and of the'loujteld of God {This a chat 

ge frome death unte lief frome the bondage of the iberns # 

Chrift Tefea , frome the wrath of God.te the fauor and excedsng leue of 

Ged, frome she snfernall prefon ta the the lernfalé.ef the corrari 


| Hehr.© ixihange and mutatsen , +3 voriten to the Hebr. where it is declared, 


how they which weve once lightened and had saSted of the hrautl:e 
Ste. and were becs partakers of the bilie and had safted of the 
will ef God and ¢f the power of the Werld to com,that! they may fal & 
Iway.and crecife she fonne+{ Goda and make a mock of 
Tecan nt tell what ca be more plaine!y [pokencotvar.e to you, which afr 
me they whith be ence eleét can newer fall out of the eletiven, 
condemnation fer the werdes were not wr.tren inthe feripturd, 

6 Ler any otiver fhould wold fay they Were fais and we len 
And yet Lara fare rather thé ye Will fubrast your te the trueth yc nad 

rather {eke an narrow bore to crepe ous at, What will ye ze 
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“GF GODS PREDESM” 
fach one as receaued all thefe benefires, that any man can receaue 
wn world md.car be partic: nat of no greater giftes during this 
| licfalye dence [meh one (ay t be elect furely ye are of a peruerfé vepre- 
bate mynd, for afnuch as ye plasnely refift the hehe Gof, thir thas 
Gad ins ciuef taletes winch be fuch creature can rece 
ue any greater im this world.th:nk youl (ay thatGod did beflow thé mea 
ning re-cave no frute toemsunt to beftoww thé in vaine O God did 
be then hymn whom he reprebated afore the fundation of the 
. world m be knew that of neceg viehe frould then did 8 
} tendbe Rowe them in-vain which 1 fals for afmuche as the bole Goft 
willerh and exiurteth us not toreceaue the grace of Grd in vaine, we 
é may his grace receaue in vain etherqvife is. van did 
Paw'e exhort us notte reveauethe gvace of Gid invasme. of fuche deth 
n Perer fprak.tharafter they were cleane cfeaped frome the filthy. 
ne ef the werlda:, throughe tae knaledge ofeur Lord and Sauior 2.Per.? 
- Ch-i# ere yet tangled agate sherin and ouercome latter ent’ 
shen the beeanming. And fuche one compared to a dogge whith re 
if turnetiigs vormte againe Amd afow whith wa wafred,and 9 
nowrerurnet! and wallowe'h m the mire . Ipraye you whether were 
a reprowaie, of Whom Peres fpeaketh If you fay reprobate 
get were they clean efcaped from the filthines of the world through the 
of he trueth,and had vormied the:r were washed. 
\ cleand you fay they wore then marke they be tagled againe, 
te thor Cote the filthy myre but you will [ay they ca not 
ver finaly peri De Perer knew whar he wo'de fay, avd thes fore maketh 
you anf were afore hand lacng. thew latter ss worfle thé rhe beg:nung’ 
Brethren fasth S if any of yom do erre freme the norhew $ 
Couerte let th- fame know thathe the finitr fi rom: 
Long atray ovt of hisway Vall faue fre death. what be they whe 
lames faicth, they do crve fra the truethil (ye fay reprobate,confiter how 
they becmurrted te che tructh,and faved from death. Ufyenfaythey be ry 
chat being on were ordesnied death Other~ 
Wh how cas ther be (axed from death sether be dead nev yet ch. Tim. 
die Paul T to with all them ree, 
fia the tructs, Ged at arty tyme wil gue the” repertace rte knew 
the trucch andthat they may t0 them feluce againe owt «f the fvare 
Which are halden capriwe throw at bis If thou fay that rth-fe be é 
tewherw Pale writeih.f yeu not how fuared ofthe yea 
@d are holden capriue of che at bis will If you fay they be 


on, the marke wed Lew they by cjeaip the [nareof the de 
ts, but Gould pear cf repentace your be true the the 
of resentance is vase. f.r af anche asthe cannes finally 
ad perl, nether fall owe of the el: Bia feuor of Ged. what nede hawe they 


of repentance,And she reprobate cd by ny Unto falua 
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fer What purpofé fhonld they repene ? Then this ie no founde de 


Grime, which ye wcach. The lord planted his vinzard hedgid it'and 
walled it and planted it ‘with goodlie grapes If they were guedlie gra 
pes and of a goed recte, as we read in Lerenne , then werg they 
pr bares for there the lord witneffith that there could ne more be dem 


fir lu vineyarde then he had done’, then bad he net preerdinare them 


deftrudtion .B as he fare th made the ifradl thar 


4 


firne me ge: became they reprobates and perified. by we fa that the 
and ch-fen become through their noughtines and 
ednes. he lord will be merveifull ume Laceb , and will yer ¢ 
Ufvael againe , and them in their own land , Serng the lord deth choft 


them againe , then were they fall nour of their eledtion when 


Ifrael Wa lowed him and called my fonne owt of the land of Egypt. 
aalfracl Was the fonne of God, and that al{o beloued infomuch 
thar the lord led them wih cordes of friendfhip , and bomdes of lowe they 
mufinedes be the elect of God.yea became they prouoled the lord threugh 


their abemina'ions , hey are caft away, and the lerd rewardeh tam 


according to deferres. | 
ANSWER.. | | 
_ If Lfhould labor to the end of this your moft confu 
fed worke ,to reduce cucric {cripture by you wrefted 
and abufed to the true meaning and vnderftanding of 
the WolieGoft as hitherto I haue done in the moft par- 
te ofthem, which ye have alledged, my trauale fhould 
he great dd the work fhould excede a iuft meafure.The 


feing that fufficiently,by the plaine {cr iprures.of 


God, I hauc conhrmed the doctrin, which we tcach,be- 
feue,and maintein: ad by the fame cructh of gods wor- 
de I haue confuted your crror,from hencefurth Lintéd, 
Onely to touche the propofition , which ye mainteia: 
and confuting the fame, briefly ether by feripture, 
orels by exemple to fhew in what forte ye wrongfully 
apply the fctiptures,to maintein your error offring yet 
to {atiffie, to my power, fuch as charitably fhall alk of 


me,by word or va pag further explanation of any {cri-_ 


pture by you alledged , & by me at this} tyme not fully 
refolued. 


The chief propofitis which ye maitein to ¥ end of this 


,isthatthe cleét may fall frd their election 


othewhich I anfwer, that if ye vnderttand, that 
| | 


— 


5 
dere.: 
» 
2 
3 
4 
5 
= 
7 
q 
2 
: 
2 
3 
+ I 
A 
Le 


euidér,haue we receaued it. for all Ifracl were fan@ified 


her {anCtified,that is feperated,& deuided ref of 


2 


whom God the father hath elected in his eternall coun- Thean- 
fe!,ro lief euerlafting in Chrift Iefus , may fo fall from «bapti- 
their election, that finally they perifh,if this (I fay) be hes 
your vnderftanding, then I feare not to atfirme,that 
propotition to be vererli e fals,erroneous,and dinablejas m, 
irthat doeth exprefledly repugne to gods plaine {crip - fall from 
cures.for Chritt [clus doeth that fo many as his 
farher hath giuen to him, fhal come him, Andto 
fuch as do come, he promifeth life eucrlafting which oo a 
he hath in him felf, for the faluari6é of his hauled: 
ofnonc fhal perifh,for furth of his hands, can nonce 
pulled away. 
But becaufe this before is largely intreated Icome 
Tothe! 
fhortly to the feriptures which ve abufe. Ore 
Firft ye proue,that thofe which be elected, be fape: * 
tified by {pirit,and through beleuing of thetrueth *.The.s 
which we conte eto be moft true. Thereafter ye alled2 
gethat fuch,as be fanctified,may after difhonor the {pi- 
rit of grace tredde doune the blood of the teftament, & 
{odrawe to damnation. Lanfwer, the caufe of your 
crroris,that ye make no difference betwext the fanétifi- 
cation, and Iruely faith, which is proper onelse to the 
fonnes of God , which once begonne, is perpetuall,ind 
thar fanétificaticn, and faith , which is common to the 
reprobate,and therefore it is but remporall, 
If this diftinétid difpleaferh you, guarel with ¥ halie 
Goft,and net with vs: bor of his plaine workes.& wordles 


to be y kinglie priefthode,all were circiicifed, yea & did 
drink of y {pirituall drink:and yet were they not all 
wardly fictitied vnto faluatié & life euerlafting. Theho 
le tribe of Lewic were toy feruice of ¥ Lord,in 
bis tabernacle,but how many of thé did {til remaine pro 
phane perfos,¥ (criprure cdccaleth nor.Eué fo ally great 
mulricudewhd Chriftt fed in wildernes.vea all tholey 


adhered for atime to his doétrine were after fom ma- 
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probate haue fom maner of taith,id fom fort of fandi- 
fication for a time,that as, that they are compelled eu€é 
by the umpire of the Spirit of God, to conteile and ac- 
knowledge that ali tuinges [poké in gods {ciptures, are 
y therefor their con{cience in afeare,and ter- 
ror do {eke {um meancs to pleafeGed tor the auoidin 

of his végeice. Por as this is nother the true faith uit 
fying neither yet che perfect Canciiiication of the Spi- 
rit of God which reneweth y elect,in the inwarde man; 
fodoth nether of both long corinue,tor they returning 
totheir natural prophanation and darknes,do !caue the 


waye of light and Jife and.drawe them iciues tv death 


and damnation .But hereof without the contumelic of 


‘. theSone of God and without abnegation of his plaine: 


veriti¢, yecan not conclude thar the elect membres of 
his bodie,can be reft out of his hands,that thole for w- 
hom foiénely he hath prayed,thacthey fhoulde be fan- 
Pipe, ktified in the veritie, end that they fhould be one with 
feborid kim , asheis onewsth his facher, may come to finall 
loféany prophanation,and foto perditid.we teare norto alfirm 
efthe thatto beathing no les impoflible, then that itis chat 
mebres Chrift ictus fhalkceate to be head of his-Churche., and 
Teshe 4 Inthewordes of the A poftle writé in the fecond chapy 
s@6 tertothe Ephetians,ye feme not ro vndcriiand his me3 
ning, Wherehe faicth:ye were forimes without Chnift, 
<for faye you)we arefure,that without Chriftthere is 
Tie ag. clection, In which wordes,chow that writcity plaict 
with the fimple ignorant reader, the vile fophiiter,con 
place founding by the word without, thatwhichcim 
he fol: lagine is mofte cuidently diftincted. Doth Paule tay? 
fopm- alaquando extra Chrifta? or faicth he noriEratis 
fine Chrifto ? To makethe’ mater fenfible to you ( my 
deare brethren )be you newer fo fimple,where he {ai 
without Chrift, there is 10 election,that propefition is 


HE ADVERS. 
_world. But thar fanctification was but temporal I, like 
as alfo was their faith .wedo not denice but that the re- 
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in seb : albeit that from the daies of Abraha , they had 
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Jief euerlafting,but in Chrift Iefus onlie. But if hewill 


‘Chrift,without God in this world,& without the league 


thatthis is a ftable and immutable foundation:the 


elect frome his loue, which iu Chrift Iefus, he 


erte,if it be vnderftand , that man was neuer elected t0 : 


affirme that none are elected in Chrift Iefus , without 
Chrift, that is to fay,before that they come to the true, 
and perfect knowledge of gods mercies in Chrift, that 
propofition is moft fals and doth repugne (as plainely 
‘may fe) to the mynde and wordes of the Apoftle.for | 
affirmeth,that we were elected in Chrift Iefus, before 
the fundation of y world was laid, yea whé we were dead 
by {inne, ignorant of him,ftrangers from the teftament 
of his promes which S$. Paule calleth to be without 


of the teftament. And by thefe wordes doth the Apoftle 
magnifie the {uperaboundat mercies of God fhewed to 
the world in Chrift Iefus. By the which he receaued not 
onely the Iewes who long had continued in league with 
God , but alfo the Gentiles to the participation of ‘his 


ued as difpifed & reiected of God. Let the reader now 
iudge how ftrongly yeconclude. Tothe _ of the 
A pottle,rouching the illumination of fuch, as after vt- 
terly fall back , [haue before anfwered , ye vniuftly ac- 
cufevs, y we feke fhiftes and narrow bores, to the end y 
we fhall not be fubieét to thetructh. For this is our 
plaine confeffion,which we fimply and boldly do affir- 


Lord knoweth his own,that no creature is able to {ep - Rom. 8 


beareth to them. 
Where boldly ye affirme vs tobe of a peruers and ae 

reprobat mynd , if wedeny them to be elect, who haue ,. 

receaued from God {uch graces, as man in this life can 

receauc no greater . It may femethat becaufe ye delyte 

to {peak what ye pleafe , yetake libertie to lay to our 

charge what foeuer femeth goodto you. — 

Itruft ye be neuer able to proue that any of vs,hath af- | 


firmed that he who had receaucd of the fre ae God 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS, 
a true vnfeined and liuelie faith,is not the elect of God, 
and that faith we knowe do gods children,which cum to 
aige and diferetion receaue inthis life, as Peter did : 
againft the which , did Chrift pronounce, that the gates 
and portes of hell fhould not preuaile. But it appercth 
to me that your doubt,is ether to witt,whether God be- 
toweth his great and riche talentes vpon the reprobi- 
tc.for if fo he fhould do,ye affirme y he beftoweth them 
in yaine, meaning ,to receaue no frure of them. That 
God beftoweth great talentes vpon rhe verie reprobate, 
the {criptures manifeftly do witnes , to {peake nothing 
of licf,reafon, corporall health , vichelfe, and honors, 
which the reprobate in greateft abundance do pofleile, 
-— doth not Chrift witnes,that many fhall cry, Lord in thy 
name we haue prophecied , we haue caft owt deuils, 
and in thy name haue we done many wonderous wor- » 
kes? And yet fhall Chrift anfwer I never knewyou.Doth 
not Paule affirme that albeit he knew all myfteries,had 
all prophecie , and knowledge, and all faith (fuche he 
meaneth,as by the which miracles are wroght )yet with- 
out he had charitie he were nothing ? But yet I pray 
you,do prophecie,knowledge,the gift of togues and of 
miracles ceafe to be the good and riche talétes of Gad? 
be crie yet are they beftowed without hope of frute to 
be receaued,&, in vaine,if they be beftowed vpon the re- 
frousre: That of you is boldly and moft blafphemouf- 
y affirmed.forGod knoweth : he frute which his Chur- 
che fhall receaue, not onely of thofe {piritual talentes 
howwicked that euer they be fro whofe difpenfation, 
_ they are committed )but alfo of the corporall and tem- 
porall benefit , yea of very tyranny,doth his wifedom 
and goodnes caufea frute and commoditie com , and 
ipring out tohis Churche. By theryranny of Nabu- 
chadnezer, he punifhed the proude contemners , and 
tricd, and partly purged his children , who beforc were 
Nlothfull , and ne ligent. by great. conquett and 
victorie, whiche Ei gaueto Cyrus, he procured the de- 
lyucrance 
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without frute and all togither in vaine , were thefe 


W extcdeth y felf, in fomecafes eué to his enemies, 
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deliuerice of his people from bond ige.By the great a- 
bundace of victuales, giuen inthedaies of Pharao,we- 
re Incob and his children fufteined. And think you 


aid the like benefites beftowed ? althogh that the moft 
part of thefe were idolatrers ,cruel murtherers , and ry- 
probare,to whofe cuftodie, thele taleres were comitted. 
yeareto bolde thus to controle God. for his wifdome — 
will not in all thinges be to your foolifhnes. | 
Thediuertitic of creatures here beneth in earth , may 
terch you more fobrietie. How many cratares I pray 
youapps to our iudgement to be fuperfluoufe and 
Viinely crvated, not onelie becaufe they profitt not 
man.out becaus they are vnprofitableto them felues? 
bur fhall we therfore accufe gods wifdom , by whom 
they are created? God forbidde . for befides the omni- 
potencie of his power , and wifdom manifefted in their 
creation, he lone knoweth their vfe, profiet and ¢om- 
moditie, which euery creature receaue of an other, 
howdull fo euer our fenfes be. And the fame oghe you 
to confidre, in all talentes , and giftes committed to 
mi,how wicked fo euer they be,to whom they arecom- 
mitted.for not onely therin is gods goodnes to be prat 


but alfo fom. profite doth cuer arife to his Church , by 
his graces,how fo euer they be abufed, by the reprobat. God, pz 
The pregnit witt and fubeill ingin of Iulian the apotta- lenes ox 
tate,ferued the Churche,in ftede of afpurre in histyme, "every 
and caufed the godlie learned more diligently to fear- fs seco 
che the feriptures of God, then be fore ches had done. fr am: 
And the tame doth your peruerfe iniquite this day to- Chapeig 
warde vs:Where ye fay,hatst fals,thatGed did intend te beflow 
bis valétes in vaine for afmuch as the Inbe Goft wiherh and exhertethvt 
not te reveaue the gvace of God im Vasne, met withflading Ged willeth 
not vs te receaue lus grace in Vaine, we Ab ufing his grace receame st 
in Vaine other wies n vaine did Paule exherte te receaue gra 
crinvame. Thefe be yowordes &this is your reafon wI 


leaue to be iudged vpo,by y godlie reader for we do nor 
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fay that God beftoweh his giftes in vaine (albeit the 
b reprobate be participant thereof ) but it 1s you ¥ affirm 
that in vaine and without frute they are beftowed , ex- 
cept that all be elect to life eucrlafting ¥ receaue them. 
which doétrine is fo ftrange to vs, that we doubt not to 
&§ aftirme,with the hafard of our liues, that by gods f{erip- 
| cures,it can not be mainteined. The wordes ofthe Apo- 
— ftle in the place by you alledged, nether affirmeth 
man may do, nether yet whathe may nordo : but he 
declareth how diligently &carefully not onely by prea- 
ching, but alfo by exhortation and praier he trauailed, 
that his labors myghe be ftutefull amongeft chem , and 
_ fo that they fhould not receaue ¥ grace of God in vain. 
But admitting that he had {aid ,1 commande you not 
to receaucthe grace of God in vaine, could ye there- 
of conclude any morethen ye may do of thefe wor- 
des , be you holie,for Iam holte,faieth the lord ?There 
is a inwhom ftandeth power toper- 
fourme the fame? If it ftand not in man,fay you, in vain 
is the precept giuen.how you be able co proue that,I re- 
mitt to your better aduifemét. To me is nothing vaine 
that God {peaketh or commandeth. for 1am aflured 
ether by gods will reueled are the elect inftructed , how 
they oght to walke, or els are the reprobate in their 
The pla- Confciences couict, that knowing gods holie will,obfti- 
ee of the natly they tebell againit the fame : and fo are they wit- 
2. chap. nefles cocheir own iuft damnation. | 
ef Peter’ The place of Peter doth maniteftly fight againft you: — 
* . for how focuer the dogge hath vomited the corruption 
of his ftinking ttomocke: and how fo cuer the fow hath 
vere to haue beneclenfed : yet nether of both chage - 
theire owne nature. But y dogge remaincth the dogge, 
and therfor can do none other thing , but to returne to 
his vomite, and fow remaining the fow imuft ne- 
des returne to wallowe in the myre. But (fay you) Peter 
affirmeth,that they were verel a oa I anfwer, as tou 


ching the tructh and nature of the doétryne which they 
| profelled 


3 


werencuer of Chriftes ofen nobre,no not eué whé 


no cométarie:for faicth he, they haue pafled out frome 


an other. And to make all mé more diligent,in doin 


That this is the fimple meaning of both the Apoftles, 


fhall confet 
_ ding,whether they were eleét or reprobate,ofwhom the 


* 
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ogee , fo they were . for igwas the verye true know- 
edge of Gcd,which was offered vnto them, and whiche 
they had receaued.In W if they had cotinued, 
they sing d verely hauc bene fre frome all bondage, ae- 
cording to Chriftes promes, But becaus they were none 
of his chofen fhepe,nor peculiar flocke,they did decline 
fro y holie comand emet,and fo were their laft wors then 
their firft.becaufe the feruant knowing the will of the 
matter and not doing the fame is worthie many {tripes. 
All this I know doth pleafe you,except, ¥ I affirme that 


they profefled boldly whe they liued moft ftreitly, - 
and when moit they appered to haue bene purged.I will 
not bynd you to beleue myn attirmation, excepe that I. 
bring y witnefling of the holie Goft,S.lohn faicgh,they 
haue pafled out fr6 vs (he {peaketh of 
they were not of vs,tor af cheyhad bene of vs,of a trueth 
they fould haue remained ys &c.Thefe wordes nede 


vs.And why?becaufe they were not of vs,no not gué whé 
they profetled molt earneftly &e:Shut vp your cyes 
asyc lift, this light fhall ye neuer beableto obfcure, 
much lefle ro extingusth. The place of S.lames,and of 7's the 
Apoftle Paule to Timothe. 2.Timoth.2. do teach not 
oncly the minifters of word,but alfo cueric faithfull 
man,how carefully one fhould procure the faludtion of 


their duetic,hedeclareth in what extreme danger ftan 
fuch,as do erre fr6 the trueth , or that remaine in bon- 
dage of Sati,as alfo, what acceptable feruice vnto God, 
do fuch , as by whom God calleth others from the way 
of damnation. | 


truft cuerie godlie man, diligently will read the text, 
wich me.your foolifh queftions deman- 


Apoftle {peaketh,and your academical reafons groune 
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ded vp6 your own fantafies, I omitt as vnworthie to be 
an{wered: for ¥ Apoitle {peaketh to no one particulare 
forrsbut ac6m6 and general dorine,for the 
-endes whieh I haue rehearfed before. And albeityefe- 

arenot now to affirme,that the preaching of repentan- 
ce is in vaine, if our opinion be true, the Sy fhall com, 
when ye fhall know, that nether was the fharp prea- 
_ ching of John, nether yet the glad ae and amia- 
ble voice of Chritft Iefus,blowen to the worlde 1n vaine, 
albeit thar the Scribes and Pharefies remained full 
the generation of vipers , and that they could nether 
feare nor beleue the promes of faluation , becaufe they 
were not of God , but uf the deuil,whofe children they 

The places of Ifaiah and Ieremie,I haue before decla- 
ted, & therefor in few wordes I will touche ¥ purpofe of 

the holic Goft , which was not to inftruct that people 
whom, when,or how many God had elected to lief & 
 -merlafting in Chrift Iefus his Sonne, or whoni for iuft - 
caufes,he had reprobated, but to conuict them of their — 
amanifeft, and moft vnthankfull defection , and to take 
from them, all excufes , both the prophetes do declare, 
how gently God had entreated them , yea how benefi- 
cial he had benero their fathers , whom he called from 
ignorance, whom he norifhed in |: is own knowledge, 
and at length planted, and hedged them about with all 
munition and neceflarie defence. So that now the chil- 
dren declining to Idolatrie could hang no excufe. for 
their fathers Abraham , Ifaak , Iacob , and Dauid , wh- 
om hecalleth the fairhfull fede, gaue vnto them no 
. fuch example. But how faieth he, art thow now chan- 
ped, to be vnto me a degenerate vineyard ? what 

eth this, I prayayou, for your purpofe , or for to ter 

ue ,-that thefe , that be elected in Chrift Iefus ,to licf 
meek may be com reprobates ? If I fhould anfw- 
ere, thatthe ftocke which was planted faithfull, re- 
mained faithfull , but that ic produced many — 
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4nd vnfrutefull branches , which therefor , muft nedes 
becut of, noneofyour fect were able fo confure mé. 
for [fhould hauethe Apoftle for my warrant. Burl 
delyte in nothing fomuche, as in the fimple and nati- 
ue meaning of <8 {criprures , as they be alledged in 
their own places bythe holieGoft. 
the propheres Maiah , and Hofeas , haue nor borh one 
end. for Ifaiah in the 14 chapter doth ptomes in the 
perfon of God , that he wold fhew mercie fo Iacob, and 
thathe wold choofe Ifrael againe : yea that he wold 
detroy Babylon, for their faik, and fo wold choofe 
his people to him felf againe, whom for atyme, he 
appered ro haue reiected , fo that other Jordes then he, 


did beareruleouerthem. But Hofeas ia the contra- 
rie fenfe affirmeth , that becaufe they had abufed the u 


long pacience of God , and had not righteoufly confi- 


dered , howrenderly he had intreated them, that there-' 


for fhould the {word rofhe in into the eitic, that tr 
fhould deftroy , and deuore, fothar none fhould be 


found to releue rhem, This ldovtnot, isthe mea- 


ning of both rhe prophetes. O but youcrie, here is 
mention made, that God wil] choole his people againe 
therefor he had once reie¢ted,whom before he had cho 


fen. Itruft yewill nor, that gods Maieftie fhalbe fub- — 


iect to periurié, forthe eftablifhement of your error, 
he had before folemnely {worn not onely to Abraham 
butalforo Dauid, that hewold for cuer, bethe God 
of that people,and that of the frute of his loynes fhould 


one fitt vpon his feat¢e , and thar for euer. If he had fo 


reiected his people,that no election had remained, ne- 

ther yetthat he had made a differéce betwext them, 
- and the prophane natios, be fore the c6ming of Chrift 
Icfus,where was the ftabilitie of this former promes?we 


know,y the giftes,and vocation of God, are without re- 
pentice in him felf, y hecafteth not away fuch, ashe be 
> foreknewto be his own, but that in ¥ greateft extremi 
_ tie,has promes abideth ftable, asin this people he moft 
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qeuidently declared . for he did not fodifperfethem, fo 
reiect them, and as it were in his anger caft them of, 

_ and giue them ouer tothe appetites of theire enne- 

mies,but that ftillhe did knowe , and auowe them to 

_ be his people,yea euen in their greateft calamitic.As in 
thefe wordes he doth witnes, faying, when they fhalbe 
in the land of theire ennemies [ will not refufe them, 
nether yet will 1difpyfethem, forhat I will veterly de- 
{troy them,or make my couenante with them, to be of 


- none eftect,tor Iam the lord their God. for then I fhall 
remembre myne old couenant, which I made with thé 
when I led them furth of the land of Egypt, in the pre- t 
fence of the Gentiles, that I mightbe their God, Ithe \ 
eternall, And in the fame prophete, in many places” i 
mo, the fame is moft euident. for thus he writeth fore- t 
{fai.ns feing their capriuitie: Yet now heare 6 Iacob my feruit 
and Irael, who I haue chofen, thus faieth the Lord that F 
amadethe,and formed the,from the wombeche will help c 
thee, feare not 4 Iacob my feruant ( aduerte that yet he " 
' doth acknowledge Iacob to be his feruant, euen in his c 
greateft miferie ) and thow righteous whom I haue 
chofen,for { fhall powre owt waters vpon the thirftie , & 
floodes ypon the drie grounde : I fhall powre furth 
my {piritypon thy fede, and my vpon thy 
td buddes, And inthe fame Chapter, afterthat heha 
reproued the vanitie of idolaters, he faieth : Remem- 
brethefe (6 Iacob and Ifrael) for thou art my feruant, I ' 
haue formed thee tothis purpofe, that thou fhoul-— f 
deft be my feruant: 6 Ifrael forget me not &c. For my 
names faike will Iditfer my wrath , and for my praife — i 
will Irefrein it frome the, thatI cut the not of &c. 
Lift "P your eyes to the heauens, and beholde the . 
earth beneth,for the heauens fhall vanifh away like ff “° 
{moke, and the earth fhall wax olde like a garments 
and they that dwell therein thall perifhin like maner, 


but my faluation fhalbe for euer ( he meaneth the 
deliucrance, which he had promifed to char 
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~ and my righteoufnes fhal not be abolifhed &c. For a li- sai. 54, 


tlewhyle haue I forfaken thee, but with great compat: 


fion fhal I gather thee &¢.And the fonnes of ftrangers s/ja.60 


fhall buyld vp thy walles, and their kinges fhall {crue 
thee. for in my wrath I {mote thee, but in my mev- 


cie I had compaffion on thee For Zions fake 
not hold my tongue , and for Ierufalems fake [ wil 


not reft, vnrill the righteoufnes thereof breake furth, 


the light,and the faluacion thereof, as a burning i/aia.6t 


lamp &c. And their {ede fhalbe knowen amongeft the 
Gentiles , and their buddes among the — : All 
thar fethem fhall know them, that they arethe fede, 
which the Lord hath blefled. Thefeand many places 
mo ,do manifeftly witnefle , that God did neuer befo- 
rethe comming of Chrift Iefus in the fefhveterly re- 
iect and“ refufe that people ( as thar they did not ap- 
pertemn ynto him )but that he did auowe them to be his 
chofen , his peculiar people and his inheritance ,cuen 
_ whé they were in greateft miferie. Yea further God had 

continually of the fede of Abraham , during the tyme 
ofthe Law,and the prophetes, fom nombre openly to 
yom his name in the 7 of the world . And there- 
ore confider with your felf, how iuttly ye gather vpon 
thefe wordes of the prophet,God fhal yet againe choofe 
Irael,that therefore God had veterly rei all Ifrael, 
yea cuen from the life euerlafting.for except that fo ye 
conclude,yc haue proued nothing of your purpofe, for 
fre controuerfie ftandeth not betwext vs and you , whe- 
her that God doth fomrymes choofe, and promote a 
man, or apeople to honor and at inthis life, & 
thereafter iuftly deprive him or them from the fame. 
for this did we neuer denie. But the hole controuertie 
confifteth in this point,whether that fuch as God in his 
eternall counfel , hath elected in Chritt Iefus to life e- 
uerlafting can after be reprobated , and fo finally perifh 
and that fhal ye neuer be able to proue.That the fim- 
plereader may the better vnderftand the meaning of y 


fi 
i 
is 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
] 
| 
| 
4 


20 AGAAINST THE ADVERS, 
— prophete,this ladde The people in the captiuitie of Ba 
bylon were fo opprefied, and fo deftirute of all hope e- 
uerto be reftored to any dignitie or libertie againe. 
Thatto them itappered a Tike pollible to raife the 
dead cirkafes of fuch,as were buried in their er aucs, 
4s to deliver them,trom the handes of the proud , and 
puifant Babylonians. And therefore doth not onlie 
liztah,who long afore {aw their bondage,& the redemp 
tion from the tame,but alfo Jeremiah & Ezechielwho 
did fe it with their eyes,with great boldnes& cofticie af 
firme,that they fhoulde be from that bodage, 


they thoulde be maried W God& fo fhoulde be cholen ’ 

againe,as Prophet here {fpeaketh,w is not to berefer 
Hew red toy partof God,butto the apprehention of the peo 
plewho thoght them felues veterly forfaken and reiee- ’ 
ted of God. Againft this temratié, y {aith:God 
gan, {ball choofe Ifracl againe,that is fhal reftore them tof 


former dignitie , yea to a greater. And ¥ fhouldehedof 
in fuck fort,y they fliould know y he was God merciful 
coftant, and immutable of his promes. And fo the reno 
—uatid of the league in fuch fort,that the worlde might ,, 
| fe that God fauored Hracl,is called the new a, 
new Mariage,not that God had ever in him {elfdecread 
and purpofed,that the Meffias and blefled fede fhoulde 
detcend of any other nation,but of the fede of Abraki pe 
and houfe of Dauid,bur that the people , in the 
of them affliction, had receaued fuch a wounde,bv 
fon of their gricuous plagues,and former offences tha 
they thoght ¥ God hyd veterly rerected ‘them,let ¥ pr of L 
phetes be redde with indifferent iudgement. And this! 
dowbte not fhal! appere moft true. Now to the relto’ 
your feriptures. | | | 
ADVERSARIE. 
The 31 briff commandeth Iehn te preache unite the feuen Congr 
mene Wwheme were bathe elect repreba'e to whem 
maner efdottrine , as ye seach, that the elect coulde no ful 
but warneth ‘bem te take bede tha’ they lo fe wet 
wih ‘ney bad goten but labere to increafe reat them 
they forfake he grace, whereof they were 
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takers nether difcouraged be the mae wicked of them, aa ye do, fayine. 
that by the preerdinance of God shey of maceffisre mast perith but wiilerh » 
thento repent and amend, and they /roulde Lue. yet knew he bothe 
woe were and whe were reprobate. e the congregation of Ephe- Apical. 
fis, be fasrb that foe was fallen from her firft lowe , ana without 
membred from whence /Le was fallen, repented , and did her firft wer- 

kes, the Lord wold urtly come and vemoue ber candilfiick owtef ber 
place The congre gation of Smirna he commandes) ve be unte 

the death. and [0 /)-oulte /Le receaue the crowne ef had bene 
your he had not ufed (uch of dottrine . vasne 3 

he exborte the reprobate to be fathfull, whem be had cafl away. and 
Jeperfiuous were tt, to extort the clech, Wha he knew, se be predefiinate 

fe that they coulde not fall Inthe congregation ef Pergamus were two 4 
fetes thats Balaamstes, and Nicheiassasm , whom the 

Lord dia hate, then were they not wed, and fo confegquently were they. 

not elect ajrer your opinion yet wrilleth he them te be conuerted , and te 
receaucane yy name written in whire fone-lu the cogvragation oj T/na- 

tyra Was the fals propheteffc Lefabell to whem he gawe fpace te repent, 
and (4s Peter fareth) , the long fuffermg of she Levdts , then 
might Lehaue repented nos withflanding (he did not was 
reprobate, lik wife unte them which committed frrmcanon with her, § 

that repentance granted. The congreg ation ef Sardis thigh Ape 3 
fle did lime.yet in dede fhe Was dead And thas of her which 

We yer a Was in dang er of death. wherefore he walleth bev to call 

to remembrance, What/he Lad heard and what grase/oe bad receaucd Apoc.7 
and'orepent ber of ber waperfel werkes , and watch,lefi the Lerd 
like a thief come upon ber Un wares.Lf the comgreg ation of Sar- 6 

dis Was ele thenin vaine doth the Lord threaren ber after your 

mow ,andif fle was reprobate , hat awaslet)) it te watche and re- 

pene. The congregation of “Uiniadelphia , he comenandeth te helde 

thas Which he hath thay no man take a way her crowne (44 Peter fasth 2. Pet.3 
Beware left ye with sther'men be alfo plucked away error 

of the wisked ,@ fall from your owne Pedfajfines wha? Shoulde thry fra 

ve the of thar which( as you fay) they cam wos loft. The congregation 

Of Lasdicra Which was nether hore nev colde,bus wretchced meferable, 

and poore and blynd and naked.if ye fay tt Was elect yet the Lord threat 
st that he welde Spe w out of his you fay that they Were g 
reprobate, yer mig/n they bone faved gre we feruen' andrepent. And 
woere they were prere they might haue bugit ef Chreft tried gold im 
the fier to make them rich and where they ware naked they mighs be cle 
thed with wi,yte raymens of rig hteoufnce ta cower their nakednas 
Morcouer they might haue gotten she falua of true knewleege, by the 
ef God go anoint thesr biynd eyes,are We (¢.hew that theres mone 
Othe fe .ogreg atios [0 ele bus they might fale therefore haue nedeef 10 
tobe conflans the ende Left perchance the elect 
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velfel of Ged, feaveth him felf they fooulde become caft aways 
agasng there be mone fo reprebare but they be here ce of 
reperance granted ‘he te turne fré their Wickednes liwe.So wolae ex. 


hort you ve repentand turne from your errers, and fake for his Salue of 
true knowledge ve anoint your blind ignorant cyes,"bat ye migh* percea- 
we ,bew ye be partakers of all fal:es whech were found among the 
men congrcg that ye axe infected With this poyfened error of men 


hecefiise and froscall de flinge , move then they.God grant that ye maybe 


alje pariakers of he mereie and grace effred torhe Said congreg atun: 


first ye paricipate the songregatione/ Ephesus im that there of 
which call hem felues Apeflles,& are liers the cogveg ation of 


Smirna in that here be anseng you Which call hem felves Lewes, 


fpirituall are of ‘he congregation of Sathan. With the om 


gregatsen Pergamus m that Sathan dwelle:h aAmeng you , and ean 
become perfecuiers of Am cf the hfull and mthatye 
mainesme the deltrynef Balaam giuing the people ovcafion of finne,wrh 
the con regacien Thiaura m hawe the of the preopherelfe 
lefabell ,seaching a with the congregarjen of Sat 
dis,im that ye haue a name that ye ye! ave dead,and in that you 


werket are Mey for ye eache that by ne meancs can whey be per 

13 feet sn ting Werlde, wiih ihe cogrega'sene{ Philadelphia sn tha’ as te afore 
ze ave become the cogregatiees farha, where as ye weld be afemed 
Lewes Chrifies cogvegaue with the cogreg atie of Lacdicia, 


that ye are Wreiched nuferable olynd naked and ne ber here nor coldefe 


ye thogh ye exhort your difciples te de t0 pull all carne): ferventia 
from them y «fay they canneuer atiene any during this wend, 


Take hede therefore eat Christ pe u met ent of iis month , 
I faieth the Lord at the deore knocke-if any ma leave my voice 


ope the doere 1 ivil come gn te bim cr wal fuppe with him & he wate mt. 
pen the doore im efi fe bim rot wiht cakes by his Voice. And f 


you of your fur your deore and 


which calleth,and if you de not obey ins ve.ce them are caf aways 
Without ye repens in ame .Thus st become’) vs ald vo talke reneremly 
gods election far onely as We fele by experience the fpsrit of Ged works 
tn vs 00 that when we fele vhe fpirit of Ged increafeim Us. we mA) 
afjured that we are fauer , bu when we be led away fro one vit 
to an oticr as Was in abufing Bear killing V rias,lerus™ 
shen to be beloned of bam which hatred all workgs ef smquit 
| | ANSWER. 
When I did firit read this your blafph emous 137 
I did wonder to what purpofe, ye wolde rehcarie the a 
uertifementes,admonitions,and exhortations 
the feuen Churches in Afia , & vito all other church 


intheir names and conditions,icing that 
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the fame can ferue your purpofe,yea altogether the ho 
lie Goft hole worke, doth manifeftly fight: 
againft your pettilent errors. and therefore I fay atthe 
frit fight , did wonder , to what purpofe ye wolde 
uail,where ye were ailured rolofe your labor.But when I 
came to your coclufion,which ye make in maner of ex- 


hortation to vs,I did that eafie it is to fynd a 


ftaf(as the prouerbe faith) to beat thedogge,which mi y, 94. 

wolde haue killed. Burto the matter, Yeboldely 

affirme(how fo ecuer ye be able to proue) that the 
oftlevierh no fuch maner of doctrine, as we teach ,&c. 

If ye vnderftand,that becaufe heteacheth not in thole 

feuen epritles, or letters , in ex relie and plaine wordes, 

that trom the beginning fom be elected to lite cuerlaf 

ting , & others be reprobate,that therefore heteacheth 

itinno place, ye are not ignorat of § anfwer ,and there 7%” 


| t locus 
fore lomutt rt. afke, 1fyoudo notthink that the 


x parte 
Apottle doth dedicat this his hole worke to thotfe feuen ah 
congregations, fo docth him felf witnes (as in the firft | 
chapter is cuident) then what fo euer is conteined in 

this hole vifion,apperteineth to the inftruction,exhor- 
tation,ad monition,comfort, and before aduertifement 

of thofe cogregations,no les then that, which is conte 

ned in thefe words by you rehearfed. Then let vs heare Apoc.7. 
what is writen and {poken by him in this mater , I fawe 

(faich he )foure Angelles ftanding vpon the foure cor- 

ners of the earth holding the foure windcs of the earth 

that the windes fhoulde not blowvponthe earth &c. 

And I faw an other angel] afcending from the vpri- 

fing ofthe fonne.&c. And he cryed with a loude voice 


| tothe foureAngelles,to whom power was giuen to hurt 


the earth & the fea ( faying ), not the earth nether 
the fea, nether yetthetrees, vntil we haue fealled the 
feruantes of our God intheir foreheades.I pray you, 
why were thefe .who were to be marked inthe fore- 
heades,more called the feruantes of God , y the voice 
of the Angell, then others? I knowe you will anfwer,be- 
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244 AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
— caufe of their good workes, and godlie intentions. 
But from whence I praic you did it procede,thar § wor- 
kes,and intention of the one fort were good,and of the 
other wicked ? Ifyou fay , from their own frewil, and 
pores the holie Goft doth proue you liers, as before! 
saue declared, and our Apoftle afligneth alfoan other 
Apna). caufe, iaing,And power was giuen to the beaft vpon all 
13 tribes, tongues and natids, and all chofe that dwelt vp- 
en the earth,did worfhip him,whofe names are not wri 
ten in the book of life , of the lambe, who was killed 
from the beginning of the worlde. Here it is plaine 
that our Apoitle againft your affirmation, teacheth 
that {ome do woifhip the beaft and fo do finally pershh: 
and otherdo notworfhip him,and actein to life.& that 
becaufe the names of the one are written in the booke 
_ of life,and the names of the others are not written, and 
Apecal, ©2At more plaincly he fpeaketh in thefe wordes : Then 
Lloked,and loa lambe ttanding on the mount Zion, & 
i w him a hundreth, fortic & foure thoufand hauing his 
fachers name written inther foreheades &c.and they 
fang as it were a newe fonge , before ¥ throne,and befo 
rethe foure beaftes & the elders,& none coulde learne 
the fong except thofe hundreth tortie and foure thou- 
fand , which were boght from the earth&c.and aftre in 
Aged. the17 chapt. is mencioned of thefe inhabitantes of the 
17 earth,who fhall wonder vpon the beaftwhofe namies are 
not written in the book of life, from j creation of the 
worlde.if in thefe places I fay PA poftle maketh no dif- 
feréce betwext one fort of men & an other, let y reader 
iudge.if there be difteréce betwext boghe &not boght, 
writté in ¥ book of life,&not writté,to learn ¥ newe - 

& not to learne y fame, thé no dow 6 Apoftle putt 

as — a diftercce, as we do,yea ¥ hole bo e of hisre 
uclatid is to declare.¥ there is a nobre of elect calledy 
fpoufe of ¥ libe, who it behoueth to be cdplete before 

; y cofumartis of all th igs com,&before y © inocét blood 
that hath bene fhed,be reuéged vpo th set dwell vpoa 
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teachers cf it be fals teachers, & it is not written in gods 


_ fore becausthefe former cogregatids(as faid is )had pro 


intreated as his domeftical feruantes. 


= 
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theearth.and therefore aduife with your felues howye 
be able to proue,that $.Iohn taught no fuch doctrine as 
weteac). Bucadmutting that he had never {poken,ne- 
thervet ofany nombre chofen, that can not fall vre- 
terly from their cle-tion, nether yet of any nombre 
reprobate, who nedcs be apprehended with the 
beat, and with him be cait into rhe Inke of fyre. Is 
it therefore a good argument, that all thofe that reach 
fuch maner of doctryne be fals teachers? or that no 
fuch do€tryne is conteined in the holie Scriptures? I 
wil make the like reafon : Nether Moifes,nether Iohn 
the Brptift'in any expreiled wordes,haué left co ys ivrit- 
ten.that Chrift Iefus fhoulde be born ofavirgin, that 
he fhoulde {utter in Ierufalem,that his difciples fhould 
all be {clidered, and fee from him, chat he froulde rife 
againe,and afcending into the heauen,fhoulde fend ihe 
holie Goft vilibly vpon his Apoftles. nether Moifes I 
fay nether yet Iohn,who were excellent teachers , haue 
taught in exprelied wordes any fuch dofrine,Ergo the 


{criptures, your argument is no better , admitting that 
theA poftle had neuer made métion of any fort elected. 
- Bur now fhortly to anfwer co all which without pur z¢ phe 
pofe ye heape to gether in this place, I fay firf,ye oght 2.3.4.5 
to haue made a difference betwext thofe feuen congre- 6.7. 8. 
gations where Chrift Iefus had bene preached,and rece- 9.10. 
aued.and the reft of the worlde W thé remained,or after hew ex- 
was to remaine in blindenes,& error.for to thofe y ha- /ertatse 
ue by publicke profeflion receaued Chrift Iefus,be they 
elect, or be thev reprobate do appertein exhortations files: oe 
threatning,¥ doctrine of repétice,conlolatio propheci- ‘and the 
ig.&reuelati6 of th igs TO com,but to thofe y yetrema- deérine 
ine manifeft enemies of the tructh,apperteine onelie ¥ repen 
comon calling to ébrace the trueth,with the threatnig ** 


of deftructio, ifthey contiune vnfaithfull. And there- 


felled them felues to be of gods houfholde they were 
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If any afke the caufe why are fom fo amiably , and 


others fo intreated , anfwer , no other caufe 


44.15 


can be afligned,but that it pleafed gods infinit wifdome 
and goodnes to make that plaine,and euident differen- 
ce,betwext thofe that ounce be receaued in his houfhold 
(be it by externall profeflion tT and thofe that re 
maine in blindenes, that the one he commonly doth 
vilit, but the other he doth as it were neglect , and de- 
ftroy.for what other caufe can we afligne , that God fo 
louingly did often call to repentice the people of Ifra- 
el {o often offending from the daies of Moifes vntof 
comming of Chrift Iefus , thar he fent vnto them Pro- 
phetes to exhort,to rebuke,and to declare the eftate of 
— to come:and in this mean ceafon, the {pace of 


two thoufand yeres,permitted the Gentiles to walke in 


their own waies?And now after the reiection of the Ie 
wes,what caufe can we afligne,that among vs Gentiles, 
God vieth to ftirre vp,now one countri¢,now ap other 
to receauc the trueth,ro detreft and abhorre our former 
fuperftirion,Idolatrie,and wickednes,and of fo long 
tinuace, hath left hothe y Iewes, & turkes drown fill 
in their blindnes,& damnable errors ? we fhall find no- 
ne other caufe I fuppofe , then did the Apoftle fe when 
that he faid,to God are knowen all his workes, even fr6 
the beginning, and rhart he will reuele his fecretes 
to fuch as pleafe him.ye do not heare in all this reue- 
lation of lohn, that Babiion is exhorted to repéranceP 
the blafphemous beaft is rebuked,ether of his tyranny, 


ether of his blafphemic,with any promes made to him, 


that if hewill convert , he fhall be receaued to mercie 


and fauor.No the fentonce itreuocable is pronounced 
by the Angel,that he fhall come to deftruction. 

But Ephefus,Smyrna, Theatira) and the reft of the 
congregations,which before had profefled Chrift Iefus, 
and yer were become nor manifeft ennemies , but were 
fallé fom in decay of life.fime in corruption of man- 
Rers , aud fom in herefics , were exhorted to returme to 
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- foraman to till and manure the ground, to prepare for 


deafwel asthe other.But herein,'I faie, appereth your 
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repent,and to be feruent,to continue,with fharp threat- 
ning, if they did the cdtrarie. And why this?becaufe that 
God before had planted we them his tructh,which 
vtterly they had not refufed, and therefore doth he 
onor them as his domefticall feruantes , but in vaine 
(fay you) for if they be of the elect,they cannot perifh: e ai 
itthey be of the reprobate forte, they can not be faued- of rong 
This 1s.of you vnreuerently reafoned,wil ye not fufer 
God to order his houfhold,as beft pleafeth his wifdom? fe 
This order hath he appointed that the trompet of his 
worde to exhort,to rebuke,to encourage , to offer mer- 
cic to the'penitent, and co threaten death, to fuch asdo 
declyne , fall clerely found in his Church, fo long as 
hedoth acknowledge it to be his. Not that by the word 
preached, he that was reprobate in gods eternall coun- 
fel, may be the eleét, and fo.changed:but that the wor- 
de preached,and often repetcd,maketh a difference be- 
rwext the clechand the reprobate,cuerbefore man. 
Albeitto you it appere superfluous, that God 
fhall fede his children by his own word, which becaufe 
the reprobate do refufe, therefore do they bearea tefti- 
monic of their own iuft condemnation. in their owne 
confcience. Albeit I fay, this appeare fuperfuous,yet 
God hath commanded and eftablifhed the fame , as __ 
athing mott neceflarie and expedient, for the eftabli 
fhing of his children,and for the manifeftation of his — 
owne glorie., | 
I woder that ye wil not affirme that fuperfluous it is 
Aibread 


victuales,to eat and drinke,& todo fuch other things 
as be neceflarie for the conferuation of the life corpo- 5,4, fe 
rall,teing that God hath appoinred the daics of man is goas 
which he cannot excede,and alfo that ‘our heauenlie fa werde 
ther wil prouide for his childré,feing he prouideth far # the 


the birdes ofthe ayre. Afluredly the one ye may cdclu- 


foolifh blyndnes. firft rhat ye make no difference be- 
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twext the houfhold feruantes, & thofe that bewithour, 
and fecondarely,that ye vnderftand not the vfe,the pro 
fit,and the offer of gods word preached . Is not ¥ king, 
dom of heauen compared toa nett caften into the fea 
gathering together all fortes of fifhes ? whereof albeit 
that the feperation can not perfectly be made, rill the 
nett be drawento the drie lad vpan the laft day:yer dai- 
ly by the worde.by exhortacion, by rebuking & threat- 
ning,do many things com to light, which before la 
baited many do followe Chrift, for atime, and all 
back from him,albeit , that to the end hecryeth,that 
they fhoulde continue. S. Paul affirmeth that hedid 
write his fharpe cpiftle ro theCorinthians for a trial of 
1Cor.:. them, if they Nak in all things be obedient. if they 
as true fhepe wolde heare the voice of their true pa- 
 ftor,acknowledge,& follow it , which he witnefleth that 
* Cor.7 they did. And therefor he faith, nowdo [ re1oyce,not 
that ye did forow, bur that ye did forowe to repentan- 
ce. By thewhich was not oncty the Apoftle comfor- 
ted as he him felf doth confes, but alfo were they new- 
ly confirmed,that the Spirit of God, was not veterly ex 
The ele® tinguiflied before. And foalbeit, yecan fe no trute 
hawt nor neceflitie of gods worde preached , except that 
| i ' the nature of the reprobate be changed , vet do gods 
Diavef children fele in experience , how comfortable itis to 
—hauetheir dull fpirites ftirred vp by frequent cxhor- 
werde. tacions : yea how neceflarie it is , that their dulnes 
Hewthe and vathankfulnes be fharply rebuked. 
ea. Thethird thing,in which I perceaue you hor- 
Gods tibly to erre in all this youre long difcourfe of the 
wwordin {cuen Churches , is that where fo cuer there is precept 
makes of commandement giuen to repent , and to continue 
in faith,or to liue a godlie life , or where fo men- 
p veg t100 is Made,that {pace and time is granted to repent, 


ay placer there ftreight wales ye conclude ,then may men re 
thereof | the 
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the commandementes : then may they repent , and fo 
be faued, alchogh before they were reprobate. For 
thisve affirme of Iefabel , fhe might (fay you ) haue 
repented , and haue bene faued , and likwife vnro 
them that committed fornication with her , is repen- 
trauce granted. | But how vaine is this conclufion, 
God commandeth that which is rightecus , Ergo man 
may doallthat is commanded. God giueth place of 
repentance to all men, Ergo all men do, or may re- 
ent. How vaine I fay be thefe conclufions , fuch 
as be not infected with the peftilent opinion of their 
own power , fre will , and iuftice , may eafely ef- 
pie. When ye haue proued that God commandeth 
nothing , which man may not do by his own power © 
fre, will, and strength, and that fo procedeth 
from, man that in him felf, iclieth ether corepent, 
or notto repent,then may ye fing this fong, which fo | 
oft ye repete : God commandeth, God giueth {pace 
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of repentance , God offereth mercie to 

of their own power, they may repent. But and if we 

x- not fufficient of our own felues to think one ome 
thoghr, ifrepentance be the fre gift of God , and if to 


at receaue mercie procedeth of his own fre gift alfo, then 

ds § harp {fo long as ye lift vpon that one ftring,I will anfwer 

to ff thar except ye make it better aggre with gods fcrip- 

Mt tures,I muft nedcs fay , that he is worthieto be moc- 

 ked that continually harpeth vpon adifcording ftring. 
As we do not contemne your exhortacion , If 33.12.13 

ir- wecoulde be perfuaded, that it did procede from the 14-&1s. 

he F {piritoflenitie, focan we not acknowledge our fel- 

pt F ucs to be infected with the poyfoned error of mere P 
ue F neceflitie , and Sroicall deftinie , nether yet that 

n- — we teachea careles , and libertine life , nether thae 

uy — Wwe giue occafion of finne tothe people. finally thar 

Pe wecin not confes that we teache,and mainteine idolas 
¢ | trie(as moft vniuftly ye accufe vs)without any further 
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probarion.for that any fuch crymes reigne and are per 


mitted amongeft vs without punifhement, ye be newer 
ableto proue.We do not denie,but that among vs haue 
bene men infected with all crimes,which ye lay to our 
charge.for fom of you were once of our nombre,fo far 
as man coulde iudge:butas you haue made your fel- 


ues manifeft,fo haue others allo. But yet it femerh far 


repugnant to equitie and charitie , that the treafon of 


ludas fhould be laid to rhe charge of the faithfull A- ° 


oftles.If 1 lift to take my pleafure in examining your 
Latielel applying the otfences of thofe churches to 


faction ,I doubt not to bring better teftimonie 


or my affirmations then ye haue broght againft vs. 


But that I omit to better opportunitie , willing you in 


the mean ceafon toremébre that he which {peaketh al- 


waie what he lifteth,is compelled fome tymes to heare | 


that which hewolde not. Ar one worde to anf{wer to 
your {clanderours,and malicious accufations,we appelt 
from your fentence vnto him , whofe tructh we main- 


tcin,not that we feare, but that with your confufion we — 


coulde reiect your vennom, in your own ftomockes a- 
raine.but that we are determined not to cdtéd with you 
in difpirefull railing , and vniuft accufations , which is 


your purpofe in this hole book inwW ye thus procede. © 
THE ADVERSARIE. 


Often times ye this faying eleFion was afore the fundation 
of the worlde without any condicion : wherefore they which aree- 
lect , they be elect without any condicion by the immutable decret 
ofGods gooines fo that they can neuer fallcur ef the eleltion: 
other gods sleion were mot certeyne. to the winch I arfwer 


The32 
{ecti- 


on. 


tha’ Gads hohe withrut any condicion,fiere and certeme 


Chrift Wrthout whome rhere nether elelt:on ner faluactin. 
ther made jure in the eleBon by the promesef God im Chrift 


winch promes when be ie made partaker, he entereth en couenatt 

With God but when be breakeh the couenant be for fakeh ‘he promes 
when be ferfakeh the promes, be refufeh Chrift, in re Chrift, 
h: falleth out of the ele&ion wthanding the eleQion abideb 

2 mC hah mo promes without faith, true 
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is gods worke by ius grace,and +8 alfo partly mans work byconféenting the- 
reco. wherfor ‘Paul calleih the righteous workers wiih God, becau- 


fi they Wworke togecher With lim: now sf man for bit parte accor- 


ding to his nature be inconfiant inhis fash then is he out ef promes, 
wherby he was made fure of , yet gods election vemasneth 
re and flable in Christ le/u, Adam and all men in tim before the tran{- 
greffion fall from God by finne , ner wit hitanding the electvon. why 
not the Ure mofi righteoufe of fall new by finne frem the ele- 
1s our elettion /urer now after tranfgre{fion, then tt Was afore 
The holy Goft faseth, yet Cain wens away in Wrath 
from wifdom, but a manca" not go awaye from thas which he hether 
bathe nore can baue. further God gaue inm warning afore, Whiche Was 
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fufficret,ro Wwithdra we fro his ewill mtétion. Te Cain fad the Lerd, 


why art show wrothe, why is thy coumenace abated? 1/ rhow de Well, 
Srall there not be a prometion? And 1 f doeft mor well ,tyeth net thy 
fiane in the dores‘unte thee alfo pervemeth the luff thereof,and thew fhalt 


hawe dominion ower it. If Cain was a reprobate a fore the fundacnm of § 


the world,then had he no dominion omer bis luftes,ro choefe the geod lea 
ut the bad, for then might he hane lined : yet God faseth , Thow /ralt ha 
ue deminton oner st. wherfore it 13 plaine that ain Was ne reprobate, 
when the lord /pake thefé wordes te him. further 1{ god gaue nét Ca.n do- 
munso and power to {wbdue h:s luft, wie Was then the auther of his finne:’ 


Whether is the worde Whiche killethe, hausmg no power cner it felf, mo- 


retobe blamed , or he Wwhiche hath it im his hand 1f Ged not Cain 
pewer te ouerceme ins luff, and grace wherby he might be fawed, Wis is 
the caufe of his damnation ¢ God ss farsful (faieth Paul ) whreh all mt 
Suffer you to be tempted abene your firength, but Shall in the middeft of 
temptation make away that ye maybe able w bvare . likwiefe ded Ged 


with Cain tn lis lemptatie warning thats fhe did well,he jheulde be re- 


warded :1{ be dsd be punifhed: fer there incoraging todo 


Welland that be foeuld net faint,Ged oe wed him he freuldhauede 


ins te pule st. This nor withflanding he Went away in 


wrathe frem wifdom and forfike the counfell of Ged whiche merc: fid- 


dy called him to li: f.After the fleode Ham was bieffed of Gud as ins fa- 


ther Noah and h1s brethren Sem and Lapint , and with the fame blef[ing 
wherewith they were bleffed : yet felt he fremrighteoufnes reieyfing sn 
eu. And tien lo became ve accurféed and not afere:but all reprobates be 
vader the wrath and curfé of God.So Hamwhen be was blefed of God, 
be was net reprobate for then foould be hane bene both bleffid and cur{ed, 
dened and bated all at once. The Ufraelires which were delimered from 


the oppreffion of the Eeyptsans, were chefen and called o { God to ge and 


the land of Canaan Under the condudt of Meifes,ye nether Mofes 

Jor ins offence, nether any of them because of ther :ncbedtence obtained 

Wwierewno they Were ordessed and chofenof God, except we per- 
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fons lofua and Caleb . Morower the fame Ifraeclites were in gods bolic ele- 
Gion andcalled .f God from thesr finnes ,, and chofén im ve and 
10007-'° health as Paule witneffeth, faing, eure fathers were ali under the cleede 
| and all paffed throughe the fea, and were all bapi:fed under Morfes in 
| the cloode,atid sn the (ea, and did ali eat of one (pirituall meat and did all 
drink of one maner of [pirituall drink , and they drank of that fpirituall 

| ocke that follwed them, which Chrift , behold bow Paule 
11 *fcen rehearfed this word,all,to dec re their cho fing and calling to be fe- 
nerall,yet there after(faseth he Jin many of them had Ged no delste. for by 
Sinne they fell from Clorifte and out of their electsen and fo perifbed. And 
shere doth alfo Paule teahe vs hew shofe thinges chanced them for exam. 
ples, t0 put us inremembrance that we do not l:k wife by finne fall from 
that wherunto we ave chofen and called of God. Let him therefor Which 


frandeth may well femble, but he can not fall, wherfor your dochryne 
being consrarie to the fayng ofthe hele muft be fais, as for them 
which ye fay were reprobares before the world Vaine faould ake 
"a hede of any fall feing afore they were , they bad {0 fore a falle thas they 
could neuer againe, and fo depea fall euen to damnation thas 
they can fall ne further .Balaam was flied With the [pris of Ged, 

14 the [paris of treuth , the Spirit of power and the {piri of grace fo lar- 
gely that whom fo ener be bleffed,he was bleed, and woom fo ener 

he curffed be was curféd, but she blejfing of the ungodly reprobate 

15 Verse curfing , fo that whom foeuer ‘ney curfe, God bleffith and whe 
Se ener they bleffe Ged curfeth. wherfer Balaam during the tyme that 
he him felf was fo bleffed of Ged, he was ne repro!ate , but the vhofempf 
God and might haue continued inthe grace and fauor of God. And 
thereto was exhorsed Ged , faying , go "ot w with them, nether 
curfé the people, for they are blefféd where it u to be noted that 
ghia people was bleffed and nor withftanding by idelatrie and carnal 
16 ‘uftes they fell frome the fauor of Ged. And fiede of bleffing gods 
curfe fell om them, a3 it appercth sm Numeri . Like wife Balaam 
throug couetoufnes , re warde and conunuyng in finne , he 
fell from rightesufnes and forfork the trueth, and perifhed with Ue 
curfed ungodlie. Saul and lis heufé was elect and chefen of Godto be 
17 king and rewlers ouer Ifracl , and tha: for ener as Samuel witnefferh 
faying at tyme Wold the lord haue thy kingdom 
Ufrael, but now thy kingdom Shall net Here you fe ew 
Saul the cieit ancimed of God doth fall from that wherwito God 


because thow haft away the werd of the lord, therefor barb 
19 the lord caft away ‘he aljo from being king , wherof we learn that 
Sauder fall was met by the fore erdiiance ej God. be ordeyned 


12 thinketh he flandeth , take bede left be fall. But you fay , that be which 


bad chofén and vrdeined iam. And therafcer in the fiferenth chapter, — 
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conrrarse , but through his smobedsence ve gods word ,wher- 
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unte be migin haue obeyed if be weld. Salomen 


and wifedeme of God aboue all; other, winch was a lyuelie 

of Chrift, of whom God faith fo: Salomon I hanue chofén to be 

my fonne and 1 wall be bis father ,1 will eftabli(h ins kingdome for 
ener, yet didhe fall from this grace, and Wyroght Wwithednes in the 

figit of the Lard , lufting after firange flere and committing 

lairie, and where as Ged cheofe him te be bis fonne he turned his 

heart from God , and folewed Afcacth the god of the Sidons , and Mel- 

com the abomination of the Amonsies, he buylded an ‘nue place for 

Chamoes the abormnation of Moab, and unte Moloch she abomination 


of the children of Amma, and lykeWwies for all his owtland:fh 


which were agreate membre that brent incenfée » and offered 
thew goddes, Here Wane we a noiable example of 
Salomon the eledt (anne of God, kindem God had promifed te éfta- 


blifh for euer. Vers he became he ciilde of the deuil turnyng bis 


heart from God , And giusng him (elf oner te rhe luftesofihe fics and - 
moft vile abominable sdolatrie.lereboam was chofenof G od and anown- 


ted by the prophete Ahia,king ower the 10 tribes of Ifracl te whoGed 2I 


made acouenant that he weld be with bins » and buyld Lima jure houfe 
that ould continue euen as he had promiféd afore vo his feruant Dawid 4 
man after gods own heart. Tet did lercboam , not withftands"¢ the ele- 
ttion and fore ordinance of God fall fromthe fauer of God, ferup twe 


golden calues,one in Bethel and the ether in Dan, and made Lfrael finne 


againfi God to hisown and ther vtter (ubuerfien. ludas was of 42 


God to be the fale of the earth not Unfanerie for that feruerb for ne tht 
buthe became Unfanerie fale throgh bis ewn wickedues, Chrift 


him t0 be the she tight of the world. winch firould fo Jiyne before all 


that they might glorifie by bym God the father but he cau fe be loued dark 
nes better then |i cht has candelfise Was remoned and his quenc hed, 
Chrift chofé him to beane of the t welne, Wiache fuuld fit on the twelne fe 
ates mdgeng the rwelue tribes of Ifract. but becaufe he made not his ele 
thon and calimg {ure by good workes as Peter /peaketh bis name was 
Wiped outef rhe book of lef. (hrift lofeth none of them whore the father 
Sane him except Ludas, Wiache by as ‘Peter faseth) dad 
Was found yn worthie of bis eleEion. Here might the terrible and gre- 
wows fall of with diners others be alledg ed, Which for prolixitse Ipaffe 
euer, Ali thefe aboue rehere fed and many me,veceaued the grace of Ged 
mm vaine, And gireretor did Got cast them away whom afore he had che- 
fen ewen ashe did lerufaler , of whom fo written, caft 
bis lerufalem hane chafen ile houfe,f wh:chel 
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Name Lall be there tlogh God cf mere mercié hath chofen 
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Chrift Tefee.so be hesres of eternal lief, yet 1f We vefisfe him , he will refs 
fevi.e tf we denje himhe wil dente vs And fo as the Prophete (aieth, 
ing. our own wickednes rall reproucvs,and our turning condemne 
33 vs : and therefor fareth the lord by his prophete Ex echiel sf the righteous 

turn away from bis righteoufnes, and de insquitie, all the rig hteoufney 
m.2 that he hath done Shall not be thoght out in the faut that be hath of. 
18 fended withall, and in he finne that be hath done he frall die. | 


ANSWER... 


fame propofition whiche proued 
Teshe* moft falsand deceauable, ye yet labor b multiplying 
‘Of examples , nothing apperteining to that purpofe, te 
defend and mainteine. 3 
Your propofition is that albeit the election is fure — 
and made without all condition in Chriit Iefus,yet 
there none fo elected in him to lief euerlafting vurthat 
he may fall ro perdition, and becom areprobate. And 
for the probation hereof before ye enter to your exem- 
ples, ye two reafones. The former, without Chrite 
~ (lay you) there is nether ele¢ti6, nor {aluation:and this 
we confefle and moft ftedfaftly do beleue , adding that 
election and faluation are fo fure in him,that fo many 
as be elected in him to lief euerlafting,fhal by grace at- 
tein to y fame. Ye procede in yd raifon , fursher man is ma- 
de fare in the eleGion by ibe promes of God in Chrift lef, of which pro- 
mes wie he is made partaker, be entreth sn couenas With God but whi be 
breaketh the couenan' he forfakevh the promes, and when he forfaketh the. 


promes be refucfeth Chrifiin refufing Cbrift he falleib out of 
Wwathitanding the Ejection abydeth furesm Chrift This is your firtt 


reafon. To the WI fhortly & plainely an{were, ¥ becat- 
fe ye fuppofe an impoffibilitic to be poflible, therefor 
yeconcludea greate abfurd for ye {uppofe,thar the 
membres of Chriftes bodie elected in him to life ever-. 
laiting, may fo forfake ¥ promes, fo refufe Chrift their 
head , and fo breake the couenant,that ro y end of theit 
lines they contemne and defpyfe it,which 1s a thing im_ 
poffible,as before I haue proued, and therefor your con 
cludion 2uaileth moshing. when ye thal proue ¥ Chriftes 
fhepe 
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| fhepe,committed to his charge by his heavenly father, 


Eleéion hath no promes without faith: wew farth us gods works by his Tothe 
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can becom wolues or dogges to bark againft their pa- 

ftor,and that fo they continueto the ende,! wil ftudy to 

anfwer you other wife:but vnro fuch time as you learne 

to proue vour purpos more fubftacially,I muft fay that =, 

becaufe there is no membre of your reafon which hath 

a {ure ground , that therefor I will not greatly ftudy to 

confure the f{ame:for man is not made {ure in the ele- 

tion by any promes of God,but ¥ electid which before 

was fecrete in gods eternal! counfell , is by the promes 

and worde of grace notified ynto mi, fo thar rollerably 

it may be fpoken,man is aflured of his eleftion by the 
romes,which he willingly embrafeth,but to befurein 

the election by the promes,is not the phrafe of the ho- 

lie Goft: further of this we fhal examine in your fecon- 

deresfon which is this, 


grace,and alfo maunes Wworke parte’y by conféuting therete:-wherefor 
Paul caller the rightecus soynt werkers With god becaufe they worke ve 
gether w.th him. Now fay yout} ma Jer his part acco ding to 
inconstant in his faith. thenu he out of the gromes whereby he Was 
made of his election,yes Gods election remasneth fure and fable in 

The rft membre of your reafon is darcke , and ob- 
fcure,and the manner of ff peaki ng fo ftrange,thar inthe anfwe 
{criptures Iam aflured it 1s neuerto be founde. se, 

of wo fenfes is eletion taken in the fcriptures. The gregion 
former : for rhe ele@ them felues,as when Paul faieth win one — 
the ele&id did obteine it, tharis.the elect of God ob- of *e. 
teined mercie: And in the fenfe is Paule called 
the veflell. of election, that is,an elect veflel:and if in the firip 
this fenfe yeaftirme velectio,thar is to fay the elect ha- sures. 
Ueno promes without faith, albeit wil nor ercatly con Rem.9 
tend inthat behalf, yerby manifeft fcriprures I may 
prouethe contrarie. for rhe polteritie of Abraham by 
fre election had this promes, that he fhoulde be 
their God. And fainct affirmeth thatthe children 
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of the faithfull were holie and yet all coulde not haue 
faith when the promes was made, for then had Abrahi 
no fede at all, but of this I fay I will not. contend.O- 
therwies election is taken in the {criptures, for the 
etemall countell of God , by the which he hath appo- 
inted Jife euerlafting , to fuch as he hath giuento his 
Rem,9. Sonne before all worldes,as Paul faith: — For yer 
@u che children were borne, when they had neither donne 
food nether bad, that the purpefe of God, which is by 
is clection,that is not by workes but by him thar c 

leth might ftand fure,it was {aid vnto her the elder fhal 
feruethe yonger, &c. And after,cuenfo at this time is 
therea remnant left chrough the election‘of grace and 


fo furth in diuers other places . and inthis fenfe,ifye 


vnderitad that election hath no promes without faith 


aniwere,that gods free election in Chrift lefu nedeth 


_ nether promes nor faith,as touching the parte of God. 


for he in his election refpecteth nether of bothe, but | 


his own good pleafure in Chritt his fonne , & fo I wold 
haue wifhed greater plaines in the firit part of yourrea 
thenthereis.but I perceaue the ground of your er- 
ror by that which followeth . Trew faith (fay you) is 
gods worke by grace,and it is allo partlic mans worke 
_ by confenring thereto, which fec@d part of this fecdde 
| = = membre is na fals . for faith is no parte of mannes 
cine wotk no more thenthechilde begotten of the father 
-werkef and conceaued of the mother is the woike of the felf. 
Ged and but faith is altogether ¥ worke ofGod, for as he biget- 
vs by the worde ¢,and by the power of his, 
worke {pirit maketh our heartes to conceaue and retein 
 Par.s the fede of life : fo by his power are we kept by faith to 
faluatio,w is prepared ro this it fhalbe manifefted 
in § laft time & therefor({aith § Apoftle) through gra- 
ce are ye faued by faith & y not of your felues. ye mult 
compel the holie Goft to recit,W I thinke he wil not do 
for your threatning,before yc be ableto prouc y 

is any of mannes work. 
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The wordes of the Apoftle,you fhame fully abu- 1.cor.; 
fe:far in that place he intreateth onely , how God vfeth 
the muinifters of his worde,and blefled Euangilto be 
helpers with God, in fo far as they arethe embafladers 
of reconciliation,as in an other place he calleth them, 
hemeaneth nothing nether what man docth in the 
worke of his own faluation by his own faith,or by his — 
-owne workes. And rherefor althogh ye (as ablinde 

man) go forwarde to your own fay now if 
man for /as part according his nature be incenftant in bw faith, then — 
ube ous of the promes &c, yet mult we pull you backe and 
fay that becaufe faithe is no part of mannes worke, . 
therefore doth nether his faith nor his eleétion de- 
pend vpon the inconftancie of his own nature,but God jrepperg, 
of his foueraign what imperfe= faith xe 
<tids focucr be in his choté childré hath grouded their ther else 
electid in him (elf & in Chrift lefus his Sone. an other Ph pec 
error I fein this your reafon , W becaute I haue fuftici- 
ently confured,I wil here touch it onely.Ye make faith upon hue 
the ébrafing of y promes,& our obedience, tobe caufles comfage 
of gods eleétion,whé in veriedede they be but the ef- 

fectes of our electid.for nether faith nor obediéce ma- 
kevstobe gods eleé, but becaufe we were elected in 

Chrift Iefus.therefore are we called,made faith fuil ,obe 

dient and fanétified by his fre grace. GBs A 

To admonifh you yer of one thing & fotoput endto . 
ySvnrefonable reafons: Woder it 1s yye will ageribure. 

to clectio that W yedenictp y elect. you affirme y cle~_ 

Cid is fure in Chrift, bur nor elect fay you,be'like yo 
imagin electid to bea certen fpeculatio or imaganati~ 

on without any certen fubftace,to theWitmuftberefer 
ted.but $.Paul teacheth vs ¥ cotrarie faing,he hath cho 

vs in Chrift,he faith electio was in Chrift , but 
wewere eleéted in Chrift Iefus before y fundacids of the 
worlde were laid. This étly J putyou in mind to groud 
your reafons more fubltictally if by themye entéd to 
Proue any thing.A fhort anfwerl might giuc you to al] 
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_ your examples , to witt that,we {peake not of eleGion 
to oftices,or to poficilion remporall,but of election to 


life euerlafting, from the which ye are neuer ableto | 
prouc any to hauc bene finally {ccluded, that in Chrift 


_Iefus was thereto elecicd before the fundacion of the 


worlde was laied. But yet to gratifie you fome what, 


wil pafle through your examples , and cOmunicat with 
eyed iudgement : God grant you heartes to vader 

isathing moft certen that albeit Adam andall 
power» men in hia might and did fall from God by finne, yet 
of grea- cannot the clect of God who be elected to lite eucrla- 
ser ver- {ting in Chrift Ietus, fo fall from their election that 
ane ef finally they perifhe. the reafon is , that as Chritt Iefus, 
hed then the brightnes of the glorie of his father, & the expref- 
Adam, {ed image of his fubitance,is greater then euer was A- 
smpoen dam,fo is his power of grearcr vertucto fauc the cled 
ce was then Adams impotencic was to bring damnation vp- 
tobring on ail. 
amna- 
eranfgreflion then afore the tran{greliion.1 anfwere the 
afiurance and firmitic of our eleétion was alwaies, and 
at all cimes one. For when we ftode in Adam (2s ye ab 
ledge )yet were we clected in Chrift:and whenwe tel in 

Adam,then did our election burtt forthe and appere. 
Te tke | Yebeneuet ablero proue that Cam was elected 
5.&6 to lifeeuerlafting in Chrift lefus:for God loked not 
Cain , nor yer to his facrifice, as that he did to Abel. 
“And why ? becaufe , asthe Apofile attirmeth, rhe one 
offered in faith and the other without faith, Rememe 
ed by bre,l pray you,your former reafon: there is | 

ns own you) elected without faith , but Cain was without f 

reefers. enon before hedid kil or hate his brother, therefor by 
your ownereafon,he was not in y clection,no not cue 
forehe hated. Ido not approuethis argument: but 
vet your former reafon ftanding true, it 1s inuincible 


Moites faiecth not that God promifed 


Where ye afk if our election be furer now after the 
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Cain ouer his luftes,but faieth,wnto thee fhal his The pla 
tes or luttes be,& thow thall beare dominion ouer him: 
which is not {poken of finne, but of Abel, who as he a 
was the yOger, fo was he appoited to be fubiect to Cain, case. 
and to ferue him,and therefor moft vniuftly did he ha- 
tchim. Iris the fame phrafe that before was fpoken 
of thewoman concerning her fubiection to man,Sach 
as haue but mean knowledge inthe hebrew text , know 
wellthat-bothe thefe articles be of the mafculin gen- 
dre,& the fubfatiue which fignifieth finne in that 
isofy feminin gédre & therefor wil not ¥ proprictic of 
fuffer, y dominion promifed,be referred to 
finne.where blafphemoufly ye afke if god gaue Cain no 
_ power to fubdue his luft, who was the y author of his fin 
_ § act lanfwer Cain him felf:for he was not lyke to a dead 
| and vnfenfible fvorde , as ye adduce the fimilitude, but 
hewas a reafonable inftrum¢ét infected by the venom of 
Sati, from the whiche he not being purged could dono- 
thing but ferne rhe deuil and his owne Iuttes, ag 
gods exprefled will and commandement. I hate before, © 
proued that God is the caufe of no mis damnation but. 
finne inwhich they are fallen, is the very caufe which 
all reprobates do find in them felues. | 
Touching the fidelitie of God who fuffereth none of To oe 
histo be tempted aboue their ftrength , itis onely true 
of Gods cleét, to whom it is plaine that Paul there {pea 
keth. for albeit that amonges the Corinthians there 
Were many reprobates , yet You: Paul addrefie his ftyle 
as irwere tothe ele@& Church of God, calling them his 
beloucd willing them to fire from idolatrie , and {pea- 
king tothem,as vnto men indued with widome 
And therefore muft ye firft proue, that Cainhad as 
great teitimonie of God that he was his cledt,as the Co 
nothians had of Paule y they were beloucd and elected 
in Chrift,before that ye can make this place ro ferue 
for him. foralbeit hedid aduertife him what was his 
ducticeto do,yet doth it not thereof follow,that he gaue 
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him power to obey his will reueled , nether yet pow. 


erto refift all centation. ToPharao he did no les make 
manifeft his will then that hedid to Cain, and yer of 


him he did before pronounce that he fhould not heare 
nor obey the voice of Moifes,I do not denie but that he 
{ftubbornly forefooke the counfell ofGod,whiche mer- 
cifull called him.But why did he,and do all reprobate 
forfaik it, we haue oft before declared, to witt: becauf 
the {ede of God abideth not in them. : 


To the’ What was the benediction giuen after the floode vato 
Genefe? Noah and to his fonnes,the holie Goft doth not con- 


ceale,to witt multiplicarion,preferuation,and the refti- 
tutid of all rhinges, as touching the order of nature,|i- 
ke as they were before that vaftation , (by reafon of the 
waters which had fo long continued ).In that place is no 
mention made of election to life euerlafting in Chrit 
Jefus,and therefor your connexion , that Ham was not 
reprobat, when he was bleffed of God,15 foolithe.for al- 
beit that none can be both blefled andcurfed.loued and 
hated allat once, inthatdegre of loue or of hatered W 
Ged frely beareth in Chrift to his elect , and moft 1u- 
ftlie hateth the reprobate ,for the caufes knawen to his 
vifdom. yet in an other fort, it no repugnancie to fay 
thatGod both bleffeth and loueth in beftowing tempo- 
all benediétions , vpon fuch as in his eternall counfell 
he hath reiected,and therefor hateth. As it is no rep - 
gnancie to fay that God bothe bleffeth and loueth his 
children , when moft feruerely he doth cha- 
ften and punifhe them. | 


Toall ywhich ye adduce of the Ifraclstes,my former 
ro 11,12 anfwers may fuffice,for you be neuer able to proue,that 
© any of thé, which was chofen to lief euerlafting did fall 


into death eternall.It nothing hurt y faluation of Mot- 


1 Cer.10 (es albcit his bodie fell in the wildernes. That place of 


Paule proucth not thar all che Ifraelites, which was cal- 


led from Egypt, were within gods holie election to” 


lief euerlafting in Chrift Iefus,butd» th prouey they 


were 
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were all externally called and § they did all cSmunicat 
with thofe exrernall fignes and facreméts,wdid fignifie, 
& reprefent {pirituall thinges , but hedoth not affirm 
¥ alldid reccaue ¥ {piritual and inward graces of the ho 
lie Gott. The mynd of the Apoftle os aine ynough in 
y placeto fuch as willingly lift not blynd them felues, 
For he exhorteth rhe Corinthians nor to think it fufti- 
cient that they did commuicat with the facramentes of 


Chriftlefus,except that a godlie lief &vnfeined obedié- 


ceto gods will reueled fhould be ioyned with the fame: 
for otherwife the fame fhould happen vnto them, that 
happened tothe I{raclites. And therefor he faieth let 
him that ftandeth take hede, leit he fall,which is nothig 
contrarie to our doétryne nether yet is our doctrine in 
any iote repugnant to y holieGoft.for we did neuer de- 
nie but many who before mé had a faire of ho- 
lynes,ycawhich thoghr thé felues {ure in their own fan 


~ tafie hath taken horrible falles , bothe of one fort & of 


y other.And vnto all mé we cry no les then you do,that 
they répt them felues , & y theytake hedele& by iloth- 
fulnes they fall. but yany ftandeth in Chrift Iefus,and 
inthe erernall counfale of God can fo fall that finall 

he perifhe,that we cdftantly denie.Behold how {mothly 
God conducteth our tofled bote through the raiging 


waues of your furious argumentes. 


| The fall ofrhe reprobate we remit to ods iudgement 


Albeit that Balaam had bene indued with greater gra 
ces,then in {criprures , we read that he had, yetdoth it 
not thereof follow,that heshad receaued ¥ {pirit of fan- 
Ctification by true faith,which is giuen to eleét one- 


dy.forwe fynd the power giuen to {ome to expell dcuil- 


les, whom Chrift affirmeth , that he neuer knew. And 
therefor willeth he his difciples ,notto reioyfe in that 


thar ff pirites were {ubieét vnro them, but that their na- 


mes were written in the booke of lief. But yet Iwonder 
where ye haue found that Balaam was fo filled with 


the {pirit of God, the fpirig of trueth, the fpirit 
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of power and the fpirit of grace(as ye write that whom) 
focuer he blefled, was bleffed , and whom he curfed , he 
was curfed. I fynd no fuch thing witnefled of him by} 
holieGoft. Trew it is that Balack gaue vnto him rk 


raife and cOmendation that he was affured,thar who he: 


blefled fhould be happice,& who he curfed fhould be cur 
fed.But whether that it was the purpote of y holie Gof 
toteach and aflure vs therby thatin very dede fuch 
graces were in him, I greatly doubt. yea Idoubr nothig 
to affirm the contraric,to witt that he nether had power 
{pirit,nor grace of God to blefie thofe whom God hath 
curfled, nether yet to curfe thofe whom God hath blef- 
{ed. for fo doth he him felf confes . And for that end is 
the hiftorie written. If ye vnderftand thatthe benedi- 
remained vpon lacob becaus that, Balaam did fo 
pronounce and {peak,you are more blynd then Balaam 
was.for he afligneth an nother caufe, faying , how fhall 
I curfle where God hath not curfed,or how fhall I deteft 
wherethe Lord hath nordetelted . God is not as man 
that he fhoulde lie,nether asthe fonne of man, that 
he fhould repent : hath he faid , and fhall he not do 
it? and hathe hefpoken, and fhall he not accéplith it? 
Beho'd, Lhaue receated commandement to blefle: for 
hehath bleffed , and I can not alrer it. He feerth none 
-intquitie in Iacob, nor teeth no tranfgreflion in Ifrael: 
the Lord his God,is with him,and the ioyfull fhowte of 
aking isamongeltthem. 
pq Inthefe wordes, I fay , Balaam affigneth the caufe why 
liam hewas compelled to blefle Iracl, becaufe,faith he,God 
bicfed hath bleffed them.And why alfo he could not change 
his blefling,becaufe inGod there 1sno mutabilitie,nor 
Pe chage. like as there is in mi.And therefor as hehad on- 
curs 

tiem, €¢blefled that people, by his plaine word and promes 
{poken,and reucled to Abraha, fo fhoulde he moft con- 
{tantly perfourme it.If malice did not blynd ae , you 

fhould clerely Se, that the holie Goft mcaneth nothin 
les then to teach that Balam was bleffed of God, 
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prophete accurfed of God, and fo perifhing amongeft 
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therefor was not at that eymeareprobate:But chat Ifra- 
elwas fo elected, fofanctiied, and bleffed of God , char 
their yery ennemis,and fuche as were hyred to curfe 
themwwere compelled to giue teltimonie againft them 
felueschot gods people was blefled. But this docth no 
more make Balaam to be geds did that 
feilionwhich the wicked/pirites gaue to Chrift, (con- 
felling him to be the Sonne of the liuing God) change 
their norure. 
Ifyou be able to prove that hole Ifrael fo fell fré gods 
fiuor.that to none of Abrahams pofteritie did he 
fourm the promes made to him , and to his fede, 
have ye proued fomwhat of your purpofe, to watt , that 
God may make a promes,&that with an oth, & yet per- 
fourm no past of it. Butaf it be manifeft chat notwith- 
ftanding their grudging, their rebellion, their carnall 
luitesstheir abominations , gods promcs 
remained fo fure, rharthe fame was perfourmed (after 
many teprations )in full perteciion:Contider what ma 
be cocluded againit you,in applying examples by fimi- 
litude,& egualitie. within you greater wifdom, 
then tro com pare Balaam one particulare perfon, 2 fals 


the vngodlie, and hole ifraell gods eleétand chofen 
people, fo bleiled of Gad, y not onely they were prefer- 
ued in all ftormes, but alfo of them, according to the 7, 4, 
Acth, came that bleiied fede,the meflias promifed. ny 
To Saul and to his kingdom 1 haue before an{wered, 
to witt,that one thing it 1s to be appointed to 2 tempo- 
rail office,and an other to be elected in Chrift Iefus to 
lief cuerlafting. Butyetl will adde fomwhat more, 
which is this Propofition diredtlie A prope 
yours:Saul nor his houfe was neuer chofen in gods eter fuyyy 
nall counfelto be kings and Reulars ouer Ifraelfore- 
uer. If ye cry, then did the holie Goft, fpeaking in Sa- 
muel, lie. forhe affirmed, that God had prepared 
the reigne and kingdom of Saul vpos forecucr, 
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Tanfwer Samuel {peaketh not in that place, what God 
had determined in his eternal! counfel , but what he 


him felf thoght that God had determined and appoin- 


ted. And therefore ye may not conclude that the holie 
Goft doth lie, except the kingdom of Saul was once 
appointed to haue remained ouer I{rael for euer Nay, 
fo can ye not conclude.But yemay fay, except Chae 
itwas, prophet-pas deceaued.$And fo no doube he was 
fora ceaion, and did fpeake thofe wordes according to 
theapprehention &iudgement which he had conceaued 
by reaton of his vnction and lawful! election to his of 
fice. If it appere hard to you, that y prop retes be decea- 
ued in any thing, coniider I prare you what chanced 
vnto him after.did henot atthe fight of Eliab prono- 
unce with an affirmation, that before the eternall , he 


was his anointed ? did the holie Goft lic becaufe that 


Eliab was refufed,and Dauid chofen, or was nor ra- 
ther Samuel ignorant and in an error? the {ame might 
I proue by Nathan,& others, who being gods true pro- 
phetes were yet for a ceafon left in error & did both 
{peak and giue countel orherwies than God had de- 
termined in his ¢rernal counfel . Bur now fhortlie to 
proue my propofition, [fay , that gods erernall purpo- 
fe and counfel concerning the chief rewler and go- 
uernor ouer [irael was long before pronounced , by Ia 
cob in his lait teilament, whodid appoint the crown, 
and Sceptre royal! ro an other tribe then to Beniamio 
forchus he faieth/Thou ludah dretheren fhill prat 
fethee: thine hand fhalbe in the the necke of thine 


ennemies: thy fathers fonnes fhall bowe downe vnto 
thee,&e. The Sceptre fhall not depart Tudah,nether 


the law giuer from betwext his fere vnril Shiloh come 
and the people fhalbe gathered to him,&e.here I fay it 
is plaine thar many veres before the election of Saul 
was the kingliedignitie appointed to Iuda, which {en- 


was ngwer afger retracted.And theresor my propo 
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and for delyuerance from all their ennemies by the ha- 


tuft cautes why Saul was vnworthie of that great 


‘mouing their hartes to elect Dauid,whom the prophet 


God. which onelic one example we affirme oght to 
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firion affirming y Saul was neuer erected in eternall 
counfel ofGod to reignfor cuer ouer I{raelftadeth lure 
and fufficientlie proued.Ifany atk to what purpofe was 
Saul then elected king? Lanfwer, becaufe {5 it pleafed : 
gods wildom to tempt his people, to tempt the tribe of bp. 
ludah,yea and ali che faithfull,that then were a liue, to 
remptcthem I fay,wherher they wolde itill depend vpon the ky 
gods promies, & look for their felicitie, euen by the {a- 46whe 
me meanes,thatGod had forefopken:how fo euer thin- 45 4 
| prsnted 
ges to thecontrarieforaceafon, Thehole}, 
people and Samuel him felt, were partlie pher 
Hin chat poine,that they looked for faluation, be, 


des of any other,then by one of the tribe of Luda: conti 
dering that the former prophecie was fo plaine. Buty 
error hedid firft correct in his prophet, fhewing ynto 


honor, and after hedid corre& the fame in the people 


had before anointed . And fo did God retein-¥ firmitie 
of his countel, and did perfourme the fame, whenall 
things appered, plainelie to repugne to his promes,yea 
when men had reecaued an other to betheir king,th en 
God by his former promes had appointed. We nether 
denie the fupernaturall wifdom and manifold graces 18.19. 
ayer to Salomon, nether yet his moft horrible fall, to X 20. 
¢adocument,and a memoriall for euer, of his abomi 
nible idolatries,and moft vnthanksull defe€tion from 


admoaifh query main moft carefully to examin him 
felf, with what fimplicitie he walketh before gods 
Maicitre. But whether thaeSalomon fo became the 
fonne of ¥deail,chat after he did neuer returne to God 
bury finally he did perifh , we dare not be bolde to pro- 
nouce fentéce. And y becaufeto vs itappereth , y God 
didmike vato him a promes of mercic his greuous 
| il, 
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276 AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
».Sam.7 offence not withftand ing for this didGod {peak by Na- 
than of him: when thy daies fhalbe falfilled , chou fhalt 

flepe with thy fathers , and [ will fett vp thy fede after 

the which fhal procede out of thy body, and wil ftablith 
his kingdome,he fhall buyld an houfe for my name,& 

I wil ftablifh the throne of his kingdome for euer:I will 
be his father and he fhalbe my fonne: and if he finne 


wil chaften him with the rodde of men, and withthe 

) plagucs of the children of men .But my mercy fhal not | 

departe away from him, as I toke itfro Saul, whomel 
haue put away before thee, & c-howfocuer ye litt to va- 

| ) derftand this fre mercy promifed to abide after iniqui- 


tic committed,you cinot denie, but that a plaine diffe- 
rence is made betwext Salomo,& Saul. And if ye think, 
that nothing fpoken in that plice, did appertein to Si 
lom6, who was born before that Dauid had finifhed his | 
: daies & did flepe with his fathers , but thar all is perfor- 
med in Chrift,;who many yeares after did {pring of him 
| yedonot rightly mark the wordes of God nether yery 
| mynd of the holieGoit,he faith not.that the childe who 
| fhoulde builde a houfe to the name of God , and whofe 
| kingdomce he wolde eftablifh,fioulde be borne alter his” 
— death, but that God fhoulde raife one who fhoulde tprig 
of his own loynes, whom he wolde fo honor alter his 
death,that he wolde become his father,wkom he wolde 
fo intreate:that albeit he fhoulde oftend,yet fhoulde he 
be reiected frd regiment in Ifrael,as Saul was,and fo 
ie was the kingdome eftablifhed not onelie ro Dauid, but 
alfoto his pofteritieafter him. The perfectionno 
Wy doubt was referued toChrift Iefus,but fo was the veritie 
him,that the figure paffed before in Salom6. Moreo- 
fomwhar is {poke 1n this promes, which in no wile 
3 can be referred to Chrift Iefus. for how fhal any be able 
to prouc that ¥ iuft {ede of Dauid in whcfe mouth was 
no deceat founde, did in any fort wickedly in his owne 
perfon,fo that he had nede of mercy,& to be corrected 
with the rodde of the childien.Tiiis I note,to giue you 
| | occafion 
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tothar fadnether verdid exempt and make freany 
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octafion to rake hedewhat fentence ye proncunce in 

things fo farre remoued £16 the reache of your vnder- 7, 
ftanding. Inthe hiftorie of Ileroboam,yedo not ob- 
ferue that wharfoeuer is promifed vnto him,except the 
firit of the tenne tribes, is codicionall.for thus faith 

the Prophet vnto him.And ifrhou harken voto al that 3sKeg.it 
Tcommand thee,and wile walk in my waies,& do right 

in my fight as did Dauid my feruant,then wil I be,with 

thee,and build thee afure houfe, as I buyle vnte Dauid 

& wil give Hrael vnto thee, &c. I pray you what can ye 

hereof conclude? That Jeroboam fay you not withftan- 

ding gods election and fre ordinance did fall from the 

favor of God.But howbe you ableto proue, that he was j 
ele‘ted and before.ordeined to ftand in gods fauor for 

ever?T hefe faings , ifthou walke before me in righte- 
oulnes,if thou kepe my preceptes,and fuch others, will } 
not prove it ..can evidently proue that Ieroboam , and 

all che kings in Ifrael after him were giuen to the peo~ 

plein gods anger, and were taken away in his hore dif- 

pleafure , for fo doth the Prophet Ofeas witnes. Now 1 

youcan proue , that fuch reulers , as be given in pods 
wrath,and taken awaie in his iuft furie,were elected and 
before ordeined to itand in his fauor for ener, aduife W 

your counfellers , and produce your witnes againft the | 
nexttime. That Judas was neuer elected to lifecuer- Tothe 
laiting,I haue before declared and therfore at this pre- 22.23. 
fent I onely fay,thatno moredid Chrift mean of Iudas 
that he fhoulde be the fale of the earth, the light of the 
worlde nether that he fhoulde fit vp6 any feat to iudge 
any tribe in Hrael.then chat he ment of Peter , y he was 
thedeuil, that he fhoulde betraie him, or that better it 
it had ber e for him neuer to haue bene borne . foras 
Hraft pronoucing y wordes, you twelue haue I chofé 
bur one of you is thedeuil, one of you fhal betrai¢ me 
in exprefie wordes he did nether appoint y perfon of Iu 


oi the reft,from fulpition of shat eryme,in expres 
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des(I fay )So like wife in faing, yearethe fale of ¥ carth 
and you fhall fitt vpon welue ferres,&c.he nether ment 
ofthe hole nomberiof the welue nether yet of thé one 
ly. for as for Iudas, doubre nor to affirme, but accor- 
ding, as ir was written in the book of Pfalmes,Thathis 
habiracion fhoulde be defolore , & that an other fhould 
receaue y honor of his buflioprike: y fo eué in § tyme, 
whé he fieod in the miniicric {ure to mines 
gemét, that yet in gods crernall coufel, he was appoin- 
ted to that treafon,and moit fearetul end. and I fuppofe 
that none wil be fo peruerfe of iudgement, as todenie, 
chat none other was appointed to be the fale of ¥ earth, 
and the light of the worlde,except thofe twelue, I veri- 
lie beleue that Paule is nothing inferior to any of the 
chicfeit Apoftles in that cafe. And {0 yet L affirme, that 


nether were thole wordes {poke ofall thetweluenether 


ret of thé onely.Ifthis can not fatifhe your curiofitie, 
Lice you to proue that Iudas was elected to life euerla- 
fting in Chrift Iefus before the fundacions of the world 
were laid.I haue before proued rhat the cledt can not f- 
nally retufe nor denyChritt lefus their head,and there- 
for Iwill nottroublethe reader with rhe reperition, » 
The place of Ezechiell ferneth nothing your purpo- 
fe. forrhere doth he onely intrear of uch righteous 
men,as in the beginning of the fame chapter vicd this 
prouerbe: The tachers haue eaten foure and ehe 
childrens tecth fet on edge, fignity ng thereby (as 
betore we hay e declared they were and innoceét 
and that yer they did tufter punifhement,for the often- 
fes of their fathers. Againit whom ¥ Prophet {peaketh 
moft fharpely affirming thatthe foule which did finne 
Miouldedie: inth ding gods iuttice, that he wolde 
futter finne vopunifhed in none of his creatures fuppo- 
fing tharfome foratime, had a fhew righteoulncs. 
The prophet further accufe, and chet 
contciences,for they knew them felues criminallin all 
crimes,whichthe prophet there rec:ted. And therefore 
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OF GODS PREDEST. 279 
to prouoke them to repentice W this exhortacion: Caft 
| away from you(faieth he) all your rran(grefli6s where- 
by ye hauecranfgreiled, and make you a newheart ,and 
a new {pirit,for why w:l youdied houfe of Ifrael , for I 
defire not the death of him y dieth( faith the LordGod) 
Caule therefore one anotherto returne,and liue ye. 
| Of chis couclufio (1 fay ) it eafely may appere of whae 
3 fort of righteous mea y Prophet {peakerh : not of fuch | 
as being ingratted inChriftes bodie,by the true fanctifi 
, cation of his {pirit,do daylie ftudie to mortifie their af 
fections:but of fuch as hauing an out\ward apperance or 
| fhew of holines did notwithftading lowfe y bridle to all 
impictie.In very dede God can not remébre ¥ iuftice of 
any fuch(W is net)bur their finnes craue tuft ven- 
eance,& the rather beeaufe by thé name of God 1s 
lafphemed. Nowto § reft of y w foloweth in yo book. 
THE 
Thw fay you, with mang other manifeft veflrmanies of the Scriptures, ye 
soffe, and turne vpfide downe feking Siftes te mainte sn your errors, Where id 


by you declare your be of the membre of ‘hem ef whom i Written 
in the fame place, which de fay tufh the Way ef the Lerd not indifferent * 
ge Wil net that the Lordtudge accordig to thu way fat farth in hu werd 
bu: of nec by ansnmutable decre fame a corte nece (itie te 
dene all tire not fo read gods werd fudys pather teteache 
the holy Gothen to learne your duetic of him, feking meanes rather toce 
firme pour preconm eaned crror,then te aucid st. what trueth canhelearne 
a: the word God, wiicb wor/hippeth the of hm own phantafie, and 
hath alredse forfaken ‘he m ynd of the trueth.Remebre that the firft lena 
ef wiflom be welling tolearne wifdem Caft away \herefor the 
tdoles of your heartes, Which made you fiemble sn your Wwayes fabs your 3 
ta the word, as mumble and meke ldbes. for ihe lambe was 
frund WorWne tac pen the feales of de buck Truft ner your errer te be the- 
better becaufes hail many fawerers Spec: ally of the, which baue the na- 
me of learning for have bene alwaies mall ages ernemuss the tru- 4 
eth snwenters ef errert, like as lannes and lambres rejified 
Meifes (0 do they the truvet,as the learned Phar:fiss b'alphemed 
the word of Ged and porfecuied Chrift the at felfe fo de hey yer in 
bu membres. Aud cuen as the pharefes do any of the rewlers er of the 
poare [em beleue him pseple wich ne the curfed, 
[6 fay they no amy cfour learned deckors teach {0 thefeuniearte dfel>wes 
are curfed for they ca net Under lad gods Word hey vader ad enéiy 
ks 
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the gifsesef propheeying were regerher,that God coulde need 


one Withou' the erher but s/s is ne we thing, for this waslail 
Chrift,& bu Apoftles charge shat they were vulearxed But the hel 
Goft willarh vs met nudge fe. marke faith Paul, your calling bow ha 
mor many wyfé mé afcer rhe fle Te not many migthie not many of 
degre are called but Ged bach rhe weake ‘bing’ of the worlde thy 
vile bing: of the werlde, hinges which ave ne repuracig 
te confound she mightie bring re naugh: tings ef 
fuch great mé beleue, feing they feke tebe prafed ome of other and tabs 
pre im the gues, for the multitude of dua 
bookes weich secy writ fuch icarned mé are mare meie te be in 
ball, Chr: Stes stable, rhe dove tate lowe & bey flow’ they may 
net Powpe fo le we for the difcracing of se,0%ely poore foe 
erds wh:cb are accuflomed to fables ave fried mete to bauel brift rem 
led them , not shat I difp learsing or ‘earned mem . for Lhnow 
sha: learning is che good gifs God:yer as S Pant knowledee me 
aman taf wel,and mary our tyme 45 ail ages pajie do absh 
good giftofGod,yer Mot all,God forbed sor fom prayft God 
te whom tt barb pleafed God to reuele the traeth of mater , 
tn perfcll knowledge of ‘be sigues,are to be compared with any of your 
abbes.Ba noi deveaued shersfore with vaing uiles of learning 
worldize wifdeme tf ye Cbrift, where be is the prone 


ftableand nor in Annas and Caiphas pallaffis, wi bout ye will fi asd 


beare Chrift accufed,to banker peraduenure Cbraft_ may be eal- 
bed of \he learned. If you Wal haue Chrift , ye go te feke him 

be vauuerfities where you may be praifed for your arp ande 
do sengues, but you muft go for:h unto bins ous of tbe and 


fer rebuke bum. knowe ye not thar the learned phare fis and la wer 


cometed to talke with Christ, not telearne but to and 


Fe thes 


trap bis fayinges and fo did ibe learned Philefopbers of Grecia 
with Paul.A wake time, be ne longer wish ‘ber 
auctoritse examy" your felucs examyn your félues 1 fay much ye be 
we increafed inc brift by bis what perfection st hath wroghtm 
you, bow much C factoned you by wal forfake 
embraf. the where by ye ave that Ged will all ma 
ro be faued, ye Ged willing perceaue more im godlynes 

a‘ Shortly, ener ye could or durft loke for conuMuing 1m your crret. 

ANSWER. 


_ Whether y you or we peruert the meaning of ¥ holie 


Goit {peaking in hisholie {criptures,we chiefly remitte 
iudgementto him, who fhall iudge the worlde with e 
quitie , not refuting alfo in the mean feafon the trudge 
ment of indifferent readers.To your vniutt acculae:65) 
cauillations, and malitious teportes, I willanfwer ne 
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thing,till che ende of this worke, And then I purpofe 


farie, then he which is ignorant, cxcept in 


giftes of the holie Goft, giuen in thedayes of 


thie of moft fharpe rebuke. But as for fuche as be prin-— 


7 
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to lay before your eyes fuche thinges,as ye can not de- 
nie, tothe end that thefimple may iudge, which of “~’ 

vs do worfhip the Idoll of our own fantaties ,and haue 
forfaken ¥ mynd of the trueth. Albeit that ye,and your 7, iy95 
capteyn Caftalio beginne nowto difpyfe learning, yee 
be yencuer able to proue that we haue difpifed gedli- 
nes in the moft fimple of our brethren. howbeit we can 
not conceale the trueth , affirming, that he who hath 
faithfully traualed in thetongues , and in the writings \ 
of godlie men is, more ableto auoid error, and alio 
more apt toteach the trueth and to confute the aduer- 
his naturall tongue. for we knowthat miracles, and the 
the Apoftles are nowcealled. Therefor I fay,we are nor 
fo proude,that we difpyte learning, nether yet fo mali- 
cious,that we conremne the meaneti gift that God hath 
giuentoany ofour brethren. Ifanybe that boat or Te the 6 
bragge of their knowledge in the rongues,or of y mul- 
tiude of ¥ bookes,w they write I will c6fefle them wor- 


cipal initrumétes of Chrift efus, how much they haue 
profited the Church of God, and how litle praile, or co- 
mendation they haue foght or do {eke of man, theday 
when the fecretes of all heartes fhalbe reueled , will de- 
clare and men, who be moft familiarly acquainted with 
them partly can witnes. 

As wedo not enuie perfect knowledge in tongues of Tete? 
fuch as you praife,fodo we vnfeinedly defire God,foto 
gouerne their heartes, if his good pleafure be, that ra- 
therth ey fltudie to edifie Chriftes atficted Churche,thé 
toaccufe, fclander, and traduce fuche, as in the vine- 
yard of the Lord, haue labored,and daily do Jabormuch 
mMorethentheydo. That yewillvsto turn from chat 
W ve cali our error promifing vs(1f wili?do) 
Peitection fiertly, then ever we durft haue Icked for 
we mut be firtt raugnht that our doctryne Is crropeous, 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS, 
and after, for che atlurance of our hope, we muft hava 
morethen the promes of men. Thus yc procede 


CHE ADVERSARIE 


The Te prone that they winchbe be once eledl can neuer, they a shi 
arg of There fe fals Chriftes & fals pripheves anda 


great miracles,er Worers much, that 1f 19 Were peffibletbem 


rie elect be deceaued.of this hey gacher, that tt is net pffible,tha 
be deceawed <> this coditionall sf it were poffible 
voting Dut admitting be fo, we muf underfland, that the tong 
dfficie be dene is called unp [rble in the foripean 

Puc place, 18 is easier for acamele,te gothrengiue theeye ef anredl, 
when for the riche te enter in te the kingda 6) God. Tins is called impoffibl, 
because verse hard @rdifficile te be done. yet be there rich me,whd 

| anherite the kingdom cf beauen. be w can you belewe fareth (brift whut, 
receaue ene of an arber, this femeth unpoffibie by Chriftes 
| Were conuerted to Chrifi. And te fame of vaine gh 
rie was the elect Apostles of Chriftafter they had continued 
long rome with hoon, for they comended whe be /nperior 


$4. 


them cana woman forget the childe of ber Wwimbe, and nat pia 


the fame wham hath born whihe ubegh it fime ynpepsble for asmuth 
as itis contrarie te nature , yet da women defirsy and dewere their own 
3 birthes May a mad of lude change his fk:nne,aad the cate of the 
Levers ber more may ye that be exerc:{ed in ewsll dv goad . fuche we 
ur felnes, mee with tanding by the pe wer cf Cred We be regeneral, 
We leaue cur exerafes, and dothat whichis goed. Ths We 
fe ates calles blew the foreptures Which ws to 
ferenghes (ire reforis and hard be dome 
sas pape itisa very hard thing poartoecledt whch flaw 
ihe lave whether [ocuer hee, eth), ond d be not 
CL | in that jhe Was beg and deceanued by toe 
pent, Wares Cir. the elect vipcslies fairg, rake that 
at. ij 1/3 had bere of your , at the 

| nod be fe purpofe eould be bid sus che fen 
ede any deceane them. Let noman decane you 
to whom he bare they wert 
werthy of bir »yet Was he care fill lest 
be deceancad and @ ‘herr good mynd ether 6) 
| or by Wordes , or by lester with Tonia feme come 
wike Ephesians, Lei noman deccaue you wih vain 
jer vecaufe of juthe Ibe wrarh es Ged 

ef Vand warneth Roman» 
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OF GODS PREDEST. 433 
marke and aueide [uch as with {were and flavering wardes decaned 6 
the heartes of the mneceni. As old prophete which d welled in Bethel 
deceaued the man Ged, Winibe care from luda,and prepelcud a- 
gant the alter which leroboam buylded. lama prophase (fad he) 
afwell as thow, and an angell Shake wnto mein the name of the 
Lord fang , bring bim againe witl the sngo thyne own heufe, that he 
may cate breade and drink water » nd he lied and deceaned the man 
ef Ged. Such lying prophetes be now a daies, wihch Say, they be fens 7 
from Ged , and call the people tothew congregations, without wich 
they fay, there isne faluation. for they condemne alt oilers » which 
be not of their fo?. And when they haue allured the People wir fals 
erroneous dedtryne , they prewcke them to acareles libertyne lif, apt 
allure any man. Be ware fraendes that ye with ihem, left as 8 
tie man of Ged for bis geing back, was kihedofalyon , fo yebe flayne 
by errors and dewored of the dewsl, Which as a voring Lyow a- 
bout, feking Whom he may dewore, of the seflimanics a recited 
appererh that the elect may be deceaued.And the pivafé of 
the foripture tecallse wmpoffible whiche 1s verey hard and difficste 
tobe done. There be alfo many elecé Wwihihe faa aay, 
they ave deceaued but willingly and parpefely, a: lidas was net 
deveaued but wilfislly refufed the Srace of God. Alfa Achiroplel 
beng a netable wittre man, Was nat deecaned Ly any maine per/wajow 
but wilfislly refufed bi mater Dauid, and played the tratter, 
Salaam was mot deceaued. fer be knew wellthe aud the mynd 
Ged. Salemen was mot in Whom Krace and abounded 
aboue ald others:and yet forfoak he Ged. Sethe eleet tory 
we diceaued, Jet be they at libertie ard midy the Rracee 
And tink you that Adam or any other canbe fae: by gods 
ordinance af they wilfislly forfare it can any by 
Chri, which derh frrfake wey whith be once and hase 
j 


tajled of ihe heauenl are becum pariakers Hokie 
hawe aifled ofthe eed Worde Ged, andef the Poiveref ihe 
World to come, can tel, Law Ucy rould be deveaued. ye. may 
ney fall away, aud the Swune Godafreh, aut 
mk ofhim, Lyhe Wife they whicl be fanct ified by he Spares of Ged, 
474 rinkling Of ihe hey méy ‘vedde Vie anne 
bed under foute, | 


ANSWER. 


Hit had pelafed you ether dil igently to hauered our 
“ringes, ether farchtully ro haue recited rhe teitiino- 
Mes, which we vie for con irmeation of our dottneye 


‘thoulg haue found mo yond ag vefooivhar more: 
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plaine then any of thofe that ye take vpon you to cop. 

fure.Bur praifed be God who giueth fuch maiefte; euen 

torhole places , which ye your felf appoint , thatwhea 
th 


e 


ye haue faid all,yet doth y veritie remaine inuincible 

That this condicionall, [fin thefe wordes , if it were 
pollible, the cleét fhould be drawen into error, affir 
meth nothing , Lam content , fo that the fame reafon 
bealawagaintiyouin allother places. Bur that this 
word impoflible fhalbe interpreted in all places of Sai- 
pture by this phrate,a thing hard to be done, lan 
notadmitte, withoys teltimonies more euident shen 
yet ye haue adduced, for the moft part of thofe plainely 
deny that interpretation. For as it is impoflible for 
Camel (or Cable, thatis a greate rope of a fhip) te 
muining inthe own quantitie, to go through an nedib 
eve (remaining in the own ftreitnes ) fo is it lyke 
impcflible fora rich mi remaining in his own natunl 
ryce, couctoufnes, and corruption, to enter in tothe 
iredom of God. (and therefor when thofe whi 
head, were cifended, afking, And who may then & 
tein to (luation ? Chrift anfwered, thinges that 
podible before man,are poflible with God. marke wel 
that Christ called che humiliation of the rich man,it- 
pellible voto man, but poflible vnro God. And the 
{ay is crue of icke glorie and pratt 
of Men.for impofiible it is vato fuch abiding 1n y cor 
ruption vafeanedly ro beleue in Chrift Iefus. for albet 
the {piricof yaine gloriedid now and then burft ou 
and appere amonges the difciples, yet was 1t alwaieste 
pretled and corrected by the feuere obiurgation © 
their matter, and inthe end, by the power of the holi 
first, ie wag remoued. God doth not affirm that it 
Impeflible to a woman to forgett the childe of her cf 
fom, but laying! his perfect loue againit her natu 
corrupted hefaicth, if fhe may,yer,ci not torget 
thé chareruft in me:and fo he preterreth hisloue cowl 
his childré.to the louc of any creature,whiche 
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ean beare rowardes others. 


The examples of the manofInde, and ofthe Cat 
ofthe mounteine,cin in no wife reccaue your interpre- 


se ee tation. for the impoflibilitie of the one, and of the o- 
ther experience of long continuance hath taughe vs.for 
fethacalthogh the Mooriain change the regi6 where 
foy he was born , yet kepeth he his natural blacknes nes 
his yetcan any art veterly remouethe fpottes of thar 

beat, which the Prophete int chat plaice ealleth the leo- 


on pard. how impoflible inistharchey be changed, none 
hea ct be ignorant, except fuch as hauenot fene or do not 


ey knowthe beatt, nor her nature, And therefor vpon the- 
fetwo thinges to nature impollible did the Prophete 
conclude,that no more could the citezeins of Terufalé, 
being excercifed in all iniquitie leauerhe fame, and fo 
wasitimpotlible, impoflible torhem felues and 
7) mw their own power.for what the Spirit of God worketh 
jn the conuerfion of finners,oght not to be attribuccd © 
Vnto Mans power. 
And thus [fav tharthofe thinges, which the holie 
Gott pronounced to be impoflible, remain impofli ble. 
And therefor it is not onely ahard and a difficile thing 
thatthe elect of God, who followthe lambe where c- 
ver he goeth, be fo deceaued that finally they perithe, ‘ 
but alfo it is impoflible:and that becaus the true paftor 
coducteth them, leadeth them furth ro the holfom pa- 
tures,and waters of iief,illuminateth thé by prefence 
othis light : and finally doth {anétifie and confirme 
the in his eternal! veritie by ¥ power of his holieSpirit 
Vpon thofe wordes of the Apoftle I feare left that To the 
your fenfes be corrupted from fimplicitie, which 
isin Chrift .cuenas the ferpent deceaued Eua,ve labor 
to prouethat the eleét fhalbe deceaued for fhe,fay you 
was the elect of God , and yet fhe was deceaued. In few 
wordes I anfwer that becaus fhe was the elect ofGod, fhe 
remained pot in that error. wedo not denie, but thar 
tec Mcpedo fomtimeserre, and go aftray from 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS 


theiy paftor,that they heare to their great danger the 
owling of wolues , &do credit,and receaue lies foryeri- po" 
tie, yea & further that fomtimes with knowledge, they adn 
cémitte iniquitie . But that they are permitted inyfa, BF me 
me finally, and withoutredemption to perifh,thatwe far 
coftatly denie. for impolible iris thatthe liuely mem- 

| bers fhal lack participation with the head.Impofible it me: 
is that Chriftes death fhal lack his etteG@,which istheli aan 

fe of chofe that of his father are committed to hischar BF 1p 

gc,of who impofiible it is,tharany fhal perifh . forthe hat! 
nombre of our bretheren muft be complete, nether yer that 

doth it hereot follow, that exhortacids & admonitions tc 0! 

be fuper2uous,& vaine. for they are the meanes which JB accu 
thewifdom of God knoweth to be moft neceflarieto F - V 

ftirre vp our dul fenfes,which alwaies be redietolyina Band 

certen fecuritie, And therefor the wordes of our mafter Bo did: 

{pokch to his difciples and the admonition of Paulto J this 

the Churches 1n his daies doth much profit, comfort, B ticy 

and confirme vs: for by the famewe are fo armed a. J 0!fG 

eainii offences and feland crs ,which daily do chance, ai 

that albeit we fe that fo amongceft our felues arife fuch  faik 

as bring in damnable {etes.which lead many to bse thes 

tion, yet wedo not therefor dezeft nor ahbore Chrifts the« 
fimpleveritie but being prouoked by that fall & deie- bres, 

ction of others,with great folicitude and care , we call And 
forthe ailiftance of gods holiefpirit en thofe moft m- Chri 
7 ferable and moft wicked daies.T hat y¢ atfirme vs robe hauc 
lieng prophetes not {ér of God but fuch as runne 
our felues,calling to our cogregation the 
after we prouoke to acareles & libertine life,weanfwe @ppe 
not to you bur to our God.ludgevs(6 Lord)in this Amar 


& 


fe according to our innocencie,& according to thepu- clflo 
retie, which thy {pirit hath formed in our heartes de hem 
ftroy alllyeng lippes , and confound thou thofe, that fay ) 
of malicetrouble thy affl ited flock. 


wee T your fricdes,enemics to gods eternall trueth pret 
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deboalters of their own iuftice, and fuppreflersto their 
power of Chridtes glorie , giue eare, if they lift, ro your 
admonition,abfenting them felues from all well refor- 
med congregations.We will not ceafeto exhort all the 
futhfuil to frequent and the places wher Chriites 
Euangi! is trucly and openly preached,his {acre- 
mentes rghtely miniftered according to his own ordi- 
nince:nd inftitution: And aifo where difciplyne is put 
inpractife according to that ordre which he hin 
hath commanded. Nether yet will we ceafe to affirme 
that your priuie atlemblics,and all chofechat in difpy- 
teofChriites bicfled ordimance,do frequent y fame are 
accur{ed of God. | | 

Wedonotdeny, but that Iudas,Achitophell, Balaz, Te the 9 
and many mo willingly and cf determined purpefe 
did wickedly& moft vathanktully offend , bur what is 

thisto your mater, It reftcth alwaies , to be proued that 

they were cleted ia Chrait Iefus bv the eternal counfel 

ofGod. Your foolifh queftiondemanding if Adam Te tie 
or any other mi can be faued by Ch rift. which doth for- 1° 

faik him,I haue before anfwered plainely prouing,that 
theelect children can not finally forfaik and conténe 
theordinanceof their father. Nether yet canthe mem 
bres,refufe the lief whiche receaue their head. 

And that becaufe the Spirit of God , drawing them to | 
Chrift,maketh them to fele their neceflitie,which they 

haue of him. And therefor with al chank fulnes and ioy Theele# 
do they receaue him who is made to vs from God,wife- Gad 
dom,iuftice, redéption, and lief. To me it 
appereth a very foolifh quefis0,if any fhould demand if 
aman perfeét in witt, memorie and reafon, feling ‘im 
elffo pel which honger or ehirft, that of neceffitie 
he perifh , except nature were fupported,to aik, (I 
fy ) if fuch a man willingly and obftinatly wold refute 
holfom meat, and drink , appereth foolsfh ; and vaine. 
And fuch is your queftion,for the ele children do fele 
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their own miferie, honger thirft and poucrtie, 
they Inbor vnder the burden of their finnes,which da 
hate, of the which they wold be releued . And therefor 
they can not refufe the iuftice , licfand aflured redem- 


-ptionwwhich is offered to thé in Chrift lefus. To whom 


The 
35. {e- 


‘The 
ction. 


be all praife glorieand honor for euer.The place of the 
Apottle Lhaue before anfwered and therfor 1 fhortlie 
com to that wich ye call. 


THE ADVERSARIE. 

The ehird error of the careles by neceflitie 
Ged hath twe maner of willes, one reucled wrll , and a fecrert wil 
which onely kxe wen ie him felf. by gods remled will men 
com to man ght but they which perifh by bis ferete will, in 


wefped of gods cornmandemert. It was met gods will , that Adam 


but of gods fecrcte wt God weid Adamie fall. 
ANSWER. 


How malicioufly ye perucrte our wordes , and how 
impudenily ye forge ypon vs a form of dodtryne,which 
did neuer enter into our chogthes appereGod wil. 
hag bv anfivering tothat, which ye call the confute 
cion of our third error,which thus beginneth. 


THE ADVERSARIE. 


The authors of this wicked opinion , when they could wot fofficsently 
confirme then ervert , bythe of igeds ward » they inuented 4 
new Sift te appreme it by gods fecrete will . for fay they: T Ged 
ies reualed will , will all men ve be faned, yet by bit fecrete will, he wh 
leth many te be damned by his remeled wll, he Ne -wickednes but 
his fecrete will he will Phavao be hard carted, Semei ve cwrs Dawid 
the patriarkes to thesr brother Lofep Gre, by hisreneled will be wold 
wes that , Adams fall, bnt by will he wrilleth Adan 
fal marnel much where ye bane fourde our thit maner of 
me for nether, Moftt and tire Rather and bis Apel 


any fach maner of debtrine fartier what prefit de 


poeple wiih I am chat you canfé many te conceant 
epinie of Ged hereby Bat now fir aforach ay Wil of 
Jo thes in gods ficvete ifit war fecre-e will ‘bat 
fall and you thenit beth fiorete bork 
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pureucled both kno wen, unknewen. what greate abfurditic thi? can 
ama call that which be kneweth Unknewenser that whith is fecrer rene- 
led.fo may a ma fay hearing 1s not bearmg, light is ne light By this fira~ Eccles 
gededtrine , you Wwelde be counted Wyfé bus yeu are fo much from the 6 
right way , that you ate become foolish , youcan mee content your felf Ol 
with) shinges as it hath pleaféd Ged to venele im bis word for eur youcould 
nfort,but will nedes knowe gods fecret will . Search net faith Sirach leoke v- 
out the ground ef ings as are ‘o mightie for the bur locke what God pon thas 
hath commanded the , and leoke upon that alwaies , and be ned curions al Wwayes 
in many of Werkes _foret 63 not nede full for the te fé with thine eyes 
thinges that ave facvet.the mediing with bath beguzled 
many aman and tangled their wits in vamtic Proucrben g 
Lyke it not goed te cate te honse , euen fo he that well earche 
aut thinges , st te heanie for him. we be ynte them( faith the Efaies 
Lord) that are wyfé in their own fight,and think them filues to hane 
onder flandsng for he that prefumeth te knew the fecres will of God , and 
thereby wall confirmee his errer , be can mop be reformed by goede veneled 
will, which 13 the werde . Be not wife faieth Paul, your own epinsens. 
And the belie Goft : be met wift in your own conceat , but feare the Lord 
and depart {rom ewill,fo thy nauel be and thy bones fireng wAnd yyy 55 
isnot we that can fynde out the almightie for sm power ,equitic, — 
heis hiegher , thenean be expreffed . Let men theréfop 
frare im . for there haline man felum that is wifé in bis own 
ceat, we muft not feke out the fecreres of God, for we frall no? prewaile, 
but bring our félues to confufion. If we go abent citablifhe eur opinions — 
by gods fecres will, we mut medes fall in horrible darcknes and errors. fop 
whe can know what the will ofGod is, we muft fabmite our with 
all humilstie te the word, and there With great veuerence fearch eus fixch 
things as are written for our comfort edification.winch Wwe can nes 
dueie underfland without the fpirit of Ged wo teache vs, as it Written, 
+h Lord whe can haue knowledge of thy underftanding ard meaning 
thew gine him wifdem , and fend thy holy Gof from aboue But if bap.? 
We prepare our felues with reucrence ve read the werd of Ged te the _ 
insert te itte our confolation, and With humilitie fubnest 
our flues to dest, God will open te U3 fe much as 1s meceffarie or pre- 


fable for ys. 
ANSWER. 


_What confirmation our dorine hath by the inuin- To the 
cible,and moft euident teftimonies of gods holie {erip- 1.2.3.4 
tures,I will notnowdifpute: onely Imuft c6pleine,thac 
malicioutly ,and moft impudently ye wreft our wordes, 
and peruert qur myndes . And for the eevee? thereof 


a 
5 


- 


he 


Ewe. 


Gone. 45 


290 AGAINST THE ADVERS, 


ing: of his feruantes whowo 


I fay that ye are neuer able to fhew in any of our wri 
cings the wordes and fentences, which in this place ye 
affirme vs to fay.ye be neuer able (I fay) to proue that 
we haue written or tau ghtthas Ged by his reucled weil, will all 
mente be fausd,and yet by his fecrese will he willeth many to be damned, 
That by bus reneled will he wille hme wicked by his will he 
will Pharas ve be hard hearied,Semei ve curfe Dawid, the Patriarkes 
fell their brother lofeph tha. by his reveled wil,he wolde ne! that Adam 
froulde by bm willbe willeth Adar te fai. 

Thefe propotitions | fay,you bencuer able to fhew 
in our writinges, nether yet our doctrine 
did or doth tend to that end.. for we conftantly attirme 
that God reueled ynto vs his moft holic and moft iu 
wil in Ris plaine and holie feriptures , which do affure 
vs, thata feparation fhalbe made betwext the goates, 
and the lambes, that the one fhal receaue the kingdom 
propared vnto them before all beginning, and thar the 
other fhalbe adiudged to the fyre which never fhalbe 
quenched. That God ftirred and raifed vp Pharao , that 
his power might be declared in him . that thefe wordes 
God plainely {poke to Moifes: I know that Pharao fhal 


not permite the e to depart,therefore haue [ har- 


dened his heart,tharI may multiplie my woders ypon 
him :that Dauiddid reprefle the furie of Abifai , and 

le haue killed Semei , faying: 
fultre him to curfe,for the Lord harh commanded him 
the Lord perchaince thal behold my , and hhal 
reward me with good for his curting this day. That lo- 
ph fiid co his bretheren, be younot moued with {o- 
row ,vye haue folde me, forthe Lord hath fent me tot 
conferuation ofa great multitude, itisnor therefore 
yourhat houe fent me hirherbuc God , who hath made 
me fatherro Phariovand Lord over his hole houfle.No- 
neofalithefel faydo we cat vpon gods fecrete will, 
asye falfly aceufe vs: bue we do conftant!y attirme that 
his will,is fo plainely reucled in thefe maters that 
uch as Milldenieany ofthem to hate bene gods wil, 


€annot efcape abnegition of his erernall veritie And 
| | further 
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further we fay thar the fall of man, is plainely reucled 
ynto vs,not onely by experience, but euen by that fame 


lawwhich was impofed to him fhortly after his creation, 


the tranfgreflion whereof made Adam and all his pofte- 
ritiecriminall and giltie to gods iuttice : & that nether 
againft gods wil reueled , nether yet againit his fecrete 
wil. for by his will reueled can no man further conclu- 
de, but this, that in what day foeuer Ada fhould eate of 
the frute forbiddé,that he fhould die the death . But A- 
dam againft gods commandement did eat-and therefor 
did he 1uftly vnderly the fentence of death.And thus do 
we referre to gods will manifeitly reueled, what focuer 
ye imagin,that we afcribeto his fecret will. Nether yet 
nede you to maruell,if ye lift to take fuch paines , as to 
read our writiges, where that we finde the do¢tryne that 
weteach(your furmifed lie,we eaft vpon your felues 
ing chet Moifes,the prophctes,Chrift lefus , and his A- 
poltles in all writings doaffirmethe fame. But yet left 
that ye fhould chink chat we ateribute nothing to gods 
fecret wil, I will in fewwordes confelle what we teach 


7 
. 


To the 


maintein and beleue, inthareafe. And thattherather 


becaule you pote abfurd itie,not of our do&- 
ryne,but of that which yefalfely imput vpon vs,in this 
forafmuch( you Lay )as the fecrete will of Ged is knswen te 
none but to him felf alone, Whe bath reneled it to youl how can you (ay 
tim gods fever wall: if st Was gods fecret will that Adan fhauld fall 


and you knewit.then sts bovh fecret and unfieret.beth reneled and un. 


reveled, both knowen and unknewen. hat greate abfirditie this? 
Tothe which I anfwere secording to your impudét 
fooliflines,that becaufe you fight with your owne fha- 


dowe,thele yd dartes do hurt vs nothing,for we do not. 


atirme, that wedo knowe the fall of man by gods fe- 

cret will, but by his will manifeftly reueled vnto vs by 

his holie {criptures. Or more plainly to anfwer bi rea- 


fons, which you think inuinerble : we fay,that that wil 


which was fecret in God before all time, was reueled to 

man in time by his owne word, and that from time to_ 

totime the fame became more manifeft,asfainé Paul 
T.ii. 
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20. AGAINST THE ADVERS., 
witnefleth in chefe wordes: To me the of all fain, 


tes is giuen this fauor (or grace) that Ifhould preach 
amdégeft the Gétiles the vnfearchable riches of Chrifte, 
That I fhould bring forth to light before all méwhat is 
y c6munion of the myfteric W was hid from all ages in 
God, who hath made all things by Chrift lefus,that the 
manifeft wifdome ofGod may nowe be notified to prin 
cipates,and powers in “oesseon’ A th ings by the Church, 
according to the fore appointment of the ages which 
he hath made in Chrift lefus our lorde . fo that we are 
now bold to fay , that albeit no creature did knowe be- 
fore all rime what ordre God fhould kepe in the crea- 
tion and difpofition of all hinges in time: yet a we 
nowe I fay be bolde to atfirme that the fecrete was hid- 
de inthe eternall connfell of God. That firft he wold 
create the heauen the carth,the mafle being rude , ha- 
uing darknes vpon the great depthe,thereafter that he 
oll make light purting diuifion betwene the light & 
the darknes, and ¢ forth as Moifes hath declared the 
ordre obferued in the creatié. And as thofe things we- 
re fomtime fecret,but now are manifcft , reueled and 


knowen {fo likewies was the falle of mi,jand the redem- 


ption which commeth by Chrift Iefus fomrime feere- 


te inthe eternall counfell of God,but nowe is moft ma- 


ot preached and declared by Chrift Iefus, and by 


his holie Apoftles . for nowewe kKnowthat God fo lo- 


ued the world, that his anelie beloued Sonne hath he 
gee fo many as do beleue in him, fhall hauc the 
ife cucrlafting Which life was ecuen beforeall rimes 
in Chrif Iefus, euen as we were elected in him before 
the foundations ofthe world were laid And therefor 
doubr not to affirme,but thar the fall of mi and the re 
medic for ¥ {ame,was not onelic forfene but alfo befo- 
redetermined, and the frutewhich ofthe fame fhould 
enfuecdcluded aud appointed in gods eternall counfell 
ore that cuer Adam was aie the rcafon and pro- 
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bation hereof we haue before declared to be the iflue 
of all things, as we are caugh by gods mani‘elt word,yea 
by moft cuident experience. for who nedeth nowe to 
doubt ,that ic wis gods eternall coun{ell, chat man 
fhould fall from that perfecte image in which hewas 
created and fo become fubiect tothedeath , to the end 
tharthe fairhfull perfection, iuftice and 
life in Chrift Iefus alone, feing that {cripture fo mani- 
feftly affirmeth that we were elected in Chrift lefus be- 
fore the foundations of the worlde were laid that God 
hath wrapped all nations in difobediéce that he might 3" 
hatfe mercie vpon all, vpon all I fay which refufe not 
the remedte,fro all begining prepared which is Chritte 
lefus,as ¥ A poftle witnefleth,faying:in him & by him,a- 
real things created,& he is before al things,& althings Cole.ts 
coniiftor abide by him, and he is the band of the bodie 
of the Churche,who is the beginning, the firft begotten 
of the dead, that in all hold the precmi- 
néce.for it hath plead the father that all fulties fhould 
dwellin him,and to reconcile,by him al things to him 
felf. This counfell I fay was not temporal, as taken and 
deuifed after the fall of man, but it was eternal] , as the 
fame Apoitle witnefleth in thefe words : God hath cal- Tym.2 
led vs by an holie vocation,not according to our works 
but according to his purpofe and grace , which was gi- 
ven by tefus Chrif before eternall times , but is. 
nowe made manifeft by the appering of our fauiour 
Tefus Chrift. But mark well chat the Apofile faieth that 
race was giuento the faithfull by Chrift Iefus from 
— the eternitie of times which thus toT itus he doth con- Tir. 
- firme faying , Paule the feruant of God, and an Apoftle 
of Iefus Chrift according to the faith of gods clecte, 
and the knowledge of the veritie , which 18 
to godlines in the hope of eternal] life , which he hat 
which is God that ci not lie, bc fore the world 
egan , and hath opened his worde at ¥ ty me appointed 
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through preaching &c.And the fame faieth Peter {pea- 
king of ourredemprion by Chriftes pretious blood, 
who certeinly was preordinate, fay eth he,before that 
world was made, but was manifefted in the laft times, 
Hauing thefe I fay moft euideét {criprures to affure our 
confcience that redemption, remifsion of our finnes, 
grace,and recociliation, were appointed for vs, yea and 
were giuen vnto vs before alltimes, what nede weto 
doubr , what was the counfell of God in mans creation, 
or what was his fecretwillin giuing to him thecom- 
madement of not eating the frute, and therefor you do 
not onely folifhly , but alfo iniurioufly in thus raling 
VPON VS , wher Aranee and mon/lerous difrine is this to fay things 
be fecrete,and unjecret, kus wen, and vaknewene, reueled and unreut- 
led , as man flould fay hearing 15 net hearing and light w not light. 
No fuch abfurditie ca iuttly be gathered vpo ourdoctn 
ne, for fimply we fay y thigs fomtimes kepte {ecrete in 
countell of Ged, and > acon to the fonnes of mé, 
were after difclofed.and made maniieft to the world,in 
fo much, that light expelled darcknes from the heartes 
of thefonnes of light ,and knowledge remoued gno- 
rance from thofe, that were appointed to life. Ifthefe 
things do not fatistie you , yet my good hope is,that f 
godlie reader fhall perceaue, that moft vniutily you ac- 
cufe vs, as if in our doctrine were plaine contradiction. 
And yet as touching the fecrete will of God we moreo- 
wer atlirme, that our eternal election, in Chrift Iefus, 
our temporal] falling in Adani, our reftitution to life, 
by the promes made,are not fecret , but manifeftly re- 
ucled . But why that fo it pleafed his infinite wifdome, 
and goodnes to'difpofe, and before ordeinethe myfte- | 
rie of our faluation : that firft we fhould beare the ima- 
g< of the earthlie and carnall Adam, before that we 
ould beare the image of the heauenlie and {pirituall: 
that firft we fhuld be all wrapped in fine ,and by reafon 
thereof in miferie & death, before that we fhould be 
‘pertecte iuft,and come to felicitic, and life 
an 
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d finally why y it pleafed his Maieftietochoofe fome: 
ad of this {ame mafle to reiecte others, we fay is not re- 
ueled , neither yet fhalbe reueled before y Chrift Ief{us 
appere in his g!orie,whé the bookes fhalbe opened and 
all fecretes fhalbe difclofed.To {peake the mater fo fim- 

lvasLcan ,that ye haue nooccafionto complein of 
obicuritie, I fay that gods will in chele fubfequeétes and. 
in many others his woderous workcs ts fecree . firit why 
did not God. more,fodcly creat world? why gaue he to 
Adam no greater ftrenght } why did he permite him to 
falle? why he did not prouide mannes redemption by 
fome other meanes,the by the cruell 2nd ignominious 
death of his owne fonne’? why did he choole the fede 
of Abraham to be his-people , reivfing and reiecting as 
it were the reft of the world ? And jinally why thar God 
wold that his dear fonne fhould die in Ierufalem,called 
his owne Citie, by reafon of the temple and facrifices 
appointed ? why (I fay )thar God by the figures of the 
law ,and by his Prophetes had before fpoken, thar the 
Mefsias fhould {uffer in that citie, ad thar the builders, 
whorhen onely in earthe were reputed & knowen to be 
the Church of God , fhould reiect and refufe the chief 
corner tone Chrift Iefus ? In thefe and orhers the won- 
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derous workes of God(which fo far excede the reach of ©:7+8« 


our vnderftanding, that more ablethcy are to quenche 
and {wallow vp alPlight which remaineth in vs, then is 
y great depth of the fea to deuoure our frayle bodics) 
dowehold the fecrete will of Ged fora ruele ofall e- 
quitie , perfection and fufficiencie, teaching and afiir- 
ming that if 2zny man of vaine curiofitie or of deuelifh 
pride,prefume to define or determine vpon thefe or o- 
thers in‘crutable fecreres ,the caufes whereof (o- 
ther then his fecret, but iuft will} isnot, neither 
fhalbe reveled till rhe ful! clory of rhe fonnes of God 
be manyfelted, when the wifdome, goodnes.iuftice and 
mercie of God fhall fo euidenriy appere to the full con 


tentition of his elele, &rothe moit iuft conuicting 
1112, 


é "ite . 


of the con{ciéces of the very reprobate, to whome fhalf 
be left no place of excufe , but in their owne confcien 
they fhall receaue the iuft fentence of their mof 
auft condemnation . and fo fhall they in tormentes 
glorific the moft iuft & moit {euere iudgement of 
God , and his wnfpeakable hatered againft finne cons 
eeaued . We teach and affirme( I fay ) that if any man 
in this life trauale to fearche out other caufes of thefe 
forefaid works of God(then his fecrete will)that the fa- 
me man hedlongs cafteth him felfe in to horrible cofw 
fion, which hecan not efkape without {pedie repentans 
ce. And againft fuch men areal the {criptures by youal- 
Jedged,fpoken and written ,and not againit vs,who as we 
afirme nothing which gods worde docth not plainel 
teache vs , we ceafe curiou!ly to inquire any caufe 
of his workes, other thé it hath pleafed his wifes 
dome, and mercieto reucle vntovs by his holie f{pirit 
plainely {peaking in his holie {criptures . And therefor 
to you it fhalbe moft profitable to trye and examine 
this mater with greater indifferécie , then hitherto you 
hauedone, and to ponder ,and wey whether it be yeor 
we that be wife in our owne conceate, fight or opinion, 
om. 12 | 
that go about to finde out the almightie, that isto 
fubiecte his Maieftie, and wifdome to the iudgemét of 
our corrupt reafon, You(I fay who vpon his words plai- 
nely {poken by the holie Goft,and vpo his works which 
he neither fearerh nor efhameth to attribute and clame 
to him felfe, dare make thefe blaf{phemous conclufiés: 
Tbe Fhemss be mere cruel thena wolf ,rhenis he adiffembler, then beareth 
faings of be bony in bis mouthe & gaule in breaft,then is he author of finne 
bim felf thé ss be unin ft & catrarieus to bim felf,or We y comig but 
onely to the fight of gods incoprehentfible iudgementss 
with all eréblig & reueréce fall done before his Maieftie 
& W the Apoftle do crye, Oh depnes of riches&wif- 
dome and knowledge of God , howe infcrutable are his 1 
ludgementes and vnfearcheable are his waies,who hath t 
knowen minde of the Lord or who hath bene 
| 7 
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vifell,or who hath giuen vato him firft , chat he fhould 
recompence him?for of him , and by him and in him 
areall things .tohim be glorie for cuer, Amen. Be 
you your felues iudges I fay whether you or we do 
aa out thinges that be aboue the reache of our cay 
pacities , and by that meanes ftudieto bring God as it 
were in bodage to our reafons. but now that which fole- 


weth in thefe wordes. 
 ADVERS ARIE, 

Thy worde fayeth Dauid is a lanterne te my fere and a light unte +). 
my feppes. when thy werde geeth forth st g:ueth light and wnderfianding ’ 
exen Unio babes the wordes of the Lord are pure and cleane itu a a7 Se 
them that put thesr truft in it. And the Prophet Efaya::f any ma ction 
lacke l'ght let him looke upom the lawe,and the we muft Pfal 119 
met the word and feke te eftablsfh our phamafies , ether by reafon 
er gods fecret will. for we ave commanded that We turne net from the 
word nether te the right hand,ner to the left, that thou mares? the 
helye Goft haue underfanding in all that vhou takeft m hand .This 
fufficient for vs and this-we ferto de. Bus we knowe fay you 
enen by the worde,that Ged hath a fecres will whereby he werket 
all that picafeth bimverie well andcan you proue thereby that God E/a,8. 
hath swo wiles’: Ged hath reucled [o much of his will as profitable 
for'vs tevs.te kno we.ihe which w nether neceffarie ner meve for Us 
to knew he hash not reneled. Is i* therefore am ether is 3 
that which net reneled contrarie tothat Which reueled thenfral 
there be conirarsetis in God, whichis fals.sf Ged in refped ofhis reue- 
led will, weld mot that Adam fuoulde fall bus in of hus fecrer 4 
will he weld Adam fhould fall then did Ged will two con'rarits Rom 
Which was there ener any monflerous dobring taught 37 
Ged ablorreth a double heart whiub Speaketh ene thing and thin- 
keth anether.and yet abborre you net to charge Ged with thar Which 
be cannet abide in bis creatures tharis hat he Should {peak one thing 
that Adam fhauid no' haue fallen,and sbink and will the pat | 


feuld haue fallen | 
ANSWER. | 


The wil of God plainely reueled , in his holie {cri- Tethe 
ptures we do not oncely followe as a bright lanterne fhi 
ning before vs,tor the directing of our pathes walking 
inthe darknes of this mortalitie but alfo we affirme it 
to be of fuch fufticiencie, that if an Angell fr6 the hea- 
Ha with wonders , fignes and miracles wolde declare 
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to vs a wiil repugning to that which is alredie reueled 
perfuading vs vpon that,to ground our faith,or by tha 
to rule the actions of our lives , we wold hold him x. 
eurfed, and inno wifero be heard. and thercfore ver 


once againe I ci not ceafe to exhort you,if by lare reue. 


lations ye(I mean fome of your faction hath receaued 
any newe knowledge of gods will, by the which you 
perfuade others,that man inthis lite fhalbe pure, and 
clean, without finne,that God fhall expeil it, nor onely 
in the refurreétion , but even while we wa!k compatied 
with this corruptible ficfh, even asthe bright funne 
chafeth away the darck cloudes, that the children of 
God fhal fo beare dominion over the wicked in dus 
earth,thar all the proud ryrannes , and oppreflors fhul 
be come flaucs to the godlic, and that fhalbcrheir hell 
and punifhment,as the earthlic reigning of the other, 


fhalbe their heauen and ioye promiled. Examin I fy 


your felues,if that any of you be in fected with thele 
and others mo grofie and foolifh fantaties, which by 


— gods reueled will, you be neuer able to proue. Buta 


To the 
2 


‘ftorys we haue proued and offer to prove at all rimes by 


the reveled will of God , what fo euer we teach, aftinme 
of beleue,of gods eternal electid.or of his moft suftre 
probatio for we euen the felf fame thing whic 
youalledge ys ro fay which is that by the word of God 
we knowe,that God hath a fecret, will whereby he wor 
all chat pleafeth him in heauen and in earth, and 
that alfo hehath reueled vnto vs fo much as is prot 
table for vs to knowe,cther yet neceflarie tor our fal- 


-uacion.for the which we praife his eternal eocdnes 3m 


infinit wifdom & do affiime further (as before we haue 


faid that fuch as ftid not content with that which ist 


ucled,but arrogétly sift to moit vp to fearch the fecte 
tes of gods counfel, fhalbe bearé downe againe by the 


brightnes of his glorie to eternal confusion,in al 


recompence of their prefuumpteous boldnes. And thus 
Much with you we wil willingly cofelle.but vga 
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OF GODS PREDEST. 
certen queftions , you make fuch conclutions as plea- 
feth you , we cannot but accufe in yon that ynreuerent 
ea deuelifh boldenes and pride, which in all men we 
cond emne.But let vs heare your own wordes. 
Can you proue thereby thar Ged hath t we willes,or te that which 
net Teucled contrarie to that Wwh:cl reueled then /Louide there be 
rravietse tu God Which w falfe God in refpect of bu reucled will, 


wold nat that Adam frould fall b st in refpelt of las fecrer willhe welde 
Adam fall. Then did Ged will comtrarses Whisis 13 smpoffi- 


Thefe be your wordes and feuerall reafons moft 


blafphemoully fi poken,not againft vs but again‘t gods 3.4.5. 


erernall wifdome. againft vs( I fay ) ye cannot {peak 
them for no fuch doctrine haue we ever taughr.for we 


199 


To the 


moit conftantly affirme that the feeret wil of God . 


and his will reueled,is alwaies one, which isthe mani- 
feftarion and declaratio of his own glorie, althoghit fe- 
me diuers 1n y inftrumentes as before I haue moit ma- 
niteitly declared.and thus moi 1utily might I fend you 
to debate vour caufe with him whofe iuftice,& wifdom 
cannot be fubiect ro the vanitie of your reafon.But yet 
becaufe no {mall pare of this corrouerfie betwext you & 
vscontifieth in this:thar you can admit no will in God 
thereafon and caufe whereof,ye cannot fee, perceauc 
nor vnderftand,and aftirmin g the contrarie fay ,that of 
gods fecret will,can nether man nor Angell percea- 
ueafligne, or vnderftand any other reafon, or caufe, 
but his holie will onelie: and therefore with all reue- 
rence do they ftoupe,and couering their eyes , crie iuit 
and righteous art thou oh, Lord in all thy workes,ho- 


liesholie, holie Lord God of armies. The yniuerfall 


earth is replenifhed with the glorie of his Maicftic. 
Becaufe I fay a great part of our controuertie ftandeth 


Anthis point, I wil go through your queftions,and fe- 


uerally anfwer to eucrie one.firft you afke if God haue 
two willes by reafon thas he hath alecres willaada re- 
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ueled wil, I anf{were, that as God in his cternal God hed 
is dimple and one,fo is his will in refpecte of him felfe 
from all beginning fimple and one,which is the deck, 
rarion of his owne — . But becaufe the inftrumep 
tes(in which gods glorie is and mutt be for euer mani- 
feited and knowen )be diuers, therefor hath will¥ 
in him felfe is one,diuers confiderations,eftectes,& en 
des,in re{pect of the diuers inftrumentes . for example 
God will the veflels of his mercies to be extolled to the 
seh of the kingdome with Chrift Iefus , but hewill 
the veflelles of wrath to be adiudged tothe fire inquen 
chable prepared for the deuill & all his Angelles. Who 
doth not fee, but in refpecte of thefe diuers inftruméts 
the will of God hath diuers refpectes, and diuers endes, 
and iuftly may be called two willes or a dooble will? for 
it is one will to faue, and an other wil] to condemne,ss 


touching the inftrumentes & creatures faucd or con 


demned, But in ref{pecte of God the wil is onc and fim 
ple, which is as is faid the manifettation of his 
glorie , which no leffe fhyneth in the iuft punifhmétot 


the one fort, then inthe mercifull deliverance of the 


Te ihe 


other . And this much for the firft . Secddiy ye afk, iff 
wis not reueled be cétrary to that Wis reveled. To the 
w I an{were as before, that in ref{pecte of God theres 
no cotrarietie betwext y will reueled and the will vate- 
ucled . But yet may the creatures to whome God ,doeth 
notific his will by commandement , rebuke or exhor 
tation ,apprehend & ynderftand one thing, and yet 
may be thar God in his erernall counfell hath decerm 
ned the exprefle contrarie.if this to you at the fit 
fight feme ftrange, yet my good hope is that examples 
in the fcriptures propofed fhall make the mater fenl- 
ble ynough tothe godlieand fobre reader. Whatdo 
we think chat Dauid did apprehend of that mott fharp 
and vehement rebuke giuen vato him by Nathan the 


Prophete in the name ot God?No dowt that he wrt 


for 
co 
dic 
th 
co 
| fer 
no 
th 
m 
it 
| 
| of 
| h 
| 


OF GODS PREDEST. 


fonne of death ,that God woid break the league and 
couenant with him, ashe had done to Saule his pre- 
dicefl or But was it therfor the eternal! purpofe of God 


that fo it fhould be? The end and iffue declareth th 


contrarie. Ezechias receaued the very fentence of pre- 
fent death trom the mouthe of the Prophet [aiah, who 
no doute came not with meflage at all aduenture,but at 


the exprefle commandement of God , for fohe afiir- 
meth favinge: Thus faieth thelord put ordre to thy 
houfe for thou fhale die ard fhals not liue. But was not 


therefor the cotrarie(co witt that he fhould afterward | 


uctiftene veres) determined inthe immutable coufell 
of God. The fame might I declare by many other ex- 
hortations & commandemenres,but with one I wil ftad 
contented, which fhailadde light to the former. Abra- 
ham was commanded by Godlro takehis fonne Iaak 
whome he loued, his onelie fonne,in whome the pro- ~ 


mes ftode, and to goto the mounteine which God wold 


appoint , & there to otfer him in facrifice. What will at 
Goddid Abraham apprehend inthis commandement 
during the iourney of thre dayes ? God him felte bea- 
teth rec orde that Abraham did fo vnderftand gods 
will that his dwne hid was ftrerched out to kill his fon- 
ne, yea that in his heart he had killed him. for fo faith 
the Angell : becaufe thou haft donne this , and haft not 
fpared thy onelie fonne, I fhall bleffe the . but whether 
hadGod in his eternall counfell determined,that Abra- 


hi fhould kill his fonne,as Abraham did vnderftand b 
his will reueled? who fo ever dare fo affirme maket 


4 


God fubieéte to mutabilirie,and denieth him robe 
God whofe wifdome, knowledge, purpofe and coifei!es 
be ftable and appointed from all eternitie. if with reuc- 


caufes hereof be fearched & inquired , ¥ holie 


Goftwill anfwer ¥ good it was roDauid thus to be hum- 
bled.that profitable it was nor oncly to Ezechias,but al- 
fotothe hole Church of Ged after h im,tocometorhe 


knowledge of his infirmitic, and of the agonye & barrel 


4 
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which le fufteined, fighting as it were agaift gods mdge 
mé<tes.T hat by Abrahams, great obediéce,be we all in- 
firucted to obey God inall things which he cémiadeth, 


and to fubiectenot onely our luftes and affectionsto 


his will reueled.bur alfo our reafon(appeare it neuer {o 
probable. ) With the which if we ftand not fatistied, bu 
guarreling with God, will or darein a blynd fury afk,to 
what purpofe commandeth,and {peaketh he one thing, 
& meaneth the contrary ? That deuelifhe prefumption 
fall down from the clouds, and break downe fore- 
wer the frantick heads of fuch vile flaues of proud luci- 
fer. And therefor be ye warned, for vengeance is prepi- 
red for all vnreuerent reafoners in gods pertect 
(bur yct profound )iudgementes as ye your {cl- 
ucs to be,in this which foleweth. 
Ged LAY YOU) of his remeled will, wold not that Adan 
falle bur in vespeBe of his fecrere will,he woldAdam foould fale 
then did God will swe con'varies, which ss impeffible. 
-Anfwere . Impofsible we confeffe it to be thz 
“-scontrarietie fhould be in thar will , which in it fel 
1s imple and one. But how fhall you be able to pro- 
ue that Ged inreueling his will ro Adam, had noneo 
ther purpofe nor will but onely that Adam , fhould not 


wer, & fo faid hero Abrahirhou fhale take ad offer thy 

fonne in facrifice. And yet we knowe that the cortrarit 

had he determined.O(crye you )Ged abborreth a double hea 

which {[peaketh one thing and thinketh an ether, and yet ye abbwrem 
5 tocha "ge God with that which he can abide in hss creatures » tha! 
tha he [peak one hing as tea: Ada frould net offed,@ will teu 
trarie,as*ha: Ada jhould offend A nfwer,God,if his good ples- 
furebe,towch ycur heartes with fuch vnfeined repétat 

ee that vou may vnderftand howe horrible be thefe bia! 
phemiucs,which thus ia your furious blindnes you {per 

forth againft gods fupreme Maietie, for before I haut 

{:id they are not ff poken againft vs.for no fuch dodtr 

nedo we teach nor affirme, as that of which you fe 
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falle>(becaufe fay you) he faid thow fhalt not eateJlan 
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ther thefe blafphemies,id albeit we did, yet it were as ea 
fie for vs to diliolue ad vnloufe {uch deuclifh knottes,as 
by inttructio of your father, _ knit totrippe y foules 
of the fimple,& as it is for y fore of the valiant & {trong 
mito burit a fondrethe {piders webbes which y vene- 
mous {pider maketh to catch the impotét files and fe- 
ble gnattes . And now left y you fhould glorie as thogh 
yd reafons yet ftoode fure.Let vs trie ad examine cuery 
membre aparte.God abhorreth(fay you)a dooble heart 
which fpeaketh one thing and thinketh an other,I an- 
fwer: Thatas God is a {pirit and hath neither heart nor 


-bodie as man hath, fo muft not his words , cogita- 


tions,and thoghtes be oh to ours: for as we 
be corrupte liers and vaine, fo where wedo {peak one 


thing ,and think an other, we do meane deceate, fraud, 


and deftruétion to our brother , ro. whome we promile 
tructh fidelitie, & conferuation to our power. Bur God 


according tothe puririe and perfection of his godlie 


naturein {peaking to his creatures , and in creating of 
them muft not abfolutely haue refpect to thé, but aifo 
tv his owne glory . for what reafon is it that God of no- 
thig fhall make chat cteature by whome his glory fhall 
not be manyfefted ? and thercfor in {peaking to Adam, 


and in giuing a laweto him, God had refpecte to his e- 


ternall counfell & purpofle, as before we haue {poken, 
and hereafter fhall rehears.But {till crye you,that yet we 
burden God W that which he ci not abyde in bis creatu- 
res that is, that he fliould {peak one thig, as that Adam 
fhould not haue fallen, and that he ment the contrarie. 
for anfwer I afk of you, if ye will binde God to that lawe 
which he hath impofed to his creatures ? And if ye will 


Teaue none other Iibertie to God his foucraigne maie- 


ftie,then his lawe hath permitted to men {fubictte to 
the fame:and if ye dare promife to your felues that au- 
thoritie ouer God, girde your loines,and/play the ftrog 
champions : prepare your {cates , appoint your iudges, 
cite,and adiourne him to appere at a fixed day,to rendre 
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The ad- arcafon ,& amake an accSpte before you of his vniuere 
werfa~ fall regiment, in which (no doubt) ye fhall finde many 
ries oud things more repugnant to your reafon then this. You 
a think I mock you in that I wil you to cite and call God 
tefce ac tO AN accOpt, in very dedeI do. for as your blafphemie 
cording & pride is veterlieto be abhorred , fo is your vanitie 
reser more worthic to be mocked , then your fimpljcitie in 
that cate to be inftructed . for what was he euer yet a 
mongeitthe moft ignorant ethnicks fo foolifhe orfo 
prefumpreous , butrhat hedid confefle that the workes 
andwonders of the fupreme God, were exempted from 
all lawe , and cenfure of mans iudgement. Bur in your 
fhall haue no libertie ro command, or 
orbid any thing to any of his creatures , but that he 
muft nedes abfolutely will the fame,and for no caufe or 
re{pecte may he will the contrarie, bur that he fhall ha- 
ucadooble heart, he fhalbe a difsébler (curfed be your 
blafphemicthat caufeth me thus to write ) and in him 
there fhalbe cdtrarietie. this is the reuerence an 

beare to gods infinite wifdome in all his workes,to 
ground whereof vecan not atteine by your corrupt rea- 
fon, that you burft forth in {cofting,mocking, and blaf 
phemic. But yet to come more nye to the mater , Ide 
nie that wiftly you can conclude any contrarietie tobe 
in God,albeit thatto Adam he fhall not eate, 
and yer in his eternall counfell he had determined 
_ that Adam fhoulde eate, neither yet (I fay )ca you bea 
ble to proue, that he {poke one thing & willed the con 
trarie, becaufe he pronounced this fentence : in what fo 
euer day thow fhalt cate of this tree, thou fhale dyethe 
death but rather we maye moft afluredly conclude, that 
both the precept, & the penaltie threarned to enfue the 
violation of it,was a plaine and .manifett declaration W 
hat before was concluded in gods eternall counfell ,as 
_alfo thar they were the meanes, by the which the fecret 
willand good purpofe of God toke eftecte amongett 


men & was notified vato the world . for if God had not 
| before 
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before appointed the falleand the remedie for the fa- 
me,he had not impofed vpon him a lawe,the tran{gref- 


fion whereot fhould death,bur fhould haue futte- 


red him to liue without {uch feare and bondage , as we 


fhali do when victorie fhalbe giuen ouer death , which. 


is the fting of finne,& ouer finnealfo which had his 
power by the lawe. And therefor I fay that gods com- 
mandement ferbidding Adam to eate,and the puni- 
fhment of death denounced, ifhe did eate,were nothing 
contrary to his fecret will : but were the very wayes ap- 
pointed by his infinite wifdome,by the which he had 
determined that his fecrete will concerning the mvite- 


ne of mas redemption fhould be notified & put in ex-— 


ecution. And albeit chat fuch as in gods eternal! cle- 
ion tinde no {wetenes nor comfort,fret, fume,itorme, 
and rage at the onelie mention of it: yet neither dare 


infinite loue , and incomprehenfib e libcralitie rowar- 


—desvs: neither clhamewe toconfelle our owne wret- 


ched pouertic, and 1uft condemnation, into the which 
oure father Adam willingly wrapped him felt and vs. 
And therefor we conftantly affirme that as we were ele- 
(ted in Chrift Iefus before all tymes, fo it behoued vs 
intimeto fall in Adam, to the end that the bright glo- 


ne of God , might after fhyne & appere before men & | 


.Proue nowe if you can contrarietic betwext 
swill reueled , & his fecrete will. How vaine ts the 

iffcrence which you put betwene his will & his per- 
niif{si6 we fhall fhortly examin in this which foloweth, 
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nor can we coceale and fuppres gods eternall rrueth, | 


The reafon where with you ge abeute to per{uade thi tobe of trues, The | 
very meare,ifa man( {ay you )could de any thing cowrary to gods will, 
then were not God omn:porent , wherfor what [oeucr is dere, mui} 38+ 9C- 
nedes be dunne by tke willof God, whsfe will nema can refift. 1 an- tion. 


were that God is goodnes st fell, bis willis al wayes geod, yet man is apr 

tode may de eusll contrary to gods will , ne: withftanding God re- 

mammeth emmiporent , fufferimg man te de euill whore he might de- 

froy before be did the exall , if fous pleafed him .Pharas obftinatly re- 
| Vv 


1. 


¥ 
, 
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fufed wo obey the will of Ged, yet ws God omniperent, for ifGodhad it 
he micht haue deRroved Pharas at the , and the wa 
well worthie to be destroyed, yet God ufed tewardshim , by andh. ve 
tell fuch encreaffe of pumfheme: ashe might therwith have benamided 
had net bis malice-ben an smpedime: Chrift as he wine ffeth hi fifwlt 
hawe gathered the Lerofolimstans rogether, as the he ber chickes,yet wad 
they not wold that the Ifrael.tes ould entre ime the land of Cana 
and they wold not, wherefor they were carted back again'hroughth 
wildernes where they perifhed Againe when God wold not that thy 
Should entre they wold nedes entre,and were put to flight ofthe Canam Bch 
" tes. Thus we fe plainely that many things be donne co'rary rhe 
Ged, winch (halbe more largely declared hereafier, where we fraihem 
hewe God often fuffered many things which he wold not.yet to maimten Bk 
this untrueth ye alledce that whieh is written im Exodus the). the Lad 
4 hardened the heart ef Pharac.Tethe which | anf were that whichiew- 
ritté all moft in the td of the fame chapter, Pharao hardened bu heart, b 
and hu ferwants: and that which written inthe chapter ef ‘he 
ke ofthe kinges, wherefor frould you harden ysur bearres asthe 
Gans and Tharae hardened their hearves by thefé places may prea 7 
well that Pharas hardened hu owne hearte.as you ca 
de bim hard hearted, by that other text wherefor teunterfial bo 
placesde aggre, we muff mre firft, that al the childrenof Adambaas 
hard & wicked heart, they be mollified by the grace of 
witneffeth fayang: Am ogeft al things liu. me ma hath the decea’ of 
3 full Rubborn heart <> the lord farcth that he willtake the foniebean 
fre the, and gine the a beart of without they had a fenze beart,e & th 
could not take st fre the If Pharao hada flonye heart, as :t doeth well ap Se 
he tyraneufly eppreffed the people afore Moyfes 
him coulde st mor be hardened more the a flone afore it had bent 
fied, which was not dane. for he refused knowe the Lorde, f mat 
bear: te gods muracles, but at tae firf? meting with fard, 1 know 
mot the Lord.therfor Pharao wi'l; ne ly & wittingly,did indure 
his fiife heart, net wi bitading be ad bu fercerers were cousll 
The miracles to be dove by Ged in (0 much that he defired At 
V6 to pray for inm,cofe fing his offece . but yet after that he was dels 

frothe prefent plague indured hia heart beth be ad his ferua fe tha’ 
the Apoftle faseth whe they kre we God they glorified him net as 

ther were they thal fal wherfor they were le/t vo their ewne le wd 
Which the caufe of hardning for ma being lef of God,is notling els, bus 
4 bard obstynate wicked creature and coforme to this meamng de tht & 
esemt dottors imerprete this place,God hardencd Pharaos heart , thatum 
fay Ged fr ffered Piaracs heart ts be vs not 
Zeb that vs met te beledde into teptacion.Se leb fareh.God hate 
tak wifed-m from the Eftriche , that tas tt folewerh there Grd hath 
Sruen her vader flawding. And of his frresds Lob farcth . Thaw hast 
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withholden their hearts fré underflanding that ts thou haft nor giué thé 
underftading:And maner of Speake is ¢ omen in the fcriptures net o- 
nely of Ged, bu! alfa of ma as theft , me we you bane ridd the ciildré of Lf- 
racl out of the hddof the Lerde, that t you haue not caufed the te fall in 
tthe had ef he lorde. The pirafee( he feripture being rite truely Under- 
the mater the eafier for feng thai Goel as Lames fare'b 


j 
we ma,that to finne then did God nesiher harde the beart of Pharae, 


ner rép' Te do wickediy bur ffered him & bim oner the obfti | 


nate hard beart which he had already adthuuthe greateft plague that 
chanced to man, to belefc te lewd mynd as Saul becaufe be wold 
obey the Lorde./e was le't of gods goed [pirit & taken with aneull 
forse, & the from thence forth he became worfe. and werfe likwyes Teas 
king of luda, becaufe be wold not heare the vorce ef Zacharia the Pre- 
poethe waslefte{Gad , flaing in hu owe bed with his owne feruants & 
foud va werthie be buried inthe fepulchars of the kings. fonne A- 
majias becaule be refufed to beare the Prophet ef the lord,and foght coufel 
of the Eds mites goddes be was left of God oucrcome by the king of Ifrael, 
erwards by rreafon jus cofprred againft him killed him, 
Thus we fee that there ca be me greater plague , then vo be left te our fal- 
wes Cr te be destitute of the grace of Ged ..As the yearth canbe a mere 
punified,ebe relack the fione & dewe.So rhe lord death 


met wafting felf.but takerh vhe hedge and raine from 


ju ffereth st tebe wafted ad onertrode by ethers So leb was plagued 
of Ged wel) by fufferarg te be plagued not withfanding fayeth, 
the Lord bath ad the Lord hath taken, which be underflad 
that phe Lard did take bis goods but onely fuffered the deutl to ‘ake them, 
Se the Lard pum ed ins pecpls that he touched them, but will bide, 
my face from & will (ee what their end fralbe farerh the Lerd.Af- 
te? the fame maner he that place Ged hardened the heart of Pharacte 
be under fia nd that God fuffired ‘be Leart Pharae'o be hardencd or 
lef; him 1m the hardnes ef heart, apperes!s to be fo of that which 


19. cbaprer , bow long refufeft thon to fubrare thy feif 
‘wage me,to ier my peeple ger thw we the will of Ged was,tha, 


Pharac (ould ler abe people gee. Secondly ‘hat Pharae did not {ubmit 
him feifte Ged, thas lus mind was ne: cerforme te geds mynd. Tiirdly sn 
that he vefufed te let the people ge Ws bm owne dede and & noe 
gods for frould grant,that it was gods he refufe re let 
the people ¢00,then did he him felfe to the will of the Lord which 


to the word rhe frould Ge ad ne hane bene beth of one mynd. 


And he will ef Ged ts allweayes god and inf, Which yout4n not deny 
then Pharae rejifing telat the people ge, did wel & sufily, forafmuch, 
as st yas gods Will he dea , Wherfer Pharao eght neste be puni- 
Sued for thu good iuf dede. Tiefe & {uch like inconuemences Ca you Net 
affirming Pharacsbeart haue ben albually f Ged 
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ANSWER. 

How meane that euer our reafons be, yet great caufe 
we hauc to giue thanks vnto God,that ye in laboring ¥ 
all your wittes to oppugne & obfcure them, are yet com 
pelled by the inuincible grace of gods mercie to iuttifie 
and illuftrate the fame. which fhall plainely appere by 
this your firft anfwere,which you make concerning the 
omnipotencie of God . forafmuch (fay you) as God is 
goodnes it felf, his wil is alawayes good, yet mi is apte 
¢o do, and may do euill, contrary to gods will,notwith- 
arias God remaineth omnipotent fuffering manto 
do euill, whome he might deftroy afore he did cuill, if 
fo pleafed him:and fo ye bring forth ¥ example of Pha 


rao.] will not take in all points that aduirage of youwl B 


think you wold take of vs moft gladly, if you had vsin F 


fuch a ftreit as you haue here cocluded your felues . for 
if mi may do eul contrary to gods will:fo thar God for 
no refpect , for no end nor purpofe wold that fuch wie. 
kednes fhould be donne (for thus you muft applie you 
words, orels nothig againft vs and yer that it ples 


feth God not to deftroy the wicked doer, but to fuffer 


him todo euill, whome he might hauc deftroied befo- 
rethe iniquitie comitted. What fhall,I pray you enfue 


either there fhalbe in God two contrary willes 
one that willeth no wickednes in no wyes to be donne, & 


and an other thar fuffereth wickednes , yea and that 
pleafed to futfre & notto deftroye the wicked mi: orel 
that there is a power aboue gods wil, which compelleth 
him to fuffer thar which he wold not: one of chefetw 
can you not auoyd.But I wil dealle more fauorably with 
you. Ye grantthat God fuffereth the euill; and chathe 
might deitroy the wicked mi before iniquitic be com 
mitted , if {0 pleafed his godlie maieftie and wifdome 
Do ye nor cStider that inthis your confefsion, is nole 
conteined then any of vs hath cither written or {po 


inthis miter. for 1f gods omnipotencie remuineth 2 


no doubt itdoth , fo perfecte and hole that he may ne 


_lnpede onely wicked men of their interprifes, but alfo 
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y he may deftroy eué Satha him felf, if fo pleafed his e- 
ternal wifedd,what can be cécluded, but y God willingly 
for caufes knowé to his wifedome alone , permitteth & 
fuffereth things to be done W after hewill moft iuitly pu 
nifh? And thus (I fy) doth your own anf«er & confefs16 
jufilie 6 doctrine. for wedo nottreach wickednes plea 
feth God,in fo farre as it is wickednes: neither yet that 
God will finfull aes to be donne , 1n fo farre as they a- 
re finfull without any other further refpecte.But we fay 
that as the actids & cogitarids of the godly pleafe God 
in Chrift Iefus,becaufe they are wroght ad in{pired by y 
power of his holie fpirit: fo y the good workes,as patic- 


iuftice,chaftirie, & fuche lik,God will ro be doénc,eué 


becaufe the works be good & agreable to his owne natu 
re:fo fay we that God will,yea and hath determined the 
works that be moft wicked to be donne for y purpofes 
& caufes cocluded in his eternal coiifel.Which thing if 
we be able to proue by the euidet fcriptures of God thé 
oght you not to be oftended althogh we preferre God 


toma,and his plaine trueth,to vour fophifticall euafios 


& colde interpretations of {uch places.for the auoiding 
the prolixitie of many , I will choofe but two at y moft, 
plune and moft evident.Is irnota great &horripic fin- 


 nethatafals prophete fhall come and deceaue the peo- 


ple? Yea ts it not ikwyes fin,to deceaue ¥ Prophet? and 
yet God feareth notto attribut to him feli bothe the 
one and the other.tor no fals prophete dothe arrife,who 
God tor one cf two purpofes doth not ftirre vp, to witt, 
ether to trie and examin the coftancie & fidelitie of his 
feruates, orels, to execute ad blind thoteswho delite not 
inthe veritie For Moifes witnefleth in thefe words, if 
inthe middett cf the,there arrife a Prophet,and he fhal 
giue vnto thea figne,and yet fhould fay let vs go and 
lerue ftrage goddes heare him not,for ¥ Lord your God 
tempteth ycu,whether that ye wil loue your Lord,your 
God with all your heart, & in all your fowle. if it be the 


propre office of God to rrye, tempt and examin ¥ hear- 


tes of his people & of his chofen children as the holie 
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Goft affirmeth it to be. Then muft you confes thaethe 
fals prophetes be gods inftrumentes appointed for tha 
purpofe.And thar God deceaueth the fals Prophet,Ere. 
chicl in plaine wordes docth witnes faying,id 1f thePr 

het dcecaued fpeak the word, rhe Lord haue deccauel 
that Prophet ,andI will extend my hand againft hin 
and Iwill roote him our from the mid eft peopie 
Andthetamedocth yet God hr felf more 
ly vendicateto him felfinthat folemned proclamatid 
made inthe cares of the prophet Micheas ad boldly by 
him pronounced tn audience of two kings Achas & Io 
faphar, as foloweth : who fhaill deceaue Achas to vs?or 
who fhall periuade himtharhe mav patie vp, and fil 
in Ramat) galaad,and there patied ovta certen {pirité 
ftanding betore y lorde he fard I fhall deceaue or perfn 
dehim. And the lord {rid wherunto ? & he {aid I fhal 

afie out & be alieng Prophet in the mouthes of all hi 
Propheres:he faid thertor chou fhal deceaue him &thou 
fhalt brig irto pafle:goo forth therfor & do ené fo. And 
Jo God hath giué a licg fpirit inthe mouthcs of al the 
fe Propheres & the lord hath fpoken euall vp6 che. 
make a publique proclamation to call for one to deces 


-ue,to fend him terth & to cine him power to do the li- 
me.beon ely aii nple permifston,& a thing which 


fuffereth againg hiswill , lett the indifferent man ind 
ge. [think thatno mi will deny rhe inceft of Abfalom 
openly conimutted,not onely to be finne, but alfo tok 
fo execrabl&& dereftable a face thar nature it felf (bet 
never fo corNpt ) muft nedes abhorre it and yet [pry 
vou what faith God that he wil do in that be half,lerthe 
Prophet witnes. Thus faveth the Lord God (faieth 
thajochold I fhall ray euill againit the, forthe of chine 
own howfeand I fhailrake thy wyucs and giue thérothy 
neighbour,who thal withthem in tac (unne. Tho 
didcit ¥ fate fecretely but I fhall do this thig opélybe 
fore all Hrachlet vehemécic of ¥ words w here be [pe 
ken.be nored & be ivdges your felucs whether your! 
serpretation betollerable,he faicth not fhal fuifer 
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uil againft the. And therwith not content , he faierh I 
fhall take thy wyues,and to put the mater out of all con 
trouertic he addeth,ad I fhal giue thé cothy neighbour 
yeaand thar willl do openly, Ifroraife 
do,be to permitt onely the thing which he wall nor, we 
muft confelle our felues ignorant of the phrafes of the 
holieGolt. this fame might I proue by lob, by Nabu- 
chadnezer , by Salmanafar, by Syrus 2d diuers others w- 
hich for breuiries faik J palle oucr. willrecite wI 
truft fhalbe fo plaine thatthe deuill him felf by no {ub 
tilitic fhalbe able to ob{cure the light of y tructh. Was 
there cuer any tactefince the begining more wicked , if 
the inftrumctes fhalbe cGfidered,as was the crucell and i- 


ee ioufe death of the Sonne of God? And yet what | 


Jocth the holie Goft attribut to God in that cafe? him 
fareth Peter (beig crucified) did you kill after that you 
had taken him by the hides of y wicked mer being gi- 
uen by the appointed coufell & fore knowledge of God. 
And after,they haue verely cSuened agaift thy holie $6 
nelefus,who,thou haf anointed,Herode together & PS 
tus Pilate, w y Gentiles together & y of Hraell 
todo what fo cuer thy hand & thy coufell haue decreed 
to be ddne. Aduife well what yewil anfwer,¥ wordes are 
plaine, & fo plaine y you ¢i not auoide the. for he that 
fayeth the wicked mé did what fo euer God did forefec 


& before dorermin ed,yca what his hand.y is his power, | 


and coafell, y heshad before decreed to be donne , mea- 
neth athing of more greater importice thé he ¥ faieth 
they did what God permitted and fuffered’ to be donne. 
Confider forther y you haue not to do W men, as W Au- 
guitine,Caluine and vs whome you call careles liberti- 


‘hes, but w the holie Goft (peaking in Peter & in the ho 
Te Church of ferufalem,yea inthe hole ferip- 


deathefor vs, to caufe our finnes to make warre agaift 
im,to punifhe hi for fame, in fuche forte of al men 


Hiewiet if not to {pare bis Sonne, but to giue him to 


| 311 
tocome vpon the,bur plainly he faieth I hhal raife vp.c-. 


iue,& to 


AB. 


AG. 4. 


at the 

r thar 

ePro 

caual 

t him 

copie 
plam- 

& 

ly by 

& Jo- 

stork 

dial 

irité 

fhal. 

lhe 
thou 

An 

& 

Gol 

tok 

ber 

pray 

chee 

Ni 

hine 

thy 

hou 

be- 

us! 


ia 


he was moft contemptible for a feafon . if I fay to gine 
to death to ftrike , to wound & punifh, be aGtions, then 
did not God onely fuffer his Sonne to die to be woiided 
to be {mytren & to be pun:fhed without any will,thata- 
ny fuch thing fhould come to pafle , but he in his eter- 
nall counteil appointed thetume, the place & the per- 
fons,whé,where,and by whome he thould fufter y fame, 
for of louche gaue himto fufter the trewe death.that 
we by him might receaue life . the time could not be 
changed & the cuppe which the father had given him 
he mutt nedes drinck as in the figureswas forcfhadowed 
and by his own people,and gétiles,as the Prophetes,and 
Daud, had before (poke. It in gods counfell gods gift, 
gods hand , and eternall purpofe, before decreingeall 
things to come to palle, in the deathe of his Sonne, ye 
cin fe nothing , bur a bare & fimple permifsion , I can 
not ceafeto affirme, that as by falfitying fuch plaine 
{criptures, you labor to take from the Churche of God 
their moftfinguler c6fort leftto vs in Chriftes death, 
fo do you walk in darknes , & in ¥ {2me ye fhall perifhe 
except {pedely you repét . Howe one, & the fame work, 
in fo far as it procedcth from God, is moft iuft.mof pro 
firable & moft mercifull:and yet as it procedeth from F 
inittruments moft profane moft wicked ,damnableto the 
felues,& moft cruell,I hauecaboudanrly declared, and-af 
ter as occafion fhalbe offered, thal! touch by gods grace, 
fo much as may inftructe the fobre mynd, if it be igne 
rant: and alfo to put filéce to your venemous mouthes, 
be they neuer fo impudét. Becaufe the fcripeures which 
you heape be cither plaincly repugning to 
your error,orels make nothing for probation of the {a- 
me, I will fo fhortly as Ici go throug" them, oncly noe 

ting wheria you abufe the wordes and mynd of the ho- 
lic Goft. T he wordes of our mater {poxé inthe 24,chap 
ter of Math ewesGofpell ferue nothing ior your purpo- 
fefor inthot plice our Sauiovr Chrilt Ietus fpeaketh 
as he that as the meflinger of his heauclie farhered de- 
clareth thatthe Ieves obitinarly even from orig 
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nal had refifted God {peakig by his patriarks,prophets — 
of old,& now laft by his Sonne.he neither {peaketh nor 
-meaneth what'wil,God had to faue his elect,neither yet 

will Whe had to gather & feperate thé fro'y world,but 
onely(as Moifes and Elias had before fpoke) declareth 
what fidelitie & diligence God had vfed in the gencrall 
election & vocation of that people, from time to time: 
and yet what had bene their obftinare rebellion & vn- 
thankful! defection from him: by thewhich they kil- 


led the Prophetes, ad fhould Kill his Sonne fent of God — 


to callthem from iniquitie. What hath this to do I fay 
with that will,by the which God,in his eternal] counfel 
hath made diuifid , betwext the electe & the 
Ifye dare fay chat Chrifte in that place meaneth,in that 
hewold haue gathered thofe murthcrers,and fonnes 
murtherers as he doth witnes , he doth gather his 
chofen flock,him felf wil couicte you of a lie. for he af- 
trmeth the fame to the fcribes & pharifies ,ro whome 
principally he {pake,in that place that they were not of 
his fhepe & that therfor they could not be gathered to 
his foide,that they were not of Gad,& therfor that the 
could nor heare his voice,y hedid not pray for y wor ld, 
and therefor they could neuer bevnited to God. You 
muft declare howe God wold  thofe Ifraclites whole 
dernes fhould entre into y land pro 
mifed. If you fay by any other will thé by his generall 
Precepte giué,y they fhould go &pofleffe it,ve Jack 
theteltimony of the holie Goft. Ihaue declared cauites 
moitiuitand moft fufficient why God fhall command, 
that which is iuft right & laudable,albeit that man nei- 
thercan perfourme his commandementes:neither yet 
that ir was gods eternall will & counfell that all men 
fhould fo do. And forther I haue declared iuft caules, w- 
hy God doth call many to repentance and felicitic,and 
Yetthat he chofeth a certéto attein therto & entre the | 
fame. And fo I fay ye muft proue ¥ God did other wayes 
will, themyto entre into rhe lad thé by his general com 


m dement , before you be able to prove that any bh Ing 


af 
d 
c 
"94 
4, 


34 AGAINST THEADVERS, 
is done againft the erernal and immutable will of God, 
Ican prouc that gods will was fo plaine reueled that no- 
ne of them fhould entre into the lid promifed, } ithe — 
houed y hole armyeto be receaued frome place to pla 
cetilthey were al cofumed.Y ea further I ca proue YMoi 
fes him {elf could not obteine y priviledge to cntrein 
nor the people, albeit that in prayer mofie carneftly he 
required the fame.proue if you can,that euer God rewe 
led his wilito any particulare perfons ( Iofua & Cale 
onely excepted) y they fhould entre in it. And thé may 
you fay that either God did chage his wil & fete 
rels that fome thing was done againft his will, which he 
did permitre,buat nor will will anfwet there is no bet- 
ter argumentto proue that God hardened the heart of 
Pharao,then that fame w you adduce to proue that Pha 
rao did harden his owne heart , and ¥ God doeth futte 
irto be hardened , but docth not will ir. This ye write. 
All the children of Adam baue a hard and wicked hearte untill thy 
lere-47. be mollified by the grace of Ged as Wwitne ffcth faying . Amagel 
all things liming man hah the mest deceat full G& Aubberne heart, 
your libertie or ignorance in citing the Prophetes 
Exgc.36 wordes palle mealure, 4d the Lerd faieth that he will takes &- 
way the ftony hearte from them, and giue thema hearte of fieh. 
no tronger argument nor reafon I require to contute 
your error then the fame , which you atledge for thee- 
ftablifhment thereof. for if by nature all be equall, and 
that onely grace maketh the difference,then we demid 
& aik whether that grace be giuen to fome, and denied 
to others & y by permifsion & fufferance,as you {peak 
or if itbethe determined will of God that his gracead 
mereie by Chrift Iefus fhalbe frelie comunicated with 
fome, and that the fame fhall moft iuftlie be denied to 
others, albeit rhe caufes to vs do not appere, during the 

time of rhis our martalitie. Ifyou dare fay that g 

will in taking away the ftonie heaite and in giuing the 
flefhic hearte,be nothing elles but onely a 
& fufferance without the operation and will of his Sp* 
tit,then may youreafon that inthe hardening uf 
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rao and of the reit of the reprobat there is nothing elles 
but a bare permiffion without any efficacie of gods {p1- 
nt.But if it beGod that workcth in vs the good will and 
perfourmance of the fame,and that he hath merciev- 
on whome he lifteth.the 1s it likwies,that God harde- 
neth whome he will.Mark & note y wordes of the Apo- 
file: He faieth not,he hardencth whome he permitteth 
and doth fuffer to be hardened , but palinely he faieth 


yhe hardeacth whome he will. The Apoftle fawe none 


other caufe why mercic was fhewed ro fome and others _ 
were left in induratios but gods will, Trew it is v the re- 
probat of nature haue and fio their mothers wobe doth 
tary with them,the mater cf their induration . Burthe 
gueftion is,Whatis the caufe,that y peftilet mater 1s re- 
moved from fome, and why ? dothe it remaine with o- 
therslt you anfwere becaufe fom receaue grace offered, 
and fom refufe it. Ye have faid nothing, as more plai- 
nely | haue before declared . for alwayes we alk the cau- 


-fewhy is the will of the one obedient to God , and wh 


isthe will of the other rebellious, confidering 

by nature are equall. Althogh that you trauellto con- 
founde the heauen and the earth yet fhall ye be broght 
to this principall that God hath mercie ypen wheme 
he will, and whome he will he maketh hard hearted. 
And therefor as of his mercieand free grace , God wor- 
keth willingly in the one with his Spirit,foftnes,& y fe- 
ling cf mercy,fo doth his iuft iudgementces,& wrath 
againft finne couceaued by the fpirit of fathan, work in 
the others hardnes obftinacie , & § fenfe of his wrath. 
Youreafon affirming that Pharao hada ftonie heart 
before that Moifes fpake vnto him, thé could not it be 
heardened morethéa ftonea fore itwas mollified.this 
yoreafon I fay is more then foolifh.for I fuppofe y vou 
be not fo brucifhe , ¥ you wil affirme y the heart of any 
tyrine at any tyme,in naturalihardnes I to Prope 
& fele,is cperable to § hardnes of a ftone bury isafigu 
ratiue {peach by ¥ wis declared vachangeable hardnes 


od, 
10- 
be- 
pa 
cin 
the 
cuc 
ile | 
idy 
he 
ot 
ha 
tte 
ite. 
they 
cit 
y 
TCS 
ta 
ure 
ec 
nd 
nid 
ied 
ak, 
ith 
1 t0 
the 
he 
on 
10 
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of mans heart as touching y naturall power of the fame. 
foras the ttone by it felf can neuer com to any foftnes of 
ficfhe, fo can neuer ma by any gift,which nature hath of 
it felt,cometothat bumilitie and obedience, W is zcce- 
ptable before God. Burdoth it therof iniue chat one 
man is not,norcan not be more cruell then an other, 
yeathat one and the fame may not procede frome cuil 
to wors,and by contempt of grace, make him felf more 
hard and more hard : althogh his heart was neuer fully 
mollified.] think you will not affirme the contrarie.for 

_.___ the holie Goft giuing this exhortatio: This daye if you 
care his voice harden not your hearres.doth confirme 
my affirmecion,which is,that men procede from hard- 
nes-ro hardnes, yea from one finne to an other,till their 
finnes be becomme inexcufable,and finaily irremif- 
becaufe that obftinarely they refufe grace offered. 
es Chritt doth wittnes in thefe wordes,if I had not com, 
and fpoken ynto them, they fhould not haue finne, bat 
now haue they nothing to cloke their finne,for they ha 
ue fene,and heted not onelie me, but alfo my father.No 
man wilbe fo :ond, astro atfime, thatthe Iewes before 
Chrifts preaching and miracles,were cleane without fine 
ne:but the cotemypt of grace did fo augment and incre- 
ate finne, that it became inexcutable.euen fo fay 
| rher Pharao did harden his owne heart frome ume 
fotime becomming more vnthankful! vnto God and 
more crucil to his people. And ¥ foireine of this indu- 
r-tion and hardnes I confefle to haue bene borne with 
him.and that to raige againft gods people he neded no 
ympuition of gods parte, butrathera brydle ro impede 
his fury. But vet the queftion is not refolucd as before 
I haue noted. for ftill we afk why was not that founteim 
foutte yp? why was northe naturall venim purged and 
heart mollified? fearche where you I:it,we fhall 
none other reafon nor caufe, for thewhich the fuble- 
Gventinduration of Pharao did principallie procede 
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~himvpto 
God did hardé Pharaos hearte, not by permiflion oncly 
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his wifedom alone had moft iuftly denyed to commu- 
nicate his graces effectually with him, but had rayfed 
a his power fhewed forth in him.And fo 


but willingly withdrew his Spirit fro him as before is 
faid. Wonder 1t 1s chat amongeft the ancient doctors ve 
will feke pwrocinie or defenfe in this mater : feing it 1s 
aftaruteam you,thar ye will beleue nor adimit the 
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wordes nor aut oritie of no wrirer,in any matex of 


trouc tic, betallrhings you willhaue decided by the 
{ct ipture. A nd truly lam not contrary to your 
myodinc.atcafe, to that vou vaderitand , thar ye will 


notedmuer the auchoritic of min againit gods plaine 


trueth, nether vet that you will beleue ma any turther- 


thenthat he proueth fentence by gods fer1- 

tures. Ii you had produced any doctor who had con- 
firmed his interpretation by the plaine worde of God, 
of reafon,I oghtto haue anfwered, eter by the fame, 
ot by fome orher doctor of equall authoritie,orelsto ha 
uc improved his interpretatio by the plaine {criptures. 
but feing thatye produce none,yeleaue me at greater 
libertie. and yet I will fhewe youthe mynd of one do- 
ctor coparable to any that euer wrote before him, ether 
inthe latin or in the greke Churche, I meane of Au- 


uftine, who writing againift Iuhianthe appoltate, and 
againft Manacheus who did aftirme the felf fame thing .,.4,, 


that you do,towitte thar God was a pafliue God,t)at 


is,hedid fuffer all euill,and that again(t his wili,but he 
did work none. Againft him (1 fay he thus writec):walt 
thou fay ( faieth Auguftine to Iulian ) that the wicked 
that be giuen ouer totheit owne defires , are to be vn- 
derftand onely lett by gods fuftering,but not com pelled 


tofinnes by power, as thogh thatric Apottie had nor 


ioyned the fuffering and power of God to gether, where 
that he faierh: if God willing to fhewe wrath jand to de- 


clare his power, futtercd in great patience the veilelles 


ofwrath prepared ro deftruction,w of farett. 
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thou, 1s written ? And alfo, if the prophet do erre and 
Thali {peak , I the lord haue deceaued him, is this fuffe- 
ring’ or isit power? Andjalter adducing the {ame wwe 
before haue illedged of Achas headdeth, did God the- 
ferhings 1gnorantly,or doth he any thing,1udgeing or 
doing rafhly or vpiuttly ? God torbid.it 1s not without 
caute chat itis fud. Thy 1udgemctes are a great deapth 
itis notin vaine that the Apoitie crieth out; Oh the 
hieght and depenes of gods 1ud gementes . And after in 


the tame place expounding thele wordes: & lead vs not 


nto tempeation , after that he hath athirmed that God 
giucth ouer fome for iuft caufes ro their owne lu- 
ites and blyndnes as he gaue ouer Roboam to beleue, 
the fals and tool:ifhe counfell of the young men (¢ he 


futh) allthefe things doth God worke by wonderous 
and vnipeakable meanes,who knoweth howe to worke 
dias tuft 1udgementes, not onelic inthe bodies, but alfo 


mothe heartes of men, he who maketh not the willes 
will, burvert he vieth rhemas he will, feing that he can 
will norhing varuftly . Thus far haue alleged vnto 
vouthe mynd of one doctor in this our controuer- 
lic. when ve {fhhall bring forrh the mynd of any well 
erounded vpon feriptures as he dothe this his fenten- 
cc, ] promyfeto anfwerifLcan.lam not ignorant that 
diucis of the doctors (yea and Auguitine him felf) 


1 fome places May feme to fauor your opinion at the 


But iftheir wordes in one place be compa 
red with their plaine mynd and with the {cope of rheir 
difputation in other places,it fhall plainely appere that 
none that liue this day do more plainely {peak aguink 
vourerror, then fome of them haue written . The pla- 
ces of lob manifeftly and m plaine wordes,fight again 
vou. for itis faid inthe one place thou haft excludad 
their heart from wiledome, and therfore this matet 
fall not beto their praife.and in the other: God hath 
taken wifdom from the Eftrich,and hath not giuen 
vaderftanding vnto her , dare you ailirme that in thele 


wordes 
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wordes , there is nothing but a bare permiflion of gods 
parte? isthere no ditkercace betwext away taking and 
fuffering to be taken away .1f any difference be bet- 
wext thefe tivo maner of {peakings, God giucth wildo- 
meand God taketh away wildome, then 1s your inter- 
pretation foohithe and ‘abfurd , nether yet Is there any 
phrate of feripture,vuderiland you picale,that can 
make God to back thar fentencewhich he hath 
pronounced,to wit chat he hath rayfed vp Pharao to 
bean examplcroall generations folowing , what fhall 
bethcendc ol thoferhat obitinarly God. Wao al- 
but he tempt no man to finne by the power of his {p1- 
nryetas before I haue proued, he iuitly giucth them 
ouer to rie inordinate luiles of their own corruption 
yea he giucth them ouer into the hands & power of fa 
thanro be pricked and flirved forward to all iniguitie 
that theirdamnation may be 1uftjand alfo that his ven- 
1uftly dcferued ma the more fodenly fallev pon 

hen. The my ad ot iame limes is onciy to bring men 
tore right exammation and triall of riem telues leit 
thar by daetery thev beginneto {eke originall cafe 
of ther finne in another,then inthem {clues. And yet 
doth thar nothing impede, but that God in his maner 
(which alwayes is doth hardé the heartes of rhofe 
whome before he had reprobated. We contefle that no Te ty. 
| plaguecan chance vnto maa, thenthat We be 
lettto his own lewde mynd, for thé ef him can procede 12.15 


o the 


no good nor permanent frute. Bue as the earth lacking 
rayne dewe and moifture nedes be barren, and fo 
length fubiect to malediction,fo muit men defiitute 


i 
= 


of gods grace,with Saul, Achab, & others procede from 
euil to wors,tll finalie they cometo cbfution. But were 
Itnoty itis yourcomone cuftome to belic y holy Gott, 
I wold woder how vy youcoulde be foYmpudent,as to af- 
firme, that y lordedoth punifhe his vineyarde,not wat- 
fing ithim felf, bute taketh the hedge and rayne from 
itand fulferethit to be wafted and troden of otliers. 
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And that lob was plagued of God onely in fuffering 
himto be plagued. Afluredly this your affirmation de. 
claveth in you ether a moft brutall ignorance orels an 
impudencie more then manifeft. Ye will not deny tha 
Uracl & Luda were y pleafant vineyard fomry mes plan- 
ted by gods own hand: So doth he him felf aftirme, and 
doth God no more intheir deftrutio but oncly looke 
vpon the as an ydleand vnwilling futferer ypon the tn. 


and myferable calamitiethe him felfdoth witnes 


y contrary. for he faith [will plainely declare voto you 
w atlwilldoto my vincyard,! hall take away y hedge 
of atl fhall break downe che wall thae it m vy be troden 
vpont fhall make it waite and fhall alfo fo forbid the 
clowdesythey fhall nether fend doune rayn nor mor 


{tur vpon it. Note and mark well I befech you,God here 


fsecketh nothing of permiffion, bur all together of 
WoT of taking away and of breaking downe. 
And how pray yvoucame y fearfull deftruction to pal. 
{c > the lord God of hoftes ( fareth the Prophet [faiah) 
ltake away from Terufalem and from Tudath the ftay 
andthe fi rengt h,cuen all rhe ftay of bread,and all the 
fay of water, the ftrong man and the man of warre the 
idee and the Prophete, the prudent and the aged, the 
of fiftieand the honorableand rhe counfeller, 
and the conning artificer,and the eloquent man , and! 


will appoint children (note well what God (peaketh )to 


be their pecs and babes fhall rule ouer them &c. And 
afrer ord fall. lot ing vpon the vpon. thy people 
and vpo thy fathers howlethe dayes thar haue not com 
feomtheday that Ephraim departed from Tuda , euen 
the king of Affhur &c. Inthatday fhall che Lord fhaue 


toe with a rafer that is hyred &e. The Lord him (elt 


doth further cofefetharrhe king of Adfhur is the rodd 

of has fury and the axe in his had,he fayeth ro an hypo 

cruccall nation willhe fend him:and I him com- 

agarntt that people which hath, deferued 

my indignation] willgiue him charge to take 
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kes &c. 


Ifcthefewordes may be ateibuted to him,who onely 


fulfereth and doth not him felf etteCtualy wotk, let in- 


dittcrent meniudge. And yer fpeaxing more plainely 


hefareth: Tam thelord and there isnonc other,| for- 


methe lightand creat darkaes : make peace and creat 


cull(thotais punifhfement urd plagues tor finne) Ithe 
eternall do all thefethinges .to whom the Prophet A- 
mos dothe augre thef. isme wordes: or fhall 
therebe ewillin eth he and the lord hath nor 
donne :t? The lord {peaking by his Prophetes Ieremvie 
and Evechiel faieth:T fhall fend and rake all che nations 
of thenorth , and Nabuchadnezer any feruant che king 
of Babylon,and } fhall bring th emvpon this Jand:iTabalJ 
kindlethe fire, 2ugmentr and multiplisthe flame. and 
Ifhall prophane (that is I fhall make commone)my Sia 
Cary .Ifberhat gatherech his worryers , chatleadeth, 
and conducteth them, yea taar giucth them ftrenerh 
agilitie and good fueces , thar putteth the fweard of his 
vengeance into their hand , that commandeth them 
toitrike,and to {pare none,doth nothing elles but fuf- 
fre, I muft eonfelle my. felf nether to know nor to yn- 
derftand what it is to do,or what it 1s to work. Your bold 
impudencieaffirming,that Iob was plagued of God,o- 
nely by fuftcring him to be plagued, is inrollerable. 
Doth not God prouoke as it were fathan to uye his fer- 
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riueandto partthe fpoile. And further in the fame 

lace God doth acknowleged the greuous punifhment 
and myferable deftruQtion of Terufalem to behis owne 
work.for thus {peaketh the Prophet:But when the Lord 
hath accomplifhed all his work vpon mount Zion and 
Jerufalem,I will vite the frute of the proude heart of 
the king of Aifhur, and hie glorious and proude loo- 


Ya. 4s 


Amos 


uant Tob faying haitthownot contidered my feruant 


Job,how none 1s lyke voto him inthe earth,an vpright 
and iuft man, onethat feareth God and efcheweth eurll, 
And after that fathan,vpon that occafion had defaced 
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the integritie and iufticie of lob, affirming: that ealye 
it was to feare and ferue God,feing thar all thinges were 
rofpergus and fortunate in his houfe and familie.God 
En by exprefle wordes giueth to him power ouerally 
erteined vnto him:and thereafter he giueth ouer the 


body of lob to the tyrannye of farhan, his life onely 


beig referued.Was this I pray vou onely, to plague Iob, 
by fuffering him to be plagued: Doth the father which 
commiadeth his childe to be beaten in his prefence,and 
commiadeth how many ftripes he fhall receaue,norhing 
elles but fuffer his childe to be beaten? or is he not 
rather thechiefcaufe,as thatrheis the chie! comman- 
der why his child is punifhed: O fay you but God did mt 
take lis goods but onely fuffered the deusll te take them and (oGud dad mt 
punrfre lis people . for he touched them not, but hid bis face from them, 
fee the:r end. Albeit your vanitie trouble me a Littell, yer 
muit ir nedes returne vpon your owne heades to your 
fhame. This isa good reafonly, God by him {elf tooke 
not Iobs goods from him, therefor he did nothing 
but fuffer chem to be taken: and gods owne hand did 
nor touch Ifraell nor Juda, therefor was he but onely 
a fufferer,and noworker of their punifhment. I will 
makethe likereafon and argument.God by him felt 
gaue no goodes to Iob, therefore did he nothing but 
fuffer lob to be enriched. An other,no vilidle hand was 
feneto touch Elimas the forcerer, therefor did God o- 
nely fufter him to be blinded .Ifye will affirme the 
former, to witt, that God did nothing but fuffer Iob 
to be enriched: not onely fhall Iob him felfteitifies 
gainityou, buteuen fathan, alrhogh he be a lier, and 
the father of lies: vet in that cafe fhall he conuinee 
you of amoft impudent hie. for he fayeth Haft thow 
not madean hedge aboure him,and aboute his houfe, 
and aboure all tharhe hath on cuery {vde? thou haf 
bleiled the work of his handcs , and his ub‘tance is en- 
created in the land. But ftretche oute nos thy hand - 
| rouc 
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touche all ‘that he hath to fee if he will not blafpheme 
che ro thy face. And if yewill fay that God did onely 
foffer Elamasto be blynded: then fhall the holie Goit 


{peaking In farnct Paule conuiét your. for he faieth 
hold the handof the Lord is vpon the and thou fhalt be 


biynd and fill not fee the Sunne tor atyme. And thus 
fhill you haue God ,man, and the to rebuke 
yourvanitie. Be afhamed , repent, and giue glory vn- 
ng to God,who feareth not to contefle that all intirumen- 
heauen earth or in hell, be his roddes, his tword, 
and his hand , by the which he correcteth,he punifheth, 
he triethe deliuereth,and faueth according to his eter- 
a“ nal counfel! and purpofe. To proue abfurdities and To the 
. inconueniences ( as ye terme them )to folow our do- 16 
ret érine:thus you reafon : frould grant that it was gods will 
that be fooul d the peuple goo, then did he fubmit him felf 
ke so the will of the Lord . then, fiould God and be hawe bene beth of one 
ng mynd. and the will ef Ged ts alwayes good and Pharao refi- 
fing to let the people go , did well and wétly , frrafmuch as it was gids 
will that he /heuld [0 de. wherfore Pharae oght not to haue bene punted 
for this good and sufi And thus in conclufion , ye attir- 
“| me that thefe inconueniences we can not efkape . I 
> haue before futticiently declared howe that ‘no wic- 
ked man commuting iniquitie hath any refpecte or 
mynd to obey gods holie will, ether fecrete, ether yet 
he rcucled , bur folowing their owne rage and inordina- 
ot te , luftes doth make as it were plaine retiflance 
to God. and therefore, how fo cuer they be compel- 
se led to to ferue gods eternall purpote: yet do they ne- 


uer obey him in their owne heartes : but obftinar! 
they do rebeli againft his blefled will reueled. Andithe- 


fe refor,as rhere isno conformitie nor aggremer berwext 
a the holy will of God,& their peruers & malicious will, 


77 foarethey fubiect to iutt damnatio,tor their rebellion 
and difobediéce.And thus — trom you the ground 
& foundation wher vpon yout 


ink your felues mofte 


| 
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alfuredly to ftand, I might futfer your vain buildingto 

fill into contution.. But partly for the inftrution of the 

fimple reader,and partly to wone fome of you(if fo plea- 

{ce God )fro thefe horrible blafphemices, I purpofe in this 

place to declarethed itference betwextthe helie willof 

God,and the wicked will of men , and why it is,that the 

worke of God is mofte iuit, and che worke of the inftru- 

mentes, vniuft, and euill, referuing the reft to beter 
Opportunitic, | 

Thewill of God muft not be reftreined to thofe thin- 

cs which externally we feedonne or hear to haue bene 

The cau done. But gods will muft be extended to ta thole endes, 

fe 4-4 forthe which God worketh ,and caufeth to be wroght, 

renal all thinges from the beginning: tow itt,for the m unife. 

sharbe ftacion of his owne glory, for the profit and faluction 

awrogit. of his electe childrea, and for the execution of his ik 

iudgemetes,ether for a tyme to correcthis chofen,orels 

for cuer to punifhe the ftubborne and dilobedict, of the 

reprohate forte . Beeaus y I fuipect no man fo foolifhas 

thar he will dcay the will of God working to theie endes 

to be moftiult moft holy, and moti pertecte init felf:] 

w:i labor forno probation of that parte. But beciutethe 

in{crumentes by whomeGod worketh,be divers,we mutt 

inquire and knowe what inftrumentes they beth: 

beynee Godswill, and therefor by him are reputed 

Ged. workers,and whatthey arethat obey not his will and fo 

whatfo euer they do, are reputed inobedientc. Onely 

thole inftrumentes do obey gods will, who hauing hw 

will clearly reveled vito them.do ftudie and indeuet 

chem feluesto obev, accounpl:fh fulfill che fame, 

and thac of very loue, {re mynd, and zeale to obey 

his godiie Maietite .the frurce: and workes of thefe in- 

ftrumentes howe focuer man doth 1udge of them , doth 

God apy roue ,yea albeit they appere to repugne 

—tomertcy ,ortp his lawe written. for the Irachites were 

delivered frome theft by gods will reucled : albeit 

they fpoyled and robbed( vader the cloke of 

| | ne 
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the Egyptiens of their fubftance. The maryners and the 
Pe fhipmaiters being with Ionas, inthat foden ftorme and 
© tempett raifed by God,were fre from murther and fhe- 
ding of innocent bloode by gods will plaincly reucled 


sa ~~ byy mouth ofthe Prophet. Iehu was not onely iuftified 
of from allthe fufpition of treafon , which men might 
the  haue gathered of his tacte, buralfo from crueltic, in 
iru. killing thofe idolazers, who manifelily declared them 
{clues triendes to Baal:y chat, that God did firft reue- 
his wiil vnto him, fending his Prophet to anoyn- 
and after approued his zeale, which he rewarded 
wtcinporall promife of the kingdom to continue in 
ri his potteritie ro the fourth of hit fede. Thus I fay doth 
iuttifie the workes/of thefe inftrumbentes which o- 
"FE obey bis will reueled:And fo I fay y they onely obey God 


: thar knowing his willdo ftudie tO obey the fame. But 
contrary WYCS who focuer doth any thing wnorant of 


ra gods willnot knowing thewill of God reueled, repu- 

= gacth or doth cotrary to the fame(howfocuer he ferueth 

| gods eternall purpote dorh nether obey God, nether ca 

hebeexcutable before gods tuftice. And that becaule 

inhis work & fact he looketh nothing to gods will, ne- fi 

theryetro theend and purpofe which God ref{pecteth. 

al And hereot ipringeth and arifeth the dittercce betwexe 

the workes of God,& che workes of mi,yea betwext the 

| workes of the godhie,and the workes of the vngodlic. 

wh God worketh all his workes,to manifeft his glorie, his Ve 

wifedome,his power, his mercie,goodnes & iuftice. The 

godlic moued by the holie Spirit,worke their workes 

to giue obedi¢ce vnto God,to lupport their bretheré in 
Ay 


their neceflities at his comandemet,and to punifh vice 
according to his lawe.But the yngodly caried hedlon- 


ges by their own juites and by the fury of fathan, to it 
whofe power taney are committed, work all cheir workes 
toreuenge them dcilroye uch as they hate, 
, and to promote their own entrepriles without any re- 


{pect had ro God,to his will,ordinanee or countell. 
X 


ig 


in 


AUDVERS 

One or two examples fhall make this mater more fen. 
fible. The will purpofe and coufell of God in punifhing 
lob was to trve his patiencc,and of the fame ro leauean 
example to all them that trucly feare God tothe end. 
And who dare deny this to be moit reafonable , and 
moit iultjthatGod exam ining fharoly one of his childré 
fhall make hima co all che refi? But what was 
y will and purpofe of fathan,and of the Caldeas,bv who- 
me Job was puuifhed The will and purpote of fathan is 
plainely reueled to haue bene,that by thote afiiictions 
he fully purpoted to withdrawe Tob trom gods feare,and 


—Thewill to caufe him curieGod to his face. The will of che Chal 


efthe deans 1s euident ynough, by the maniteft malice ofall 
fuch oppreflers, who look to noth ig but to farifhe their 
own couctous myndes by the pofletiios of others, wty- 
rannoufly and vniuitly chey by violéce fpoyle.And thus 
doth ¥ diuerfitre of the myndes of the workers, make y 
plaine ditteréce betwext their vorkes.An other:God in 
expcliingDauid from his kingdom,in g1uing his wites 
with great ignominie to be dehled by his own tonne 
Abfalom,and in commanding Semei to curfe him, had 
re{pecte ro his owne tudticewhich can not fuffer finne 
vnpunifhed.euen ta his derett childcen.thereby leauing 
exaple to allages folowing.y tuch as willingly wold not 
 futtre gods greuous plagues yfhaltauoid maniteit con- 
tempt of his holy commandementes. And this I chink 
willall men confelle to be awork,(1n fo farre as it 1s 
Of Da- wroght by God ) moft iuft,and moft equall . for as God 
honor thé who do honor him,fo muft they be con 
‘wine remned,who cotemne him. But what was the mynd of 
‘seme Achitophell counteller,of Abfalom the inceftuous a- 
and 4- dulrerer,and of Semet theblafphemous curfer? The 
chitopoel one itndied to make fuch hatred betwext the father 
and the fonne ,as after fhould neuer be reconciled. 
Thevanaturall & montterous fonne declaring him felf 
mortallennemie to his father according to the wicked 
countell,thoghtto vnro him the heartes of the 
people. And Semc1 willing to make Dauid odious te all 
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mé,and to haue broght him, if pofsible had bene to ve- 
rermott defperation,powred forth y ven nym,which be- 
fore lurked in his hidde corrupte & ftinking ftomock. 
The fame might I fhewe mn the precious death of thein 
nocent Sonne of God.in which the great and vntearchea 


bleloue of God towardes vs doeth fhyne, fo that Chri- Chrife. 


ftes death in fo-farre as it was the work of God, proceded 
from loue, from mercie & suftice. but rouching thein 
firumentes ,whome God vfed in execution of the fame, 
as inan other place [ haue faid, they looked noth ig to 
gods counfell , but were alrogether caried to in1quitie: 
fome by auarice,fome by pride,and by ambition,fome, 
by malice harered and enuie. fo that amogeft them all, 
none was found that ttudied to obey God , nor his holy 
will reveled. And thus it 1s euident why the work of 
God in fuch cafes,is 1uft id good, as it that 1s wroghtin 
wifedom mercreand iuftice:and chat for mott ruft cau- 
ses,purpofe & ende.And why the workes of wicked men 
({uppoting y God in feme refpect will the ) are yet vin- 
muftand repugning to his willneuer done to obey him, 
ad therefore are they and their workers fubrecte to ma 
lediGion, végeance & damnation, pronounced by 
in his lawe the workers of iniquitie. Nowe let vs 
examine your reafons Lf st was gods will {ay you that Pha. 
rao flould to let the people go, then did he fibmit him the 
werd of the lord, | d eny v colequent. for neither did Pharao 
knowe holiewil of God,neitherdid he fubmit him felf 
toy W was comanded & reueled vnto him. The will of 


was.in people to giuean exiple &teftimonie to y 


world y y onely benedicti6 of God.was fufhiciét ro giue 
multiplication & encreafe to his Church , euen againft 
the determined fury of fathan,and of all wicked,that he 
Wold gine vnto his Church being afflicted moft 1oy- 
fulland moft wenderous deliverance: and finally thar 
no obitinate enamie of gods people ( how fo ever they 
feme to rage and rriumphe ) fhal in the end efcarp 1ud- 


Sement and vengeance iuftly deferued . Do you think 
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that Pharao either knewrhis wiil of God either yer that 


he reteined y people in bondage for any of thefe ender 
Ithink not. chen did he nor fubmirtthim {elf to gods 


will-but obftinatly did retift,fo farre of gods will, as was | 
reucled vnto him.And therfor [fay ,that God and Pha 
raowere of contrary willes,and moft coner 
mundes.God willig his Name, his power ad his wifedo. § 
me.to be preached and praifed tothe éd, torthedeliue. 
rance of his afflicted people. Bur Pharao wiling tO 

 teine in perpetuall bodage the people (whom Godcom 


manded him to fet at fredome & libertie)to ferue him, — 
he fhould commid. And therefor albeit wicked 
Pharao was an inftrument.by whom chofethings were 
broght to pafle, yet were his workes neither well meriu- 
{tly donne, but tyrannoufly:and moft obftinatly didhe FF 
fight againft God. And cheretor in the end,moft iuftly fF 
was he punifhed.Behold your {pyder webbes with les la- 


ra bor diffolued & burft (then Iam aflured) youand your Ff 
|g great captaine Caftalio did {pinne knit & veauethe fae 
-meto your great fhame & perpetual condemnation,ex 
tia cept that {pedely you repent. Now to the reit,which fo- 
loweth in thefe words. 
al The'. -ADVERSARIE, 
| Ass for the fentece ye alledge Ged makehhardhearted, 
mek. hom le will, avd of ie will he haath mercie , thas place bath bem 
Ane very umvefonably wrefted of forme cf you, (0 that therby you haue burdt- 


39 ned God to be the caufe ef condemnation, who at /as pleafure receaneth@ 
ction. fich as baue either of paine or plealure deferued nothing at all. 
God forbid that any man Should conceaue [uch a phantafie ef God,but We 
mufi firP learne how God lightened ali men that cam inte this worl 
light who fo refirfeth him the Lerd by long fi fferance, with boumti 
benefites and fatherly correGens doeth call to repentance . But if we 
lousng darkvues better then light, will utterly refnfe light,or after We ha 
ue bene bythe goocnes cf God partakers ef grace , do for fatk the 
wenan’oft.e Lord , then hath he mercie on whom he will, and that 
bis and orhers he maketh bard hearied,that w he giveth theme 
Mer to hearts lufves, Oo rat the caufe of their induratio, 
wid and plealure ef Ged which deeth nathing without aiujt carfee 
but their vb tinate wickednes which Will nov be reformed . Thefe 
and the ocher receane grace by the mercy f Which may 
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be will. haue merese,en whem will,and that befides his conenant. 
| ANSWER. | 


Becaufe that nothing refteth r» the end of this v5. 


book (your blafphemies and raJing excepted ) wh ich 1s 
not fufhiciently before antwered, I intéd onely to rouch 


thofethings which you vniuftly lay to our charges,and To 


frikly cofetie in what pointes you and we do manitettly 
diffent in opinion,and doétrine.and firft Liay that mott 
vniuftly you accufe vs,laying to our charge that we bur 


den God, to be the caufe of codemnation, the which we 
all with one céfent impute co mi, to finne,and to y 


uil the firft foliciter to finne.And therfor,except that ye 


can note,and euidently conuict fome one(or mo)ot vs, 


that fo hath written or affirmed of God, ye can not be 
purged from the horrible crime of vniuft aceufatis , ad 


-detettable tclader.We vererly diflent from you thar God 


lighteneth euery man,that commeth into this world,in 
fuch fort as you afirme,that is,hat he calleth all ro re- 
pentance & offereth light of faluatio to all, fo thar God 
ictufeth none, except fuch as veterly refute light, or 
fuch as haue bene partakers of gods grace ,and do for- 
faakk thecouenant ofthe Lord. for betides the euident 
of the {criptures , the common experience 


tro the begining doeth witnes , that God in that maner 


hath not illuminated euery man. for how many do pe- 
rifh in their mothers bellies?h ow many fodenly diebe- 
fore their reafon can iudge of good and cuill? how ma- 
ty are depriued of natural reafon & ynderitanding? Yea 
how many remainewylde & brurifhe, liuig like bealtes 
and eating one another? how many do continewe all 
their life without any other knowledge of God,the the 
Vitible creatures of God do teach them? which I think 
Ve will nor affirme to be fufficiér iluminati6 to proug» 
xethem to repentance or to atteine to life. I pray you 
What hehe had Efau refufed when God pronouneed this 
fentence:the elder fhal ferue the yonger. vp6 the which 
the Apoftle as before we haue declared docth conclude 
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To y 3 


-tnersare lettin perdition che caufe may be fecrete (as 


that yer the children had donne cither good or badde, 
the one was loued, & the other was hated, 

That. God doeth nothing without a iuft caufe, mot 
willingly we cotefle. But that there is no iuftice in God, jer 
to the groud whereof,your blind reafon doeth not pear 


fe,we conftantly deny. And th erfor we muft nedes atfir. wi 


methatto {ckean other caufe of gods workes;then his 
holy waill,is more the impictie. for the caufes beknow- 
en to his wifedom alone,why fome he hath chofentolie 
te cuerlaiting in Chritte Tefus his Sone, and why thato- & by 


Auguitine {peaketh) but vniuft can it not be . becaufe it 


-procedeth from gods will ,which 1s the perfecte rule of Fw 


not be reformed, and that ube cau fe of their ynduration -1n fewe and 
-fobrewordes we afwere : Thatin mi there is no wicked: 


| hention) the affurance of his covenant and league . But 


al iuttice and equitie. If thar yecrye tilltharthe moun. 
taines refound againe:te ob ftanat ini quitie of the reprobate wil 


nes Which God may notreforme,if fo be his godlie wil 
and good plealure. Albeit of thefe your wordes: Ged may 
bawe mercie when he will, on whome he will, and that befides hu cou- 
nante, fome may arife,that greatly you do not 
efteme tifar meftimable benefite granted ynro vs in 
Chriite lefus his onely Sone. yet will fo fauorably in- 
terprete vour wordes as Tecan. If ye vnderitand that fuch 
as this day be sgnorant of God, ennemies to his tructh, 
& perfecurers of his faintes fodenly or after this, 
be called to the trew knowledge of y communio which 
is betwext God and man, by Chrift Iefus,I do fully agre 
with you.for fo was Abraham, fo was Paule, and {fo were 
the Gentiles:who long did liue without trew, knowled- 
ec of God,and without ( as touching their owne appre 


ifvou vnderftad that God can or will receaue to merce 


at anv time fuch as he hath not elected to life cuerla. 
fing mn Chrift his Sonne betore all umes 


tetly abhorre that error, asa peftilence moft perniciou- 
be. Now te thar which foloweth. | | 
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ic, ADVERSARIE 
That place of the booke of ‘he hinges. The Lerd commande'h Semmes 
to cur fe Dauid,l umderfiad fora /much Aas God is tbe author ofall gcod- 
loft nes no euill,we not a wicked mynd to Semmes but willing 10 ex- 1 : 
» fervant Dawid, under the croffe , and finding Semasa nar 
ear and eush mynded man $peciallyre wards Daxid,be aue him the bridell, 4 
being left of God, he hy the intsfement ofthe deurl, wa ai- CUion. 
diem bis beart,did curfe Dautd bemg conerned by the fpi- 
God did pacicgently fu ffer the wicked to cur{é ‘um, h ping that 
Ww God wolde ‘urne hes curfirg inta bleffing. for thts did ‘Dawid knoe. thar 
lie the permi(sion and {u ffering of God coulde no more cu rfe 
wen Balaam might curfe the Ifraclites it folo weith not therfor, tbat 
as did effectually maue Semexrio do the waked dede , onely fi fered 
ye will feke to rhe latrerall fenfe oj this place and affirm that | 
Ged did effectually command Semeitocurfe “Daud , then] muff ge tlis 3 
Ot way wo werk with you: all that the commandeth, isiuftsfit be 
Ine command ur(e, Ir iuf to obey ta curfe. forthe righ teonfnes of the 
pill arde,u knowen Ly the righteon (nesof the commandemet: as itu uniuft te 
nd rtinj? obey a comandemet where- 
fr semeroberng the comandementof God, which inft did inftly you Wil 
d- Semen did net obedien , that obey God but of an mynd 
Daud anfwer you your owne faying that this was al/s the 
Ged that Semei fhould hane aneuill mynd and not 10 peafe God 
Dawd-for you fay that God gawe him an euili mynd to curfé Da- 4 
ted, Woerfor inthat he of a difibedient mynd curfed Dania he was obe- 
Gent te God. and a We haue to obey ,1 pray jou 
commandeth , his fone Salomonsto pumifhe Seme: for thw 
bey which feave they hore Lob the we fall upon 
hem lik wies long you (tick to your error , when yeu think to ancya 
ene danger, you fall intoa greaier. 
ANSWER. 
Youdo ever decline trom the principall feopeand fo 
“Mak yea fals conclution , tor wedo nordeny but God To the 
vfinding inSemer atthat time awicked mynd towardes * 
did lowfethe bridle ro his corrupted affections. 
two things do you and wed ifterre. The lirit is 
that-whether he found any wickednes In him which 
¢ Bus godly power might not haue remoued , if fo he 
shad determined to haue donne from the begin - 
B™ ng? And fecondarily if fo he gaue him che dridile, 
Bache not haue impeded the fame, 1f fuch 


had bene his godly wall. and therctore where you 
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aflirmethat God did effectually moue Semei to that 
wicked dede.if youvnderftand that in fo farre as thede. 
de was wicked, the Spirit of God , Umeane the holy Gok 
did not moue him therunto, I fubfcribe with you. for 
fo outrageoufly to curfe Dauid,in the day of his oreg 
calamitie,he was moued by that venime which Sg had 
Jurked in his breatt,and by the intigacio of the deuill 
Bucaf thereupon you conclude,as that you feine todo 

by your wordes,that God did nothig elles bur 


oncly fuffer him. Becaufe [fay that fuch ydle permifsis 

can neither agre with gods power,nor with his iuttice 

we mult nedes affirme , that when God giueth ouerthe FP 

wicked into a lewd,ad reprobate mynde,that thé as iu 
he punifheth finne by finne , fo he more théo- 
To y nely tutter. There is more required thar a fact be 
4. iuftly and obediently donne, thé a iuft commandemét 
—towitt: Thathe doer haue gods expreffe commande 


ment for his aflurance. And fecondarely that he looke, 
and haue re{pect to the fame endes,which God hathv- 
tered ip his word .and laft chathe do it oncly co obey 
God . Nowe proue any of thefe to haue bene tn Semel, 
and Twill confeile that ve haue once triumphed, [finde 
that Dauid did acknowled pe gods and 
~coulell, and therfor at chat tume we'd he not ame jim 
felt nor his feruanres to take vengeance. But what com 
mandemet ofGod I pray you did Semet either 
ledge or confefle. Ltindeno mention that he exculee 
him felfno not by any commandement that he hadte 
ccaued of God when after he fubmittet!h him felftoDa 
wid inthe day whé hertcurned and came ouer Iordant 


But I finde him plainely co confefle his offence faying 


e-Re Let not my Lorde impute wickednes vnto me, 
membre che ching tharthy feruant did wickedly, whey 


o 


my Lordethe king d eparted oure of Terufalem that the 


king fhoulde take it to his heart. for thy feruant doth 


knowe that Lhauedonne amifle. If Seme: had 
any commandement of God , or if 
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ked to the fame end to the which God looked , he mi- 


hehaue had plaufible reafons to haue perfuaded Da- ’ 


vid,to haue fhewed fauor and mereie him. firithe 
might haue faid, Oh Dauid althogh thowwas kig, and 
thar Idid curfe the, chow oghteft no more to be otlen- 
dedagainit me,then thow watt againft the Prophet Na. 
than. tor as he had gods commandemet plainely to re- 
ucle thy finne, ad fharply co rebuke the lame,tothe cd 


that thou mighteft be more effectually inoucd to repeny 


tance, fo had I gods commandement bitterly to curte 
thee,to the end tharthou mighteft humble thy felt be- 
forethy God,whom fo highly thou haft offended. 

Thefe [fay had bene plaufible reafons to haue mougd 
Dauid to mercic. But thecanckered con{cience of Se- 
mei did witnes again{t him, felf y he to his knowledge 
had neither commandement of God, neither yetthat 
he looked ro any purpofe or countell of God:but onely 
to Dauids, veter confution & deftructio,which he 
cioufly foght.And fo fay albeit that gods commande- 
mentinthe felfwas iuft, for the purpofe and end which 
he had appointed , yet was this commandement hid to 
pods purpofe alfo vnknowen to him:& ther- 
fore was his fact neither iuftly nor obediently donne, 
for a mft fact(as [haue before faid )requireth a good wil 
to obey aiuft commandement: and reguiteth 
knowledge of the will , which neither of al 

inSemei. Nowe prove if you ca-cither iniuftice in God 
who thus doeth vie this wicked inftrumet,or yet in Da- 
uid his fernant, wo in his teftament commanded the 
diflembled hypocriiie to be puntfhed . The rett of your 
vaine fophifteric, which of Caftalio you hauc begged, 
docth nothing profityou. for albeit we fhould confeile 


thar irwas the will of God in fome refpecte,that Semer 


fhould hauean exland inobedient minde: how fhall 
you beable to proue,thar therfor he did obey Gad ? Is 
Itnot the will of God, that fathan and the wicked world, 


ofawicked and malicious mynde,wogble and tempt 
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his children in this earthe:Doeth it th br folowe thy 
Sathan and the wicked Obey God ? or doeth it not mo} 
folowe that becaufe God wil] thar OUF paciene 
fhould be knowen , & that the wicked froin tymetorr 
me procede in their ImMpietie till the meature be full, 
that cherfor th ey caneuecr obey God.And in this our: 
fitmation we feare not much the froft nor 
thar we lament vour vnicomelve ielting in) gods {er 


/ 

ptures. Thus you procede. & 
TRE ADVERSARIIE 
An you make in thar place c { Genefit where Lofeph fais 
vunte bu brethren, God [ent me h:ther, Sor your lives fark, and thereat 
ay Was not you that fent me hither , but God which hath made me “ne 
ther unto {thu da you gather , tha: the wicked dede winch lyf 
phes brethren did in felling hin, was the Lords é édc, and fecret will by 
for fo much asthe patriar kes here comm:tted cble finne first, 
thery father,and fecomdly hey did commutte the reateft kinde of th’. 
rom bim, with 6) thelawe oght te be pur 
Sued by death . therfor ma 'y we fee that thy dede was not donne by fb 
Will for st Was contrarieto this comman wil he any 
kednes. bist according tohis nature wiyich ts euer good ,he turned th 
Wuked dede to agoodend , for hus feruan'es Abr alia faack, and 
Sake for he weth mercie to the theufand genera ton of them tharl 
him thu to be fo plainely proued by ‘helatier chapter where Life | 
faceth wnto bis brethren, you thé ght ouer me, but Ged ha'h turm 
Unto do as it come to paffe thi day.marke well what u heres 
cribed unto ofephes brethren and what vnte Ged . They thoght 
utll and God turned it to good . Then their minis and mynde 
re not all one, wher for it was not gods wil that they /hould thus dow: 
Kedly, nothrathfanding that thy place of the laf of Genefesufa 
wifest and against your error, as can be, yet will yon mm 
free to therrueth, but flie to your hamefull of gods fecret wil as 


you fay thatit was Lods fecret will, that this focome wei 
fo that the patriarkes thoghtes were moued to do by God Thus yout do 


tridut to God thar Which is propre to the deus li by the teflimome of] 
werd: herby we be taugis' that ihe deusll moued me eusll 
bes. God commandeth vs to refit eurll thezhtes Which sf ibey come of 
then commandeth he vs to refit Lames lareth , that ne mam 
temp ed of God. Bufite ‘mere with curl thogiites is ty lempt, all 
comme bh from the father of Light whe for tf euill theohts £1) 
Jram him they mu? be good, s (aying we , yout 
me but you gram end tl gates to be euill, and fo 
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fay that they came from God , then may we call God the father «f darche 
nes: becavfe from him came eutll thoghts which are darknes. And wher 
you fay? that G od doeth ‘hofe things for hus owne glory a»fwer that {ay- 
ing 5 but vaine for we clorifie him whe we mdge hyn Warthie ro be le 
rified as Nabuchadnezer besrg chaged inte a brutiflienature bauing 
perience of the suffice power of God he glory to Ged forafmuc/) 


did (ee 1udged Ged io beiuft , God wilbe glorified ef all nations, 
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then mut gods works be [uch as all nations may knowe them and praife 
them yet where no nation which at any tyme acknowledge God to 
be for becaufe he pun: hed aman fir the offence , wherunto he bin 
felf ded prouoke him. The Phalifians prices and [ayers gaue glory 
God him to be ww be plagued Pharayin that he harde. 
‘ned hus heart agamft God , defining their rulers by toe (ame exanplero: 
‘wharce ther hb-artes agazft God bus t0 fend away the Arkefthe Lord, 
lef he likwies plague them But ifthe Philisizans (oth fayers had knowe 


(as ye prejume todo that God did barden Pharacs heart, What 
coulde they attr ibut to God for Pharao for thar thing whereof 


he was the author bron and forcing Pharao therunto, ferry as 
you haue fa:d, no mans able to refit bu fecrere will , whatimftice badit 
bene to punt be Semes for that offence , whereo{ God was the authar 
manding doit! fareth ,thusthe Lordu krowente exccuie 
true udgement, when the ungodlie 13 trapded inthe Workes of hu owne 
bandes not when he puni/ied for the offence wherunte Le moued men byrn 
felflf God fheuld a man becaufe he hath a beard, frould any glory 
redound to God thereof , feng he hath giuenvs beards Inm felf. But here 
yoube very religious , and fay we oghtnotto fpeake [o vnreucrently of 
the wo'k: of God, for this 18 the fecrer iundgement ef God tors 
yere there be fome fecretes of God unknowentovs . But the iudye- 
ment of God knowen made mavife/t tous inthe word,and afyer tis 
Wword( as (aint Paul teacheth ) ot after your ecret indgement all God 
tudge the world , & (o fralGod be glorified of all godise & Ungodlie for- 
afmuch as all pall iudge it te be inst , & they wich haue not bheyed ‘he 
trueth( not your unknowe ie trueth ) but thar which knowen, thart: ‘he 
word halbe punted adthey whithhaue obeyed to the 'rueth , net fee ret 
yours but reneled in gods word , /Lall receane therr re warde. Moreo- 
uer if this be the fecretiudgemét of God, who reueled st the to you. Howe 


do you knowe st tebe fecrer, fecre’e which you kno we and teachin 


dede | thik at to befo for it [ecre that Lia not cache no holde of bt. Bus 
herim I do perceauc, not the fecre:, but ‘he manife/} of Ged, w- 
hich fieffereth you to evreshus becaufé ysu with bilde the trueth in vnrig 
teoufnes, ad according vo your knvwledge you haue not glorified God nex- 
ther haue you bene than! Ul bout waxed fullof vamties your owne :ma 
gations. wherfore my counfell 1s that you turne again from tbat infi 
litte wherin you haue drowned your felues beleue ‘he worde feke n@ 
forther for itis the po of Gd to faicaison to euery one that beleueth. 
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ANSWERER. 

As your moft peftilent fect,euen from the firtt ori 
ginall of it,hath with all malicious craft labored to fub- 
uertand confound gods moft perfect ordinance, fodo 
you inthis mater confound thofe things,which we moft 
plainely ad moft deftinctly fet a parte, and deuide them 
the one fromthe other. for firft you are neuer ableto 


-proue that any of vs hath alledged,or yet docth alledge 


the word or fact of Iofeph and his brethren, for any pro- 
of of gods eternall election , or moft iuft reprobation. 
but to declare that fuch is gods prouidéce towardes his 
chofen childré,and towardes their faluation,& preferua 
tion of his church , that what fo ever fathan and wicked 
men imaginetro thedeftruction of gods elect , that fa- 
medoeth his infinitgoodnes conuert to their profit, 
comfortand ioye.And fo this is the firft,chat impudét- 
ly ye confounde,to witt his prouidence which extédeth 
to all his creatures , with his election which perteineth 
onely to his children. The fecond is, 90 man hath euer 
put more plaine difference betwext the wicked will of 
Sathan, the corrupt and malicious will of man , and the 
holic ad moft 1uft will of Ged, thé we do in all 6 


“nead writings . And yet ye accufe-vs, that we artributto 


God that which is proprero thedeuill , chat is to moue 
the thoght of men to do euill . Howe far rhat impietie 
is from all our cogitations,as God one day fhal! mani- 
feftly reucle to your eternall confufion(excepr that {pe 
dely you repent) fo may all godlie men who either hi 
ue heard our voices or redde our writi ngs,beare record 
how tuftly you accufe vs.we conftantly affirm that God 
neither moued by his holie fpirit, the hearrtes of the 
patriarkes toenuie ad hatred , neither vet of Pharaoto 
crueltic, neither yet to iniquitie. for that is naturally 
borne with all meo,and nedeth the power of the porent 
Spirit of God to extinguith and quéch ir,but not to 
Rabe and kindle it. Bur yet we fay that God who outol 


darknes produced or broght forth light » had in V moft 
| dete 
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deteftable facte of the patriarckes, both his will and 


his counfell, farre cotrarie to their myndes and purpo- 
€e -cuenas he had in thecruclland moft vniuft death 
(as cécerning the inftrumétes that were the exccucers) 
of his deare Enid Chrift Iefus. nether yet doth it the- 


tof folowe,y euill th oghtes,wh ereuntowe are comanded 


co refift,are moued by him,or yet come from him . for 
the fountaine thereofdoth euerie wicked man fo fynd 


within him felf that his owne confcience fhail conuict 


him that no where elles is the caufe of his iniquitic( 8 
of the feuere punifhment, which for the fame he fhalk | 


fufteine)ro be foght but onely within him felf, and 


proceding of him felf by inftigation of the deuill:inte 
whofe power he is deliuered (as was Saul and others) by 
the inf{crutable and incomprehéfible(but yet moft iuft) 


iudgemétes of God. If in you were ether modeftic or di- Fe 
{cretid, to iudge of thofe thinges y be well,& godly {po 6.7.8, 
_Ken,or yet docilitie ro be taught inthofethinges whe- 9.19 


rofvterly yedeclare your felues »ye coulde 
not thus as ina furious rage fpewe forth your venima- 
gaint gods fupreme Maiettie.for your horrible blaf- 
phemies arenotfomuch fpoken againft vs,as again 

God.As for vs,they dono more ob{cure the maniteft 
light of our doctrine,then if in your defpyte,ye fhould 
{pitt againft the bright {unne to impede the brightnes 


_ therof. for innone of our writinges be you ablero fhe- 


we any of thefe fentences,which malicioufly & without. 


fhame you layeto our charge: 


Ewsll thoghtes come from God.Ged wea fer rhe offences where f 
he 11 author, and wher vate he prowsketis iim . Ged moned and forced 
Pharas te the people. 

ThefeI fay and others your horrible blafphemies 


(which we fo deteft,chat we affirme , the firft aurhors of 
them to be worthie of moft fharp punifhment ) you be 
neuer albeto fhewe in any of our writinges . And this: 
might ferue for a fufficient anfwere to all your difpite. 
ful! raling. Burt left you fhould ftill glory in your ini- 
quitic and grofle ignorance, I will difcouer the fame 
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| 


folowing your anfwer, in the wordes of S.lames faying 


God réprech no man.if ye affirme y God nether repteth 


y obeidicéce of h 18 (eru itesysnerher yet fendeth talfe pro- 

hetes to tempt his people, his plaine {criptures willre 
your vanitic, for God tempted Abraham, he tem- 
pted his people fortie yeres in the wildernes , he tem- 
peeth alfo by fendig tals prophetes,as Moifes doth wit- 
nes. And therefor ye muftbe compelled to grant, that 
this word tempting cr to temper is diuerfly taken im the 
{(criptures: fomtimes to trye and examyn, fomtimes to 
bring to lighr and knowledge thinges that be feeret in 
mans heart,fometymes to {eke by expericuce acerten- 
tie of thinges {poké,pronounced,or attirmed, and fom- 
tyMes CO MoUcC,oF to iniguitic:& inthis 
fignification we confelle that God tempteh no man. for 
asthe mater of all Leth within man, fo ts he 

rouoked , moued, and ftirred therunto by his owne lu- 
ftes,and inftigation of the deuill onely, And thus al- 
beit we grant thatto moue cuill choghtes , 1s to tempt, 
yer wedenye cOuerfion. which is this, Ergo to rept 1s 
to moue thoghees.Bur letvs heare forther of your 
profound vanitie: allis good fay you thar commeth 
trom the lather oflight ( God grint chatin your hear- 
tes ye were afluredly fo perfuad ed) euill choghtes co- 
ine from him they be good.and fo you conclude, 
thar then was lofephes wordes fals ,and that God may 
be called the father of darknes (O execrable is your, 
blaiphemic ) beciufe frome him-come euill thoghtes 


which aredarknes. Anfwer. Ifany of vs haue fo written 
or {poké, let vs be honed co death as exccrable blafphe- 


mers. And iftharvein your blind fury do therewith 
vniiitly burden vs, Uthogh ve may elkape the han- 
des of main, yet fhall you aot elikape gods feuere and 
foden venveance. is malice thae will not futter 
voutovaderiliand howe that thele etitlles whiche men 

willing y comutt, in fo farre as they com from God are 
mit protierble and good.tor we moit comiangly aitirme 
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vie not by an vdle permillion ( for tharisathing 


an his law, he hath forbidden? Lanfwer, forthe manife- 
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that the damnation of the deuill, the induration of 
Pharao , the deceauing of Achab, and other fuch, in 
fofarre as they proceded fiom God, are his uft and 
good workes,becaufe they are the punifhment offinne, 
the excecution of his CMENLES , and a decla- 
ration of his auttice. which iuftely 1s armed agamft 
the obftinate rebellion of A ngclles,and men. but the- 
reof to conclude, ergo their thoghtes , their ma- 
lictous mvudes, their hatered and crueltie came 1m- 
mediatly from God, ts more then a blafphemie. for all 
thefe beand are found within the effenders,which God 


moit contrarious to his suftice ) but effectually as his 
wiledome belt knowerh, they Mall ferue to his glory, 
&¥ for vealitie of his chofen children.T fay ids ath ing 
molt contrarrous to gods tuftice & power, ydly to fuf- 
fer miquititieto be done, if he bad no further refpect | 
then tothe facte, as committed. for as a man can | 
not be excufed,who may ampede murtherand doth ae 
notfo can not gods 1ufti¢e be excufed by your ydle per- 
million, ifhe had no further refpect but ro thinges as 
they be done by man. And fo 1s gods 1uftice rather accu 
fed then maintemed by the tooliflines of your curious 
braynes, faying God permitteth many thinges which 
he wold not. what vanitie ys this? Is icnot a thing 
contelled among ctt All that gods power 15 omnipotent? 
whothen cacompelle him ro fufter,that which he wold 


not? And why doth hewillingly fufter 


flarion of his own clory which 1s more precious then 
the heauen and y earth, and all the creatures in y fame 
conremed. And thus doth vanitie caufe you to fear that 
gods 1uflice Mall fall intodecay , except it be vnderfete 
& vpholde w your foolifhe diftindts, betwext his will& 
his permiffion.but we feare not to affirme y he permit- 
tcth nothing which in fome refpect hewill ia ashe 
Is omnipotet &a most louing tather fo fhould he futter 
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calamitie to come nor crucltic to be ved again his 
children,except he did before fee,yea and before deter- 
myn their & his glory to arrife of the fame. A nd 
will you fay y gods glory the cofort and y preferuation 
of his Church 1s an euill work? becaufe that wicked men 
are inftrumentes , by whome gods cternal countell is 
broghtto pafle. Was the exaltatio of lofephe to honor, 
the preferuation of Egypte, and of other nations trom 
famine, yea and the feding of Iacob and his familic,an 
euill work ? becaufe that ,lofephes brethren of mali- 
ecand enuicdid fell him to che Ifmaclites ,and they 
for lucre did fell him againeto Putiphare , whofe wyte 
of malice did mofte vniuitly accufe him ,& fo being in 
prifon at length he was broght to the knowledge of Pha 
rao,and fo was promoted for his reuelation, and wife- 
dometo honor and dignitie,O fay you it isnot this 
that we do lay to your charge, but you affirme phat God 
was anther of the malice , and ofthe wicked thoghtes of Lofiphesbreth. 
gen. You do belie ys moft malicioufly, for we conftantly 
denye that God ether powred in them any malice, or 
did mouc by his holie Spirit any wicked thoght into 
them.for thofe we fay they had of nature,in fo farre as 
itis corrupted, But we fay that God vied their wicked 
thoghtes and malice to his glory,and tothe full com- 
fort of him whofedeftruction they foghe, and that he 
did not ydly permitting them, but effectually working 
by fuch inftrumentes and meanes as his wifedome ha 
before appoited.Rage now as you lift, for albeit to you 
this faing is vaine yGod worketh all chinges for his ow- 
ne glory , yet will not God haue his glory meafured by 
va braine, We glerifie Ged fay you , when we 
andge hire wortbie te be glorified, Aniwer if youvideritad that 
then oncly, and at none other time elles do mé glorify 
God, but whea they confefle him woithie of glory, you: 
are igworant’, foolifhe , and manifeft liers for your 
is no better,then if [ fhould fay: man fepeth in 
the night featou, therforno man may or can flepeat 
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‘Gsvaine and foolifhe ,he ha 


any other time. If your mafter Caftalio had confidered: 
that an argument made, a pry ad genus , 

not heaped to gether fo 
many fophifticall reafons: by thewhich you and others 
are abufed.To make this mater fome what more plaine: 


| It y glorie of God cofift inthe manifeftation of his mer- 


cic,ot his trueth,of his power, of his wifedomeand of 
his motte 1uftiudgementes,then do all creatures glori- 
fie God,whether they 1udge him worthte or ynworthic 
ofthe Lame. for Daud aftirmeth that the heauens de- 
clare the glory of C od, and yet hauethey nether iudge- 
ment nor vader{tiding ‘the heaven and the earth faicth 
Haiah are replenifhed with his And in an other 
place the bealtes of the fie Id fhiati preach my glorye the 
dragons and the birdes of eaftriehes , and Achan alfo 


was comaded to giue glory vnto God. The earth, flialbe 
compelled fareth Habacuc to knowledge the glory of 


God, Zacharic allo the Prophet faicth for his glo 
hath he fent vnto the nations which haue {poyled you. 
finally fhall not fathan and the reprobate in their if. 
condemnation giue glory ynto Ged?and do ye think 
that all chefe creatures, 1udgeGod to be worthie of glo- 
ty infuch fortas che acknowledge his power,his wile- 
dome his iuttice, & fro their hole heart fubmitte them 
feluesto his holy will:Leruft youdo not. for we knowe 
that fathan isa tpirit confirmed in malice ,and rebel-. 
Jious againft God, & yet is he e6pelled cuen in tormen- 
testo giue glory ynto God,in fo farre,as in his iuft di- 
nation he declareth gods power and 1uft iudgementes. 
And therefor I fay that you reftreine the glory of God 
within to ftreit & narrowe limiites,when y you willthae 
it fhall extend no forther,thento fucheas from their 
heart iudge God worthie of glory,¥ Ww pertcincth to his 
chofen children onely and can neuer be giué by there- 
probate . for fuch glory muft procede f6 faith,wiis not 
comone vnto all, butis the {peciall gift giué to gods e- 
lect: & yet neuettheles by other meanes God declareth 
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his glory,euen in the vellelles of his wrath, as is befos 
~ OF the example of Nabuchadnezer ye can make bur 
a particular cclufion in this for me,Nabuchadnezer af- 
ter he had felt the iuft punifhement of his pride and ar- 
rogicie,gaue glory vnto God: Ergo fome man after pu- 
nifhmec giueth glory vntoGod.[Fyou mike your cociu 
fion extend any turther,it is tals. for if vou fay thacall 
men eter puntfhiment giue glory vatoGod,w the fame 
confelfion that he gaug,miny examples may be fhowen 


tothe corrary.if you faye tharnone other giueth glory 


vnto God,except fuch as fo be punifhed:that will be pro 
ucd likewies fals. And if vou fay ¥ zods glory doth fhi- 
ne innone,except thote char acknowledge & confefle 
God to be mercitull and that is mott vaine of all, 
and thus I fay your conclition be but particulare. 

The reafons & the coclutionwwhich you make vpon 
thefe wordes of Dauid:Praife God all you natios, are fo 
foolifh,oa the one parte,and fo filchie and execrablev- 
pon the other,tharamongelt all narionsye ognt not o- 
nely to be mocked,bur alfoto be had in horror and de- 
teftarion. firft vou tay mu be praifed all na- 
frome, then gods workes be fuch as all nations may we them 
and praifetbem | anfwer,euen fo they are , and {uch amon- 
ret all natissas haue eves of their myndes 1llumina- 
ted by gods holie {piri ,do fee caus why ychey oght 
to praife gods wifedome,euen inall his workes . But 
you procede fay 1 n there ne nation which at any tyme ack- 
newledge Ged vo bern 4 for that be pumfierh ma» , for tha: whervne 
be bim did prowske bom, and {oatter the example of the 
pricttes of the Philiftines,ye afk this quettio:l/ God henld 


punthe man becaufe be hath a beard any clory redeund ‘0 od 


thereof feing be hath ginen vs beardeshis felf, And fo you {kofte 
1eit ar'vs,faying ¥ we be very religioute : becaufe we fay 
that none oghtto fpeak fo vnreuecrently of gods wor- 
kes.God4s witnes that I wire notwithoutfome grie! of 
heart, nether yer¥ Laffirme chisyehich to {peak. 
tor privic hatered,w 1 bear agamitthe perlouc ui 
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man. But in gods prefence I fay , that rather then fuch 
horrible blafphemies fhould haue bene foftered in my 
heart,deuifed in my braine,written by my pen,and pro- 
nounced by my mouth and tongue, that rather I wold 
my carcafle fhould haue futfered moft cruell and vile 
death. yea and further I lay, that better it had bene, for 
you neuer to haue bene borne, then thus blafphemou- 
fly to expofe gods great Maieftieto opprobrie id moc- 
‘kage.forlappeleto the iudgement of the heauen and 
the carth and of all creatures inthe fame conteimed, if 
cuer that Iulian the appoitate fpake more difdainfully 


of God, then here you write . But for the inftruction of 


the fimple reader,to anfwere you more reafonably , the 
your vnreuerent tkofling deferucts, I fay firtt, thatthe 
_mynde of Dauid was not to teach vs what eueri¢e nation 
and cuery particulare man amongeft the Gentiles fhall 
do,but what was the duetie of nation, cuery pco- 
pleand eucrie mantodo,when gods mercies fhould be 
offered vato them. And therfor if you conclude all na- 
uids do praife God,in fuch forte as Dauid meaneth,be- 
caufe thatthe holie Goft by his mouth commideth all 
nations to praifeGed, you make no better an argu- 
ment, then :fye fhould afirme , that euery man loueth 
God with all his heart ,wirh all his mynd,& with all his 
fireneth becaute thar God fo commandeth. This is one 
portion of your ignorance. The fecond foloweth,gods 
workes,fay you,mutt be fuch as all nations may knowe 
them and praifethem.] an{wer,if you vnderftand that al 
thar praife God vnfeinedly from their heartes mutt ha- 
uc fome knowledge of his mercics, goodnes , iuft iud- 
semctes and wodcrous workes we diflent not from you. 
Bur ifyou fay (as by your proces is , that you 
do), tharexcepr all nations perceaue and vndertand 
the very grounde of gods iultice, thar God amongeft 
them fhall haueno glory .thenas we lament your foo- 
Iifhnes , fo we detrctt Vour error. for albeit that the 
Naturall man can ncudr atreine to the knowledge 
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of thofe things which God purpofeth,yet fhal not God 
be defrauded of his glory,no not in the moft carnal and 
wretched man.Chriite Iefus was {ent into the world,and 


cameto that people which: was called his own: and his 


Bory did fo fhine tothe eves of fome,that they did ac- 
nowledge it to be the glory of the onely Sone of God. 
Burdid the princes of the pi iettesand the hole nation 
ofthe Lewes fee the fame glory , and to confefle him as 
did the clecte? Sait Paul wirnefleth the corrarieaying, 
it they had knowen, they had not crucified the king of 
glory. Paul was appointed a preacher to the Gentiles,a- 
mongeitwhome he mott faithfully and motte boldely 
did open the treafures of gods great mercics,and of the 


glory of his Sonne tefus:but did euery cirre,real- 
me,nation or Man, co whome thefe wealures were Ope- 


ned foreceaue, vnderttand and imbrace them , that tor 
the Samethey gloritied God contrarie 1s cuident. 
But was God therfore defrauded of his glory, cuen 1p v 
mideft ofa wicked generatio:God forbid.for as the eves 
of fomewere lightned, and fo did glorifie the word of 
the Lord, fo (uch as remained obftinate did ( and fhali) 
@lorifie God,in fo farre as his iuft iudgeméres wereand 
thaibe executed againtt the. If you feare no punifhemee 
rage as you lift.To your blafphemics I haue before ant- 
wered. fornone of vs doeth impute vpo God that he pu 
rifhech any man, for any thing that he prouoketh him 


todo. for iniguitie commeth not of gods provocation, 


Mmorion , nor holy Spirit ,as that before we haue decla- 
red.ad cherfor as God hath reueléd to vs a more aflured | 
Knowledge inhis holy {criprures, then the Philittians 
prieftes had,{o are we bold to athrme that which was hid 
from thé, & whichalfo you can not abide,to witt,thar al 
craatures are compelled to feructo gods glory in fuch 
forte as his wifedom hath appointetd them:and yet that 
the willes of men are nether violently moued nor en- 
forced by God to comunitte in iquitic, tothe which all 
menare redy bent of naturall corruption, Amengefk 
anany foolitheand moitedifagreing timiligudes which 
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your captaine Caftalio vfeth for probation of his pur- 
poles(for in fuch doeth ftand the chief grotid of his dt-_ 
uinitie)none ca be more foolifh, nor further repugn'g 
to that which heand you wold proue , then is this. 
1/ God punt a man: besaufé he hath a beard, any 
redound God theruaf faing he hath given vs beards him faif: Hercot 
you wil inferre,that 1f God punifhe finne which he hath 
willed or appointed tobe ,thencan he not be inft. But 
let VS examine, if your Simile doeth agree cucn inthe 
chic pomntes,in the which if it prouc any thing it mult 
_agre. tirft we knowe that the beard of was created by 
God. But who amogett ysdid yet culer atirme chat fin- 
neand iniquitie was Made or created by God ? Sinne we | 
cofelle was forfene , and ordeined inthe incompres 
henfible counfell of God, and that for che moft iuft and 
the moil righteous end and purpofe.But thatit wasma 
de or created by God , that are yenot able ro proue by 
our doctrine. Thus dacth your fimilitude halt in the 
membre.for they muftbe both alike gods creat 
res and creation,if God fhalbe bound no more to pun t~ 
fhe man,for hauing ofthe one, then for hauing ofthe 
other.moreouer the beard of mi fo {pringeth groweth, 
and abideth of a mere natural motion ,y albeit men fle- 
pe,cate,drink, do or what fo cuer actios pleaferh them, 
(not taking care or folicitude of their beard)it cometh 
neuertheles to that ftate and perfection that narure will 

Jutfer. Bur hath man finne none otherwaves then thus? 
Docth mi finne I fay,hau ine neither wil lmynd, not ap 
petite to finne?or docth nor finne procede from fo volit 
tary and corrupt morid,thatc the will, the iudgemér,the 
Vnderftanding , and appetites,yeathe hole man, and all 
h is cogitations are fubiecte to finne, and benr vpon int 
quitre atall tymes:Be itdges your felues how well do y 
partes of your fimilitudes agree. Thus with greater mo 
deftic haue Lanfwered your she your feotfing 
feurrilitiedeferueth. | 


Wh cre you athrme that albeit there be fome fe- To y 
cretes of God yuknowen to vs, yer isthe iudgement of 11-1243 
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God knowen, id made manifeft ro vs in the word, I wold 
alk of you, ifye ci by J y plaine word afligne caufes of all 
ods iudgementes fromthe beginning, and of rthofe 
1 dgements which that day fhalbe putin execution w- 
he ¥ tecretes of al heartes fhalbe reucled. And ifyoube 
| - able foto do,yethould be profitably occupied (as I thik) 
by your plaine and {imple writing , ye wold {tudieto 
| | pee nd co this controucrtic. the hist point whereof {ta 
deth inthis, that we afnrme,that caufes able co fatisfie 
the Curio {itic of mMan.ca not be alsigned | Om gods plat 

nc iptures why God permitted a great of 

us Angels to fal, ofwhome he hath med none,bue 

| Tudge- tliem to ludgement: why God did tuffer man 
fail,and yet of one male. clected fom velleles of mer 


red 
ob Cle to and Appointed others For {inne tO damna- 
CUTAN finally as betore Thaue faidswhy God deferred 


fowcam the fending of this Shak fo long ,and why alio 
ne ve gis lo long delay ed? Ifye willanfwer 
two laf, arercfolued by the feriptures, the one 
be as the Apoftle wrireth leit that the fathers fhould ha- 
ue bene made perfect without vsjand the otherthatthe 
nomover gods elect children might be fully co mple- 
tewhich we cofele to be arcafone moft firong,and 

fer all gods children: neither yet do we require | 
| any other. bur ver the curious braine will nor to be qui 
eted, bur ir wil ftill demidymay not God one Momet 

if fv it pleafe him, fulfill che nébre of his chofen chil- 

dren ,aswellasheot! did creat the heauen and 

the earth, and fhortly in rhe cf fix nacurall dayes 

lect alt in pe rfedt ordr fe ALON lider with (clues 
what you dot: tke in had, af affirme that all gods 
4 | deeméts be | (o knewen . that afutficient reafon ofc 
bigs’ ON? be afsigned th. ord . id if you lay 
thei ebe {ome th ings lecrete, ‘Then contider, [b< feche 

youth atthe holie Got hath neuer made mention of 


aby ercater fecret , then that which licth hid in gods 
mott 
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moft iuft rudgemctes, which Pauleaffirmeth to be inco-— 


prehier niible , and Dauid frieth they are depe and {o pro 
foud.hat neither can the vnde rftanding of man, nor of 
Angell reach to the bottom of the fame. 


Why ve fliould accufe vs that we fhould affirme, Toy 
phat God fhill ridge the world, not according to 


ites plainely reucled , but according tofome 
other ecret will fee neither caufe , nor reafon. for no 
mendo more con abyde by chat which 1s written 
reueled mena do lefle care, to feke for newe 
revelations or vacerten authorities .thenwedo. Oure 
conrinuall doctrine is , that God fhall abfolue from 
damnation fuch as by true faith embrafe his dear 
Sonne Chritte lefus, and {hall condemne to fire inextin- 
all infideles , and fuch as delyte in manifelt 
pretre and wickednes: and this iudgement do we beleue 
that God fhall pronounce by his Sonne Chrifte lefus to 
whom all Is giuen .And tor none other fe- 
crete will ain “thae mater do we fearch. Bur if I 
—coulde lay to fome of your charges, that which no- 
ne ofyou can be able tro deny ,to witt tharfome of 
you haue written ( betides your priuie informations) 
thar there wa doctiine more perfect then 
Sumer Paule committe( to writing , yea forcher 
that fome of vou haue called the hole leripiures ot 
Godin doubre\p and fome doaflirme char none ts able 
by the Word written to decide the Ci Antroucrites that 
this d ay be in religion. And therefor thar we miuit 
haue new | rophetes re Neve reuels ‘trons trom hea 
before char any publicke and ¢ Sener all reformatio 
thalbe made if am of you chink thar thefe t 
¢ bur imagined by ne ler vader his cwne 
name Impugne thei, rat I fhail Mhewe witneiles w- 
hich arrhis time, for die caufes I omitte. Your 
iefting at vs, your bo 1udgement and condemna- 
by. yout pr onounce 1 rgainit vs,we remittto him 
who fhartly Mall Jeclarg which cf the nwo fortcs ve 
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afjlaited Luda mare greneu/ly then 
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drowned in infidelitie,and leauing gods plaine {criptue 
res,haue folowed the vanities of their owne imagina- 


tions. Now fhortlie ro that W toloweth in thefe wordes. 


THE ADVERSARIES. 

An other preofhring you ef that which written.:. 4. God 
moued iauid ts nombre & buds which shat which 
writte i.Paral: x1. Saban Sheed ip & proweked Dawud 
teorombre the preple,J am cerren for tom mantfe/? ferip 


42 ture weld kel ef the te Ged.but hee 


ve We may (ee agreatiigist ersiad mary ether places ef theferipte 
ves, [eae CGisd ts be of ary tusk by the fe 
places we may fee that Ged ts called te be the author of the thing We 
hich nefiffered aabecaufe he ffered shy ob lines refifing of Pharas bem 
call.d tie auth iv beta fe hie tos. Bes le wine: bis 
me (vffered him curt Da Gea & called the aurher ef hu cure 
fing the patriarkes being leji rf Gd 4.6 their brether, aa bere 
being of God to novre Le pespie wy tie 
Wwherisis be Was no Moucd oF Ged phe wae be keiled V yey 
fayitoas we he bust we ds afygne any di ference bet wane 
has ves] bw [rerate perGe i Fe rimtterb mthing (fay zeus 


bit wich he will if ye j gtheat Goa perrestiets nothing, ‘wt 
As declare your mE re be phis tha’ Wear Gia 
he Wille tire abjolutly this is err Eres ufe for Ged persmsseth 
fafferat alitae Wi ke dnes ywoich Uporibeemine: ad will 
4 fay. tant God abjelatly all furl wickeanes. forbid the peeple 
Prephere: ej Ged of neceffitie ane US ligih fev yew be the ‘Pre 
phesse; Ge, thea Lhe, and be he Prephetes the them daze 
lie ands; Ged wilvs go fay Wid mer thas WE lie. for than he 
Should Wik contraries, Wich Cible, yet ane ef Us decthlie we 
hich mufi be by the perraifise and (pring G d.c by wall. wher 
foloweth, that there di ference bet the fafering aie the wilh 
Ged. be Lerd was wil ihe careles bea hen, becanfe when Ged 
was a litle angry With the Uraciites they did ther be so dejtroye 
gach. 1, Then fuffered Ges the heathen to pws) bu people mere grewsn/ly 


he wilied thems todo wherftr there mult be difference bet wene the whe 


od and bus fiffering . Obed the Prepha® reprened te Ifraclites becanft 
weld key freuld Vane 


Then ihe ifraalitves baue denne thy vy the permigfion ef Ged © 
by las Welk prodigali fonme wafted a riaiergly he 
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chat fo-was bis fers will Gould bea great ablirdstie , wherfor it 
nedes folewe iie father fvffered tha: which he wiked no: .The 

ther willed be ie laber im yes no but 
one of them did father will, fe ibe fathe the o ber Which wet 
wll. we meas a grea: wens ihe will 
the Ged. Wwebaue inthe prephecscoile TF 


the sien of Ged, bui aifa hay will.they haue (jared he) our}. 


hgh places for Baalio vywe their daughters Melek Jere,;2, 
whieh newer commaded hens, mesiher caine tt ewer my m8 
ke luda finne Here we fe that luda committed 
thar whieh was cemrarie to geds reneled Wil ford newer commanded 
the(fareih he ag ainft by fecrere will: for came my theghs 
(favehhe).The dit firme he perme [fr ef Ged by 


hy broghs phe te thm the Lord.t/i: Was the lordcg 


ete wil that ‘he Tfraelites Show d finns , and Was alje the Liraclites 
shoghtes well ta finse the Weve bathe of one Ard lord 
out wardly by the werd will:ié endl, [0 they eur Wardle did 
promife to kepegeds (aw Cr veurLipped bins wih thew lippes By thu 
ferme that bath intwa: aa ont le after 
gour spiro. Wher for be met beme cffeded am 
med to write the absmisabl ab) may be gathered your 
peifoncd be varfe the of ire king theAledes 
which hath alredie a defire ie Babile sy what meanes the 
lard firre him Up te de ans alredsers bent io dest. but by lerest- 
fering And otd cated ‘he doer thersf.And bercfor 
vitten.Let ene decea full ans ber,and 
me anorber. for neded Gad the wished te ds wie, 
kediy whiub beg ene ef Gol, deimagine mathing Lu. wtekednes- Efaj,tt, 
and maser ‘he never, ai wayes wih temp- 
ting bim with eusll theghies , prewskeng te perfourns bu wW.cked 


ANSWER. 
The more nie yedraw to the end,the lefle ye proue 

your purpole, burthe more ye viter your malicead ve- Te the 

nim . No 1uft caus fe we, why that y place of the bookes 1+*3+ 

of the kings fhall be explained by that which is written *”” 

inthe chronicles in fuch forte as you require, towit, “VS 

that nothing be left to God in that greuous offence of |” 

Dauid except an ydleand onely permifsion.fortheho- 
fa. 


lic Goft feareth not to fay ; The wrath of the Lord God 
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was Yet moued againtt Hraell, and ftirred vp Dawid a- 
chem ,rhat he faid go and nombre Hreell and lu- 


da.Here plain itis thatthe eternall God who was angric 

i again{t Hyacll did ftirre or moue Dauid to nomber 
rheim,not by anvdle permiifsion, as you lve , but by 
fiich MoOtIO,AS nothing repugnet! his ruftice. Whe- 


re ve fay ,theorher place explaineth this: for it athr- 
meth charrthedeuil fteod vp agiinit [rae], and prcuo- 
\ Ked Dauid tonombe Lanfiver as the one place 
repugneth nothing ro the orher,fo doeth it nor explat- 
ne the other in f{éle,as ve adduce. for ir repugneth 
not to fay,that God, man, ad the deuil work in pine fact 
& actid,as in the hiftories of lob, AchabSemeijand Pha 
rao is manifeit. God for juft canes giueth his comman 
dement and power to farhan (as to his intrumer) be he 
neuer {0 wicked,to do what in his eternal couiel,was be- 
fore decreed .Sathan of a wicked and rebellious mynd 
chooteth fuch inftrumentes , and vteth fuch meancs as. 
God likwies hath appointed, Men in al wicked actions, 
4 | of their fre and voluntarie.motion, do folowthet cor- 
rupt, and wicked affections in declan: Ing the in pride, Va- 
nitie, malice, or cruelrrewhich wicked aHheciions in fo 
farre as they are wicked, we confefle that God will nor: 
for he can will no iniquitie. but vet that his eternal, & 
almightie power fhall be 1idged fo vdle, that it doeth 
nothing fuch actions but onely fuer, we cin nor ad- 


k | mitte for fuch reafons as we haue before alledged, wher 
ae that we did examine the difteréce betwe xt ods wil, and 
his permifsion, 

To Youretein vour old nature (and iuftly I migh t fav 
the 4. the nature of ‘the deuill) moft mal: cioutly aftr ming VS, 
co fav that what [0 ener Gos he wille'b it abjelutehy,and 
| thas abfolyrely he wrlle:h all wickdames, Which fay Ing asye be 
neuer able to proue vpon vs,{o do we coteflevit not one- 


ly erroncous,but alfo to blaiphemous, tharwhofoeuecr 
dare pronounce or aflirme the fame, deferueth death. 


for we moft conftantly in word and WrItINg atiirme, 
| chat 
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wr GODS PKREUES 
abfolutely God willeth no iniquitie. forall his WOFKES 

in fo far asthey procede frome his wifedom: <d infinite 
goodies are holieand iuftjand therfor do we make God 
author ofno finne, which onely procedeth fromethe 
fountaines that be corrupted,thar is,fromthedeuil and 


frome man, 2s in diuers places,moit cuidently we haue 


declared. 

Becaufeldo perceave that greatly ye delyre in yeur 
prignat wittes (Iwill not fay foolifh vaaitie) I will r¢ci- 
cite vour hole wordes by the which ve wold teme to pro 


uc contrarietie in God,except that we wold grante a dite 


ference betwext gods will aad his pernifsion fay 
faicth the author of vour book to vs. hat ye are the Prophe- 
tesof ‘he deuill which teach fich fill bee devine and be he “Pre 
phetes ofGed. New of mece ome of ustieth for if ye be the Prephe es 
of Ged Lise. And ifye be the Prephetes of the deuil else. And t{Gad 
wil fay he tructh he wll met that we le, for Lenhe “odd will 
tive cemiraries ante of vs be, which muff be by per 
and fuffer'"¢ Ged and ma. by will Wwheresf it Dleweh wat 
there ud ffcrence bes wet the ffering and the wiil af God. 
Ttappereth inthis defcriprion of perfons in w- 
hich ye oppolevour felues to vs , ve wold more declare 
what is your iudgement and opinion of ys, and what ye 
wold thar we fhould be eftemed of others, rhentharye 
greatly do trauale to proue anv contrarieti¢ in gods wil 
by the fame. for his erernall wifedom feeth the meanhes 
‘ howthat his commandement,aud his will are not con- 
trariousthe oneto the other:albeit thar he command 


one thing,and vet for caufes, will wicked mentodo- 


the contrary.which kinde of cotrarietie, and repugnan- 
cedoeth fo blind your eves ,thar you can not fe how 
God ¢i comand all men to {peak rruech,and yet for iutt 
caufes before fene and determined in his countell, char. 
hewil deuthad his flaues to delite in lies, Albeit I fay 
thar the apperance of this contrarsetie blinde you, Vet 
will nor gods trueth ccafe to be trueth , neither 
wall the libertie of his erernall Godhead .be broghe 


anf wer. 


we 


feerete count{els to Ckamination, and triall, ye 
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into bondage to your corrupt is comman- 


dement,and his will, do nether debate,nether fight bet- 
wext them {clues ; butdo agree in allthinges, cuen as 
do his mercie his 1uftice , Pic wifedom, and his power, 
albeit oftener it is, that his iuftice doth punifh fuch , as 
vpon whom he hath determined ro haue mercie . Even 
fo he commandeth men to obcye his commandemen- 
tes, whom he not onely forefaw,to be difobed iet,but for 
moft iuft canfeswilleth his glory to appere cuen in 
their vnrighteoufies, & lies. And this he doth withoue 
all contrarietie in his godly will,to the full knowledge 
wherof albeit ye can not atteine, yet more profitable it 
were for you to be ignorant of fuch thinges, as God re- 
feructh to be reveled inthe time appointed in his eter- 
nall counfell.then thus without all reuerence,and feare 
cotrouble your foolifh braines , in deuifing fuch ab{ur- 
cities, as may femcto oppugne gods eternall veritic. 
which inthe ende wil triumphe to your deftruction, 
fhame, and confufion, if obftinatly you procede as you 
haue begonne.For albeit that he loueth trueth,and ha- 
reth lies, and albeit that he commandeth man to {peak 
the trueth, and forbiddeth man to beare fals witnes, vet 
fearcth he notto giue acommandement tw that wicked 
{pirite,to go forth & to bea lieng {piritee, in the mou- 
thes of all Achabes fals prophetes. Yea forther he 
him power toworke thar in the fals prophetes ,w ich 
he forbiddeth all mento do.For he commandeth that 


no man fhall deceauean oth er,and yet giueth he power 
tothedeuillto be a lieng fpiritte inthe mouthes of | 


the fals prophetes , and to them he giueth power to de- 
ceaue Achab. It ye lift to lay contrariticto the charge 
of God , prepare your winges ,and with N abuchadne- 
zer of Babylon, faye,wewill pafle vp to the heauens,and 
fall eftablifh our feates abouethe fterres of God , we 


fhall pafle vp the of the clowdes, and we fhull 


eft,vea if thus ye will call his 
mult be 


be liketo rhe moft hig 


| 
‘ 
$ 
bl 
» 
> 
i 
rid {ft 
i 
“8 


oO 


we 


OF GODS PREDEST. 


iudges and fuperiors to him. Thus iuftly I might illude 


id {koffe yo realos, as vanities moft vnworthie to be an- 
{wered.Buc yet hauig re{pecte to the fimple,I wil gather 
your argument , anc forme it as ftrongly as your {elues 
can, and I will anfwere fo much of the fame, as ye think 
vnable to be anfwered ,your argument is this. 


God cannot will contraries but to Sheake the the trewth, ad tole 1 44- 


ave contranies, Therfor he can not will them beh. But he permirreth men 


te lie, and walleth them to fpeake the trueth. There & the rfor a d:flerence 


ber wene the will,and the permiffion. 


God can not will two cotraries, True it is in him fel — 


fe,in one refpecte,and tor one purpote,he who 1s author 
of cocord,can not will contrarietie:but in confideration 
of his crearures,tor diuers refpectes,and fundrie purpo- 
fes,thiges be not cotrarics,the one to y other, which to 
our iudgementes,haue apperance of contrariectic.If you 
be fo wel fene 1n your artes, as fome of you pretéd ye ca 
not but vnderiiand th is anfwere to be fufheret,to diflol- 
ue what fo euer ve haue vnreuerently collected.But yer 
to make ir more {cfible to the fimple,I fay y in this pro 
potition,God can not wil two contrarics,and in the con- 
clufion which vou make vpon the fame, you oght to ha 
ue made adiflinction betwene thofe thinges w God fim 
ply(oras ye {pake before, abfolutely) will, and beewene 
thole thinges » Which he wall for a certein end and pur- 
pofeywhich docth not appere inthe external acti6s.For 
ecrten thinges there be (as inan other place I haue en- 
treated which God will,euen for them {elues,fuch as be 
mercie, 1uitice, cemperance chaftitie, and all other ver- 
tues,which he wi), haueto flynein his cle and pleafe 
him in Chrift Iefus his Sonne. And yet neuertheles he 
aliewill life,blindnes,& 
induration to be in others, as iuft punifhmetes of their. 


finnes,and caufes of their condénarion . The laft (I fay). 


will Godto be inthe reprobate, not for the wicked 

&tes fake, which do cuer difpleafe his Mateftiec , bur for 

fuch endes as his wifedom hath appointed »Letthis be 
7 


gumente 


q 

all 

a 
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explained by examples,fome natural,and fome ta ké frd 
gods {criptures. There is no ma (except he be of a 


cruel nature ) that contidering the incomod ities of war- 
re, and of battell, doeth will it, for the felfe. And yeta 
godly prince perfewed by externall enneniies,docth not 


onely will his foldiours to fight , and ro mainteine the 


warre,bur alfo he prouoketh,he encouragetijand exhor 
teth his fubiectes to the fame. And why is Te becaulcy 
warre or battell pleateth him ta the felt, or for the telf? 


No,but becaufe without fuch trauaill , fuch danger, and - 


hafard,his fubiectes can not Iyue in quictnes,and the e- 
ftate of his commo wealth can not be preterued, The fa 
me may I fay of god! le magiltrates punishing murthe- 
rers,adulterers,and laiphemers wdeathand yer nether 
willing thedeath of any ma, neither yer delitmg in the 
fheding of their blvod. In thefe fimuilitudes [ giat fom- 
what to be vnlike: for gods power is not fuviect to fuch 
incomodities vnwillingly,as be the powers of men.But 
yet thefe fimilitudes futtice to explaine the chtet purpo 
few is y man may will two contraries, for divers retpe- 
&tes,without any contraricti¢e in him felf.F or 
watre are cotraries,to kill, & ro faue rhe life, are kewi- 
fe cotraries,and vet one man,cuen at one time may will 
both the one,and the other,for dtuers relpectes, andQi- 
ucrs endes.He may will peace, for the cotorrable quiet- 
nes,and feliciric yth croft ipringeth , and atthe fame in- 
without all corrartetie:in him felffhe may wi! warre, 
to withftad the furie of the ennemic,y wold oppreie his 
fubiectes. And may not thefe thinges,W we perceaue to 
be in creatures,be in God in greater perfectid ogh 
we perceauc not the caufes? Let vs trie the antwere,both 


_ by the examples of gods feruites, and laft by rhe exiple 
- of God him felf.Lor, no doubte did agree with gods wil 


in that he loued chattitie, fobricti¢ and temperace, and 
hated filthie life riorous chere,and exccile.For the holy 
Gott beareth him this record.that he was pure,and clea- 
ne both in eares,and eyes. But what will had he when he 


did 


on 
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did offer his two daughters to be defloured , and abufled 
by chofe vilanous perfons? was 1t cotrarie to his formar 


~ wilkDid he now beginne to delyte in that exccrable fil- | 


chines ? afiured Iain hedid not. Bur being opprefled 
with the pretentnecelsitie,rereining the fame loue,wil, 
and minde co chaftitie, ind honeft conuerfation , foghr 
y next remedie thatto him appered able to haue ftared 
the rage ofthat furious multitude(vpon God I grat fal- 
no fuch necefsitie).But let the chicf feope be obfer 
ued,ind we fhall vnderitand(rhat tor diuers refpe tes) to 
willtwo thinges ,wherof the one, is contraric to the o- 
rhersisnerto willcontrarictie. But let vs come to God 
him felt.God willeth mercy,iuttice, & all other verrues 
as before we haue faid,and thefe, he will acall cimes,and 
beforealltimes. Butis ie not pofsibletherfor, that he 
can will crueltie opprefsion , blood fheding , murther, 
and death ? Whothen fent Nabuchadneder ,to deftroy 
not onely the Iewes.but alfo the Moabites,and other na- 
tions: Who pronounced this fentence:Curfed be he that 
doeth rhe Lordes worke negligently »and hethar with- 
draweth his {werd trom blood: Who did create the {m1- 


theswith their hammers to break downe the hornes w- zaey, 


hich had difperfed Hrael? And finally,who gaue his ow- 
nefonneto the cruell death 2 Who hath fubiected the 
deare {poufe of Chrifte Iefus to afflictions , and tempo- 
rall calamities ' Dare you denice, bute that it was and is, 
the cternall God . by whofe good willall thefe thinges 
were appointed: and decreed, or were any of the 
agaift his almightie will?I think you wil not fo 
Forthe feripture witmeffeth , that God gaue 
to the world,cué of determined purpofe, thath 
dye, orels who could haue compelled his Maiefti 


runto, if his will had bene repugnant ? Peter aff 


ding this comforvable fentéce: By them(y is by the per- 


fecuters is ¥ name of God blafphemed,but by you it is 1.Peat, 


glorified , And therfor , let fuch faith he, as be afflicted 
| be the 
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y will of God,lay doune thei foules in well doig, as , 


in the handes of a kepet.Paul wimedferh tho 
fewhom God harh elected in Chritte Iefu . he harh alfo 
predeftinate,and before appointed , to be I: ke fafhioned 
to the imag: of his owne Sonne, Of which teitimonies, 
jt as plaine thar the grevous deltruction,the aboundan- 
ec of the bloodihed amog divers nariés,the cruelldeath 
of Chriit Iefus , and the moft fearetull afaictions of his 
dearely beioued Church, did procede from gods wiliin 


fo much as he did not onely tufter them, buralio, 
moft iuft caufes,re{pectes.and endes,which often betore 


I haue recited , he did will and appoint them: and ver in 
God was there no contrarietie.For in the deitruction of 
Terufalem,id of others,he had not refpect fimp!y to the 
tuine,and vaitat:6 of rhofe places, bur to his ndze- 


_ Mentes , which were prouoked to take vengeance vpou 


to blafpheme,ad moit to accufe other:he will 


the multitude of their finres which log he had fuffered. 
When our Maifter Chrute Iefus did {uttre., he had no 
delite in the cruelrie of thofe enraged dogges , who 


did crucifie him, which as he hared,fo after he did mot. 


{euerely pun:fh: but his pleafure id del ite was inthere 
déption of man, which by none other facrince could ha 
uc bene — - And this day,and from the beginning 
he hath had no pleature in the blood which 1s fhed.ne:- 
ther in theryranie which is vied againit his timple.and 


{mal dock,but becaufe he wil hawe rhe members [ike 


head hedoeth a ftrage worke , that he may do his owne 
worke,that is. he trieth ad purgeth by fyre our faith fro 
all droffe,and corruption of earthlie affections . Burin 
none of ali cheleischereany contrarietie, neither in 
God, neither in his willneither in his counfel! . forall 
thinges be difpoied in fuch ordre, fuch confent and iv 
conucniently, that his glorie, and the re cotort 


of his electe,doth hnally,and afluredly folowe. And 


foit'as in the apperantr contrarietic betwene vou.and vs, 
God,no doubr,wall the one of vs to afSrme lies.to raile 


the 
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other to fufteine ¥ caufe of the erueth paciétly, to bea 


opprobrious wordes,and {cliderous reportes,referrig 


judgement vnro him , who righteoufly, and in equitie 
fhall rudge Is chere therefor any edtrarictie in gods wil? 
none atal.For the diuers refpectes,tnd endes being con 
fidered,the fame confent fhall now be found in this ape 
pefant contrarieti¢,which hath remained fr6 the encrea 


te of gods Church. For in allages hath God willed his 


true Prophetes with all boldnes,ind cditanete, ro fuitei- 
ne the caute of his imple veririe, how odious that ever 
it Vato the world.And in cheir cOtrarie,he hath rai- 
fed fals prophetes to whom he hath given the efficacie 
of errors for contrarie purpofes I grant)ro witt thae his 
people may be tried his faithfull feruantes exercifed, 
and humbled , and finally char fuch as delyte not in ve- 
Titieymay be giuen ouerto beleue lies. Goto now and 
proue contrarietics. 

In the worded of Zacharie you fhew vour ignerice, 
& in colleQing the minde of Odad, vou plain ely decla- 


Mminde c n 


thine I] firft thew by reciting the plaine wordes, and 


t 
rina Prophet otthe Lord s(faith the hiftorie) wholena 


3§7 


To 


6. 


me was Oded and he wert oure betore the hofte that ca- 


metoSamaria,and taid yntorhem : Behol! becaus che 
Lorde God of your fathers ts wroth wich Iuda, he hath 
deliwered them mro your hides ,and ye haue flaine the 
Inarage tharreacheth vp co heauen.And now ye purpo 


fe to kepevnder the children of Iudah and Ierufaiem,as 


teruants and hid maides vnto you: But are not you fuch. 
that finnes are W vou before ¥ Lord vour God: Thefe be 


his wordes in that mater,by the which ifyou be able ro 
provethat che liraclires did more,then God 1n his eter 


nallcountel! had appointed they fhould do againft lu 


dajand Jercialam,we will parently heare your probate, 


and reaions .Ifyou fay the Prophete reproued them of 


y 
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ys AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
theircrueltic , therfor they did more then God wold: 
doth not folow, forthe ia will of God muft not be 
meafured,by the crueltie of their facte, but by his owne 
t : word, which doeth aflirme, that God gave ouer Iudah 
iT into,the handes of the king of Syria , & into the handes 
3 of the king of Iftael!, who did ttrike them with a great 
flaughter ,and that for the finnes,and abominable ido- 
lacric, which they, & Achas their king, had committed. 
We heare, and fee affirmed by che holy Gott, that God 
raue them ouer into the handes of their ennemies , w- 
Rich thing he did willingly , and not by permifsion as 
you writte. Nowto the place of Zachayiah in woich I 
thew grofle, and wicked ignorance . For if your, 
interpretation fhoulde be receaued , thé of necefsitic it 
fhould folow,¥ in God their lacked power to 1mpede,ad 
ftaye the furie of thofe crucll mé, who in their victorie 
did fo infolétly rage. For if God wold onely haac had y 
lewes gently corrected , & not to haue bene fo feu erclyy 
and rigoroufly deftroyed:and yet, y againtft al maner,& 
forte of his wil,they were fo cruelly entreated,it can not 
be denied, but y the crucltic,and rage of the Baby lontis” 
was greater,then God coulde impede or ftayc, how 
phemous,and fals this is,the godlie doeth vnderflad.O 
(fay you )but fo do the wordes of the text foud,for 
Bt lay:lam angricagainft the careles heathe.Vor 
was burt a litle angrie againfi Sion but they haue helped 
forwarde the Lanfwer if ye were not more Ma 
licious then ignorant, ye might ealily perceauc,y thofe 
( wordes were {poké,not to proue y any thing was done a- 
gainitt Ifrael,and Iudah,W God had not appoited ad com 
manded,butto infru tthe Prophetey the will,and cou- 
fell of God , in punifhing of his people,was farre other, 
then wasthe wil. &counfellofrhofe y did deftroy them: 
and vy thew lag bondage fhould haue an other end then 
ether they thé {elues,or their ennemies did ynderitad. 
Thar nothig was done againft y people ,w the Lord had 
Not appointed yea and commanded,the fame Prophete 
docth my wordes ftacures( he 
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neth the threatnings,& punifhmentes )w I haue cOman- 
ded my feruates the Prophetes,haue they not,apprehen 
_ded yo fathers: in fo much that they haue couerted,and 
faid:kuen as the Lord of Hoftes hath determined,& ap- 
pointed to do vnto vs,accordig to 6 wayes,and accordig 
to d imaginatios,fo hath he donne to vs. Except you 
wi!l belie the holy Goft,you mutt cote fle,y God had cé- 
maded,God had appointed , & determined fo to punifh 
his people. Yea Amos the Prophete feareth not to fay: 
Shall there be curll ina citie(thatis any punifhment or 
plague).d the Lord hath not done it? Why is he thé of-: 
tended(fay you )agatnft the proud,and careleile heathe? 
. Becaule they neither had refpect to gods will, 
countell,nor comandement, bit to their own priuat 
moditie,ad to the farisfying of tliew cruel appetites.For 
they did not deftroye lerufalé,willing,or minding to pu 
mith the offéfes of the people comitted agaift God:Nei-. 
ther yet did they carie thé to Babylon of purpote y God 
might be gloritied in their deliuerace.No,they had de- 
— termined the plaine contrary. To wit, y lerufalé fhould 
remaine defolate for euer: That ludah fhould be y inhe 
ritance of {trange nations,ad fo fhould gods promife be 
fals,id vaine.And in very dede the bewes them felues,in 
the extremutie of their trouble,yea., and when the téple 
bega to be reedified , were not free from thefe téeptatios, 
_and therfore doeth God aflure his Prophetes,V his loue 
wis great rowardes $10: That he wold deftroy,that natio, 
W intended their deftruction: that he wold deliuer his 
— people: thar the warfare of Ierufalé was atan end, y het. 
miquitie was remitted:that fhe had receiued double pu- Ja. 
nifliment for all her finnes , from the hand of the Lord, 
and therfore he wold take rhe dolourous cuppe of an- 
guifii,ad forow out of her had,and wold giue it into the 
handes of rhofe.that did trouble het.By which(and ma- 
ny mo proniifes, and threaminges,God doeth not mea- 
ne that any thing was done in lerufalem which he had 
trot appointed . Bur by the one he did — com- 


i 


AGAINST THE ADVERS. 


fort the troubled heartes of his afflicted people: and by 
the other,he did fhew the caufe,why he wold punifhtho _ 
fe cruell murtherers, whofe feruice before he did vfe in 


47, punifhing his people.And this docth God moft plaine- 


Bie. 


y witnes in thefe wordes:I was wrath(faith ¥ Lord) with 
my people,I haue polluted myn inheritance,and giuen 
them intothy hand ( hefpeaketh vnto Babylon) thou 
dideft fhewe n¢ no mercie, but dideft lay thy very hea- 


ie vpon the anciét:and thou faidett,I fhalbea 


die for euer , fo thou dideft not fer thy mynd to thefe 


31, 


thinges neither dideft thou remebre the latter end the- 
reof Therfor now heare thou that art to pleafures 
and dwelleft careles,She faith in her heart Iam ad none. 
els:1 fhall not fitt as awiddowneither fhall know the lof 
fe of children . Hereof1 fay it 1s plaine,y the punisfhmét 
of gods people(as before I haue proued) is his owne ap- 

intement,and will. But becaute the punifhers loketo > 
another end,therfor are they criminall before gods 1u- 
ftice.In adducing both thefe exiples,that is, of Ifrael pu 
nifhing of the Babylonians deftroy ing Icrufa- 
Jé,1 finde you in another moft grofle error , betides this 


-wIhaue confuted.For you feme to affirme, that ify 


raelites, and Babylonias had kept a meafure,id had not 
exceded the boundes,w God had appointed,and coman- 
ded,they had not finned.For(fay you )hewilled the one, 
but permitted the other. The in fo farre as they did his. 
will they finned not, butin fo far as they exceded his 


~wil,and did more W he wold nor, but onely did fuftre ir, 


thev finned. This is your profound diuinitie, id godlie 
med itatids of God,of his iuftice, iudgemétes,id workes 
incomprchentible to mas reafon.Are you able to prove 
that Nabuchadnezer came to Lerufalé, or thartheria he 
{pilt.or his captaines, and cruell fouldioures.one drop- 
pe of blood which God(in his eternal] coifell) had nor 
appointed,and willed. The teitimonies of all Prophetes 
rebuke your vanitie.Ezechiel faith: Thus faith the Lor 
de. Beholde come againft thee and will draw my {werd 
oute of his cut of fromethee both thei git 
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teous , and the wicked . Seing then y I will cut of frome 
y bothe y righteous and wicked,therfor fhall my fwerd 
go oute of his fheath againft all flefhe from the South 
(meaning throwall the lid)to y north,that al flefh may 
know,that I the Lorde haue drawé my {werd oute of his 
fheath,and it fhall not return any more. Mark and confi 
der how God attributeth all co him felf, as after yet the | 
Prophet more plainely {peaketh fayig: And he hath gi 
uen it to be fourbifhed that he may handle it: this {wer 
deis tharp, fourbifhed he may giue it into y hid 
of the {layer &c. And I wil powre oute myne indignatio 
vpo rhein the fyre of my wrath , and deliuer yintothe 

hand of beaftly mé,and fkilful co deftroy. Thou fhilt be 
in y fyreto be deuoured thy blood fhalbe in ¥ middes 
of the lid, ad thou fhalt be no more remébred, for I the 
Lorde haue {poké ir If thefe be the wordes of him O- 
nely and willeth notthinges to bedone, let y 
indifferent reader iudge.Why they did finne notwithita 
ding y God in his coufell had willed,and appointed this 
feucre punifhment againft his people haue beforede- 
clared.To witte, becaufe ¥ veither knewthey gods will, 
coufell,nor comandement,neither yet had they any ref= 
pect to obey God, or ro fulfill his will. That Nabuchad - 
nezar was ignorat of gods will, ad coafell, is euidét dy 
W18 writté in y {ame Prophet, in ¥ place aboue expre!- 
fed.For after he was come forth of his coitrie,id wis W 
his armye farre proceded in his iourney , he was vncer- 
ten whether he fhould go againft Rabbath , 7 ftrog Ci- 
ue of ¥ fonnes of Ammon,or agaimit Ierufalé,and fo 
the mater to his forcerers, id diuines(¥ lottes 
being exttyhe raketh his i ourneye,agaift [udajod 
le Wherof it is plaine heneither knew, nor vnderito- 
de by motid of gods holy {pirite,his holy wil,ceither 
Ver comandemér.A nd naire eng the Citie, and puni 
fhing the people,who will fay y he ot his feruices hared 
and abominations W y 
W he, and his holerealmes were replenifhed ? And y f2- 
of Mraelitgs,who did not onely tin ne, be- 
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caufe they exceded meafure in punifhing Iuda, but bes 
caufey againit gods law,& expreile comaindement,they 
made vniuit warre again{t their brethern . They nether 
loked ,neither yet oght they to haue loked ro gods 
fecrete coufell,but to his plaine law,w comanded thé to 
Jouetheir brethern , nottc murther, norto {poile, not 
to couct &c.Again{t the w .becaufe they did offend, eué 
in y firft motio,&purpofe of their warre in gods prefen- _ 
ce they were murtherers , theues oppreflours , & coue- 

tous perfons, before y ever they fet their focte forth of 
their houfes.And fo euen y w he in his eternal] counfel 
willed thé to do,did no les difpleafe hi,as touchig their 
wicked mindes,thé did v-¥ you afirme he {uffered. For 
euecry tranigrefsion ars law, is before his iuftice odi- 
ous,and fintull , If this con not correct your 1udgement, 


yet lam affured y it fhali declare your vanitie, who dare 


coclude V if the Ifraelites,&Babyloniis had kept meafu- 
re in punifhig Iudah,y thé they had not finned . Bur the 
contrarie afhirme and fay,¥ the firt thoght,and purpo- 
{fe mouig thé to make warre,was finne before God. Tou- 
ching ¥ permilsion of the father rowardes his prodigal 
fonne,& touchig ¥ fonne,w promifed ro go,ad to labor 


his fathers vineyarde,& wét not,] haue before anfwe- 


ted,¥ fimilitudes oght not further to be ftretched, they 
minde of the holie Goft is to reach inthe fame.And in 
thefe places ir is euidét,y Chriftereacheth not,howGod 
is cOpelled to {utter many thinges W hewil nor , nether 


yetwas it his mide in thofe fimilitudes,to teach vs what 


differéce there is betwene gods wil,& his permifsio,but 


iny one he teacheth,y in God there is mereze towardes 
the finner,yea & towardes fuch a finner,as vnthackfully, 


and inobediétly hath departed from God, and y tlerebe 
fome proude childré,who by reafo of their cérinvice 1m 
their fathers houfe , become difdaneful ¥ others fhoul- | 
de be copared ynto them. And therfor they 


grudge,they murmurre,ad they enuie the liberalitie of |. 


their father & his mercy fhewed to the fonne , y before 
appered Ic ft. Towhom this might be applied , betides 
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the Iewes,and the Gentiles,ye are not ignorant. Theo- 
ther fimilitude doth teach vs , that many in mouth fay 
Lord, Lord, I go,I go, whofe heart did neuer fele what is 
the reuerence,and true obedience dueto gods Maieftic. 


We cofeile no les then Ieremie doth write : for we fay, Te the 
thar God nether comanded fuch abhominations,as his 7.8.9 


veople comitted,nether yet y cuerthey did enter into 
bis heart, that 1s they did neuer delyte, nor pleafe him 
net!.er vet did he ever will them forthe actions them 
felues.But when you fhalbe able to proue that it did not 
apperteine to his iuft iudgementes to punifhe thofe 
idolacers with fuch blindnes, that they became more 
cruel then brute beattes : then fhall ebe more ableto 
proue.that in no wile did God will hes cruelrie. God 
willed not thofe abhominations forthe murther com- 
muicted aud blood rhat was fhedde, for that he hatred : & 
did punifb:But hewilled y ateftimonie fhould be left to 
the world in whar blindnes man falleth, when he decli- - 
neth from God,and from his true honor,of which fear- 
fullexample,you,and your fect totake hede. 


he Lraelites in killing their childré,no doubre did Irenia 


cUen agre with gods willand were of ome mynde with 
his suft iudgementes , as you declare your felues to be, 
in {pewing corth thete horrible blaf{phemics, agaift his 
jupreme Maieftie. For as they leauing the plaine will 
of God,declared in his lawconcerning their oblations, 
and making of facrifice,in a blinde zeale to honor God 
as they pretended with facrisices more precious,and ac- 
ceptable, (becaufetheir children torhem were more 
dcare thé oxen,or bullockes) as they, [fay info doing 
leave to vs a fearefull example of gods iudgementes.So 


do you by thefe your horrible blafphemies , w in furte 
ileiting,& txoffiag ve vomirjfurth againft God,his eter- 
 nallerueth , & agaioft, che qrue profeflors of the fame, 
and thus firre] cofetle was gods moft iuft will fulfilled 


in thé,as it is (& here after fhalbe) fulfilled in you. 


That becaufe they in y van itie of their imaginatios,d¢ 
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clined frd gods will reucled,God of his iuftice wolde ma 
ke thé {pectacles to all ages folowin g,what were hisiiud- 


gementres(as | haue faid )againft idoiaters.Eué fo ye nei 


—nallGo 


ther content y God fhal vfe his creatures,as beft feructh 
for h is Glory nether yet rhage any iuftice be in his eter- 

head to the which your reafon can not atteine, 
are giuen ouer = gods will into reprobate myndes, 
thus horribly to blafpheme his Maieitie : to admonifh 
the generation prefent ,and to come, that with greater 
fobrietie,more feare,and reueréce they {peake, ad thin- | 
ke of thofe myftcries, that be incoprehentiblevnto mi. | 

I haue before declared that no man leauing the will 


of God reveled in his worde,doth ether obey him, cther 


m.9 


Te she 


But why that God forbiddet 


yet pleafe him, and fo can he never be of one mynd W 
God thar committeth th forbiden by his word. 
iniquitie to all(which al- 
fo in all men he hateth ) and yet that betwext his vef- 
{els of mercie, and the vellelg of wrath he maketh fuch 
ditference, that tothe one he giueth medicine and pur 
gation againft the natural venom , fo etfectually he 
it worketh their faluation in the ende : and to the other | 
he denicth that grace,he will not make you, nor any of f 
your faction, further of counfell,then he bath expreiled 
in thefe wordes:He hath mercie on whom he will haue 


~mecie,and whom he will,him he maketh herd hearted. 


Thar fathan hath fo enraged you rhat vpon that do- 
érine which the holy Goft moft evidently doth teach, 
ye dare gather this abhominable abfurditie , that God 
and whicked idolaters are both of one mynde,that they 
both inwardly and owtwardly do obey him, ve haue 
iuft caufe not onely to be afhamed , but alfo to quake, 
tremble, and feare, for that horrible blindnes wherinto 
you are fallen, and for thofe iuft végeances, which your 


pride doth craue of gods iuftice.. Iuft art thou Lord 


To gre 


9.1.45 


inallehy workes. To your queftion , afking by what 
meanes fhould theLord ftirre vp the mynde of the king 


of the Medes to deftroy Babylon,who had before ade- 
| | 
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fyre ready bent todothe fame, but by fuffering , and 
permicting him. To this queition (I fay) doth Marthe 
Prophet aniwer faying: Thus faith the Lord vnto Cy- 
rvs his anointed , whofe right hand I haue holden, 


to tubdve nations before him: therefor will I wea- 


ken theloynes of kings,and open the doores before 


him, & the tha'l notbe fhut. I will go before thee 


and makerhe cooked ht, Twill breake the brafen 
doores.ond bur? y vrone barres.And I will giue y trea- 
furcs of darknes,and the thinges hidde in {cerete places 
&c.lftheredbe in you ether modeftie or aptnes to learn, 
this 1s fufficientto inftruct you, how God rayled vp his 
{pirice, which before was tedy bent to deftroy Babylon, 
towitte, in giuing vnto him fo prof{perous fucces, thar 
no impedimet was able to refift , or withftid him.which 
thing God did not by an ydle permiflion,or fufferance 
as ye imagine, but by his power which did effectually 
worke in all that his iourney, as the Prophet here, & 1n 
many other places doth witnes. Which thing doth Cy- 
rus him felte alfo confefle, in thefewordes. The Lord 
God of heauen,hath giué me all the kingdomes of the 
earth,& he hath commanded meto build him an hou- 


fein lerufalemwhich is in ludah. And the holyGoft at- 


frmeth,that y Lord did ftirrevp {pirit of Cyrus king 
of Perfiato caufe this prc¢lamation to be made. Dare 
you fay that to give all che kindémes of ¥ earth ro one 
man,isnothing els burro fuftre him to ryue, and pof- 
fes them at his appetites? Daniel affirmeth the cotrary 
faying : Thename of God be praifed for euer and cuer: 
for wifedome and ftrength are his. And he changeth 
the rymes and feafons:he taketh away kings:he fetteth 
vp kinges:he giueth wifedome to the wife , and vnder- 


ftanding to thofe thar vnderftand &c.And Dauid alfo 


faith he that raifeth the nedie oure of the and Inf- 
teth vp y poore out of thedung, that he may fette him 
with the princes, cuen with the princes of his people. 
And therefore , becaufe the holy Goft giueth to gods 


; 
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Lfa.45 


Ther. 


working power,that which you mott wie 
edly attribute to his permiffion , or ydle futfcrance, | 
feare not to fay,that as God ftirred vpCyrus {pirite ete. 
Cualy mouing itto giue lhertic.and commandement 
to his people to returne to Tern{xiem.and to reftore the 


temple, fo did he alfo ftirre vp his {pirit in enterprifin 


his firft iourney againft Babylon, in taking fro himal 
feare indewing him with an heroreail, and bold Ipirite, 
elfe faith : 1 girded the thogh thou hat 


(as God him 
not knowen me) and giuing to him fo fortunate fucces, 
that all was fubiecteto his empire. And therefor albeit, 
tennethoufand times ye will atke: wedeth God te mout 
tite wicked te de wickedly, which , being giuen ener of God ,magineth 
worhing but wr kednes, his mafier the dewill feperh newer 2 ct will 
lan{were, that as todeftroye Babylon, in fo farre as it 
was gods worke,it was no wicked dede,but his moft ut 
mid gement .So albeit Cyrus had neuer bene fo much 
enraged againft Chaldca,ether by his owne pride, ether 
yet by fathan,that nether of both could haue broghta- 
ny th ing to pale, except that the Lord had decreed to 


_perfourme his worke in Babylon ,ashe him felfe did 


threaten, faying Behold, come vnto the d thou de- 
Rroying mountaine, faith the Lord , which deftroyet 
allthe earth ,Twillftrerche oute myn hand vpon thee 
and rollethe downe from the rockes,and will make 
the a burnt mounrgine. They fhall not take of thea 
ftone for a corner,nora itone for fundations , but thow 
fhalt bedettroyed for cuer, faith the Lord &¢,. If you 
fee nothing, in thefeand other fuch threateninges 
God, but a permiflion onely,I can not ceafe to fay that 
ou are morethen blinde. Burnow to that which folo 
weth in thefewordes, | 
AUVERSARIE. 


Te which alledge of the Prophet : harden the heartesel 


this people Gre. for the better underflanding of thar place , we muf 


43. {e- mete that which is written m the chapter going afore : howe the Lord 
ion, bad chefan this people and planted them as vineyarde and 
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all Ifrael to beiudge bet wer bim and his vyneyard, what more could 
haue bene denne for it, then be had donne , and yet when he locked , for 
frute of equttre and righteous nes there was wrong,and myferie, here 
their induraso, for they were hardened of the lerd that is, 
asafor fade , Goi cane themeuer, 'o there wn heartes luftes. Further 
where he [aicth v9 ihe Prophet parde their heartes, we muft al wares con 
fider wat thar beartes were alredye bardened , which their wiakednes 
did plainely declare yet hath he commanded the Prophet to do off.ce,net 
te make heartes hard. for that belonger) onelie God , Wh» giuing 
them ewer lifles hath alredy hardnede then, but the 
office of a Proplhere was to them the hardnes of thar hartes 


when he farethe varden mutht,as and de- 


dare them the hardne: of ther Thelike phrafe ef thea, 
the hawe wean Leuit.\3 Ifthe prieft fee ‘hat the is gredvne abre- 
de in the fkinne , Me prieft all make bim vuncteane how fosuld 
the pric make him vncieane, whe alredye vncleane , and 
fiehe he dur not rouche , by declaring bimte be vuncleane . Sehew 
Should the Prephe harden beartes whofe heartes were hardened al- 
very, and whofe heartes be could nat touche, but by declaring them be 
hard hearted .So faitth the to leremie, drine this people away, 
that they mma oute of my fight, fomr0 death , fom to tly f werd, 
te hunger [ome tocaptinstiec, thes was not the eff..e of the Prophet. Whi/) 
the Caldesexecuted, but ths Prophet was here commanded 


that for thewwickednes, they be driuen away fome dea th ,fome 
tothe f werd {ome to unger ai [ome tocaptiuztie . So Leremie took« the 


cuppeow of the lerdeshand , an made all people drinke there 
whom the Lerd him, wheretherebe mo natgens reconed , then ener 
lerermc did fee with iis comporall eyes: this place therefore muji be 
under fiand, asthe ethers to she office of the Prephes , wh b 
was to them that forthe wickednesthey foould drink of 
cuppe of the lerdes wrathe which appere:h more pl ainely by that which 
wech, where be faye they wall not receane the cuppe of thy land 
and drinck st that 1s sfthey will nov take warmng by the &c . Th:s in- 


terpretationis conforme tethe phrafé of the foriptmre , me'herzs it con- 


trary te any part of the werd .but if any man hath a better under. 


anding _letrhim vfe rt to the glory ef Ged.of thefe thinget alredy fpe- 


Kem st is (afficsent!y prowed, that God ha repreba’, and caft away ne 
man before the foundation of the world,buz ashe hath created man like 
vnto bis ow image, fo he will the ‘cathe of none, but thas all foould be 


faued nether ishe he auth ur oy mower te anyenill , which with long 


cence.» Kereth wickednes,to drawe men to repentance nether Willeth be 
any thyng contrary,to that whichis expreffed inins word . for asGed 
contfant andimmutableoftlis his holy wall hehathe vitered and deve. 


| red vnte mane knowe, the reft referued he unte lim forafmmauch 
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no man ts able to coprehed the profiundstre and depth thereef,therefor oght 
mo man te go abent te prous er smproue any thing by that which is un- 
knoe wen to lum, wherefor they which affirme . and teache that God hath 
7 erdeined mena fore the funda'son of the world te be damned {0 that by nm 
meanes they can be faued, for fuche ss hs fecrete will, net wish flanding 
be declareth the cotrary in hu werd they must nedes baue an eusll oprmen 
of Ged,and ‘herefore eght all men of duetie to abhorre their de- 
rine. And becaufe bane {asd that they haue an eusl pinion of God,1 
haue added here a difcrip'son of thefe careles libertines Ged conforme we 
dedtrine inali posntes, and difcriptzon of the true God, wherby 
may appere emanvure the fimple howe abheminable their doctrine and e 


| ANSWER. | 
Tethe = Whar foeuer fhalbe redde inthe hole feriptures,you 
fhall neuer be ablero proue that in thefe wordes of I- 


faie, (Go, and harden the heartes of this people) is no- 
thing els meant, but that the Prophete was onely com- 
manded to declare vnto them their blindnes,and hard- 
nes of heart. for wher foeuer mention is made of the 
disterence betwext the elect,and the reprobate,this ver- 
tue 1s attributed to the word,that it doth illuminate the 
eyes, and mollifie the heartes of the onc, by the power 
of the holy Goft:and by thecontraric that it doth exce- 
cate, and more harden the other by reafon of their cor- 
rupt nature,to the which they are iuftly left. The Euan- 
making mention , thatthe lewes did 
not beleue in Chrift Jefus, albeit that they had fene his 
wonderous workes , addeth this caufe: therefore (faith 
rin .* he) they could not beleue, becaufe Maiah had faid: He 
hath blinded their eyes, & hardened their heartes, that 
they Mould not fee with their eyes , nor vederftand in 
* their heartes, and be conuerted,that I may heale them. 
Here doth the Euangelift attribureto the Prophet , not 
onelythat he declared their blindnes , but that God by 
him did in verydede iuftly blind their eyes,and hardea 
their heartes.But this fhall more plainly appere in exa- 
mining the reafons,and fcriptures which ye alledge for 
proote of your interpretation. ey 
Firft fay you, their were alredy hardened which ther 
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OF GODS PREDEST. 
wickednesdid plasnely declare , yet hath he commanded the Prophet to 
do his office mot to make their heartes hard , for that belongeth onely te 


iuing them oucr to their heartes ludtes be alredy hardened 


God whe 
Tf ye conclude that the Prophet did onely de- 


them. An 


clarevatg them the hardenes of their heartes. Wedo 


notdeny bur thattheir heartes were hardened before, 
and that ruftly for their iniquitics fake they were giuen 
ouer to their heartes|luftes . But whether they were fo 
hardened before the preaching of the Prophet, that af- 
cer they could be no harder, greatcly doubte.YeaI no- 


thing doubre to affirine , claye by 


the heate of the Sunnie, becometh more hard, and more 
hard , oras the branch cutte of the natural ftock doth 
more & more wither, vntill that no Kinde of fappe,nor 
mouture doth remaine, cuen fol fay dothe reprobate 
from time,to time become more obftinate,more blin- 
de,more hard, and more cruell, and that by the word, wW 
doth plainely rebuke their iniquitic, and cuidenly de- 
clare whofe children their are. Exaples in {criprure he- 
reof are manifeft:Some lenitie,and gétlenes appered in 
Pharao , toward the people of Ifrael before that Mofes, 


at guds commandement required their libertie. Bue 


thar will, and word of God commanding him to let his 
a. go and ferueGod in the wildernes,did fo quick- 


ye worke in the heart of that reprobate, that the grea- Exo.5 


ter hardnes of his heart, was fodenlye felt by the Ifrae- 
lites,to their greate g difconfort. 

In the people of I{racl , 1n their elders , Prieftes, and 
counfell,appered fomie face of iuftice,when Stephan was 
accuted ,betore that he pronounced thefe wordes:ye ftif- 


fenecked , and vncircumcifed in heart, and eares, you | 


haue.cuer refitted, ri¢ holy Goft,eué as your fathers ha 44., 


uc refifted,fo do you! whom of the Prophetes hauenot 
your fathers perfecuted ? and they haue flayn them, w- 
hiche thewed before of the coming of y iuft , whom ye 
haue now betraied,& murthered.Before this fentence(I 
fay) there appered {ome face of iuftice,but what enfued 

(Aa. 
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the holy Goft doth witnes,faying: whé they heard the- 
fethinges their heartes braft for anger and they gna- 
fhed at him with their tcthe.And after alfo that he gaue 
a more plaine confeilion of Chrifte lefus,of his exalta- 
tion,glory,power,and Maieftie,they cried out w 2 great 
voyce,they ftopped their eares, they as wolues, enraged 
ruffhed vpon him,w one confent,and fo without all or- 
dre of iuftice, did ftone him to death. If ye cofefle nory 
the word of God, proceding fr6 the mouth of Stephen, 
did not more harden them, who no doubte were harde- 


aed before,you deny a trueth that is more then cuidét. 
_ Diuers places more I might adduce for the fame purpo 


fe,but (hauing refpect to breuitie) I ftand concent with 


thefe rwo,which I doubte nothing,are fufticient to pro- 


we,that men, that be alredy hardened, yet by the com- 
UR of the plaine word, which rebuketh their — 
tie,they become more hard.As the owle being blind,¢- 
uen when fhe appereth to fee beft in the night {eafon, 
but yet in y day ume, fhe is more blinded,bacaufe that 
the weaknes of her eyes ,can not abide ” bright bea- 
mes of the funne.And eué fo it is w the reprobate,they 
are alwaies blind,and hard heared, but whé the light of 
God doth moft plainely fhine before thé or when they 
are called fré iniquititie to vertue , then becometh the 
word of glad tidinges to thé , a verie {auor of death, by 
the w,they are both more blinded, and more hardened. 
And fo in your firft reafon we diflent fr6 you in y , tha 
ere femeto affirme,that becaufe ¥ reprobate are once 
hardened,therefore they ca be no more hardened. Y our 


fecond reafon 18 ,that becaufe rt belegeth to God onely to make hard 


their heartes , that therefor there reftet nothing to the Prophetes, but™ 
Shewo vate theme the bardnes of their hartes. | am glad that once 


Anfwer will cdfefle ¥ it is nothing repugning to gods good 


nature,for iuft caufes, to harden the heart,and to make 


_ blind y eyes ofthe reprobate. Buty therfore nothing 


refteth to ¥ Prophetes or Apoftles,but onely to declare 
vnto mé their hardnes.I ci not admutte.For we do find 
God doth fo cOmunicate his power w his true mellin- 
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warrefare are not carnall , but are power in God to the 


meflingers beat down all counfelles,& all height which 
| 


earth,he doth low(e in § heaué,& what foeuer they bynd 
in earth, he bindeth in heaué, whofe finnes they remit- 
te,they are remitted, & whofe finnes they reteane , they 
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gers, and embaffadours , that what foeuer they lowfe in 


arereteined. The Lord him felfe faith vnto Ieremie: Jerez - 


Bchold I haue put my wordes in thy mouth, and'I haue 
ordeined thee aboue nations, and kindomes, that thou 
maicft roote our, defiroy.& {catter,and that y alfo 
build vp,and plant. And vneo Paul it was faid: And now! 
fal] deliuer the from the natiés, to y which I fend thee 


that chou maift open the eyes of thofethat be blind, 


tharthey may conuert from darknes vnto light, and 
from the power of fathan vnto God. Thefewordes do 
witnes that the etfectual! power of God doth work with 
the word, which he puttech in the mouthes of his true 
meflingers,in fo much that ether it doth edifie, lighten, 
or mollific to faluation, or els it doth deftroy , darken, 
and hardé.For the word of God is of ¥ nature of Chrifte 
Iefus,& he is not onely come to illuminate,and to rai- 
fe vp, but alfo to make blind ,.and to beate downe,as he 
him felfe doth witnes,faying,I am come to iudgement 
into this world.y thofe that fee not fhall fee & that tho- 


fe thar fee fhalbe blind. And Simeon faith: Behold this Luke. 


is he y is put in refurrection , & in ruine of many in If- 44#.38 


racl.In fo much,that vpon wh6 that ftone of offenfe fal- 
leth,it fhall burfte him to powder. And therefore we can 
not admitte that the minifterie of his blefled word prea 
ched,or publifhed by his faithfull meflingers , be no- 
thing els bur a fimple declaration what men be . No, we 
know that it is the power of God to faluatié of all tho- 
fe y belene,that the meflage of reconciliation is put in. 
their mouthes , thatthe word w they preach, hath fuch 
efficacie,& ftrength that ic deuideth afunder y ioyntes, 
& finewes, y bones fr6 the marye,that y weapons of their 


beating downe of all ftrég holdes,by the which,the true 
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is rayfed P againft the Knowledge of God, by thew. 
hich alfothey lead into bondage all cogitatids to obey 
Chrifte. we know further that they haue végeaice in rea- 
dynes againftall inobedience. That fire pafleth forth 
oftheir mouthes which deuoureth their enemies, that 
they haue powerto fhutte the heaven that rayne de- 
feend not inthe daies of their prophecie. That gods 
ower both ih the one fort,and in the other,is coreined 
with his word even preached,pronounced,and fore {po- 
ken by his meflingers,do all exiples in gods fcriprures 
witnes.At the praicer, and prophecie of Elias was the he 
eauen both fhur, and opened: fire deicended fro heauen, 
& cofumed thofe vngodly fouldiours their captaines. 
Atthe curfe of klifeus did beares deuoure 42 childré 
that mocked him. The wordes of Ifai,leremv,, and Eze- 


| chicl,albeit(for the time thit they {pake they were con 


temned, yet had they {uch force,and effect,v no ftrégth 
was ableto gaineftid that, which thev had pronounced. 
At Peters word,A nanias,and Saphira did fodainlve dye. 
Paule by his fentéce made Elimas the forcerer biinde, 
and fo forth, the exiples be almost without nobre, that 
declare y gods power is ioyned w his worde, not oncly 
in fauing (Ww Ithinck you will admitte ) bur alfo in pu- 
nifhing & deftroying. Ifyou thinke it tearefull v gods 
holy word fhall haue this power , and effe<t,:to kill , to 
blind,and to harden. Rememibre firit,the feuere iudge- 
métes of God againft finne,and often call to mindet 
che fault, nor chicfe caufe is not in the word, but in the 
{ubicect,and perfon,inwhom it falleth. The word falling 
intoy heart of the elect,doth mollific,& illuminareas 
before is faid,but falling 1n to the heart of the reprobe- 
te, itdoth harden & more excecate the fame,by reafon 
of the qualitie,and incurable corruption of the perfone 
And thus in your fecond reafon, we do vtterly diflent 
from you,&feare not to gods truce Prophetes, 
&meili ngets, do not onely declare what mé be.but yoy 
the word, which is cGmitted to their charge, 
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id they worke ether lyght,or darknes,life, or death,yea fal 

vation,or damnation/The text of Leuiticus ferueth you 

nothing,and text of Ieremic is expreflely againft you, 
s For the hiegh Prieft is not commaded to go toa ma, in : 


rn whom no leprofie appered, and to pronounce,what after 

1 fhall become of him ‘burthe man in whom there is ap- 

d peranciignes of leprofie,is comanded to be ledde to the : 

are commaded to pronounce according to” 
the tignes w they fee,Cofidre befech you,thed iffcren- | 

. cc betwene the office of the one,& the office of ¥ other. 

the fentence of the one,and the fentcce of the ether,the 


on is the Pricites go not,n ct h er are th ey fent, to {e- 
kethote haue apperance, or lufpicion of leprotie, But 

the Prophet is fent by God ,totherhat cheu was called 
x the people of God,in who no man could haue futpected 
fuch blindnesfuch hardnes ot heart.&fuch rebellion as 


‘d. the Prophet is comadied to threaté. The Priettes did not 
norm ight not pronouce {entcce againtt ama,in whom 


manifeit iignes of leprofie appered not, yea triall mutt 
be taken whether it be leprofie,or not: Bur the Prophet 
cly is comanded to go ta that people,who held them felucs 


cleane,and before all griall,to pronounce that fharp fen- 
+ tence, you fhall heare w your eares,and fhall not vnder- 

ftand, you fhall plaincly fee, and yet fhall not perceaue, 
-. the heart of this people is hardened.Was there anyfuch 
comandemér or charge given to ¥ prices ? Might any 
ofthem haue fi1d,to,any man appered to be cleane,& 

whole, thou fhalt be leprous, I pronounce the fentence 
ing which thou notiefcape?l truft not.T hen for the di- 
ucrfitie as well of their offices , as of the fentéces which 


Con they pronounced the phrafes muft be divers. 
Where ye affirme thar Prophet could not touch their 2 


heartes,but by declaring théto be hard hearted ye feme 


yb word pronounced eug by the mouth of man,w(as before 


hauedeclred ) pearceth to ¥ depeft fecret that lieth 
within the heart. Yea and worketh that thing.wWthe Pro 


not to vnderttand wharis the vertue and power Of gods 
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phete pronounccth, and {peaketh,how vnapperat that 
uer it be to mans reafon, or how ftowrly and ftubburnly 
that euer the wicked refift. Did not the wordes of Elias 
{poken vnto Achab aftre y murtherig of Naboth,touch 


his heart? yes ,the very hypocrite him felfe had fome 


fenfe and feling of gods wrath. And both he and his 
pofteritie , for all his princely pompe.did after fele the 
veritic of them. To witte dogges did licke his blood, 
the fiefh of lefabell was eaten by dogges , his children, 
and hole pofteritie were rooted‘out of Ifraell.And thus 

did the wordes of the Prophete touch his heart (inthe | 
time when they were {poké) with a certeine feare, ftupi- 
ditic, and trembling . which wordes were after ‘of fuch 
power, ftrength, and veritie,that no male children were 
left aliue to Achab in Ifracl.And the fame is true of Ie- | 
remies wordes & fentence {poken againft diuers nati6s, 
whofe faces albeit he neuer faw , yetdid he fo potently 


touch their heartes , chat how focuer they defpifed his 


threateninges,yet was no word vainely {poken, but in 
eftect was euery thing complete,as he pronounced.And 


~ wonder it is thar yeaie ignorant in this vertue of gods 


lere.25 


word, f cing that ye confeiie Ieremie toke the cuppe 
from the Lordes hand,which he was commanded to g1- 
ue to all nations, y they might drinke the cuppe of the 
Lordes wrath, faing vnto them: Drincke,& be dricken, 


and {pew,and fall, and rifeno more,becaus of the {werd 


w I will fend among you. Was this I praye youa fimple 
declaration?or was it not rather a fentence & decree fo 
effctuall that albeit nether Babylon, nether any othet 


proud and whicked nation wold for that time beleue it, 


yetcame it moft effectually to pafle? And I fay y thefe 


wordes of leremie do manifettly repugne to your inter 


pretation,& do fufficietly proue y thofe wordes {| poken 
to I{ai,are orherwife to be vnderftid,then y he was com- 
manded onely to declare what the people were.For as 
the wordes of Ieremie had this effect , according as he 
fo came deftruction vpon rhole proud patios, 

o lyKewile had the wordes of God {poXen to Iai , the 
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quire his iuft iudgemétes, then 
ie to be knowen,he hath in his eternal counfel elected 
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fame etfeét.which he pronounced . To theonc he faid, 


thou fhalt giue vnto them the cuppe of my wrath , that 


they may drinke it. The Prophet without feare did o- 


_ bey his commandement,and God did faithfully perfor. 


me, what fo euer his mefsinger had pronounced . Euen 
{o did God command [fai to blind,and harden,that ftub 
born,and rebellious generation of the Iewes,by the 1 em 
ching of his Law, and by rebuking of their manife 


{e of the {cripture, which ye haue alledged ad alfo beeau 
fe itrepugneth to the {criptures which before I haue ad 
duced,we can not admitte it . Againft your complexion 
or Epilogue,which is nothing but a fuperfluous repeti- 
tion ofthofe thinges , which fufficiently ye haue not 
proucd ( althogh yau fo bragge) we fay, that as God by 
his eternal word,and power infinite, hath created al thin 
ges,fo hath he by his wifedom incomprehenfible fo dif 
pofed all thinges ,¥ as nothing was created for the felf, 
{o was nothing the appointer of the felf to ferue God,as 


im 
pierie. And fo hedid, God working all to his glory,ac- 
cording to his eternall purpofe. And this becaufe your 
interpretation is not {ufficiétly confirmed by.any phra-_ 


6. 7° 8. 


his glory required.But he in his eternal counfel appoin 


ted the end ro every creature, to the which th J on 
ceatteine, by fuch meanes, as he moft iuftly hath ap- 
pointed. And therfor feing his glorie doth no leffe re- 

Fis fuperabotdant mer 


fomé, and reiccted others,eué before foundatiés of ¥ 
world . And albeit he created man after his own image, 
yet did God neuer determine ¥ mankind fhouid ftid in 
Adam, but his iuft coafell and purpofe was thacall men 
fhould fall in Adam,that the ele€&t might know the pri- 
ce of their faluation Chrifte Iefus , in whé they were ele 
ted,before ¥ in Adam aétualy they did fajl,or were crea 
ted . And fo God willing to make his glorieto fhine in 
al, hath prepared fome veflels of mercie, and fome of we 
rath.to y onc he hath frely giué life euerlaftig in Chrift 


Aa. ill. 
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Tefus his fonne. The other he hath for iuft caufes fo res 
jected that albeit with long pacience, he {uffereth their 
manifeit rebellion , yet in the fimall iudgement he hall 
commad themto gotothe fire that neuer fhalbe quen- 
ched.And this will and counfel of God is neither fecret, 
nor hidde from his Church, but is in his word moft ma € 
nifeftly reucled : id therfor of it we feare not to aff rme, 
that euen in the firft promife, and cuer fince hath God» 
made a plaine diftinction betwext the elect , and the re- 
probate,fo that the purpofe and countell , whic): before 
was hidde in God,was in time manifeited vnto man.W- 
hich wiil and counfell of God (becaus it is conftant and 
immutable,like as God him felfe 1s) mutt of necefsitie 
take etfect.and therfor I boldly affirme,that neither can 
any whom God 1n his eternal purpofe hath reprobated, 
become the elect,and fo be faucd,neither yet can any of © 
Chriftes elect nombre to life euerlafting,be reprobated, 
and fo cometo finall perdition.We further faye,that al- 
beir gods will in the felie,be one,to witte,the mianifeita 


ticn of his own glorie »yetas touching his creatures it 


hath diuers refpectes , for God will the faluarion of fo- 
me,and healfowillrhe iuft condemnation of orhers. 
And the contrarie of rhis doth God neuer declare in his 
word,but rather doth moft plainely reuele it. And ther- | 
fore this his godlie will is not ¢alled fecrete,as that itis 
not exprefled in his word : but beeaufe that in his word 
there 1s no caufe afsigned(gods good will onely excep- 
ted why he hath chofen fome,and reiected others. And 
this knowledge is fo neceflarie to a Chriftian , that wit- 
hour the fame, cithé heart of man neuer be futhicictly 
fubiected vnto God, nether can he rendre ynto him due 
praife and honor, except that he acknowledge,and con- 


felie,yG od him felfe hath made differéce,betwext hims 


& others.To your odious termes, & difpitefull railing, | 


the briefely lay atthistime: T H L fhall iudge. 


To my knowledge there reiteth no notable {cripture,w- 


hich ye hauc alledged(or rather abufed )for contur — 
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of your error which 1s not fufficiétly anfwered,two pla- 
ces excepted. The one is of Ezechiel, aftirmig that God 
will not thedeath of a finner ,the other contein eth the 
wordes of Paul faving : God will all men to be faued, w- 
hich places becaufe you recite them herein thedefecrip 
tion of him,whom you eall the trucGod [thoght it ex- 
pedient to delay til this opportunitie, to y end that ha- 
uing to fight(as it were face,to face) with the deuil him 
might fome cofort of my God in entreating 


fome place of his holie {criprures. Thus you procede 


with a mouth moft execrable,and blafphemous. 
THE ADVERSARIE, 


The properties of the God of the carcles by necefistre « Their gods w- The 
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rach excedeth all lis Workes forhe hah reprobate the moft part of the 
world, afore the foundation of he werld, he ts we mercy and rea- 


dyto wrashe , for he will not be intreated te faue any ef ‘hem Wwhom he 
bar! reprobate afore but of nece fittse do, what they can, they mult be dam 
ned nei her 3 he omnipotent , whic may do,and leaue Undone. wbat plea- 
feth him , for he bound hy bu own abjolut ordinance and infalliile 
fight to do onely all things as they be donne a "d becauss foplcafed him te 


bts power freng he ftyrred up “Pharao “> many myo de wWic 


k diy,be giucth wicked commandement, and ewsll thag ites to Semei, and 
manyy her . And ‘berafter plagued hem for their labor , enely becaufe 
they were wicked infiruments te werk hes will for he made them naugh- 


tre veffelles to commit all could sbey hoofebut w rk 


wicked y besng bits veffiles of wrath: he hathe two willes , one contrary 
ten ober, for he fareth one thing and thinke h another . be worfe thes 
the deutll, for enely ‘empteth be ta do but compelleth by immu! 4- 


fore ordinance and fecret wil without which ,ne thing can dove, 


he the prince of darknes » for frome him come eusll tingnies wihicn are 


darknes. 
ANSWER. 

Becaufe that now Lhaue todo not onely witha 
blafphemer,but eué (as it were) with adewill mcacaate, 
my firttand chief defence,is co fay,the Lord putte filece 
to the 6 Sathan. The Lord confound thy difpiteful coun 
felles by che which chou ftudieft ro pervert she rigi- 
tcous way of the eternall God. 


c 


2 
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But now of thee, blafphemcous mouth ,I atke , if To y! 


thou beable to forge to the ,and to thy peftilent factio, 
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| | except fo many,as were preferued in the arke with Noah 
who alfo did deftroye by fire from heauen Sodom , and 
| | Gomorra, with the cities adiacent and the hole inhae 
i bitantes of the fame ( Lotand his two daughters ones 
| ly re{crued ) who further by the {pace of four thoufand 
| yeres,did fuffre all nations to walk in their owne wayes, 
—- reucling onely his Rng will, and the light of his word, 
to the iede of Abraham ( to thofe that defcended of Ia- 
Ht cob I meane ) Canft thowI fay forge to thy felf another 
i | God , then this erernall maietie of our God whom we 
do reuerence,in whom we truft,and moft {ted faftly belee 
; ue, whofe Sonre Chrift lefus we preach to be the onely 
fawiour of his Church ,and whofe eternall veritie we 
Mainteine, not onely againft lewe, Turke , and Papift, 
buralfo againft you enraged anabaptiftes , who can ade 
| | | mitte in God no iuftice,which is not fubie to the 
( | reach of your reafon ? Dareft thou, and thy con{piracie 


his workes,thou cantt not deny ,but chat mo were pur 
nifhed were preferued ,mo were left in darknes, 
then were called to rhetruc light ? Shall not his mercte 
| excede all his workes,except sae he faue the Deuill, ad 
i= thofe that iuftely be reprobated as he is ? Stoupe Sathan 
if — Toy vnderthe empire of our Soueraigne God , whofe will is 


2. fo free, that nothing is able to conttreigne , or binde it. 


kbertie Dilitic tothe inconftancie or appetites of others , as 
| moft blafphemoufly you wold imagin God to be in his 
| _ election and moft iutt reprobation:by the which in def- 
To y 3 pite of Sathajof thee his flaue, and fonne, and of all chy 
fect ,hewill declare his gloric, as well in punifhing 

with tornientes for euet fuch blafphemerts , as you be 

asin fhewing the riches of his glorie tothe members 

of his deareSonne, who onely depend ypon Chrifte Ie 
fus,and vpon his iuttice. | To 
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an other God, then that God who moft iuftly did drow. | 
ne, and deftroy by water, allliuing creatures in earth, 


ftand vp,and accufe God of crueltie,becaufe that in thee 


that is onely libertic ,that is not fubiectto mutae 
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erernall maieftie,I will uot labor, left chat ether I fhould 
{eme to doubte of our owne caufe, ether yet to be folli- 
cite, for the defenfe of our eternall God. And therfor 
{erg that ye declare your felues not men ignorant,wil- 
ling to learne,but deuilles enraged againit God, againft 
his cternalljand infinite iaftice,as I began,fo do I finifh. 
The Lord confound thee Sathan . The Lord confound 
you enraged logge which fo impudently dare barcke, 
againit the moft iuftiudgementes of God. And thus 
leauing you to the handes of him, who fodanely fhall 
reuenge his iuftice from your blafphemies. For the cau 
fe ofthe Simple 1 fay,Firft,chat moft malicioufly ye ac- 
cule vs, as chat we fhould affirme God to be flow to mer 


cy,and readie to wrath, which blafphemy we proteit be- 


fore God,before his holy Angelles in heauen,and befo- 
rehis Church here in earth ,did neuer enter into our 
heart. For the contrari¢e thereof we daily fee,and percea 
lc, not onely in our felues ,to whom moft mercifully 
heremitteth the multitude of our finnes , but alfo in 
the moft cruell ennemies of his Church. 
Wedo not define, whatnombre God hath elected 
to life nether yet what nombre prefently God hath re- 
pr . Onely we ftand content , with that, which the 
oly Gott hath reucled openly , to witte that their be 


both ele@and reprobate. 


That the elect can not finally perifh , nether yet that 
the reprobate can cucr be faued , we conftantly affirme. 


But we addethe caufes ,to wit that becaufe the one fort 


is giuen to Chrift lefus by y tree gift of God his father, 
before al] times : therforin time they come vnto hi,by 


power of whofe {pirit, they are regenerate , their darke~ 


nes is expelled,and from vertue,they procede to vertue, 
till finally they arteinto the glory promifed. As ¥ other 
forte 1s left in their own corruption , fo can they do no- 


thig but obey their father ¥ deuil,in whofe bdage they 


OF GODS PREDEST. 379 
To purge my God from that iniuftice, or from Toy 
thofeabfurdiries , which thou woldeft impute vpon his 4.5 
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iuftely are left . And fo where ye burden vs, that we fay, 
let the reprobate do what they can, yet they mutft be di- 
ned ,yedo moft fhamefully believs. Forwe faye, and 
teach ,that who fo ever declineth from euill , and con- 
ftantly to the end doth good , fhall moft certenly be fa- 
ved. But our doctrine is this, that becaufe the reprobate 
haue not the {pirite of regeneration , theifor they can 
not do thofe workes that be acceptable before God. 
How God is almightie,and omnipotét,we haue befo- 
re confeiied , to witt, that as he 1m his cternall wifedom 
forefeeth, and appointeth all hinges, fo doth his power 
put all chinges in execution,how, aad when it bett pleas 
fethdiim Neither can his wifedom, wiil , nor countels 


be fubiect to any mutabilitic,vnftablenes,or chage.For 


if it {0 were then his godly wil and counfels, did not de- 
pend vpon him {elf,but vpon his ereatures,which 1s mo 
rethen abfurd. 

Nether to Pharao, neither to Semei, neither yet to 
any other reprobate, did, or doth God giue, cither wic- 
Ked commandement or euill thoght . Bur thofe wicked 
thoghres, and euill motions, which be in them of their 
euill nature, and are ftirred vp by the inftigation of the 
deuill ,as he doeth , not purge dads ,fodorh his wiles 
dom viethem wellto his owne glorie,to the exerel 
feofhischildren , and to the comfort of his Church. 
In fo much that the verie tyranny of Pharao , the 
curfing of Semei, and the inceft of Abfalom in fo farre 
as they were gods workes ,they were iuft,and holy; 
becaufe they were iuft’punifhmentes of their finness 
an exercife for his children , and fome part alfo of his 
fatherly correction for their offenfes. To the reft of 
your vanirie,{ will not anfwere,not becaute I feare your 
fophifticall fubtilirie but becaufe I will not (except that 
vet Tbe further prouoked nether by tongue,nether yet 

penne once name or exprefle your horrible blafphe | 
mies.Which manifeftly do witnes and declare,that you 
(as dogecs enraged ) without all reuckence, do barke a- 
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ainft God becaufe his workes do furmount your capa- 
citie. The Lord {peadely call youto repétance,or els fo 
bridle your venemous tongues , that they be notable 
further to infect. | INow rothe reft, | 
THE ADVERSARIE. 

The properties ofthe true God, God hia mercte exceadtetb ali his wor The 
kes he hath made ma” to hw ewntmagein Christe lefas, in wham 45. fe- 
& no damnation , he u we une wrathe and readie to foregiue , he wil- Etion 
be intreated ef all [otha be b:ddeth all mencuerie where te repent, and 
ofereth farth re ail men be w omnipotent and may do,andleaue undone, W- 
hat (0 ener bis good plealure,mether bits pleafure wil, that 
her Phavae, Semei, or any other do finne and cometodefirudtion, forbe 2 
wike:! the deathe of né creature , but walleth all wen vo be faued and to 
come to the knowledge of the tructh , he hath but ene will which wu euer 
, enely geod veneled sn ins word ‘o them that feare him and kepe his com- 
mandementes nether hath be any fecret will contray to this,6ut will perfor 
me what foeuer goeth out of is mouthe , he tempteth ne mano finne 
he uw the father of light ,and cometh to deftroye he werkes of ‘he care- 
bes liberiynes God for be ablerreth all wickednes,aJ al wicked doers. 


| ANSWER E.. 

In this defcription of your God(whom you do ter- 

me the true God )ido woder of three thinges. Firft that 
inthis your defeription ye diflent from your greate 
angel Caftalio.Secondely itis thar ye haue forgot- 
ten your felues : And laft why ye omitte thefe proper- 
cies , which the fcriptures do no lefle attribute to God, 

- then any that you alled ge. Your maiter,and chief cham 


> 
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pion Cattalio( now left for your comfort) in the nore 
tion of his God thus writeth. But that God whom bot 
nature,and reafon, and the fcriprures do teach, is ready 
co nercic,and flowto wrath,who hath created man,of w- 
~homall men are borne,to his owne image,lyke to him 
felfe,chat he fhoulde place him in Paradife, and giue to 
him the blefied life . This God will that all men be {a- 
ued,and that none perifh, and therfore he hath fent his 
Sonne the earth, that iuftice might fuperabound, 
wher fo euer finne hath abounded, the light of whofe iu 
ftice, dorh illuminate euery mi, that cometh in to this 
worlde. Wondcr it is I {ay that ye who to coftantly haue 


é 
<2 
a 
& 
3 
2 
> 


AGAINST THE ADVERS. 


folowed your mafter in all this-your worke, haue diffen- 
ted f16 him,or at leaft omitted his wordes , in thefe two 
poites.w ingbés cafe be pricipall For,firft by his defcrip 
tion he will that nature,and reafon,fhal no les teach you 
and your faction,God,then fhall the {eriprures. So y he, 
whofe workes benot able to c6prehend by nature, 
and reafon,fhall not be ro you the true God. And fecon 
darily,that except he wi! all to be faued: and ¥ the light 
of his fonnes iuitice do fo illuminate all men comin 
into this world,that where fo ewer finne hath abound 
there mutt iuftice fuperabound,y to you ly kewife he be 
no God. Thefe be two chief pointes in this cotrouerfie. 
For we coftantly affirme,that y brightnes of our God 


doth fo blind nature,and reafon(as now they be corrup 


ted) chat the natural! ma ci neuer atteineto thofe thin 

ges, W apperteine to God, tothe knowledge of his will, 

nether yet co his true honor . For we know that ¥ world 


_ hath not knowen God,by wifedom, but thinking them 


felues moft wife,haue becomen moft vaine, in fo much. 
that they haue worfhipped the creatures, more then the 
Creator.And thus beleue we that nature,and reafon,are 
not onely vnable to leade vsio the true knowledge of 
God,by rhe which we may atteine to life euerlaftig, but 
alfo we affirme, that they haue bene maiftrefles of aller 
rors ,and idolatrie. And therfor fay we that nature, and 
reafon ,do leade men from y true God, but are neuer a- 
ble toteach vs, nether to exprefle to vs the erernall,the 
trew, and euerliuing God the father of our Lord Iefus 
Chrifte.Further we doubte not to embrafe,tc beleue,to 
reueréce and to honor ¥ maicftie of our God, who hath 
made diuifion,betwext one fort of men , and an other,as 
plainely before we haue proued . Thefe being two chief 
pointes,in this controuerfie,greate wonder it 1s, ¥ of thé 
ye make no exprefle mention (as Caftalio doth) in this 
your defcriprio. Is it becaufe you are afhamed that fuch 
darkenes,and fuch grofle ignorance fhould be in your 


greare angell of light : luft caufeno doubte haue 


you,and he to be afhamed of your fvol:th imaginatios. 
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But yet I feare an other thing more,which is this . Thae 
fodenly you will not commute the greate , and fecrete 


myfteries of your profefsion to your rude {cholers.For 


it might perchance ottend them, if at the firit ye fhould 

affirme (as in your writinges I can fhew) that faint Paul 
taught a more perfect way to his {cholers in fecrete, the 
that Whe committed to writing , that Chrift is not the 


eternall Sonne of rhe eternal God , that the Godhead ot 


the holy Goft is but mannes imaginations , that Chri- pgap-ftay 


ftes kingdome fhall fo florifh ,that wicked men fhal ve- 
terly be fuppreffed euen in this life,that Chrittes iuftice 
aualeth nothing,except man haue a perfonall,& perfect 
iuftice within Sas felf, chat man may fulfill and obey 


gods holy Law, and that Chrifte hath no 


aboue his brethern,except this,that he is called the firft 
begotren:I omitte thinges much more abfurd,becaufe I 
will not offend the eares of the godly . Thefe thinges I 
{ay you do not fodély open to your {cholers, but in the 
beginning with pleafant perfuafids of good life,of more 
tification,of ¥ power of the {pirite(w rightly placed is a 
doctrine se | necellarie)ye inflabe their heartes with a 
a vaine cofidence,of their owne power, ftrégth,ad iuftice. 
And therafter ye difluade them f16 all excrcifes, w may 
put them in minde of finne, and imperfectid,which re- 
maineth in mi.For nether will ye y they frequét the pu 
blike preaching of ¥ word ,nether yet ¥ adminiftration 
of Chriftes facramentes. For fuch thinges to yo perfect 
mé are porhing neceflarie.But to be fhort,in the end ye 
brig thé to y plaine contépt of = free graces offered, - 
& giué to his elect in Chrift Ief{us.Fo1 in y end thefe be 
y 5 blafphemous voices openly affirmed,in your priuie 
afséblies: what is our ioyc?but y we fele no finne abidi 
in vs; what is our cOfort, but that we be able to fulfil the 
law? and what is our reioifing:butthat we hauea iuftice 
perfect in our felues. And thus feking to eftablifh your 
own iuftice, nether ci you,nor your fcholers be fubieét 


_ to yiuftice of God , But(omittig this )I returne to your 


deceitfull craft,y¢ dare not in expres wordes affiume the 
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vaine defcription of your mafters God, but yet couertly 
ye fay as much(as after fhall appere):in which thing, as 
ye declare your felues ingrate and vothickfull,that will 
not {upport vour reucrend mafter in this his battell ,w 
your open patrocinie and plaine dcfenfe, fo do ye fhew 
6 felues moft vaworthye of credit amongeft gods chil 
dren.For who can credit thofe teach ers.that an ¥ begin- 
ning and for their foundation, & principalles ioyue to- 
gether darkenes,and light,lies, and veritic.vea that be- 
in with a manifeft vntructh (as doth your Maftet Ca- 
ng,thar nature,and reafon, do teach true 
God vnto vs, W is a manifeft lie , as before we haue [T0. 
ued.If ye fay,he addeth alfo thar the fcriptures doteach 
God ynto vs: Lanfwer that the more is his impudencie, 
and more dangerous is his venom. For what impuden- 
cic is it, tO preferre corrupt nature , and blind reafonto 
gods {criptures,in fuch manifeftation of God,1s5 our fal 
uation requireth ? Did Mofes, Ifai, or Chrifte [efus wil 
the ee to fearch nature, orto confult with reafon 
who fhould be the Mefsias promiled ? or did they not 
alwayes fend fuch as lacked light to the word which was 
reucled,to the law,and to the Prophetes,id to the {crip- 
tures, which did beare record of Chrift Iefus, who is che 
onely way , by the which men cofmeto the true know. 
Jedge of the Father? True it is that the Gentiles by con 
_templation of the creatures , atreined to that knowled- 
e,that there was a God : but how litle this knowledge 
ferued for their faluation the A poftle doth wirnes. And 
therfore I fay that your Mafter is morethen impudeét,¥ 
dare preferre nature,and reafon,to gods {criptures.And 
further his venom (in fo faing) is more digerous, then 
if plainely he had affirmed, that nature, & reafone alo- 
ne had bene fufiicient to have inftruéted man inal thin 
"ges appertcining to faluation.F or fo declaring him felf 
the fimple fhould haue auoyded rhat'error , as a peiti- 
moft pernicious. But now in ioining together rho- 


fe hinges which God hath fo manifefily deuided , as. 


he 
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els,but as a traitcrous murtherer mixe,and mingle poi- 


— reafon all his workes, that they by her iudgement, may 


— {pred abrode. Nowto the fecond,which I will but onely 


the bleffed life.Bur here you change your tune,and fay: 
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he hath deuaded light from darcknes, he doth nothing 


fon, with fwere lyquore . For in :0iniog nature,and rea- 
fon,with gods {criprures , in the manifeltatid of God to 
mans faluation, he doth plainely wjtnes , that the natu- 
rall man may boldly pronounce thatthofe workes be 
none of gcds,wherof reafon can not fee a iuft caufe; why 
fo they fhould be wroght.For the fall of Adam fay you, 
andthe induration of Pharao, the deccauing of Achab, 
and fuch others,were none of gods workes. Pan they ca- 
me by his permifsion and why fo? Becaufethe naturall 
man can not {ee how fuch workes can agree , with gods 
goodnes ,and iuftice . And thus deny himro bethe 
true God , who doth nor laye before the blindnes of yd 


be inftified , or condemned . O blafphemous mouthes, 
dare ye denie him to be the true God, of whom Mofes, 
and Paule affirme:that his feeretes do apper- 
teine to him felt? chat he will not miake accompreto 
man of all his workes. That his counfels are incompre 
hentidle his iudgementes a rreaee depth, and his wayes 
vni{carchable. Thus much for that hich yc omitte of 
yo mafters wordes in his defcription,which I ngowadmo 
nifh , left after ye fhould troublethe fimple, with thefe 
vour vanities , which from rime , to time, ye foiter, and 


touch,co put you in minde, that in doctrine, ye are not 
confta a ot before ye haue affirmed,that we did all ftad Im the g. 
in Adana,before that we did fall For none( fay you)fal- 
Jeth , bur he thar ftandeth : If we did all ftand, then were “S*° 
we all predeftinate to life.And after: As we were all crea- 

ted in one man, that is in Adam , fo were we all created Inthe 9 
in one eftate, that is after the image of God . Of which feéte '- 
places itis plaine, that ye vnderftand, that in Adam we *7s* 
were created to gods imagé¢, in Adam we were elected, 

and in Adam we were placed in paradife,which you call 
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He hath made man liketo his owne image in Chrifte 
Iefu,in whom is nv damnation.What fhould be the cau- 
feof this your fodein recantation,and alteration of 
our fentéce, I can not well coniecture,except it be this: 
hat becaufe experiencedoth conuict you, that by A- 
dam we are all wounded to death , that therfor you wol- | 
deal fhould receaue life by Chrifte Iefus.And that doth 
our mafter affirme in bold, and evident wordes,faing: 
This God will all men to be faued , and that none fhill 
perifh: and therfor hath he fent his Sone, into the carth 
whofe iuftice fhould fuperabound , where fo euer finne 
_ hath abounded . This doth your mafter boldly aftirme 
(becaufe he wroteto his practifed fouldiours ) y which 
yedo in darcke wordes perfuade.But howvaine beboth | 
perfuafions,fhall appere,by examiningthe 
criptures by you both alledged . He groundeth his er- 
ror vpon the wordes of Paule plainely falfihted , and of 
Tohn the Euangelift , whom heapplieth not rightly. If 
you thinke me bolde that thus do accufe sa mafter,& 
falfitying gods {criprures,heare my pro. 
_ fe,and then iudge. He faith wherfoeuer finne hath a- 
bounded there hath grace fuperabounded . Whichwor- 
des the Apoftle doth not fpeake , but faith : where finne 
hath abounded:there hath grace more abounded,which 
propofition is moft true,as it is mot comfortable . For 
in Adar&, Dauid, Peter,and in all other gods elect chil- 
dren did,and doth finne abound, as the Apoftle proueth 
all to haue finned, and to haue nede of gods glorie. But 
in them did grace more abound, by the vhick they were 
deliucred from the multitude of fianes.But as your pro 
pofition is not exprefled by the Apottle, fo it is mot 
fals,which 1s moft eafie to be proued. For in Cain, Pha- 
rao, Iudas, Pilate, Annas,Caiphas,Herode,and many o- 
_ ther did finne abound , but in them did grace neuer fo 
abound , that they were abfolued from that damnation, 
which is pronounced againft all vnfairhfull, in thefe 
wordes : Who fo eucr fhall not beleue, fhalbe condem- 
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ned.And therfor I fay, that your mafters vniuerfall pro- 
polition is moft fals, and he not onely a falfifier of the 
l.1ae {criptures, but alfo a mainteiner of all impietie, 
of all idolatrie,and wicked religion . For if it fhalbe ad- 
mitted that where fo euer finne hath abounded there 
fhail grace more abound: then fhall there be no differé-_ 
ce betwene the condition of rhofe that beleue in Chyi- 
{te , and thofethat be detpifers of his Euangile offered. 


Let the indifferét reader 1udge, whether that you,or we 


donowmore {mel of a alibcrtineslife.Bue 


this after, | 
_ The wordes of the Euangelift are plainely wre- 
fted . For he affirmeth not, that euery man is illumina- 
ted co faluation nether yet that Chrifte is offered (as ye 
wold fhift)to euery man. But {peaking of the excellécie 
of Chrift Iefus,in whom was life, and by whom all thin- 
ges were created, he faith: this was the true light, which 
doth illuminate all men , that come inta this world . In 
which wordes he {peaketh ee of mannes redem- 
ption nether yet of any light, which man receaueth ne- 
cetlarie for the fame: But onely of that i ign which was 
iuéto man in his creatid , a part whereof(how {mall fo 
euer it be doth yerremaine in man, and that not by his 
own power , but by the free gift of God , in whom weli-. 


ue,are moued,and haue our being.And thatthe Euange 


lift {peaketh nothing of the light of our redemption, is 
euident by his owne wotdes. For , before, and after he 
doth. witnes,that the light did fhine in darckenes, but | 
darckenes did not peta. ot it,that 1s receaue,& aknow- 


ledge it: That he came amongeft his owne,but his owne 


did not receaue him , that fuch as did receaue him were 
nether borne of blood,of the will of the ficth, nether yet 


_of che will of man,but of God. By which wordes it is ma- 


nifeft,that the Euangelift moft evidently declareth,that- 
the light of faluation is not cOmon vnto all , but y itis 


propre to thofe onely,y are borne of God. He do fur- 
ther teach , that all reafon , and naturall vnderftanding 
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‘which man hath by his firft birth,is fo choked, fo bline 
ded,and extinguifhed, that man mutt nedes be borne 
gaince, before he can fee the kinedome of God, that 
Chrift Iefus muft nedes illuminate thofe,chat be borne 
blinde,orels( without remedy )they fhall perith in their 
blindnes . And thus I fay the one text your mater doth 
falfely,and the other moft violctly wreft. But now to yd 
word es. Grd flowe,( fay you wrath,and ready te forgiue . He 
LAnfwer will be mereaced of all, fo that be biddeth all me eucrie where te repent, 
To and offereth fasth unto all men, [will not queftion with youat 
this time, why in this defcription of your true God, ye 
make n6 mention of the Sonne, which is the eternall 
wotd,and wifedom, of the eternall farher, nether of the 
holye Goft , who proceding from the father , is equall 
with the eternall Sonne. But this isthe one thing of w- 
| hich I did wonder in reading this your defcription.y ye 
omitte thefe properties,whic h God attributeth to him 
felf. Youdo continually repete that God is flow to w- 
rath,ready to forgiue,that he willerh all mé to be fiued, 
that he wilbe intreated of all mea ,that be willeth the | 
death of no creature. Which properties in God we con- 
ie fefle , and W fentences we acknowledge to be mott true, 
‘ifthey be rightely vnderftand. But do ye not like- 
wifeteach your fcholers,that God is zelous,that he is 4 
confuming fire he puniflicth the iniguitie of the 
fath ers,ypon the fonnes,vnto the third, and tourth ge- 
neration -and tharhis iufice can not {ufter finne to 
| fkape punifliment, no not cucn in his mott dereft chil- 
dren. Ye haucaccufed vs , that we deccauc the people, 
| 


, 


teach ing them acareles ,and libertine life. And ther- 
fote againe,I require the indifferent reader,to con 
fitder which of our doctrines giueth moft libertie : whee 
ther you that aftirme, that your true God wilbe intrea- 
ted of all , or we that conftantly mainteine , that God 
heareth no finners,or that fuch as delite in iniquiti¢,a- 
re fo odious in his prefeince, that althogh they crie,and 
howle in their calamities,y ct will he not heare thé. But 


a 
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now let vs examine your {criptures apart . God is lowe 
to wrath({ay you )rrue it is, but yet herecompéfeth the 
flownes of punifhment, with the eucritie of his iudge- 
mentcs, which hath bene, and thalbe executed againtt 
fuch as heapeto them {clues gods wrath,by abufing his 
long futteringes . He 1s readye to forgiue ; we acknow- 
ledge this to bethe voice of our God . But we feare not 
to attirme, thatthe remifsion of finnes, is the free gift 
of God,giuen to his Church by Chritte lefus,like as a- 
re faith and life euerlafting which are not commé6 to al 

men in generall,but particularly do apperteine to gods 
children, He will be intreaged of all(fay you)fo that he 
biddeth all men cuety wheresepent, and offereth faith 

Y our firft propofition is veterly fals , neither yet is Anfwes 
there any fuch fentence the hole {cripru- pyay, 
res. True it is that God is mercifull gentle liberall, Pro 30 
rector, Refuge, and Life to all. But to Wall? To fuch as 
hate iniquitie,louc vertue, lament for their finnes paft, 
eull ypon his Name in veritie ,and do vnfainedly feke 
for his helpe,in the day of their trouble Of all thefe no 
doubte,he will be intreated, how wicked, and vnthanck- — 
cuer th before But by. the comtraric 

he fpetke Bes. He hatéch 

iniquiete: Wil he fied him felf merciful 

to fuch as malicioufly do offend.But all the finners of § Pfal-75. 
earth fhalldrinck the dregges of that euppe which the 
eterngll holdech in his hande. For he willdeftroy all 

thofe that traitcroufly decline fr5 him . They thal crie, P/.is. 

buthe will not heare He fhall anfwere ynto thé,let your 

louers ,whom ye haue preferred to me’, deliuer you. 

Such as withdraw their eares fr6 § crie of the poore,fhal | 
erve,but fhal not be heard , yea albeit the blood thirftie 

wil multiple prarers and ftreatch forth their hades, yee 

will nor God heate thé. For his coiitenance is bet agaift 

all y comitre wickednes, And thus I fay you fhall neuer 

be able to prouc y God wilbe intreated you 
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can confute the holy Goft, and. make him,to recat the- 
fe,and innumerable other places. As mercy is promifed — 
to his children(for they onely call in veritie,they one- 
ly hate finne , and folow vertuc){o is {euere 1udgement 
pronounced againft the wicked of y world.None of the- 
fe fentences:God biddeth all men euery where to repét, 
and offereth faith to all men , are founde in thar fenle, 
and meaning that ye do vnderitad the,in the hole ferip- 
tures . True it is that Iai the Prophet,and Chrifte [elus 
him {elf with his Apoftles do call vpon all co come 
co repétance: But that generalitie, 1s re(trained by their 

own wordes,to thofe that thirft,thac hunger,that mour- 
ne,that are laden with finne, as before we haue taught. 

place of the Actes ye ether vnderttand not, or els 
* “willingly ye abufe it.For Paule faith not that God ofte- 
reth faith to al but fairh:thar he hath perfourmed to al, 
y promes W he made to m.n,W was to fend a Sauiour for 
mas redemption,by whome alfo he wil iudge the world, 
Confider the text, and you fhall vnderitand the mea- 
ning of the Apoitle to be fuch.you procede. es 
He is may do,and leawe undame , {0 
| be his pieajure. | 
Anfwer Theomniporécic of God , & of bis vii wemot 
coaftantly mainteine, bur we ca net y eur Gad 
be to yet 
| \ 2 Vv his odly wil deped vpon y wil,and d ipofition of mie 
For that were not ro ieaue gods will at tredome but to 
qd bring itvnder § bondage of his creatures. Furth er,the- 
ae ee fe wordes, God may do, and Jeaue vndone, what fo cuer 
We fhalbe his pleafure,do fmell fomwhat of one of your at- 
4 ticles offered vnto vs inthis churche, wherein fome 
, your fect doaffirme, ¥ God may be fully purpoted this 
| day to do one thing,and ¥ to mcrow he may repent, 
purpofed todo contrarie Which cogitarions © 
of of God are moft blafphemous,& wicked.For if his cou- 
 fels be mutable, and inconftant,then ceafeth he to be ¥ 
God,who nether is, nor can be changed. Ifyou had faid 
because God 1s omniporert! ne may do,and 
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ue vndonewhat fo cuer his good pleafure is , you had 
fatd well,wnderftanding, y the purpofe of God is infini- 
tev therfor of his good wall, he fo mollifieth ¥ heartes 
of fome men y of moft cruell,and enraged enneniics,a- 
rant his trueth,and poore feruantes, he maketh them 
and y fodeinly preachers of his Gofpell, and protectors 


_ to his Church, But when ve fay,be may do what fo ecuer 


is his good pleature,ye offer occafion to the captious to 


fulpecte y you wold aflirme, ¥ gods good wil, & pleatu- 


re may change, and ¥ is to deny his Godhead. But Iwill 
burden you no turther, then ve fhall plainely confetle, I 
onely put you in minde,that ¥ holy Gol yfeth no fuch 
porate. You procede funy, Nether ort pleafare ad wilt, that 


Te they 


ether Powarag, Semester amy ober d firme, and come to Anfwor 


Belcre we haue conf, fled y lanne is fo 
dious before God,v ta it can his goodacs neuer delyte, 
nether vercan he have pleafure in the deftruCtion of a- 
ny crecture.hauing relpedci to y uniffiment onely.But 
feing y gods glorie miil nedes fhyne in all his creatu- 
resyyea cuen in y perpetual damuation of farhan,& tor 
ment of the reprobateywhy fhal not he wil,and take plea 
fure,y fo it come to paffe. Albeit your phrenetique 


can not comprehend y brightnes therof, yet wil he 
— oneday declare y al his workes are wroght in iuftice,wi- 
-fedom,and equitie. [thin ke you will not deny, butthae 


Pharao,Semei,ludas and others, came to deftrugtion,li- 


as inthe end fhall all reprobate do. Then do I afke, if 


God at no time, for no purpofe, refpect, nor end did fo 
will,how then came their deftruction to pafle? By finnes 
fay you,that we denie not.but yet the queft1o 1s not an- 
{wered. For continually we demand,if in God there was 
not power, ether to haue impeded their finne,or yet af- 
ter chei\finneto haue called to repentance , if 
had fo pleafed his eternal wifedom, and goodnes Conit 


der your foly,and giue glorie to God,who doth what fo 


euer he will in sa 6 and in earth . But now to that w- 
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For he will the death ef ne creature bus will all mento be faued, pat te 
come te the kno Wledge of the trueti. 


and of the Apoftle fhall fhortly appere, after I haue rea- 
foned a litle with you, howthefe your propotitions do 
agree with that which goeth before . Ye haue attirmed 
that God is ready to mercie, and flow to wrath,in which 
wordes you fhew:and cofefle , chat in the God head the- 
re is readines to fhew mercy, and alfo that there is a iu- 


ftice,w muft execute wrath vp6 che difobedient. And fo 
in the nature of y Godhead ye cotetle mercy ad iuttice. 
But here you fay that God will the death of no creatu- 


re,but that he will all mien tobe faued . which lait wor- 


des being vnderitand:as yedo vrgethem , mutt dettroy 


the former nature of God,& take awayc his iuitice. For 
if he abfolucely will tchedeath of no creature , then will 
heno punifhment to folowe finne.And if he will no pu- 


nifhmee,then willetlrhe his iuftice to ceafe,and cole-, 


quently muft one of the properties of his godhie nature 
ceafe . Studie for an anfwere, to make your former wor- 
des,and latter wordes better agree, orels ye wilbe com- 
pelled ro céfefle,that God for fom retpect willeth both 
death and damnationto come vpon fome creatures. 
Further af God willeth all men to be faued,and to come 
tothe knowledge of thetrueth, and yet many do perifh 


‘in ignorice, and fhalbe condemned as ChriftIelus doth 


ronounce: then muftit ether folowthat gods will is 
mutable,and fo he vnconftant, and nor at all times like 
to him felf,or els that he is nor omnipotent.For if God 


at the hirft creation of man, wold all men to be faued (as. 
yealledge) then wold I know, when this will wis chan- — 


ged.After that man had offended, fay you. Then vet ha 
uclobteined,that in gods wiilthere was mutabilitie. 
‘Forafter finne he wold ,and by his fentence pronoun- 
eed.that Adam,and his pottcritie fhould rhe cor 
porall death, yea and thatthe fede of the ferpetir fhould 


haue the head broken downe, by the which 1s meat the 


How violetly you wreft the wordes of the Proph ct, 
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FPREDESs. 
fpirituall death, which nether of both (as you affirme) 
did God will before.If you reply gods will rowardes the 
faluation ofall mankind, did remaine the fame after 
finne,which was before:fora generall promes of deliue- 
rance was made,by che womins fede that was promifed. | 


Lhaue before plainely proued,that a difference 


maniteft becwext ¥ two fedes was made in that proimes: 
But admitting that the promes had bene generail, & fo 
that che wall of God this day remaineth the fame w- 
hich ve alledge it to be:to witt, that he willeth § death 
of no finner,but that he willeth al men tu be faued.Can 
you deny,but that a feparation, and diuifion of the fhe- 
pe, trom the goates , of from the reprobate, 
fhalbe made atthe glorious commig of y Lord Iefus? 
Shall northefe mott ioyfull be faid vnto thé¥ 
fhailitand vpon the right hand: Come ye the bletied of 
my father, poilefle the kingdome which was prepared 
tor you from the beginning ? And fhall not this moft — 
fearefull fentence be pronounced, and executed againft 
he other? Depart ye curfed, go to the fire prepared for 
the deuill,and for his angels?:Shall the Sonne of God in 
pronouncing fentéce, do any thing that day repugaing 
to the will ofh is heauenly Father? [think you will nor 
{fo afirme. Then if gods willin cheday of iudzement 
fhalbe chat many fhalbe adiudged to tormét pe: petual, 
and his will inthe creatidn of man was,and rhisday yet 
remaineth that all men fhilbe faued, then of necefsitie 
it doth folow that gods will fhall change.IF you fay thac 
death , and damnation cometh notby gods will, butby 
the finne, and vnbelief of mas, you hauereleued your 
{elf nothing. for if death be one thing,and life be an o- 
ther.damnation onething,and faluation an other. Thé 
if God this day will all men to be faued , and fo to haue 
lite, and vet that day he fhall will many to be damned 
to torment perpetuall(what caufes fo ever alledge) 
I fhall obteme one of two, to witre, that ether gods will 
18,and may be mutable , that there is a power 
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394 AGAINST THEADVERS, 
oe to his maieftie , and godly will . For if willingly 
¢ fhall damne thofe,whom before he wold,and had de- 
termined co faue, then is his will ,and determination 
changed . And if he fhall damne thote vnwillingiy,whé 
willingly he wold haue {aued , then is he not omnipo- 
tent .Confider now vpon whom falleth the {nowe , and 
who do caft them felues in greateft abfurdities . Nowit | 
refteth to declare howviolently ye wreit the wordes of 
the Prophet,& of the Apoftle. The Prophcte {peaking 
inthe perfonne of God, faith, will not the death ofa 
finner,but rather that he conuert, and liue. And the A- 
pofile afhrmeth that God will all mento be faued and 
—tocome cto the knowledge of the tructh . Hereuponye 
conclude,God will the death of no crearure,this 1s your 
firft violence, which you do to the text. For the Pro 
het faith not:l will he death of no creature, but faith, 
will notthedeath ofafinner. Ye are not ignorantl 
fuppofe, what difference there is betwext an vniueriall: 
negatiuc,& an indefinite,or particulare.Where ye laye 
God willeth thedeath of no creature, ye {peake gene 
‘rally,and vniuerfally excepting none . But fo doth not 
the Prophet,for he faith not,I will the death of no cree 
ture,nether yet I will the death of no finner, but fimply 
faith : Twillnotthedeath of afinner . wonder thatye 
contider not , that as there is difference berwext creatu- 
res,and creature,fo that alfo there 1s ditterence berwext 
finners, and finner .Some creatures are appointed 
death, forthe vic,and fuftentarion of mi. And dareyo 
fay ,that this isdone againft gods will? we be caught 
the contrarie by his owne mouth . If you corretti0g 
your gencralitie fhall fay , that you meane onely that 
God will thedeath of no man. And I feare not 
ioynewith you, and againft you ro aflirme : that G 
hath willed ,doth will ,and fhall will the death of {ome 
men. The holy Goft {peaking of the tonnes of He 
nigh Prichtfaith:But they did not heare the vor 
ce ofthe Father,becante the Lord wold kilthem.a 
Moiles 
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OF GODS PREDEST 395 
Moifes faith , Sihon king of Hef bon wold not fuffer vs 


to palle through his cuntrie, for the Lord thy God did Deu.» 


harden his minde, and ftrengthen his heart, y he fhoule. 
giuc him into thy handes.How often doth Mofes,& Io- 
fuadeclare vnto the people, that God wolde kill , roote 
outc and deftroye thofe wicked nations from before the | 
tice of his people? And were all chofe kinges,whom Io-' 
fuadid kill,killed againtt gods will? The holy Goft af- 
fimeth the contrar:e: For it is written, the Lord did 
trouble them before Ifrael, and he did ftrike them with 
-agreat flaugheter. And whilethat they did flee before 
the Ifraelires, and were in the defcenfe of Bethorony 


the Lord cat downe vpon them from heauen greate 


ftones,and many more perifhed by the haile ftones, thé 
were laine with the (werd of the children of Ifrael . If 
thed eitruction,flaug heer, &d eath of thefe wicked inen, 
and of the greate hoft of Senacherib was not the will of 
God not tell how man fhalbe affured of his will. 
For the plaine word did before promife , that the Lord 
fhould deftrove them , and the fact dorh witnes the con 
itacie,and petfourmance of his will,and the fame th ng 
doth God this day , & Malldoto the ende of the world, 


~ when he fhall adiudge the pee (as before is faid) 


tothedeath perpetuall; and that not againit his will, 
but willingly,for the manifeftation of his tuft wdge- 


-mentes, and declaration of his owne glori¢c.And there- 


fore I fay your faying, God willeth the 
death of no creature) is mani 

encth to gods iuftice,and to his euidét {criptures. The 
minde of the Prophetes was to ftirre {uch as had decli- 
ned from God,to retume vnto him by true repentance. 


‘And beeaufe their iniquitics were fo many, & offenfes. 


fo greare, that iuftly they might haue defpaired of 1c 
ini{sion,merci¢,and grace: therefordoth the Prophet 


for the better aflurance of thofe thar fhould , 


firme, that God delireth not, nether willeth the death | 
ofthe wicked. But of which wicked?of him no doubte 


| | 


eftly fals, as it that repu- 
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that truely fhoulde repent,in his death did not, nornes 
uer fhal God delyte.But he deliteth to be knowé a God, - 
thar fheweth mercye grace, and fauor to {uch , as vnfei- 
nedly call for the fame, how greuous fo cuer their for- 
mer otfenfes haue bene. But tuch as continue obftinate 
intheir impietie, haue no portion of thete promifes. | 
Forthem will God kill,echem will he deftroye,and them 
will he chruft by y power of his word in to h ¢ firewhich 
neuver'fhalbe quenched. The Apottle in thefe wordes: 
God willeth all mé to be faued,& to come to the know. 
ledge of the tructh {peaketh nor of cucry man, and of 
euery particulare perfone. Bur of all men in generall, 
thatisto fay, of men of all eftates, all conditions , all 
reales, and all ages.For as in Chritte there is ne 
ther Gentilesnether man,nor woman, free man, 
nor feruant, butall are one inhim,focan no ettate , no 
condirion of man, no realme, nor no age be proued fo 
wieked,and fo corrupt,but out of the like hath God cal 
led fome to the participation of his light, and to {a}ua- 
tion, and life by Chrifte lefus.and that this is the v 
naturall meaning of the holy Goft, the texte it fel 
doth witnes. For the Apoftle immediatly before wil 
Jeth praiers,and fupplications to be made for all mén, 
for Kinges,and for all shatwere placed in authoritiél 
And becaufe that the Church was chiefely opprefled by 


‘4 fuch,this doubte m ight hauerifen: Are we then bound 
to pray tortholethat are exprefle., and coniured enne- 
mies againit God? You are,faith the A poltle:for that is 


good,and aceeptible beforeGod our Sauior,who willall 
men to be faued . That is, God willeth youto pray for 
your perfecuters, thatcheireves may be opened, and 
they conuerted to the liuing God : who no doubt will 
faue tome of all eftates,of all cond itids and vocatios 

men. Forthe natids are giuen to Chrifte lefus by inhe 
ritance: Kinges fhalbe the feders of the Church : Que 
nes fhalbe nurtes: And in his holy temple.fhall all fing 


praife. If this interpretacion (which we doubt not 
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theverie meaning of the holy Goft,ca not fatiffie you. 

Then will Lathe of you): IfGod will men otherwife to 
be faued then by Chirifte lefus? or as the Apottle {pea- 
keth , by comming to the knowledge of the veritie? 
Plaine it is,that by the wordes of the Apoftle ye ci con-— 
clude none otherwite. Boras he faith God will all men 
to be faued, fo doth he adde, and willeth all men to co- 
mecothe knowledge of the veritie. Which word (wil- 


Teth) albeit it benot exprefledly repeted inthe fecond 


mebre, yet of necefsitic, 1 mutt be vnderftand, as thofe 
that be but meanly fenein the greke, or latine tongue 
do cuidently fee: Then if I fhall fuffigiently proue, 
that God willeth not all men , co come to the knowled- 


geoftheveritie, in fuch fort ,asthe Apoftle meaneth, 


fhallit notinfallablve folow,thar God willnet all men 
to be faued,in fuch fenfe as you vnderftand. That God 
willeth not allmen tocometo the knowledge of that 
veritie,by the which man ts verely made free from the | 
bodage of fathan,is cuidét,not onely by thofewhom we 
do fee walke in darknes, and ignorance,but alfo by the 
manifeft {rriptures of God ,who called Abraham,ma- 
king to him , and to his fede the promes , of faluation, 
faying: Lwill be thy God, and the God of thy fede alter 
thee which promes he kept fecrcte many ages from the 
reft of the world. Whe he did notifie his lawvnto Ifrael, 
and when Mofes did repere the fame, he faid: Behold I 
haue laid before you th 

&ion,and execration,chofe therefore life,that thou,and 
thy fede may liue. IfGod wold that all men, and all na- 
tions inditferérly fhould come to the fame knowledge, 
why were not the lawes,ftacutes,and iudgemeétes of God 
made mani felt to others,as they were to Ifracl ? And 
you anfwer that fo they were.the holy Goft thall courct 
you of a lic. For he affirmeth,that God had not done to 
ro all nations,and that his iudgemétes he had not reue- 
led,nor made knowen vato them. Bur if chat plaine di- 
uifion made by Ged lrim felfe betwext lew, and Getile, 


isday life, and death , bened1- Deu.j0 
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3988 AGAINST THE AD VE RS. ” 
during the time of the law,doth not fully fatiftie you, 


Heare yet the fentence of our Matter Chrift lefus , who 
faith to his difciples : To you it is given to vnderitand 
the fecretes of the kingdom, but vnto others in para- 
bles, that hauing cyesthey fhould not fee. And ¥ moft 
plainely in that his folemned thickes giuing,he faith: 
I praife the } father for ¥ halt hidde thele thinges from 


the prudent, and from the wife,but ¥ haftreueled them | 


to litle ones. If God wold haue had thetru knowledge 
of him felte , and of his Sonne Chrift lefus commonto 
_all,why fhould Chrift him feite aftirme y to fome it wag 
g' uen,&to others it was nor giuen?to fome it was reues 

ed,& fro others it was hidde? And therefore feing itis 
plaine y God will not giuchis true knowledge toall 
(yea to fome he doth neuer offer it)ve fhall neuer bear 
ble to proue that God will all men to be faued . For the 
onely meanes to atreine to faluation, and to life, isto 
know ,and embrace God to be our mercifull father in 
Chrifte Iefus , to w knowledge who fo cuer doth notat- 
seine(I meane of thofe come to yeares &age of 
cretion )can haueno aflurice to be faued. This were fuf- 
ficient to cuict you, even in your owne cofcience. For 
albeit malice will nor fuffer you to oi ue place to y plai- 


neveritie, yet fhall the weight therof fo oppreile yout 


ride that when you do open your mouth againft ityet 
Il ye be witnefles cucn againft y6 felues. But yet for 
the caufe of my fimple i eré,] will adde two thinge 
firft,how all fuch places,as ether make ageneral promés 
of faluation to all,or yet that do pronounce gods wr 
againft all, muft be vnderftand finners 
they’are,wofe death Gdd will not.For the firft I fay that 
who fo cuer doth denie that from the beginning there 
hath bene,this day are,and to ¥ ende fhall remaineewe 
armies,bandes,or companies of men, whom God in his 
eternall counfell hath fo deuided,that betwext thé the- 
re cotinueth a bartell, w neuer fhalbe reconciled,vat! 


the Lord Iefus put a finall endetothe miferies of his 
| Church 
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Church: who doth not vinderttand the tructh of this (1 
fay doth nether know God, nether his Sonne Chrilt Ie- 
fus:nether yetdo fuch,beleue his word,in Wyboth ¥ one 
fort, & y other, are moft manifeftly exprefled. The one 
of thefe Armies , is called the Church of God the elect 
Spoufe of Chrifte lefus , ¥ fhepe appointed to flaughter, 
the kingly prieithode , te fonnes of God, and the peo- 
ple redemed . by ancient writtets it istermed the citie 
‘of God. The other is called the finagoge of faran,the 
church malignant, crucll, dceceat full, and bloodthiritie 
wolues , Progenic of vipers , fonnes of the deuill , wor- 
kers of iniquitic,and fuch as worfhip the beaft, and his 
image. And according to the divers natures ,coditions, 
and endes of thefe nwo companies ,doth the {cripture 
pronounce generall fentences, and 
tions,which not withftiding muft be reftreined to tho- 
feofwhom the holy Golt meaneth. Fornether iuitly 
may thofe fentences {poken of gods elect,be referred 
tothe reprobare,nether yer fuch as be fpoken of the re- 
ay sce forte, be rightly applied to the elect, except it 
for terrifying of their conf{cience,and that onely for 
aceafon. as’ Chrift Icfus called. Peter fachanas : and Na- 
than culled Dauid the Sonne of death, I will adduce ex- — 
amples of the onc fort, and of the other.that the mater 
may be more cuident. The Prophet Mai (which place 
alfo our Matter alledgeth ) {peaking of gods clect chil- E/4.5+ 
dré,faith: They fliall all be taught o God and they fl:all 
know me fré the leaft to the greatcft. I fhall powre forth deel. 
of my {pirite, on all ficfh. All ficth fhall fee the falua- 44: 
tion of God. TheLordraifeth vp all that fall. All. 
the inhabirantcs of the earth fhall iuftice. All 
men fhall come out of Saba. All thy people fhable 
iuft. Ifhall comfort a!l that mourne. You beall the ¢0 
Sonnes of God ye bealltheSonnes of light. Thefe, 
and many mo places,which be vniuerfally fpoken,mutt one 
be reftreyned to gods children oncly , who be elected Tf 
in Chrifte Iefus. Forthofe that be without his body, © 
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_ arenether taught of God, nether yet knowthey God,in 
fuch fort as the Prophet there meaneth. Into them is 
neuer powred the f{pirite of fanctification : They giue 
neucr ynto Ged true honor, and glorie: They nether 
Jearne iuitice,nerher yet ate thev 1uit: They are nor the 
fonnnes of God by aduption , nether vet the fonnes of + 
light, whofe workes fhine before mento the praife of | 
our heauenly father.But remaine ignorant, prophang, 
idolaters, filthie perfones, replenifhed with darckenes, 
as the fonnes of the deuill . And therefore can net the- 
fe former fentences,which appetteine to gods children | 
| onely, be rightly {poken , or pronounced of the repro- 
pjal.zt bate. Ofthe other fort,iris faid: All that fee me ha- 
ue mocked me,they put furth their rogues, thev fhake 
their heades. Thefe wordes {pake Dauid in the perfo- 
ne of Chrifte, and yet God forbid,that we fhould think 
that all ( without exception) did fo mocke, and ieftat 
Chrifte,no.not euen in his ercateft extremitie. For fo 
me,we reade,{tode belide his crotie with forowfull hear- 
tes .Somc returned,giuing open confeflion that he was 
the Sonne of God. And therhefe began to bea preacher, 
evewhen othersdid moft difpitefully rayle. And there- 
fore where it is faid:all that faw me,did mocke me, that 
generalitie muft be refireined to thofe enraged dogges 
the Prieftes , Scribes , wicked fouldiours , and moft va- 
thakfull people, who of verye malice did deny ,and ert- 
cifietheir Lord,and MeMias that was promifed.1{a1, and 
Jeremie, {peaking of the deftruction of Icrufatem, and 
yan of the caufes of the fame, fay:I fhail confume you alla 
once, and ye fhall all be afhamed , by a people that fhall Bp 
not profit you, They haueall folowed their owne wait. 
Euery man gapeth for bribes.Why will ye contend with 
a me,ye haue all declined from me. From the leaft t0 ry 
teres =the moft, eucrie one1s bent vpon auarice they are al} el 
traitours , they areall (I fay )traitours , euery brother 
deceaueth another.All men contemne me,all men hold § br 


in execration, Ifthefe,and other lyke places 
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vaderftand fo yniuerfaly ,.as they appereto be fpoken, 


then muft we be compelled to fay,that no truc fearer of 


‘God remayned in lerufalem , when the Prophetes did » 


preach,but chat all were blood thirftie,all auaricious,all 
idolaters, and alldummedogges:the contrarie wherof 
is euidently declared . For Ifa1 had the children whom 


7 theLord had giuen ynto him,,who albeit they were 


holden as moniters amonge men yet,did they patient- 
lye abide the Lord. Ictemic had Baruch his faithfull, 
{cribe not with{tiding his weaKenes, and infrmitie. A+ 
bedmelech feared the Lord , was fauourable to-the Pro- 
phete,and therefore faued he his foule for a praye, and 
was delivered from that day of vengeance. And the. 
rcforethefe vniuerfall fentences mutt alfo be reftrey- 
ned, and kept within their own boundes, likeas thefe: » 7; 4 
All hauclett me ,all feke the hinges , that apperteine 
vnto them felues,and not thofe thinges that be of God, 
Which fentéces(exceprthey be reftreined )we fhall con- 
demne the deareft children ofGod,who in Paules daies 
did valiitly fight againft the prince of this world. The- 

fe examples of the one foirc, & of the other I hauc ad- 


duced, to lette the fimple vnderftand that fuch general 


fentences be fo reftreined, that diffe- 
rence may be kept berwext the elect,and the reprobate. 
For els we fhall do nothing in expianing {criprures,but 
confound light,with darcknes. For ifthe wordes of our 
Maiter Chritte Iefus faying : All fhalbe taught of God, The wie 
fhalbe fo generally vid {tad , that no exception be ad- ked be 

mitted , then of it is, chat all men, and euery 
perfone fhall come to thetrue know! “age of Chritfte Ge 

lefus. for of that Knowledge doth he {peake in that,pla- a 
cc. But the contraric thereof is mofte euident, cuen by — 
Chrifte Iefus his owne wordes, who putteth a plaine dif dees 

ference betwext them , that be giuen to him by his fa- gears of 
ther,and berwextthem,that be not giuen.But now let vs finner 
briefly confider,what finners,they are whofe death God ¢xp/a- 


will noe,but rather hat they conucrt & lyue.Sain& thon 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS, 
in his Epiftle faith:1f we fay, we haue no finme we deceaé 
ue our {clues,& the veritie is not in we cofelle our 
finnes,he is Faithfull & iuft, to remitte to ys our finnes; 
and to clenfe vs from all vnrighteoulnes &c. And after: 
Who foeucr commiteth finne tranfgrefleth alfo law, 
for finne is thetranfgreflion of the law. And ve knee 
¥ he is reucled to take away our finnes,and in him isno 
finne.As many as byde in him (¥ is inChriifte Tefus) fia 
not : who focuer finneth hath not fene him nether hath 
knowé him &c.He comittcth finne ts of the deurll,for 
thedeuil finneth fro ¥ beginning &c.who focuer is bor 
ne of God committch not finne, for his fede abideth in 
him nether can he finne,becaule he is borne of God.Of 
W wordes it is cuidét,y there be two fortes of finners,the 
one be they who mourne,lamét,and bewaile their owne 
wretchednes, and miferie vnfainedly before God, céfel: 
fing not onely that their holenarure is finfull and ‘cor- 
rupebur alfo y dailie they fo offend Maicftic of theit 
God,y¥ moft iuftly they deferue the rormentes of hell,if 
Chrittes iuftice, & Chriftes mediation (w by flith they 
embrafefhould not deliuer them from the wrath to ¢0 
me. To thefe is not finne imputed.for y blood of Chri- 
fte purgeth them from all finne,his aduoc:ztion, and in- 
eerceflion, maketh to thé an enterance to the throne of 
their fathers grace. To thé is giuen the {prrit of fan@i- 
fication,wW from time,to time,as it reucleth their finnes 
fo doth it mortifie, & purge the fame. Not that cuer in 
this life gods elect hath bene, are, or fhalbe fo cleane 
purged from finne,V the Ach lufteth not againtt che {pi 
rit, as fometimes aftirmed the Pellagians,& thofe that 
then were called Carhari, that is cleane purged, ind now 
alfo do the Anabapriftes renew the fame mott peftilent 
error: by the which Chrift Ielus his iuftice,his office 
and perpetuall mediation, is veterly deftroyed : in fuch 
fort I faye are not yods childré purged in this life, that 
nether they fele finne, nether yet the morids, & entile 
métes of the fame. Bur they are fo purged y finne rig 
| net 
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_as they are firft called from darcknes to light & fr6 the 


for from all eternitie they were his elec childré,whom 


—heis toward vs ,while that he will none 


Cainto murther the innocent, with Pharae to oppref- 


and profefied veritie:and finally fodelyte they in all file. 
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acth not in their mortal! bodies. for the fedé 6 God, 


which is the vertue power,efficacic,and operation of his 
holie {pirite (uffereth them not to delyte in finne : but 


ss aaa to the libertie of gods children, fo 
when they finne(as there is none that finneth not) they 
are called againe by true repentance to their former {o- 
cictie and felowfhip with Chrifte Iefus . Thedeath of 
fuch finners did God neuer will, nether yet can he will, 


he gaue to his deare Sonne,to be his enheritace, whom 
the Sonne receaued into his protection, and fauegard, 
to whome he hath manifefted. and ro the ende,fhall ma- 
nifeft him felfe , and the louing kindes o f his heauen- 
fie facher : In whofe hearres he writeth the law of God, 
and maketh them to walke in his commandementes,e- 
ucr thirfting toa further,and more perfect iuftice then 
they find within them {clues by reafon of their corru- 
I fay of thofe finners God will not,but 
ewill that they repent,and liue. The A poftle faint Pe- 
ter faith : The Lord chat hath promifed,is not flow, but ,.pee.; 


co perifh,but will receaue all ro repentice. The Apoftle 
here meaneth not, y al,without exception,fhalbe recea- 
ued to life by true repentance, bur y thé caufe why God. 
fo long deterreth(as it were)y extreme iudgement, is.y 
the electnomber of gods children may be complete,(as 
anfwere was giuen to thofe y cried vnder the aulter 
be reuenged vpon the tyrannes that dwell on the earth) 
of thefe his elect children , God will none to perifh, as 
before is faid. But there is an nother fort of finners far- 
reditferent from thefe. For nether arethey difpleafed 
w thé felues,nether yer hate they iniquitie, but againtt 
gods exprefle comandementes furioufly they runne w 


le the people of God , with Iudas to betray the knowen, 
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thines,& impictic,that they ean not repent. The eyes of 

fuch be blinded,their heartes,are hardened, they are 

uen ouer in to a reprcbate:minde.And for thé doth not 

_ Chritte Lefus pray, and therefore they can do nothing 

but headlonges runne from euill to worfe, as thede- 

will(to whofe tyranny th ey are committed ) doth driue 

them ,till finally they cometo perdition : which ende 

was appointed vntothem not againtft gods will , but by 

his will smmutable in his eternall countcll.For no lets 

{e will heychat the feueritic of his iudgementes be fen 

ne in thevellels of wrath,thé chat the riches of his gra- 

ce be praifed in the veilels of mertcie. Storme, 

ge , {pew furth your venom,and blafpheme till ye pro- 

uoke gods vengeance at once to be powred forth vpoa 

your ownce heades, this fentence will he ncuer retracte: 

He will haue mercie, vpon whom hewill have mercy, 

Jo the and whom hewill, he maketh hard hearted. That God 

6 inhim felfe hath but one will, which is holy , iuft, and 

permaneng,that in him chere is no contraritie : that he 

is faithfull,and doth perfourme what foeucr he doth 

promife. What we vaderftand by gods fecrete will, and 

how he temptch no man , I before fulficiently de- 

clared. And therefore, willnottruble the reader with 

the repetitid of the fame.Now let vs heare what is yout 
iudgement of ys,and how ye extolleyour {elues. 


E ADVERSARIE. 


The As thefe coddes be of contrarie nature [0 do they becette childrenefa 
46.{C~ contrarie nature, the fals God proud ambiciouft, 
43 ion, 47d enus fill ciildren,blosdy perfecutors of others for their faiky 
eusll fpeakers :mpacient, contencioufé and feditious children. And 
be like ware thesr father that they fpeake one thing with their mont! 
and think an other with their heart. They can neuer be without pitty 
thoghres wicked motions fer [uch poyfon do they receaue f theer fatier 
The trew God begetteth merciful , humble , lewlye , and chil- 
dren, abhorring from blesd, perfecuting no man,good [peakers patient, 
detefting all cententios chiding and brawiing,and they be (ike thest 
father an thatwhat foeuer they fpeak wath therr mouth, they ghink with 
their heart they be al waies meued With theghtes and qedlyr 
trons for fuck grace receane they plemecoufly of their father. 
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OF GODS PREDEST.’ A ape 
It may feme by the defcription of ‘thefe your, two 
goddes (for nether of both , as yedefcribe them, is the 
true living, & cternall God) that ye ftudie t6 Fenew the 
danable error of the Manichies , who imagined two be- 
ginners, the onc of all goodnes,and of all good ¢rearu- 
res , the other of all iniquitie, and of wicked creatures: 
affirming further that Ke good,and the mercifull God 
was ouercome for acime,by him thar was wicked,and e- 
uill, And becaufe that the plaine {eriptures did confute 
thefe blafphemies,therefor did they denice the authori- 
tic of Moifes, and the cerrentie of all other f{criptures 
that made any thing againgt their error. If manifettly 
yedid take vpon you the defenfe of thofe your fa- 
thers, as that yedo of Pellagius, of Donatus,and of the 
Papittes (for of all thefe adulterous fathers, ye be adul- 
tcrous children ) then wolde I from Auguftine (whom 
God fiitred vp no doubte in the daics of darckenes 
most learnedly, and moft plainely by infallible {cripru- 
res to cofute thofe heretics) from him, I fay I might ta- 


artilevie all ready prepared able inough to ouer- 


throw your buildinges,and munitions,appere they ne- 
ucr fo ftrong.But becaule(as before I hauce faid)my pur 
pofe is not ro burden you further , then youdo confef- 


— fe:I onely admonifh the reader to be ware of fuch pefti- 


lences ,as beginne to call the trueth of God reueled in 
his holy aed in doubt,and do perfuade mento credi- 
te dreames, and reuclations, how focuer they appere to 
repugne to that which is reucled in the word . Of fuch 
mea I fay.oght Chriftes dock to take hede ,as alfo of 
thofe who make of ¢guall authoritie fuch bookes , as 
yetthe holy Goft hath neuer cémended to the Church 
of Chrifte, with chefe chatare written by Moifes, the 
Prop hetes, the Euangcliftes, and Apoftles , and that by 
inf{paration of the ho! y Gott . That fome of you be in- 
fected with this moft peftilent poifon,[am able to pro- 
uc by moargumentes then one. Being at London the 
| Cc. iil, 
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406 AGAINST-THE ADVERS. 
the winter before the death of king Edward, onejof 
our faction required fecrete communication of me, 
in which after that earneftly he had required of meclo 
fenes, and fidelitie, becaufe thar the maters that he had 
to communicate with me,were fo weightic, and of fuch 
importance , as fythence the daies of the Apoftles,the 
like was neuer opened vito man. In the ende,after ma- 
ny wordes( which I nether gladly heard, nether A will 
now write) he gaue mea boke , written (as he faid) by 
God,cuea as well as was any of the Euigeliftes. This his 
booke he adiured me (as it were)to reade, and required 
to haue my tudgement Of it. My anfver was,thar at his 
regueft I wold reade it, fo that he wold be cétent to rea- 
fon with me of thechiefe pointes inthe fame contei- 
ned, butto pronounce fentence, or iudgement , that 
could I not viurpe,being but one man farre inferior to 
many of my brethern, y preachers of gods word in that 
realme. Alwaies he vrged me to reade his booke.Andl 
wodering what myfteries it fhould céteine,called to me 
a faithtull brother,whothen(as pleafedGod )was prefent 
with me,named Hery Farrour marchit, to whom I ope 
ned the mater by whofe counfell,and in whofe prefence 
Ibeganne to reade his boke. The firft propofition whe- 
rof was:God made not the world, nether yet the wicked 
creatures,in the {ame conteined,but they had their be 
inning from a nother, thar is from the deuill , whois 
called iB. Prince of the world. which propofition plam 
ly repugning, to gods word, did impugne, and begine 
to declare Varo him , for what caufe a had rharti- . 
tle,to be called the Prince of ¥ world. But he vrrerly de- 
nying ether to reafo,and difpute, ether yet to be refor- 
med in any point that there was written,commaded me 
to readc forward, & to beleuc, howbeit I did not vnder- 
ftand.To whom, vhen I had gentilly faid:Can any realo 
nable man will meto beleue thinges directly aghei"é 


againit gods veritic and plaine word reueled 
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faid he ; for your written word , we haue as good, and as 
fure a word, and veritie , that teacheth vs this do@rine, 
as ye haue for you, and your opinié. And thé I did mo- 
re fharpely anfwere faing:ye deferue the death,asablaf- 
phemous perfon, and denier of God, if ye preferre any 


_ word tothat which the holy Goft hath vrtered in his 


plaine feriprures. At which wordes hetoke pepper in 
nofe , and {natching his boke furth of my hand depar- 
ted after he had thus {poken : I will goo tothe ende of 
the world ,but I will haue my boke confirmed , and fub- 


with better learned men then you be.In me 


fefle there was greare negligéce, that nether did reteine © 
his boke,nether yet did prefent him to the Magiftrate. 
But yet this argument I haue, that your faction is not 
altogether cleane from the herefie of the Manichices. I 


_could name, and point torth others, who labour inthe 
fame difeafe: but fo long as their venomdothremaine 


fecrete,withinthem felues, lam purpofed to {pare thé. | 
But nowy you accufe ys to be vnmercifull,proud, ambi 

cious ,and enuious children , bloody perfecuters of o- 
thers for their confcience fake, euil{peakers,impatiét, — 
contentious,and feditious children, that we {peake one 

thing with our mouthes,and thinke another 1n our he- 
artes. And that ye extolle your felues, that ye are mer- 


_ cifull,humble,& louing children, abhorring fr6 blood, 
> perfecuting noman , good {peakers , pacient, and dete- 


{ting all contention: That you be all waies moued with 
good thoghtes, and godly reuelatiés,for fuch grace re- 

ceaue you plenteontly of your father. Tothe whichI 
briefely an{were, that becaufe we haue a iuft iudge,who 
fhall reuele the fecretes of all heartes, we will rather fu- 


ftcine to be of you, vniuftly aecufed , then become 


proud braggers of our owne iuftice, as yoube,w finne is 
{o odious in gods prefence ¥ he hath neuer {uttered it 
vnpunifhed,eué before men. Fortie yeres & more hath 


¥ Euagile of Chrifte Iefus bene preached in Germanie, 


Ces 
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408 AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
in Heluetia , and nowof latter yeres in Geneua « and fo 
Jong hath chi is dottrine bene taught of fome, and hath 
bene beleued of many, but what crueltic, what miurthes 
ot What fedition, can iuftly j be laid tothe charge of tho 
fethat moft conftanrly haue taught and mainteined 
fame? lerthe world conuiétthem. And how farre their 
life abhorreth trom pride, ambition,and filthines hath 
God witnefled,and to rfiis daye doth witnes,how to cuct 
‘Sathan doth blinde your eyes. . But fone after that God 
had fowen his good fede , began the deuil] to fowerhe 
‘cockell,and darnell , I meane peitilent fecte of 
baprittes , whote trutes did fodeinly appere tothe great 
flander of Chrittes Euangill,, and to the grief of many 
godly heartes.Bragge whar ye liit of your suttice, of 
anercie,of vour godly reuelations,and other fucl, yea- 
‘rethe brethern,mainterners,and children of thofe inw- 
hom the contrarie was plaineiy found : your doctrine 
and theirs,are both one. and therfor of you can we loe- 
kefor none other frute (vnies that God reftrein your 
furie)thé your fathers hawe once produced before you. 
And tharthereaders fhall nor be ignorant, what it was,l 
“have added this Hufterie, written by that most frithful, 
and nerable witnes ofirhinges done in maters of rebt- 
gion, firhence the begining of the Empireof Charles 
‘che fittevnell the y ere of 155 6,which Hiftoric] adde 
(as God, take to record ) of no priuate malice , which! 
beare againft any perfonne , but onely that the worlde 
may fee, what was your ortginall, how vniuftly yeacc- 
fevs of fuch crimes, as lay to our chat 
ge,and how iuftly ali men oghtro feare thar confution 


which ve intend ,if God be ouerthrow not youl 
Hiftoria enterprifes. The Hiftorie and vour originall is this. 

Sledani There isatownenamed Alitet,in the borders of 
libro 5. Turingta vader the dominion of the Duke of Saxd E- 

lector, roche which towne came one Thomas Muncel 

began firtt roteach not onely againft the Pope, but 

alfo Luther, both their doctrines 00 
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and thatthey oghero norifh their beardes. Thefethin- 
ges and fuch like,hecalled the crofle,the mortilication 
of the ficth,& difciplme.After they are thus furnifhed, p 
places, out of mennes compagnie, and often to thiake 


teofys or no, H Chrifte fuffered for vs cur religion 
were notto bepreferred tothe Turkesreligion. And 


‘fhe fhew not fome figne immediatly , y we fhould ne- 


doth iniurie in not giuing afigne 


Teugled his will by dreamics, and that he laid in them 
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be corrupred,and vnpure : that che Pope bound mennes 
conteiences with lawes, and bandes:againe,that 
Lutherdowfed thole bandes, bur yet finned onthe con- 
trariepartesin giuig to much libertie,and in preaching 
thofe thiges,that were nutof the fpirite.He taught alfo 
thac it was lawful co detpife the popes decrees:, becaute 
they-were of no force ro bring vs to faluation, which to — 
atteine vito (faid he ) moft chiefly y we fhould auoyde 
ail manifeft iniquities, as murgher,adulteric,& blaipre 
ming of the nameof God, thatthe bodie fhould be cha 
ftifed and broghtibow with tafting,and fimpleclothing, 
that men oght to fafhion their countenance to looke The hp 
fadly,and grauely, thatrbev fhould {peake but feldom, 


Anaba- 
ites 


and prepared ( faid-he )they oght to haunt folitaric 


ot God,what manera one he 1s,whether he haue any ca- 


that we fhould atke a figne of God toaflure vs that hera 
keth care for vs , and that we ftand in the trew religion. 


verth clesigo forward , praying inftacly, yea & vehemet- 
ly quarreling with God, as if hedid vs not right. That 
{cing it is his will,as the {cripture teacheth vs , to give 


to him char detireth the true knowledge of him. This 
kinde of chiding, and anger he {aid,ro be verie accepra 
ble vnto God. becaute that by it he might perceaue the 
feruct inclination of our mindcs. And that he wold yn- 
doubredly (ifan this maner we did folicite him) decfa- 
re him felt by fome manitet figne,that he wold quench 
the thirit of our mides . And deale with vs, as he did in 
times paft,with our fathers. This alfo he taughe, God 
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the foundation of his purpofe. And if it chanced that 


any mans dreame might be interpreted,him he highly 


extolled openly beforethe aflemblie. And when by 


this meanes he had gotten many on:has fide , by litle, 
and litle,he came to the fame, which he went about ali- 
tle before: and in the forenamed towne he began to re- 
gefter their names which (being of his cofideracic) we- 
ref{worneto ayde him, in flaying the wicked Princes, 
& magifirates,ind in placing new in their rowmes . For 


he faid that hehad receaued that commandement of 
Ged, to take them away & to‘conttitute new. So long as _ 
he {pake but of dreames,& fuch other lyke thingessFri— 


derike duke of Sax6 did beare with him , efpecially be- 
caufeLuther by leters required him fo to do.but whé he 
began to preach {edicioufly, he was banifhed,who(after 
he had lurked in corners certen monethes) cameto No 
riberge,and being alfo thruft from théce, alitle after he 
came to Milhufium a towne of Turingia. For whenhe 


was at Aliter he had entifed to him fome of the cities | 


by whofe helpe he obteined the office of teaching. And 


_becaufethe magiftrates lyked himnot, he raifed 
-anuitamongeft the people,wherby new mag ftrates we 
Te created. This was y beginning of trouble. after thefe 


thingeés the townefmen caft out the monkes , and ins 
ded their houfes ,wherofthe chiefeft and richeft fell t0 
Muncers lotte , who now played both the preacher , and 
the magiitrate.For iud gement (faid he fhould be give 
by thereuclarion of God, and of the feripture. And 

all other thin ges he gaue fentéce, as 1t pleafed him:fot 
whatfoeuer he faid, it femed to them moft holy. That 
their — fhould be in common,he faid, was moft a- 
greablero humanitie. That all oghtto be equall indi- 
nitie, all men fhould be free.and that all their goodes 


— fhould be vfed indifferently , as well of one , as of an o- 


ther.Wherby the common people began to leaue of la- 
bor snd to be ydle,ad what thig foeuer any lacked,that 
ythey toke by violéce fr6 other y abouded. Thefe ma 
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ners he vfed for a {pace & whé the cémon people,& huf- 
bid men were in armour through Sucuia , & Franconia. 
to the number of fortie thoufand , & had deftroied the 
ereateft part of their nobilitie, & had pulled downe,and 
Gurned many Caftels, & towres: thé putte he to his had 
alfo thinking that moft céuenient time to bring his 
purpofe to pafle. And making inginnes of warre in the 


. Bray. friers church ,the greater part of the people he 


roght furth of ¥ citrie,in hope of a praye, & of more 
welth. He had a c6panion of meruelous audacitie who 
was of all his counfell whofe name was Phifer. this man 
attribured much to dreaines,& vifions of the night:and 
amongeft other thinges he chanced to boaft,that he faw 
in his flepe ina certé ftable a meruclous great multitu- 


de of mife, & that he did driue chem all away. By which 


dreame he vnderftode,that God commanded him to ta- 


ke his armour, and go furth with an armie t» deftroy 
the nobilitie. But Muncer althogh he preached ve- 


hemently tothe people, yet was he fome what colder, 
nether lifted he to aduenture the profperous eftate,thae 
he was in alredy,before al they thar were about him we- 
te in armour. Andto bringthe mater more cafilie to 
pafle,he fent leters to the workemé that digged for me- 
talles in the cittrie of Mansfeld, earneftly admonifhing 
them ro fall vpon the Princes, without doubting of the 
mater , for it fhowld come to paffe thar they which were 
in areadines in Franconia fhall come nererto Turin- 
the meane time Phifer that loued notrolinger 
ong in any mater,went out with his men,and deftroied — 
thecuntrie of Isfeld adiacent vnto them, he fpoiled the 
Caftels and temples ,deftroyed many of the nobles, 
and toke certen of them prifoners ,whom he bound in © 
chaines. After he rerurned home with a greate praye.W- 
hofe ses perous fuccefle encouraged greatly the hear- 
the common people,efpecially becaufethecoun~ 
treis alfo aboutthem were vp,and had inuadedthecun- 
trie of Mansfeld . So Muncer ( eee now thar all | 
mens heartes had friled them on every fide with 
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300.men to Mulhufium,and ioined him felfto the Fri 


cufians . At chat fame time died Friderike Duke of $a. 
xon without iflue(for he lived a fole life whofe fuccef- 


for was Thon his brother germanc,While thefe thinges 
were in doing, Albert the countic of Mansfeld gathered 
(with all expedition) a company of horfemen,and vio- 
lently comming vpon them,he flew 300,wherwith th 

being feared,durkt procede no further, but fed to Fran 
cufium , where they taried waiting for a greater armic. 
wherby onely their aflaute was deferred . lo the umceof 


—thisdelay the Princes that were there about, gathered 


fais & 


tte 
alion, 


horfemen,to the number of a fiftene hundred , but no 


greate m ulcitude of footremen. Thefe were the Princes 


of Sexon,lhon Elector, George his cofin germane,Phr 


lippe Lantgrauc of Heffe,and Henti Duke of Brunf{wie 


ke. Phe bowres (that is hufband men )remained ypona 
hill not farre from Francufium,who had gathered cheir 
cartes , and fette them fo nigh together, to fence them 
withall , chat with much dijticultie,could they be come 
vato. But they were nether well furnifhed with harnes, 
nether yet with ordinace,and they were all for the mot 
part vnexpert in the feares of warre, wherwith the Prin- 
ces were Lo Moued to compatsio,that they fent me{sin- 
gers to cxhortthemtodeliuerthe authors of the (edi- 
tion,to lay awayetheir weapous, & to depart home wit 
hout hurte. But Muncer, confidcting his owne dang 
came furth inro theaflembhe, grauc coutenan: 
ce,faid : Ye brethern, & felow fouldiours do fee tyrane 
not farre from you ,who alrthogh they haue con{pired 
againit vs to take away our liues,yct are they of fo final 
a courage, that they dare entreprile nothing againit Vs. 
They ofter foolifh, and fond conditions tu the intent 
to {poile you of yOarmour. And now, itis manifett 
youall chat I began this dede, but not ofany privarcall 


thoritic of my own ( nether did I cuer go about fucha 


thing )but by the commandement of Godwwhich thing 


being fo,it becomerh buth me, and you to obey, & not 
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fete vs, who in times paft commanded Abraham to of- 
fer his fonne,whote precept without refiftance Abraham 
obcied,albeit be was ignorant what fhould come of it. 
And therfordid God both preferue has tonne, and-alfo 
highly rewarded his fairh.im lake maner oght we( which 


are inthe fame ftate) to perfeucre, commuttig the 


vnto God.for withoure doubr,all thinges fhalbe euen as 
we wold hauc it. Ye your felues fhall behold the mani- 
felt helpe of God,and who fo cuer 1s our ennemiec,him 


fhall we fupprefie on cuery fide. Nether is it in one pla- 
ce of the feriprure onely, where God {uccour 


tothe afAicted,& to deitroye the wicked .This promes 
moft afluredly apperteincth vunto vs. for we are poore, 
and in miferie, & becaule we detire to reteine and pub- 
Lifhthe knowledge ot God , there is no doubre,bur that 


wefhall oucrcome,and ve congucrors . On the ether fi- 


de lette vs confider che condition of our ennemies,I co- 
felle they are called Prices, but in dede they be tyrines, 
nether haue they any care of you atall, but deuoure all 
mes goOdes,and {pend them moft wickediy.In that peo 
plewhich fometime God chole peculiarly voto him 
{elf he ordeined that kinges fhould not {pend any ti- 
mein wafte, yea he commaded that they fhould loKe di 
ligently inthe boke of the lawes , which he had giuen 
them. But what do our tyrannes? or howare they occu- 
pied? They think the common welth is no part of their 
charge : they know nothing of poore mens caufes,th 

care not for iuftice , they {utter the wayes to be befette 


_ with theues, they punifh nor robbers, nether any other 


vice,they helpe not the widdew , nether yet the father- 
les.T hey loke notro the good education of youth, As 
for the honoring of gods Name,theydo not onely rhe 
felues neglect it , but alfo they hinder it Thus onely 
they applie to draw all mens goodes to them {elues: 
and therfore do they eucry day deuife new wayes to 
gcette money by extortid. Nether fette hey their mio- 
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onte to moue out of this place,wherin God hi felf hatli 
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414 AGAINST THE ADVERS, 
&. desvpon defending or mainteining of peace , but that 
e ‘ate ng enriched aboue meafure)they may abound inal 
inde of riotte,and pride.It is to manifeft cap, pe 
multes, and warres they raife for very light,and foolith 
caules:whereby all thatremaineth tothe poore people 
is loft ,and deftroied . Behold thete are the excellent 
vertucs,and policies of your noble princes,wherin th 
excrcife them felues. Therfor let none think,that Go 
will fufter thofe thinges any longer , but rather perfua- 
dehim felfafluredly, that as God did once deftroye the 
Cananites,fo will he now alfo thefe. For thogh all thefe 
thinges, which Ihaue recited before, were tollerable, 
thinck you that they fhall efcape vnpunifhed for defen: 
ding, and mainteining that moft execrable impictie of 
the popith preachers ? Who is ignorant how greate ini- 
quitie is in the bying.& felling of Maffes?I will fay no- 
thing of the reft. Surely gs Chrift draue out the byors& 
fellers, out ofthe church,fo fhall he now alfo roore out 
the prieftes , with their patrones , and companrons:be 
ftrong therfor,and to gratifie God, flay all rhis vnprof- 
table multitude. To make peace with them I can feeno 
waye honeft, fafe or fure inough : for they will nether 
leaue of their p urpofe , nether reftore vs to libertie,ne 
ther permitte the rrue worfhipping of God. and 1twere 
better for vs to die,then to alowe an iniquitie,and to 
fuffer our felues to be fpoiled of the doétrine of 
pell.I promife you afluredly that God fhall 
and that the vidtorie fhalbe ours . For he him felf pro- 
mifed me to my face , cuen hel fay that can not decea- 
ue, nor lie, commanded mero beginne this worke on 
this maner , by punifhing the Magiftrates , and in dede | 
the power of God, herein appereth moft excellent,when 
a greate multitude of ennemies is flayne by a fmal had. 
To lette many other thinges pafle , ve knowwhat Ge- 
deon broght to paffe with a feaw : what Ionathas did a¢- 
companied with one poore feruanr onely : what Dauid 
did when he fought alone againft that: moniter Golias 
of huge ftature, who for his height was cuen rerrible te 
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loke on. There is nodoubte,but this day in like maner 
fhalbe notable, and had in remembrance of all pofteri- 
tics for the like {pectacle . For alchogh we feme not to 
be well fournifined with weapons, nor fenfed as it apper- 
teineth,yet fhall we haue the victorie . And this worke- 
manfhip of heauen, and earth fhall rather be changed, 
then chat we fhalbe forfaken of God.for fo in times pat 
was the nature of the fea changed ,that the Ifrachres 
might efcape danger,when of Pharao they were puriew- 
ed: let not the iudgement of your owne reafon mouc 
apse let any apperance or fhadow of danger trou- 

le you, but valiantly inuadethe wicked , and vngedly 
ennemie , neuer let va engines of warre make you a; 
fraid , for I will receiue in the lappe of my garmental y 
gunftones . Behold fe you not how mercifull God 1s 
vato vs?Loke vp I befech you,and marke wel the figne, 


and tettimonie of his perperuall loue toward vs: Littv 


your eves,and {ee me the bowe of heauen, by the which 
image fhewed vs from aboue, God fignifieth to vs moft” 
manitefily ,that he will affift vs in this barrell : for as 
much as we haue the fame bow painted in our en{ei- 
gne, & he fheweth alfo by the very fame, death,and de- 


ttruction to our tyrannes. Therfor fall vpon your enne- 


mies with a luftie courage, hauing an afured hope that 
God will helpe you.For God will not that ye fhould ma 
ke peace with the wicked aduerfaries.Whé he had made 
an ed of exhorting his fouldiours, who neuertheles(tor 
the moft part trembled for the greatenes of the prefent 
diger But all thiges were done ina hurley burley,with- 
out any certen rule, or order. Morcouer there were 
fome of adefperate audacitic,readie to put to their han | 


des to euery mifcheuous ate: thefe of their owne natu 


re enclining to worke mefch icf, were thé more fette on 
fire by his oration. bur chiefly they were moued by the 
rainebow, which ftode in the element(as it is {aid befo- 
re) and that toke they for a moft fure figne of victorie, | 
And this alfo helped them,that they were a great num- 
ber, about eight choufand men , and that the place was 
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fitte for to defend them. So thefe men that were fo bal: 
dened , with a lowde voice admonifhed all men to take 
their weapos , and to go furth againfttheennemiewith 
a good courage: and they had alfoa whereinthey |, 
atked the afsiitance of gods holy {piritre. But before 
this a certen yong man otnoble birth was fent vate 
them whom Muncer (contrary to the law of armes, and 
rie A. to the cuftom of any nation )flew:wherwith the Princes 
Sere fo prouoked.thar they blewtheir trompettestoba F< 
fer tell,and ferte their men inaraye. At that time,there 
grate was there Philippe Prince of Hefie, who althogh hewas 
eheyongctt of ali, yet rode he to,and fro,exhorting the J ¢ 
fouldiours to bettrong . which exhortation beg en- 
ded.they inuaded their enemies, beginning firit to fho- k 
d 
h 


te of cheir ordinance. And then the miferable men(as 
all amafed, or-befides them fel ves) nether defended thé 
felucs,nor yet fed ro faue their Jiues, but fong ftill that 
fong tothe holy Goftro heipethem.And the moft pat 
ofthem put fuch confidence in Mucers taire promiles, 


therrhey looked for helpeirom heauen.Whe they had {3 
fot of their ordinance, and began to aflaute their hok 
des,and that many ofthem wereon cuery fide flayae, O! 
then were they putto fight,and wenttoFrancufium, Fu 
bur fome cf them ro the other fide of the hil,where 
they Kept our tora whilea few hoifemen, and flew ont, P 
ortwo of them.Bilt wien they were al for the moft part ftr 
fleddethe horfemen (icatrered, and dif perfed ywandred re 
to, & fro, witiout order, fo that whither fo euer boures th 
fied thev were purfewed. But fome of their mé(as 1faid Fhe 
betore being flain e,the refidie al] kindled with fury & (0 
dctire ofrevcge,were more violét,and were flaynetothe aft 
niiber of . freight waye Francufia was take by 
telland 300 in atwwhich were beheaded . Muncer fiedde 
into the rowne,and hid him felfin ahoufe not farre fd wa 


the gate - Into the which it happened thar a certen fw 
eétil man entered, whofe {ervant going vp into the vp: to | 


per parte oi che houfe,of purpofe ro vewe the 
€ 
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confefled it openly . And being compafled about with 
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he found a certaine man lying vpon a bedde, of whom 
he demanded , what he was , and , wherher he were one 


ofthe rebelles,which fled out of thetumult: That hede 


nied , faing : That even then he was ficke of an agew. It gm 
re 


happened that befides the bedde thereJayeapurfe,w- 
hich the other {natched vp , hoping to gette fome pray of in, 


in it.After he had opened it,he found therin a letter,w- bapsiftes 


herin Albert Mansteld admonifhed Muncer , to leaue 

of his entreprife and not to ftirre the people to fediti6, 

when he had redde thefe leters ,he afked if they were w-_ 

ritten to him, but when he denied it’, heforced him fo 

that he confefled him felf to be Muncer , and intreated Hew 
him Then(being taken )he was broghtto George ¥ Du Ged re 
ke of Saxon , and co the Lansgrauc,who afked him,why nelerb 
he had fo deceiued poore men. he an{wered,that he had things » 
done nothing but his duetic : and that the Magiftrates, 


who wold not abidey doctrine of the Gofpell, oght on 
_ that manerto be handeled . But after that by y Princes 


hewas put to filence,he cried out for very anguifh. The 
faid George the Duke of Sax6 vnto him: Now art thou 
vexed Muncer , bur thinkealfo in thy felf, of thedeath 
ofthofe miferable men, which (being wickedly decea- 


ued,by this thy craft )haue this day perifhed . Thé he(w 


laughter) anfwered, fo wold ‘they. After hewas 
roghtto eldcrung a towne of Mansfeld,where he was 


— ftreitly examined what he purpofed to do , and who we- 


te of his confpiracie, he told them all.Then came 


the Princes of Mulhufium to Helderung , and be- 
headed fome of the rebelles, among whome Phipher 


(of whom I fpake before)was one . Thither alfo fhortly The cé- 
after was Munecr broght, who in thofe troubles was ex-* 
cedingly vexed , and troubled in him felf. Nether was naba.in 
he ableto rendrean accompt of his faith , as the maner aduerf- 
was then So that(to help him with Henry Duke of Bra te. 
fwick {aid it before him . And when hewas atthe poine 

to die,he acknowledged his fault, and error,and that he - 
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foldiours ,he exhorted rhe Princes to haue more pitic 
on poore men,and fo, they fhould not nede to fearethe 
lake dager after. He exhorted them alfo to read diligét. 
ly the bokes of the kinges inthe feriptures, whe he had 
{poke thefe thinges, he was ftraken wai{werd,and for an 
example,his head was fattened v po afpeare, and fette 
y held. And thus did he éd, & fufler for his offenfew 
hich (as {aid is) he did openly confefle.But yet alas his 
Bd error,and peftilent doctrine did not end, For from him 
forth a kinde of men which for their doing.& do» 
bro decs- Ctrime, are called Anabaptittes. for they forbidde y bap. 
mo. tiling of children,and are them {elucs rebaptifed,and 
athirme they,that all others oght to be, and they takea- 
waye all the verte of firitybaptifme. They fhew forth 
édfrine of 
2eetten kinde of holines. They teach that st is notlaw 


pttites. full for Chriften men to to law together . Not to tt. 


quier or take an othe,althogh by the magiftrate ir were 
required .Not to hauc any thing in propre,but ali thin 
gesto be common ynto all. Thefe be their frit princi 
ples . Bur furthermore , they adde yet much more grey 
uous errors, as afterward I fhalideclare. And when they 
encreafed through all Germanic, both farre , and wide, 
Luther and many other learned men, earnettly withtto- 
de them , the magiftrates alfo did fo punifh them that 
they could hardely encreafe to any greater number. At 
the lait inthe chieftowne of Weltphalie, named Mona 
fterium , or Monfter (which is well fenfed , they placed 
them f{elues,which happened after this maner: Tbere.s 
not farretrom the towne of Monfter a temple o! Saint 
Maurice,in the which,one named Bernard Rotman did 
preach the Golpell in the yeare of our faluation.i532.t0 
a gteate audience of the Citizens: And when they wete 
purpoted to bring him into the rowne,the prelates (pur 
poting to lettre their deuife ) him a litic fomme 
mouey ,thathe might go exercife him (elf in fume 
ther place.and fo he did. But after he had bene in divers 
| | places 
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GODS PREDEST. ar: 
laces where hethoght ro do fome good , and’profite 
bi (pirite,he rerarned after certen monethes. But they 
(towhom his returne was greuous ) determined to ler 
his preaching, but it was in vaine,the people bare him 
fuch fauourShortly after it came to pafle, that certcine 
of the chief citezens receaued him into the téwne, and 
when the church dores were fhutte againft him , they 
made hima pulpetin the church porch . And becau-_ 
fethe number of the citizens,and hearers encrea- 
fed daily , they defired of the Papiftes , that one of the 
remples might be opened vnto him,which if they 
wold not grant , they wold make awav in by violence. 
Not long after ( by the counfell of the ch refet of the 
people,he fent letters to the cuntrie of Heffe,which was 
ioyning by , and vader the gouernement of the Lanr- 
erane, thar certeine good , and lerned men, 
might be fent vnto him , which might with him prea- 
che the Gofpell . And when there were fixe of them, w- 
hereof two were fent from Marpurge, they deuifed a- 
mong them felucs, howthey might firft oucrcome the 
clergie , by the which meanes the Gofpell might with 
more frutebe taught. And to bring this to patle this 
waye was rhoghtm oft conuenient. They wrote out the 
errors of the Papiftes in thirtie articles ,and deliuered 
them torhecounfell, offering then felues ro fuffer a- 
ny kind of panifhmenr, ifthey were not ableto pro- 
ue by the holy fcriprures , that they were all contraric 
to the word of God. The Magiftrates fent forthe Papi- 
ftes tocome before them , and they fhewed vnto them, 


—thofe chief pomres of their errors. And when conri-. 


nually they alledged forthem felues their doctrine to 
be pure, and agreable to the word of God, and the 
preachers denied the fame,and that they wold proue, 
vnder the paine of loting their heades : It was afked of 
them, whether thar they wold by the word of God, con- 


fute thofe articles that were put forth 5 ry them: 
| Dd.ii. | 
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, when after this maner it was afked of them, they feing | 
alfo thatthe rulers were earneft inthe mater, in feaw 
: wordes they an{wered: That they had nothing to defend : 
felues with all: and wher as vatill chat time, 


tobe conui‘t, of tals doctrine, and errors, hauing no- 
thing to for them {elues ,and confefiing their 
naughtines , they commanded them,that from thenee 
| forward they fhould abfteine from ¥ office of teachig, 
and that they fhould giue place in all their temples, to 
thofe new teachers , which had difclofed their trumpe- 
ric,and deceate.A fterward by the confent of the fenatg, 
_ and the people,there was appointed to eucry one of the 
preachers a feuerail temple,to preache in. The Papiftes 
were greued therwith , but {pecially the canons of the 
Cathedrall church,which for the moft parr, were gently 
le men borne : they when they {aw that they could not 
remedy the mater,they departed in a fume,and wentto 
the bifhop of that Citie. And after that they had coun 
feled with him,they determined to are all the wales, 
& paflages , that there fhould no vidiualles be cared to 
thetowne . Shortly after they had thus {topped y waies, 
the Bifhope with he canons afore named,came to Tel- 
ect »to countell more fully of the mater , for that wasa 

itle towne but a mile from the Citie. From théce th 
fenta meflinger with leters to the counfell in thele 
wordes, Thatthey fhould giue ouer their enterprile, 
and reftore all hinges to their formare ftate: if not that 
they wold takethein from thence furth as cnnemies. 
The Bifhop was a countie, and called Francis valdock, 
and his predeceilor wis named Friderick , brother to 
the Arch bifhop of Collen. This Bifhop (ether becaule 
he could noz haue his health in thofe places, or that he 
fmelled fome what in the mater) departed théce a litle 
before of his owne accord,and being corent with a pri- 


— i had faid that their ordinances, and maners were go 
, and lawfull ,they confelied their fo faing to be but by 


im by opinion and ignorance. Thé the Senate {eing them 


| vate 


nobi 
tentwas ,and whither they were minded to hi nder the 


d 


tate life,he went into his owne counttey. The people of 
Monfter counfeling vpon this mater, kept the meflin- 
cr.And vpon Chriftimas cuen in the night, they weng 
to the number of 900, and them 
vnwares they toke the towne , and fetting Kepers at the 
ates(left any fhould efcape) they apprehended all. The 
Eithos (as it happened} was gone from thence the day 
before. They broght all the captiues into the Citic, a- 
mongeft whom were the chicf prelates , and diuers of ¥ 
Pi c.Of thefe the Magiftéaces afked,what their in- 


preaching of the Gofpell any more: They frely anfiwe- 
red,that be wold dotheir diligence, that the Gofpell 
might florifh. And by the occafion of this anfwer there 
was a peat made betwene them . Thecopie wherof,the 
magiftrates fent to the Lantgraue,defiring him, that he 
wold afsift them,in the maintenance of the Gofpell,and 
their common welth , Then fent he vnto them , cerren 
of his feruantes,through whofe comming vato them, y 
peace was Made,and being reconciled,and the grief tro- 
den vnder foote,they liued in peace togethers: That the 
Gopfell might be preached in fixe churches , and that y 
impieties, and fuperftitions , w were in religion might 
be taken awaye : That in the éathedrall church, nothin 

fhould be changed,and that the citizens fhould not thin 
ke that to appertein¢e any thing at all vntorhem. This 
forme of peace in writing was figned by the Litgrauc, 


by the Bifhop, and his adherentcs, with the noble men, y 


and allthe peoplethe14 . of Februarie the yere of our. 
faluation.1533.After this maner,thinges being appealed 
there came ynto Monfter a botcher of garmétes, named 
loin Leiden borne in Holland , which was avehement 
anabaptift. This man after he was entered into familja- 
ritic with y preachers, he priucly afked of them,whether 
they thoght,that it were meteto baptife children or no: 
and when they anfwered yea, he as one veterly of the 
trary 1udgement , began to laugh, and ifpifetheir 
Dd. iii. 
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-iudgement,'w thing, when Fe-nard Rotmi of whom we 

{pake before perceiued, he exhorted y people in his pte 

aching to cal vp6 God that he wold give them grace to 

*ftand,and continew inthe truéth, and that he wolde ke- 

‘péthem: from being corrupt with hercfies , and chiefly 

from the opinion of the Anabaptiftes,which now priue 

ly do crepe in among them, and gather them {elues to- 

. For (faid he) iftheir opinion gette the vpper 

and,the ftate,not onely of the common welth, but alfo 

religion wilbe very miferable, and poore. Atthe fa- 

me time came to the rowne one Hermi Srapred , which 

being mide companion with Rotman did publikely 

inuey againft the biprifme of infantes . He was {co- 

lar vato one Henry of Rolle,whoa litle before was pat 

tO death at Traiectine,for anabaprittry . And this wasas 

ies Atwerean other fteppe forward in this new Kinde ofdo- 

crepiin Grine. This came to pis that the Anabapriftes taught 

through all the Citie,althog) it were in private houles, 

& fecretely,and none was reeeaued of them,except the’, 

that were of their fecte . Further more there was noncy 

madethem felues knowento bethe authors of this opt 

nion, nor they did not teach but by night, and when o- 

thers were at their reft: whichtime they wroght their 
‘myfteries. but the thing being Knowen, and diuers 

the citizens being gretied at it,{aving that it was 2 great 

fhime that fuch new doctrine fhould be fowé in feeret, 

and by'night.Ircimeto pafle that by the commande 

mnt of the rulers the capraines of them were come 

_manded to auoyde the Citie,which going our at one 

te , they came in agrine at an other , fraying , that they 

hadacommMandement from God , that thev fhouldre 

mainethere applierhcir maters . This thing mo- 

ued the rulers nora litle, and caufed no fmal wonder in 

the towne. Therfor for the avoiding of greater tumult, 

and danger. the mig: ftrates gaue in commandement 

‘ aswell to the anabaptiftes, asto the preachers ofthe 
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Gofpell , chat they fhould appere before inthe 


 ‘eoufell houfe, with certen other lerned mé. Then Rot- 
‘man bewrayed his iudgemrét, which he 


had concealed ,and condemned the baptifme of infan- 
tes, asa. thing wicked, and abominable. But one named 


~ Herman Bufhe(chiedy )fo defended the contrarie parte, 


tharthe Anabapriftes were commanded to departe out 


of the Citie,out of hand. And when they didalledge tor 


them felues that they fhould nor quietly pafle chrough 
the Bifhoppes land, the Senate obteined for thema tafe _ 
conduite , and gaue them wherwith all to ‘bear their 
charges . But they hauing long before derermined not 
to depart from théce, to any other place(feeretly retur-_ 
ning to their companions )kept them felues clofely for 
atime. The magiitrates in the mcane ceafon, before 
that they came forthe of cheir corners againe,caufed all 
thechurche dores to be fhut , one onely cxeepted . For | 
to be feared, left that the Anabapriftes, (who daily 


increafed accompanied with their teachers) fhoulddri- 


uethe preachers of the Gofpell out of their temples. Af 
terthis inthe moncth of Nouember the Lantgraue at _ 
the requeft of rhe Rulers of theCitie fent two preachers © 
Theoderik Fabritius, and Iohn Melfinger. 
but Melfinger feing the trouble, and fearing the -. 


ger, returned home againe. The other with greatdili- 


Pence, exhorted the citizens ,that they fhould beware 
of the doctrine of the Anabaptiftes, in this wife he cca- 
fed not to do his indevour,vatill that the Anabapriftes, 

| the vpperhand , did driue the other out of the 
itie,as afterward fhalbe declared. And ro make all {ure, 
he wrote ina brief fomme the etfect of the trew doétri- 
ne and ecclefiafticall adminiftrarion , rhe counfell and 
people appointing the fame. Then by thecountfel of 
-the magiftrates one Peter wirta began againe to preach, 
but he had not preached long, yer th ae 
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ftirred vp by Rotman,droue him away. who being mos 
re fierce then before, prouoked Fabritius , and others 
to difpuration,the {enate agreing thereunto, but vnder 
this condition, thatthe fhoulde be groun- 
ded vpon the word of God,and other writings agreable 
vnto the fame, in the prefence of fome aotts onal 
men,which fhould be as it were arbitrers, who heari 
and trying the fentences,and argumentes indifferent 
on bothe fides, might giuc iudgement:and looke what 
iudgemeét they fhould giue, y it fhould be agreed vato 
of all.By which meanes difcorde being taken away,the 
peace of che Church might be reftored. This Codition 
Rotman , and his compani6s did refufe.when they cra 


ftely auoyded to be bewraycd, they openly to 


be contemned of the common people. But to wipe 
awaye this foule blotte, they finde out an other way, 
much more compendious. One of them ( as if he were 
in{pired with the holy Goft ) rannethrough the ftreses 
of thecitie, crieng,repent you , and be baptufed againe, 
orels the wrath of God fhall confume you.By this me 
nes there was 2common tumult, and as many as,were 
rebaptifed’, cried after che fame maner , as did the fit 
many fearing the wrath of God, which they fo threate- 
ned to fall vpon them ( deceaued of veric fimplicitie, 
which otherwife were good men ) obeied them, and o- 
thers did the fame for fauing of their goods. For after 


thar the Anabaptiftes had gotten the vpper hid of their 


aduerfaries , they difpotletled thé of their goodes. This 


was about the end of december, and now came they a- 


gaine furth of their feeret corners , of which we {pake 
before.And being gathered together in the market pla 
ce,they made a great fhout,commanding all were not 
rebaprifed to be ilaine, as paganes,and wicke 

After this they toke the artilerie,and munition of the 
citic,and alfo the towne houfe, not without v10- 
lence ynto many . The others on the other part, for fa 


wing of them, & theirs from iniurics , got them felucs 


perfones | 
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vnto a nother certen place of the citic, that ever was 
wel fenfed,and toke manie of ¥ Anabaptiftes.T his con- 
fict againft the Anabaptiftes; which enioyed y market 
placc,and had fortified itround about,cotinued fo longs 
while pledges being deliuered on both parties, they,ca- was « 
‘me toa compofition, wherin was agreed,that eucrie o- wicked 
fhould holde his religs6 ro him felfe as him ly ked, 
returne to his houfe in peace.In the meane ceafon, 
Rormi,& Bernard Knipperdoling which was the chicfe Seeds 
author of this faction , althogh they femed to haue a- 
Towed this compofition,, yet noewithftanding pri- 
ucly fent leters to villages about,willing all thofethat 
were of their fecte , ¥ leauing their goods behind them 
they fhould withall {pede repaireto the citie to them, 
promifing ¥what focuer they fhould lofe, fhould be re- 
ftored vnto thé téne fold entifed through 
| thefe greate, and plentifull promifes, came vato Mon- © 
fter, both men , and'‘wemen with an affured hope to ob- 
teine no {mall benefite,but chiefly they of {mall fubfta 
ce,which were not to kepe Theci- 
tizens , and chiefly thofe that were of fome reputation, 
when they faw that thecitie beganne to be filed with 
frangers they with drew them {felucs as well as they 
— could, leauing behind them the Anabaptiftes with the 
‘Mingled people. T.his was in februarie about fhrof- 
tideis34. Thus one partie growing weake by their 
departing, the Anabaptiftes chofe new Magiftrates, {u- 
che as were of their owne opinion: They made counfe- 
lers alfo,amég whome was Knipperdoling.Not long af- 
ter they theremple of Maurice in the 
{uburbes,and they burnt it, withall the houfes about it 
they fpoiled all the remples abour i¢ alfo,and defa- 
ced the great church within. Thisdone, they begin 
torunne onheapes about thecitie , inthe ftreres crys 
ing »firft: Repent: and immediatly after they cryed, 
Hie you hence, ye wicked perfones, except ye liftro 
aducture your liues.At the fame time they ranac sboug 
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the Citic in hames, and chafed out of the Citie'all fitch 
caswere not of their fete , without any regard of Age,or 
kinde,afrer fuch a forte that in this rarmoil, and haftie 
fight.manyv women were dcliuered before their time, 
za: immediatly they tcke the goods of thofe whome 
they had chafed out. And althogh thar this chanctd 

theday before the bifhope larde tiege to the Citie, yer 
notwithftiding when certaine of the companie of tho- 

fe thar fled,tell into the handes of the bifhop,they were 
taken as ennemies , of which companie fome were pit 
to death,among whome were také one or two preachets 

of the Gotpell. And when Peter wittam , ofwhomewe 

ay before, was in danger of his life, he was faued 
through the fure of the Lantgrauc, Nowthe retiduest 

~ therownes men moued thereby,which were good men, 

beholding prefent d.inger co fal vpon h they 
wold forthe the Cite fal fore againit their willes(and 
as ir were conftrained th ev thricd fill. Ary 
chief Prophet(for that namethey vfurped jnamed tohn 
Mathew commanded ,thar euery one which had any 

~ gold filuer,or mouable goods,they fhould bring it for- 
the to be incommon, vrdet paine of headin And to 
this vferhere was a publike houfe ordcined . The peo 

plewas greatly atonsfhed with this ‘fharpe ¢ommat- 
dement vet notwititiding they obeid it. And it was ne 
beft for anieto vfe deceat in this thing , or to Kepeaty 
part backe for they had two prophefy ing maidés,wde 

deceat was vied . And they werenot ont 
content thus to do with their owne goods.but alfo they 

-vted the gods of others whome they had driaen 
rer the lake maner. After this the fame Prophet gavem 
commandement.that none fhould haue,of kepe to him 

-felfany boke faving the Bible,and that all other fhould 

~bebroghrforrhe. co berafed; and deftrored’'; This com 

/mandement, he faid given him from zbore 
‘thisa greate nomber of bokes were broght nies 
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burned, It chanced , in that, time , that a handye 
craftes man named Hubatr Turteline, ih 
mockage againft thofe that ‘called them felues pro- 
phetes .. This being knowen , they ¢alied the mul- 


citude together,and commanded them to come in hat- 


nes and ireight way they accufed the man, and‘cddem- 
ned him to death. With chis the people was 


mouced,and ftriken with feare. The chief prophet (a fo- 


renamed )roke the poore man , Which being downe on 


the grotde,he ftroke him with a {peare,withour giving 
him his dearhes wounde, alchogh heranne vpon him 


with a greare violence. Then he commanded him to 


‘be caried into an other place, and taking a yong mans 


halfe hake chat ftode by him , he fhotre him through, 
lying onthe ground. And beeaufe that yet he died not 
out of hand, he faid , that it was fhewed to him fr6 hea- 
uen, that rbetime of his death was not vet come, and 


thartGod wold pardon him of his offenfe. But che poore 


man within feaw dayes afterdyed. When the propher 
heard of his death, he toke a long {i peare, andran with 
it abourthe Citie,cry ng that God the father had corm- 
minded him to driue rhe enenvi¢e out of theC itie. And 
hecame neare vnto the campe, acerreinc foldiour 
New him.And notwiehitanditg that this was the fecon- 


‘derime of bewraying of their falfhade , yet the refidlire 


of his felow prophetcs had {6 bewitched the people, 


and they fo fer our the mater varo them. that the com- 
mon peopleroke the mater veric heauily,and {aid,that 


(urely fome greate plague fhould fall vponrhem , for 
the raking away of fo notable amin. Burrhenexe pro- 


phere after him named lohn Leyden,willed them all to 


be of a good courage:for( fad he) it was log before fhe- 
wed me that he fhoulde dye afterthat maner, and that 


_Uthould take his wife in mariage. Two davyes before 
Efter they ranne into the temples, and rang all thebel- — 
Tes at once. Within few dayes after Knipperdcling pro 

phetied ,ythofewhich were fer aloft thould be broght 
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downe.and the other fhould be exalted, from a vile,and 
bafe eftate . After that he commanded that all thetem- 
ples fhould be caft downe , affirming with muche graui 
tie,that commandement to hauecome from God. Im- 


_ mediatly the thing was obcied , and that commande- 


ment celeftial (as he termed it ) with all diligence put 
in executid. About the famerime,the fore named Iohn 
Leiden toke the fworde that ferued for the heading of 
the offenders , and gaue itto Knipperdoling, and ma- 
de him hangman, for fo(faid he) it was determined of 
God,that he which was one of the chiefe Ruelars befo- 
re,and of the counfel fhould now be in the loweft place, 
and be made hangman.Knipperdoling was nothing of- 
fended with the mater’, but toke the office thankfully 
vpon him. Now when the bifhoppe had certaine mo- 
nethes borne all ¥ charge of the fiege him felfe alone, 
Hermannus the Aechbithsp of Collen, and Iohn Duke 
of Cleue fent him for ayde,money , and gunnes witha 
certeine companie of horfemen, and fuotemen. The 
Archbifhop of Collen him felfe came alfo to the cam- 
pe; to fit in counfel with them , and not Jong after, the 
citie was befigged , in fondrie places. And when there 
was no hope to winne it by force,they made 7. rampets 
about the citie, to kepe it from victuales , furnifhing 


them with footemen, and horfemen, which fhould re- 


maine there all winter. The bifhop of Monfter (for the 


Maintenannce ofthe fiege,and wairre the rowne) 


required ayde of the Princes about the Rhine, as the 


‘next neighbours ,andto whome the mater alfo did be 


oite: for which caufe they gathered them felues toge 
ther at a citie Called Confluence , rhe 13 of December. 


31534.Aftcr this vnprofitable befeging of the citie:Iohn 


Leiden fell intoa flepe, and dreamed the fpace of thre 
daies,and when he awaked, he {pake neuer a worde, but 


onely required, paper to be brought vnto him, 1m 


which he wrote i2.mennes names , among whome 
¢erteine of noble bith ,which 12 fhould ruleas chiete 
| | headesy 
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the will of the heanenlie farther. When as by thefe 


eweluc there was a “7 made for him to be ae he put 


forthe certeine articles vnto the preachers , willed 


-them,that if they could , they fhould confute them by 


Gods worde,or els he wolde ges them vnto the mul 
titude,and fo of rhem they fhoulde be alowed, and efta- 


blifhed . The fomme of them was this, thaca manwas 


not bounde ro one wife onely, and 1t was lawful for any 


man to haue as many wiues as he wolde. Bue when the 
preach ers withf{tode this fentence,he called thé into the 


coufell houfe,and with thé the 12 reulers.And whé they 


were all come thither, he put of his cloke, and threw it | 
onthe ground,and with it the newteftament: by thofe 
(as it were)fignes,he teftified,and {ware,that that article 


which he had put forthe was reueled to him from hea- 
nen, and therfore with terrible wordes he threatened 


and the preachers for thre daies toget 


OF GODS PREDEST. 49 
heades,as it was amongythe Ifraelites : this he faid , was 


them as that God wold not be merciful ynto them,vn- U4 fuffi- 
leffe they wold alowrhem. Arthe senge they agreed, cient af- 


ers, preached o- Surance 


nely of matrimonic: Streight wayeIohn Leiden ma- 


ried. 3. wiues, whereof one was fhe of whome we fpake 
before ,the wife of the greate prophet lohn Mathew. 
With this example,others did folow,fo that it was coun 
ted laudable ro marie often. But diuers of the citizens, 


_ that liked not their doings(afigne being giué through 


the Citie) they called all the louers of the Gofpel into 
the market place.T hen toke they the prophet,andKnip 
perdoling, with all the preachers.which thing when the 


_. ¢ommonn rere heard of , they armed them felues, 
and refkewed thofe , that were taken, killing with 
great torment,tothe number of fiftie perfones: for they 
tied them to trees,and poftes,and fo fhotthemthroygh. 
For thegreate prophet cried , that all thofe that wold 
do acceptable feruice to God:fhould throw the firft dart 
others were killed after another maner.The 24.0f Iune © 


there ayofe a new prophet, which by his occupation was 
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a a goldfmith. This prophet called the people into the 
of market place,id there he faid vnto them, that it was the’ 
an commandement, and will of the heauenly father that 
Leidé fhould be the Emperour of rhe whole earth, 
ni and that he going forthe with a mighty armie, fhould 
kilfall the Peinces ,and kinges oF the 
mercic onely tothe common peop le(that is ro fayeall 
a | thofe that Joue righteoufnes) and that he fhoutd poffes 
| the feare of his facher Dauid,vnril the father fhould 


quire che kingd6o of him.For,faid he,the wicked being 
put downe, the godly thal here reignein this life. And 
when he had publithed thefe things openly, by and by, 
Tohn Leiden fell ypon his knees,and holding vp his ha 
| des ynto heauen, id, It was manie daies ago (my bre- 
| thern)that Idid know of this, but Iwolde not declare 
it , and now God hath vetered it vnto an other, that i 
might the better eredite it. This man obteining the 
kingdome by this craft,immediatly he put out of of 
ce the forenamed 12. And aftcr the maner of kings, he 
chofe vnto him noble men , and commanded that the - 
re fhould be 2.crownes of fine gold made for hima fee- 
prer.a {kabbard, and chaine of goldewith other fucl ly- 
ke ornimétes . Furthermore he appointed cerreme day 
es,in the which he wold openly heare all mennes ma- 
cers,that had any thing to put forthe varohim, So often 
asheeame abrode, hewas accompanied with: his offi- 
cers,and noblemen of his court.next vnto him folowed: 
2.yong mé on horfe backe, and he ou the right hand ba 
re acrown ,and the bible, the other onthe left hand,2 
drawen fworde. The pompe of his chiefe wife (for he 
had m6 at thartime ) was after the {ame maner. Inthe 
market place there wasan high throne made for himy 
couered with cloth of gold. The actions and complatn- 


$ 


tes that were broght before him , for rhe moft part were 
of mariages, and diuorcementes, which then were moft 
frequent , and after fuch , 2 maner , that not a few 
which had before lived togethers a eng time, es) 
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then diuorfed It came to pafle,that on a certeine day as 
the people were in the market place veriethicke, and. 
thronging together to heare, Behold, 

leaped vp,and creping vponthe heades ot the peopie. 
witu his handes , aud fete (tor they ftode fo thicke) he 
breathed in the mouth of ecuerie one of the , faying to_ 
one,after another, The father hathe fanctilied thee,re- 
ceauc the holy (pirit.An other daye he leading the dan 
ce before the Sat faid, thus was I wontto do with my 
harlor,but now the father hathe commanded that I 


fhould do the fame before the king: But becaute he 


did it fo often, and neuer ended , the king being offen- 
ded went his way. Then hattily he went. into the thro- 
ne,and behaued him felfe like a king. But the king c6- 
ming inthe meanewhile, thruft him our, and ¢aufed | 
him to be kept in prifone three dayes . During the fie- 

gethey fer outa boke,naming ity refticutio, in which 

boke betides other things, they fay : The kingdome of © 


_Chrittero be fuche afore the iudgement daye, thatthe 


cleft, and godly fhal reignie , bur the wicked , that they 
be eucrie where. Alfothat it is lawful 

or the people, to put downe the ciuile powers; and thar 
althogh the Apotiles had no commandement to take 
iuri{diction ypo them,yer notwith ftanding,the mini- 


fters of thechurch now, to take the {worde into 


their handes, and by violence to fervpa nev, com- 
mon wealth. Alfo that none oghrto be {uttered in the 
common wealth,that is not atrueChriftian : thatnone | 
can be faued, vnlefle he pucall his goods in common, | 
without poilefling any thing. proper vato him felfe: 
that Luther,and the Pope be falic prophetes, and of the 
twoLlther to be the worfe:ad that the mariage of thofe 
which arenor illuminated by the true fayth, is pollu- 
ted,and impure,d oght to beraké for adulterie,and for 
nicatio rather thé mariage.Amog other mé Melancto, 
luftus Ionas,&VirbanusR hegius,withftode their 
it appered by their pletiful, aud excellét writings 
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Within feaw wekes after the new prophet,of whomewe 
{pake before,blewa trompet inall the ftretes,and 
manded ¥ all the people fhould come into the church 
yarde of the great téple all harnefed:for the wicked wee 
re to be driue forthe of the citie. When they were come 
thither, they fonnd a {upper prepared,and by comman- 
dement they fate downe at thetable tothe nomber of 
4000.After they hadfupped thofe y kept the watch.abo- 
ute 1000. {upped alfo.The king , and the Quene, with 
their houfehold ferued ,the fupper being almoft en- 
ded , the king gauebread to cuerie one, faying : Take, 
ad eate,fhew forthe the death of the Lord.And the Que 
“ne giuing them the cuppe,faid:Drinke, and thew for 
thedeath of the Lord. This being done, the new pro- 
phet (of whome we {pake before) went vp into the pul- 
pet, and afked of rhemall , whether they wold obey the 
word of God or no. Whereunto when they had all faid, 
yea,he faid: The commandement of the father is, that 
there be fent forth 28. preachers which fhal go into the 
foure quarters of the world,and preach the doétrinethat 
is publifhed in this citie. And then by order he named, 
thé,and the places,to which they fhould cuerie one g% 
Syxe were fentto Ofembirge : as many to warendorte: 
eyght to Sufat , as many to Coffeld. The king,and the 
Quene fupped afterwarde with the feruirours , thath 
ferued at the table,and with them that were ordeined to 
go forthe.When {upper was in doing, the king rofe,fay 
ing , that he had a bufines to do, commannded him of 
the father, and by chance there was a fouldioure taken 
whomethe king accufed to bea traitoure as Tudas was, 
and with his owne hand he ftroke of his head. This do- 
ne,he returued ro fupper,and tolde merely of his good- 
ly acte thathe had done. After fupper,thofe 28.preachers 
were fent forthe alitle before dike And befides for the 
finding of them, there was giuen to each of them 2 pice 
ce of golde,with a eh wherefoeuer their docttt 


ne was not receaued,they fhould Icauc thofe pieces, in 4 
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Iohn Leiden, and two vniuit, t! 


witnes againit thé of their deftruction, and eucrlafting 


damnatié, becaufe they had refuted peace,and a docin - 
nelowholelome.When they came to the places appoin 
tedvato them,they cried in the cownes that men fhould 


repent, orels they fhould perifh out of hand. They 


{pied their garmétcs vpon the ground, beforethe Rue - 


lers and caftypon them their pieces of golde, which 
they had receaued, affirming, that they were fent of the 
father to bring them peace, which if chey wold reccaue, 
then they willed them to put all their goods in com- 
men :and if they refuted , chen, by this figne,and(as it 
were) a marke,they wold witnes their euil 5 ede, and vn- 
thankiulnes. For behold the rsme(iaid they of 
betore by the prophetes , in the which God will that ri- 
ghteoutnes flail reigne vpon the whole earth,is come. 
aad when the king fhall haue fulfilled his office, that 
initicedoeth rule in euerie place, then thal ie come to 
potle,that Chriite fhall giuevp the kingdometo the fr- 
ther. They fpeaking after this manet, were také.and (in 
y beginning by gentlnes,and afterwith tormenies they 


being aiked of their doctrine, & life,& of ¥ firengra of y 


citie, anfwered , thatthey onely had the true dociring, 


which they wold mainteine with the peril of their 
liues.For (faid they)from the time of the Apoliles,the 
itucth hathenotbenetrucly preached , nor any iuftice 
vied:alfo that there were 4. propia two rut, Dauid, 

B:fhop of Reme, 
and Lurher,who was the worft of bothe. They being al- 


ked , why cotrarie to their promife they had driue y 


nocentes out of theirC itie,occupy ing their goodes wt- 
ues and children, & by what place of the feripture they 
wolde proue that their fact to be well , and 1ultly done? 


tothe Ifraelites. Afterward thev tolde of the mun 
tion,and victualles,that were intheciti¢, and the mu 
| 


~ 


they antwered , that the time was come, which Chrifte 4,444. 
fpake ofthat the meke fliould potles the carth,and that pr jes 


in lyke cafe God did giuethe goods of the Aegyptians are as. 
mile as 
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titude : and alfothat many in it had aboue fiue wiuesa 


| pece,adding this, that they loked for armies of mé out 
lt | of Frifeland andHoland,which when they were once ¢o 
| me , the king wold fet forth with all his hoft ro brit 

thewhole worlde vnder his power , and fubie ‘tion, 
: ter that he had killed all the kings therof , for nor mi- 
Tre Hiultring 1uftice. When they had bene reafoned withall 
| ftmacre After this maner, and they continued in their purpofe, 
Ana- and wolde acknowledge none other maguitrate, then 
{ their king ,they were ali putto death, faving one that 
4 | eicaped. The Citie was fo hardly,iod {0 ftraitly befeged 


that none could ether go in,or out.Wherevore the citi- 
zens fearing tamufhment,and feing the danger that 
they were in,they thoght to haue taken the king,and to 

deliuer him to theBifhop bound,bur he gettin Know 
ledge,therof,chofe 12.0ut of all the multitude.fucheas 
he thoghtto be moft faithful vnto him, and called 
th as captaines, and to eche of them he appointed cet 
teine quarters of the Citie todefend , and garsfonsot 

_ mento kepe the people from ritfing.More ouer he pro- 
mifed to all the multitude , that by Efter the fiege 
fhould be remoued , and thar they fhould be deliuered 
from the neceflitic thar they were in. But vnto them 
which he had-chofen to be captaines , he promiled 
much more largely,that they fhould be lordes, and go 
-uernours ouer many things, naming the T owres and 
land that he wold giuetoecheof them. Alfohe (aid, 
that only rheLanrgraue fhould be pardoned, becaufe he 
hoped that he wold take his part. We f{pake before of 
the Conuention(appointed at Confluence )of the noble 
men, inthe province ofthe Rhine, inthe moneth of 
Decéber.Vnto which companie(ot his owne good will) 
the Duke of Sixon Elector Iohn Frederick 1oyned him 
felfe.In cis Seffion, it wis concluded , that for the pre- 
_fent ayding of the Bilhop , there fhould be appointed 
furth 300. horfemen,and 300c0.foote men,for fixe mo 
nethes. cittie or Oberité named VIrik wasmsde 2 

| | 


® 


a 


Wiz 
| 
i 
2 
| 
J 
| 
4 
ws 
“Pa 
3 


OF GODS PREDEST. 435 
neral captaine ouer this armye , and of the whole war- 


res.It was alfo there ordeined, that the whole eftates of 


the Empire fhould be defired to ayde in this mater. 


and becaufe the Emperour was in Spaine, that Ferdini 


dus the king fhould be defired,for this mater to appoint 
a couention in ¥ moneth of Aprile. And aifo they fent 
leters vneo the Citte beficged , willing them to giue o- 
ner their entreprife,being fo vnhoncit ,and wicked , as 
nothing could be more: which thing if they wold not, 
nether fubmitthem felues egainevnder their lawtull 


magiftrates , they fhould be fure chat the Bifhoppe 


which now Kept the fiege. ould haug the whole helpe 
of the Empire againft them. This was about the end of 
December. They gaue aniwere tye 13.0F Linuarie.in the 


yere of our Lord 1535. with maniewordes , but nothing — 


tothe purpofe, yet lo, chat they prayled,and defend ed 
their entreprife:and as touch ing,thar which was laid to 


_cheir charge,tor their creating of a king,they made no 


anfwere at all, but in priuate Jcters written to the Lant- 
graue they laboured to excufe them felues , fpeakin 

many wordes of the flawghter, and deftruction of the 
wicked, and of rhe deliuerance and reigneof the godly 


inthis life: with thefe letters they fent alfo vnto him 


the boke,wherof we {pake before.called the reftitution, 
and aduertifed him torepent, and not to make warre 
(as did the other wicked Princes } againftthem , which | 
were innocent men, and the people of God. The Lant- 
graue when he had red eheir leters,& their boke,ive no- 


ted thofe pointes thar were not alowable inthe fame, 
and gaue charge to certen of his learned men, that 
they fhould anfwere them. And becaule they (in feaw , 


wordes,and verie darkeh their king ro be 


-morechofen of God,then by them, heafked them.why 
they fhewed not ¥ places of {criprure,w made the think 


it lawfully done, & why they cofirmed it not beiore by 
lome miracles, & fignes aboue nature. For faid he,God 
E 34. 
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4x6 AGAINST THE ADVERS. 
fhewed by all the prophetes long before , of the com. 
ming of Chrifte,fo that it was not onely euidét, of what 
houle, and linage he fhou!d come, but alto in whatti- 
me, and where he fhould be borne. They did alfo defire 
that their caufe might come in quettion.Vnro ¥ which 
the Lantgraue anf{wered, that it was to late, feirgy they 
had taken the power of the fworde into their handés, 
and had bene the authors of fo great calamitie.For,faid 
he,all men may plainly fee, what is their meaning ,to 
wit,the ruine of all lawes, and common wealthes:and as 
their beginning is wicked, & curfed, fo alfo is the def- 
ying of their mater to come in queftion , 
feined,and diflembled:alfo that he had fent vnto them 
faithful Miniitres, by whome they were wel, and odly 
inftructed . but feing they had refuled their doctrine, 
giuing ouer obedience to Magiftrates , poflefiing other 
mens goods , hauing manie wiues , ch ofing vinto them 
a new king denyingChritte to haue taken nature of 
ofthe virgioMarieaftirming man to haue frewil, 
forcing men to put their goods in common , denying 
pardon to thofe hat finne:all thefe opintés co be veretly 
repugnant both to the law of God, and of ma. After they 
had receiued this anf{were, they anfwered againe in wrl- 
ting, & withall they fenea boke, fet forthe in the dutch 
rogue, of the myfteries of the fcripture. In their Epittle 7 
they publifhed their caufe againe anew, and defended 
their doctrine to be good intheir forfaid hoke. They . 
deuided the whole courfe, and ages of the world into} 
the age, as from Adam yvnrill Noachto 
aue perifhed with the food, the feconde,in which no# 
we be,to ‘tobe with tyre:the third they faye fhalbc new, 
inthe which righteoutnes fhal reigne. But before that } 
the lat age fhalbe reveled ,this that now is, muft bef 
purged with fire, But hac (ay they) thal nor cometo 
pall before Antichriit be ditelofed , and his power be 
vererly purdowne: Then fhil theruined feare of Dt 
Wid be erected againc,and Chrite Mall rcigne vpon 
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earth and all the writings of the Prophetes, fhalbe ful- 
filled: And as touching this prefent age,it is like to the 


time of the which Ifai fpeaketh. For iuftice is put to 


filence in it, and the godly areaffliQed. But nowthe 


time of libertic, and deliuerance from fo’ many , and 
great calamities is come,as it came vnto the Ifraelites, 
being in the captiuitic of Babylon, and the wicked fhal 
receaue the full reward of their wickednes, as it is pro- 
phecied in the Apocalypfezbut this reftirution to go be 
tore the world tocome ,tothe end that allthe wicked 
being opprefled ,the feat of suftice might be prepared. 
When the Lantgraue had tedde ouer their beke, he- 
gaue chargeto certen Minifters, of his Church to anf- 
were Vnto It. | 

In Februarie the famine was fo great in Citie, that 
diuers perifhed with hunger. One of the kinges wiles, 
being {triken with pitie towardes the people , {pake by 
chance the other womeé,and faid that fhe thoghe it 


— wasnotthe wil ofGod,that the people fhould fo dye for 


lacke of fuftenance , The king, which had good proui- 
fion in the houfe, not onely,to ferue his neceffitie, but 
alfo ro wafte fuperfluontly , of this,he broghe 
her intothe market place ,with all therefidue of his 
wiues, and there commanded her to knele downe vpon 
her knees, and then he cutt her head from her fhoul - 
ders: and yet not fo content, after her death he defamed 
her with his being done, his other wiues 
beganne to fing,and to giue praifes tothe heauenly fa- 


ther. Then danfed they , and the king led the dance, 


& he exhorted the people alfo (which had no other vi- 
ctualles left,faue bread,and fale, thar they fhould 
dance, and be of good chere. Nowwhen the day of E- 


flerwas come, and that there appered no figne of deli- 


uerance.the King,which had made them fo many good 

ly, and large promifes, that he might finde fome mea- 

nes to excufe him felfewith all, he feined him feifeto 
be ticke, fixe daies togethcrsywhich daves being ended, 

Re. ii. 
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48 AGAINST THEADVERS. 
he firth vato the market place, and {aid vate, 
the people that he had ridden vpona blinde affe, andy 
that, the father had put vpon hiin the finnes of: all 
~The fim the multitude, fo thagehey were all made cleane; and) 
prete purged from their finnes, and. was the delis; 
‘ftheA uerance promifed by him with chewhich they oght: 
tg be content. Among other things that Luthere 
fet caufed tobe printed, in that time {peaking wf ther 
fe that were belieged in’ Monilere he faid thus:Oh what: 
fhall I fay , or how fhall Lbewaile this vahappie peoples 
¥ thing it felf dorh declare ,tharthey be poll: fied with} 
many deutlles,but we oght to giue praile to the mrerels 
ful goodnes of God foralthogh, that Germanic hath 
deferued for the contcmning of the Golpel, hasred of, 
Gods Name,and fhedding of innocent blood,to be grte 
noully punifhed ov the! ofGod,vet notwithitanding’ 
hehath brideled force and violence of Sathan hither 
to, not {uffering him to rage at his pheafure: but hath, 
mercifully warned vs: ad by this foolifh tragidic of Mo, 
{tere called ys to amendement of life. for excepe that! 
God did brvdle hym and drawe hym backe, I dout not,’ 
butrhat fubtile and craftie {pirit wold have hades 
Jed rhis mater farre otherwife.But now when as God har 
the thusrelreyned hym he is not able to do fo muche, 
as he woldeaadas hedefireth , but fo farre as God 
mitieth him,he fretcerh & Figeth. Forthedeuil which) 
defireth to deftroy the Chriftian faith, goeth not this” 
way to worke to giue libertie, for men to haue 
ny wiues atonce. for he knoweth well that mendoab-. 
horre it,it is fo open,deteftable,and filehie a thing inal. 
nreanes eyes, ThePolitick and ciuil gouernement may 
this way be troubled: but to invade the kingdome of , 
Chrifle wirhall’; chere be other maner 
enginnes vied . for he that wil go about to flatter 
people by traudeanddeces: he muft not be defirous 
—reigne, nor todeclare him (lfarvrine (for all world. 
reprouetay, that ,and co whaterd fueh 
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fes do tend )but he muft come by fome privie meances: 
as by holie {peakings,his garmeéts homelie,and not ly - 
kevnte others,a graue countenice his head hanging to - 


ward the ground, in abftinéce not touching moncy,not 


eating ficth, refufing mariage, efteming ciuile gouern 


mentjand bearing of autoriricto bea prophane thing, 
_ to refufeto beare rule,and to profefle hyn felfto be of 


a fingulare and lowlie {pirite : this(I fay is} readie way 
or meanes which may deceaue cuen the verie wile, and 
all by fimulation arid fubtilitie ro afpire ro the higheft 


reignevpon earth . But to vfurpe autoritie vnfhame- 


faft extremitie, and for filthie defireto take as mani¢e 
wiues as he lift , this is mot the craft of any practifedde- — 
uil,but of fome rude and late {prong vp {pirit,or at leaft 
if he be of any experience, yet God hathenow fotyed | 
hym in chaynes that he can no more fubtely de- » 
ceaue: which thing the Lord doeth to the end that 
we fhould:reuerence his Maieftie ,and that we fhould 
be firft ftirred vp to repentance , be fore he letlofe © 
the bridle of fome more expert deuil, which furel 


fhall ailaule and befiege vs much more fharply sadreich Let Ger 
greater furie. For if this litle mafter deuil can ftitre vp manic 
fuche a rroulbe,what fhall ¥ great doctor deuil of bothe 4duers 


lawes dowhen he fhall come and practife all his power ” 


againft vs? Wherfore this homelie deuil that is of fo fetta 


fniallexperience,is not of vs greatly to be feared.And 


- F¥doalfo think , that all the inhabirantes of Monfterdo 


notallowtheir toying folie , but that diuerfe of them 


do greatly forow,wihch ( not without many fighes 


and teares) do look fordeliucrance at gods hand ,as it — 
hath bene fene afore in the feditions of the bowres.  _ 
And I woldeto God there were no deuil in theworl- 
de of geater craft then this deuil of Monftere 1s y 

rouided that God take not his worde from vs.— 


-Forl fuppofe there be but verie few , that wil giue 


credenec to this fo grofle and vnlearned a mafter. + 
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But indede when God is angrie or difpleated , there ig. 
no error fo folifh,vnlikely or out of order which Satan. 
fhal not perfuade fome to beleue, as we fe to be broghe | 
to pafle in ¥ doctrine of Mahomet.For thogh all their, 
teaching 1s toad, yet not withf{tading the light of Geds. 
worde being quenched , it toke ftrength, & hathe {pred » 
furth it felt fo large and mightie , as we fe inthis 
and the had come to pafle in Germanic, af God. 
had not purdoune che ecterprife and counfel of Mine» 
cere. Por with the that is,Satan can mikea 
great flamb (if God do fufter him) and a betrer way to. 
quench it withall there is ng¢,then with the worde of 
~God.tor when the weapons BF the ennemie are ail toge» 
ther fpirieual , he can net be ouercome with a 
dg of horfes,or any engines of warre. But our Princes: 
and Bifhoppes worke otherwile.for they hinder the do- 
trine of che Golpell, which is the onely way, whcroy 
myndes and heartes of men may be healed, And inthe 
meantymethey violently cormétthem to pluckethe 
bodice tromthe deuil,loauing to him the princspal part. 
his heart and foule, viing the mater as the 
lewes did, which thoghe to extinguifh and put doune. 
Chrifte by the punifhment of the crofle.But now as tou” 
ching the common brute and writings that go of Mon- 
ter, Lhaueno doubr, but that itis fo as 1s reported: 
and that which they them felucs haue written of late, 
maketh me fully to beleue it, in which they paint 
lhuely their owne furie and madnes.firft of al they teach 
ofthe faith verié foolith and abfurde things , and of 
Chritas thogh he rooke not flefh of che virgine Marie 
and yetthey conf dle him tobe of the fede of Dauid. 
Buc they verer not their mvndes fully ; and without 
doubt Satan docth nourifh fome montire which 
may exiily be perceaied by this which they fay, 
the fede or the of Marie can not, deliver ys. 
But in yaine is their for the Scriprure 
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OFGODS PREDEST- 
nefleth Chrifte to be borne of ¥ virgine Maric.Which 
faying in all langages is. referred to the frute which 
being conceaued and fafltioned of the Act and blood 
of his mother,is borne into the worlde. Alfo they fhewe 
furth their ignorance, inthatthey condemne the firlt 


baprifine,as a profane thing,efteming it not as the intti 


tution of God, but of man. Bur if it be fo that all maner 


of things oghtto be codemned and put away, thar ether 
the wicked haue or do. giue,then do I meruell chat 


they not away the and the diluer with che other 


gouds,thatthey took from the wicked,and deuife fome 
other meanes to liue by.for as thefe things be the crea- 
tures,and worke of God, fo is Baptifme alfo. when the 
wicked man {weareth he abuferh the true name.of God: 
and ifthe name of God be not trueto him, then he of- 
tendeth not,he that killeth,robbeth or fpoileth,he traf- 
eveiteth che commandement of God, but if the comma 
dement of God be not true vato him, he finneth noc. 
Luen fo ifthe firft baprifme be nothing, then the recea 

ers ef at haue not offended Wherefor then do they fo 
much deteft the firft baprifme, as a wicked thing, where 
as notwithftanding they afficme it to be nothing? Alfo 
if the mariages in times paft oght to be take as whore-_ 
dom and adulrerie, as they fay, becaufe they werecen-_ 
tracted ofthem that wanted faith, I pray you, do tliey 
not cofeile, them felues to be the children of harlorces? 
Now if they be baftardes and valawfully begotten , how 
cometh it ro pafle that they inioye their Citre and the 
polle(sion of their fore fathers? It were mete therefore, 
teig they be fuch thar, chey fhould haueno enteres into 
y heritages of their ancefters, but that in this new kide 
of mariage, that they are entred into, they fhould gete 
vato them felues new goods and richeile, which might 
bearea more honeft title. for it is yncomelie for thefe 
holte and religious men that they fhould lide with the 
goods of harlottes,and mifcreantes,or thar they fhould 
winne them ro them om trome others by violence, 
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442 AGAINST THEADVERS. 
anid robberie. And as touching their kingdome,Ww is to” 


be laughed at, there is fo much wickednes itv it, and fo: 
manifelt , chat we fhallnor nedeto make many: wordes: 
of it.And truely for thofethings, whereof we haue {po~: 
ken,as we have treated more then inough,fo alfo more. 


then nede,coniidering that it hathe bene fo plentrfully: 


and largely fet furth by others . Now when they in the 
Citiewere come into this cafe, that diuerfe of thé dai- 
ly dicd for hunger ,and that many alfo departed from. 
thence,and came out fo weake and feble that the enne-. 
mies had pitie vpon them, the captaine fent worde to} 
townes that 1f they wolde deliver to them the xing 


ceiten others, they them felues fhould be perdoned:- 


The citezins, althogh they bad good will fotodo,ye 
durit they not go about it, the crueltie of the king-was: 
Lo great,and the watch was kept fo ftreitly for the King: 


was {o obftinare, that as. long as there remained 


thing for him to cate and’a few others, he was fully bent 
notto yelde. for which caufe the capraines fent words 


Paineand commided them that from théce furth,they 


fliould not fend any furthe of their citie, nor fo much 
as children or women. This was in the calédes of Tune; 
thedat folowing they made vniufte compleining that 
their caule might not lawfully be heard , and thatthey 
were wrogcully afflicted aboue meafure, alfo profering 
them feluesto fubmifsion , if any could fhew them w- 
herein they offended : feether move they expounded a 
certen plice of Daniel,as of the fourth beaft much mo- 
re cruel chen the others, the conclufion of their leters 
was this: God aiding them they wold ftand ro the 


— trueth which they had contelied,but all this was written 


atthe kings commadement. Nowwhen all things were 


—cometothe extremitie in ¥ Citte, chere were two that 


Ged from thence, of which one was taken of the {ole 
ciovis, the other camerothe bifhope yonder fafe condu 
thefefhewed , how the Citic might be riken. 


‘The Bifhope& the captain hearing the words 


obincic and wey Ing the mater, the 
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of lune they talked with theni of rhe Citie, aduertifing 
them to yelde them felues into their hands, 1nd to faue 

the multitude, which perifhed with hunger. Anfwer was 
made ia the prefence of the king,by Roteman, that in’ 

no wile,they wold giue ouer frome that w they had be- 
goune.T wodaies after about the xi houre inthenight 
the armie came nere to the Citie without making any 
noie:by the aduice of the two fugitiues ,certen chofen 
toldiours paffed the ditch,and came tothe trench, kil- 
ling the watchemé: other folowed after thefe,which to- 
unde a litle gate open through which rhey entred im- 
to the Citierothendbre of fiue hundreth with certein: 
capteines and ftanderds .Thé they of the Citic came ra | 
ning vnto that place, and with great me kept they ¥ 

refiduc of the armie out which wolde haue entered, and 
Nutting the gate, they fel vpd them thatwere come in 

wa great rage,and killed many of ché. And when the c6 

ict berwenethem had indured two houres , veric fharp 
and turtous, thefoldiours thar were inclofed , did burit 

open thenext gate wh was not kept with any great . 


~ 


ivength, and-fo made rhcey an entres in for their fe- 


lowes which ftreight way entered in by a great copany. 
‘Cheerzens them 2litleat the firft brunt, bur 
chey gathered thé felues | together in ¥ market place: & 
being in difpaire of any victorie (many of them being 
(layn ar ¥ (irft burfting in)they defired and intreated for 
mercie,w was grated vneo thé. The king and knipper- 
doin were taken the fame tyme: Roteman difparing 
othis ife,ranne amog y heape of y ennemics,& was fo 
thraft chrough,rather thé he wolde falla liue into their 
h.des. Whe § Citie was také,y Bifhope tooke to hi felf 
hell {poile & ordiaice: afterward he difcharged Var 
ries , referuing oncly to hi felf two enfignes for deféce 
Thé was there an other couction of che Empire at W or 


thes ¥ fi'tench of Iulie,wherein king Ferdinadus by his 


C12) batlador propoted & dem ided wheth cr any th 1g ets | 
were to be done concerning y rootingout of y Anabap 
Tihies y rowne was alreadic rakézhe allo aducicifed 
oat 
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them that the Princes oght to afke coifel of the Biflio- | 
pe of Rome:wherunto they anfwered that it was alredie _ | 
prouided by certen edictes,what was beft ro bedoneto 
the Anabaptiftes, and that the Emperour had afked cot 
fell of the Bifhop ofter then once,nether could hedoa- — 
ny more inthe mater. Inthe fame conuention the Bi- 
fhop of Monftere defired his charges & lofles to be re- 
compéfed , the money promifed was 
not payd.. but when nothing els could bedetermined, 
fewofthe nobles being prefent,an other conuention 
was called in the fame place,the firft of Nouembre,whe- 
rein the things concerning the warre and the charges 
thereof might be knowen,wherein alfo it might bede- 
creed what torme ofcommon welth were after to be e- 
ftablifhed ar Monftere. When the day was comc,the Em: 
batiadour of king Ferdinadus briefily repeted the cau- 
fes of that prefent conuention , to witt, that amog other 
things it might alfo be deliberated , how ¥ Citie newly 
conquered , might from thence forthe continue in the 
olde religion . After thefethings the Bifhoppes legate 
fheweth what great charges he was-at, al the warre tyme, 
how greatly he was indebted, & how it was neceflarie (¥ 
Citie being now také)for the auoiding of tumultes and 
other dangers, to build two Caftles in the Citie, with © 
{trong holdes.al which thinges he detired to be confide 
red. To thefe thigs anfwer was made, ¥ ¥ Bifhoppe had 
token the greater parte of the {poile with all the ordi- 
nance and goods of the citizens which wholie appartet 
ned to the comm welthe of the Empire,therefore that 
itwas reafon, the value fhould be counted and commu- 
nicated with the charges , & what orher things were ne- 
ccitarie befides fhould alfo be confidered . After it was 
determined,that the Bifhoprike of Monftere fl-ould be 
vider the Empire.after the ancient cuftome, and thatal 
the nobilitie thould be reftored, and rhe citizens alio 
hich had departed to other places , fo they were not A- 
mabaptites . thar the Bifhoppe fhould fet forthe the reli 
| | gion 
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| gion according ro thedecreofthe Empire: thatinthe 
beginning of the next {pring the embafladours of the 
Princes fhould goto Monftereto knowrhe ftate of the. 
citizens and to kepe them in fauegard,to pull doune all 
the fortereffes, which the Anabaptiftes had erected , and 
‘& thatthe Bifhop alfo fhould pul doune the Caftles w- 
hich he had buitied inthe citie,& that he fhould with- 
out delay put todeath the king with knipperdoling, & 
Crechting, § prifoners without reteining them any 16- 
er. Asfor chat which) we {aid was determined of reli- 
cion,theduke of Saxone, the Liregraue, Wirtember 
and Anhold, reftified ¢ penly that they wold not cofent, 
to it: the cirezinsjalfo profefled the fame , nether wold 
they haue the old fortereffes of rhe towne diftroied, but 
thev confented to the pulling downe of rhenew. The 
ce and his two felowcaptiues were caried hither & 
thither tothe Princes to be gafed and laughed at, by w- 
hich oceafié rhe preachers of the Lantgraue talked and 
difputed with the king,chiefiy of thefe pointes, ofthe 
the kingdome ef Chritte, of M agiftrarcs,of iuftilicatio, 
of Baptifme,of¥ fupper of rhe Lord,of the incarnation 
of Chrifte, & of Mariige, and they preuatled {o muche 
by the reftimonte of the Scriptures , that aluhogh they 
did not altogither conuert him jyerthey fo bowed and 
confounded him(nortwithftanding his repugnance, and 
defending his opinids)that at the laft he granted totke 
moft part of al-which nevertheles, is thoght that hedid- 
but to faue his life. for when they came to him the fe- 
conde tyme, he promifed , fo he might be pardoned to 
bring to paflechat all the Anabaptittes which were in 
great nombre through all Holand Braband , England, 
and Frifcland, fhould kepe filence, and in all thinges o- 
bey the Mogiftrares, Thofe fame men alfo difputed w 
the inges felowes bothe by communication and 
ting,of mortificatiovof the Baptifme of infantes,of the 
communion of their goods, and of the kingdome of 


Chriite: When they vere come to Telgate,the Bs fhoppe 
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446 AGAINST THE ADVERS. |. 
afked the king by what auctoritie he arrogated to him 
felf {uch libertic ouer his Citie & people ? who atked 

him againe who gaue hi auctoritie & power in Citie 
qual ve and whe the Bifhopp an{wered that he obteined that iu- 
cation of tiidiction by the confent of rhe congregation and peo- 
the. ple,euen fo, faith he,was I called thereunto of God. Thé 
Avaba- were they caried backe againe to Monftere thetwentie 
of , where eche of them were put ina feuerall 
| prifon.The fame day came the Bifhop dhither with the 
archbifhop of Collé, and the embafladours of the Duke 
of Cleaue with him,two daies after rhey were exhorted 
by godlie admonitions to conuert from their errors, 
And in dedethe king aknowledged his fiune , and ma- 
de his recourfeto Chrifte by prarer, the other two wold 
notconfelie chat they had offended ag all,bur obitinatly 
defended their fals opinids : che next day after,the king 
was broght forth into an high place,and bound to a po- 
fte,where were prefent two executioners with fyrie ton- 
gues totormentthem with all,che king atthe thre 
_pyntches of che tongues held his peace , afterward cry+ 
Ing to God inceflantly for mercie. When he had bene 
tome on this manerfor the {pace of an houre and 
re, he was thruft through the breaft with a tharp {word 
and died. The fame punifhment alfo had his felowes, 
hich being alldead, they were eche of them bound ih 
yron cofers,and hég vp inthe roppe of thetowre of rhe 
Citie, the king in the middef higher then his fellowes 
by the ftature of aman. This fearefull tragedic, in w- 
hich gods moft 1uft iudgemeétes are declared doth teach 
vnto vstwo things,!The form er,what may the maocet, 
and the godlie looke for, ifye may bring yous cnter- 
prifes to paffe : and fecondarely what doeth the worlde 
& the rulers now in earth for the moft parr deferuc. As 
touching you, howfo cuer foratime ye cloke your 
crueltie,what fimplicitie fo cuer ye declare sn your cx- 
rernall gefture, what fo cuer ye {peake of chariticand lo 
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"OF GODS PREDEST. 
‘ue, and how fo euer ye feme to be zealous ouer the 


rructh, yet fhall you in the end produce no other frute 
then thefe yours fathers haue done before you.If y I li- 


fte to note particular exip!es, I might fhewin your fect 


and amongeft you to hue bene fo horrible enormities 


/asmore horrible were neuer fromthe beginning : but 


Jel might feme to any pleafure in accitling parti 


cular perfos, Iwil not arehis prefet write al that l know. 


Onely (1 fay)tharthe Church of God may locke for no 


other thing at your hand , but for confufion of all gods. 


ordinances, and for more cruel perfecution then ever 


itdid fufteine fince the daies of the Apotties.for w- 


at your fathers begin in Menfict in their purpofe, 


you do performeand finifh: and to that end do you w- 
tite your bookes,fome calling all the Scriptures ofGod 


in doubt, fome affirming that there isa more perfect 
knowledge , then that which is cOteined,or exprefied in 
the worde ,fome plainely denying the Godheade of 


Chrift Iefus,and of the holy Gott,fome claim ing liber- 
berrie,that no man fhould be troubled for his con{eien- 


ce,cloking wader that girle all blafphemic,and diaboli- 
cilldo@rine, And you now laftin accufing vs of the- 
fe moft odious crimes , whereof we be moit innocent, 
ye,and your brethern,1 fay, in teaching this your 
peftilent doctrine, and accufing vs who gaintland your 


deuilifh errors ,do plainely declare, what ye haueal- 


ready intended , if God by his great power bridle not 
your furie . And afluredly the woild and the Rulers of 
the carth( for rhe moft part) moft 1uftly deferue fo to be 
entreated. As Church of God, it mutt be fubiett to 
thecrofle, cuen yatii! the comming of the Lord Iefus 
from the heauens. But the world I fay , and the Prin- 
ces of the earth (which is the feconde point ,which 
we have to marke ia this former hiitorie ) moft 
iuftly deferue to be punifhed with fuche confufion 
as ye intend. For the one, and the other (I meane 
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448 GAINST THE ADVERS, 
the Princes,and the people, cd{pired to this day againgt 
God,againtt his fonne Chritte Lefus, id againitt bis eter 
nal veritic. They mainteine 
idololatric, they cruelly murther the Saintes of God, . 

and {odo they reioyfe in all kinde of tyrannic, Gods 
iuft iudgementes can not long delaye punifhment.and 
therfore leauing you Anabapriftes into the handes of 
him whofe power yecan not efcape, Lam compelled in 
feaw wordes to admonifh you aswell the people , asthe 
princes , y {pedely ye retourne to the liuing God, who- 
{e veritie fo long ye haue oppugned,whofe religionye 

gainfland,and true metlingers,ye perfecute, or cls per 
fuade your felues that vengeance is prepared. He will 
not entreate you,as he hath done his aflited Church, 
and deare childré: that is he will not call you to repen- 
tance by a tatherlye correction,the end wherot fhal cur- 
vour cofort. Not fo,not fo, as ye haue fll re- 
belled.and difhonored him,{o will he powre forrheeon 
tempt vpon you, inthe which ye fhal perifh borhetem 
porally,and for ever. And by whom doeth ic moil appe 
rethat temporally ye fhalbe punifhed , of vs,whome ye 
banith, whome ye {poiie, and robbe, whom« cruelly ye 

pertecute, and whole bload ye dayly fed ? There is 0 

dout, bucas the victorieW ouercometh the workie 


‘ | our faith fort behoueth vs to polies our toules in our 
pacience : we nether priuely , nor openly denice the po 
wer of the ciuile magiftrate-we do not claime the comu 
| nalrie of all things in this lite: the pluralitic of wiies 
wedo abhorre: we wold not deftroye gods ordinancesy 
and Pollicie,by him eftablifhed in common welthes, 
| | Sur we hate,& deteft all fuch confufion.Oncly we defire 
vie people,and the Rulers to be fubiect vnto God , ard 

voto his holy will plainly reveled in his moft fac red 
-wotde.And therfore of vs,I fave,ye are and maye be wr 
thourall teare.But what ye may loke foryifthe Anabap 

tutes fhal atteinero their purpof e:the confution,and ty 

rannie vied by thoie of whomie we hauc fpoken, is, and 
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OF GODS PREDEST. % 449) 
may bea glaffe, wherein ye may feyour iudgement, & 
end moft tearfull,vnlefle chat vnfeinedly ye repent.Flat 
ternotyour felues , that ye be able atall times.to pre- 
uaile in bartel by ftrégth, becaufe that in nomber yebe° 
manic¢, or becaufe thole Prices of Germanic preuailed 
againgt that mifcrable, & moft wicked fort of en- 
raged Anabapriftes’, Contider, contider your 


hearts, that when God will punifh, no multitude can re- 


fit. Atthar time God gauc victorie to the Princes, and 
did tuppres the furic of thote wicked men, not becaufe 
the Princes were 1uft, and had deferued fuche a benefite 
at gods hand, No , The molt parewere wicked , as their 
factes fince haueplainely declared. But God had refpect 
to his owne glorie,and honour, Le did admonith hrs 
lect by their examples to beware of fuch poifon,and did 
alio mY fuch confution, call you rorepentance. Of late | 
yeres before was the Euigile of Chriit lefus reuiued in 

Germanie,the haruett of rhe Lord was not come to ripe 
nes,& thertor for his owne armes fake he wold not fuf- 
fer thar pettiléce fo {odainly to preuaile. But new fejng 
that of fo long cotinuance from wickednes ye procede 
co open contemp: of God,and of his true religion, fhall 
he futter you torage wichout iufti- 
ce can not.And whag intrumentes can God, (i fay) finde 
in this lifepmore apte to punifh you,then thote that ha- 
te, and dereft all lawful! powers ,anddo thirltnething 
more,then fuch confution as before ye haue heard?God 

will not vfe his faintes ,and choles children to | 
you.For with them is alawaies mercic, you 


haue acurfe, and malediQié,as in the 


Hiftorie of lofua plaine But as ye haue proneticed w- 
rong and crucl iudgement without mercie yfo will he 
punifh you by fuche as in whome there is no mercie. 
Tremble therfor, and covert vnto Ged, if chat ve think 
to efcape vengeance , confufion, and fhame, bothetem- 
poral,and tor eter. Now to the conclufion of your boke. 
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AGAINST THE ADVERS, 
THE ADVERSARIE, 


Th Judge now gentill reader vprightly , and herel commit thee-te 
Ged ,befecting him te the eies of thy minde,that then maief know the 
47-[€- in thisand in all otber matters wecefarie te thy faluation, 


ANSWER. 
' As you will all men to reade, and to iudge with in- 
differencie,euen fo do we,requiring of God not onely y 
fo the eyes of mé maye be lightened that clearely they 
may fe things aeornay to faluation , but alfo thar 
by the mig itie operatid of gods hole {pirit they may 
be cOfirmed,and fo (andtified in his eternal! veritie,that 
totheend they may continue inthe fimplicitie of his 
holy worde:and further,that all men may fe to what con 
fufton your doctrine tédeth, the ground wherof 
owne vaine imagination,and the end(as before we haue 
{aid not onely the deftruction of all gods ordinances, 
neceflarie for this prefent lyfe, butalfo che treading va 
der foote of the bright glorie of Chrifte lefus . Forthe 
nrore that ye extoll tre will,and che verrues of man,the 
more do ye obfcure the 1uftice of faith ,which onely 1s © 
acceptable in the prefence of God,and the lefle do yeat- 
tribute to Chrifte Jefus his death and pafsion . Yea, fo- 
me of You are not afhamed in your enuenomed do- 
Gtrine,wherein fecretly ye traine your {cholars, to afir- 
me:T hat wethat now line after Chriftes death, haucno 
other benefite, ether by him, or by his death,but onely 
an exiple to fuffer as he did,O fede of the ferpét thy fa- 
ther Pelagius was neuer fo impudent , nether yet did & — 
ver the deuil finde anie of his inftrumétes(before thee) 
fo bolde , as that againft the holy {criptures of God he 
durft afirme that horrible blafphemie. Dareft thou de- 
nie,burthat the death of Chrifte Iefus fhall ro the con- 
fum tion of all thinges hauethe fame efiicacie, that it 


hathe had fro the beginning? Did not Chrifte fuffer for - 
our finnes, not fer our exapie onely.but becaufe we we- 


renot able to fatisfie the iuftice of God which we al 
often- 
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OF GODS PREDEST. 
offended , that thérefor the punifhment of our offenfes 


was laid vpon him ? Hauewe any more power now,then 
had his difciples to whome he id » without me yecan 
do Doeth not he remaine a {oucraigne Pricft 
for euer,afrer the order of Melchifedech?Is it not he,w- 
ho by one facrifice made perfect for euer , fuch as ether 
haue bene,are, or fhalbe fanctified of that polluted fede, 
of Adam?Finally is it not he.alone,who giueth libertie, 
faluation , and lyfeto his bodye which 1s the Church, 

_ not in oneage, but from the beginning to the end? Sa- 
tan him felf 1s compelled thus tarre to cofefle , and the- 
refor be thou fhamed o thou blafphemous mouth). 
What other monfters ye nor:fh, and fede in the ftinc- 
king denne of your enuenomed heartes,time wil feue- 
le. And if it thall pleafe God to afsift my weakenes,] will 
not fpare labors to communicate with my brethern, 
what peftilence lurketh in your enuenomed doétrine, 
tothe end that all the faithful may auoyde the fame. | 
You tearing to farget any thing of your mafter Cafta- 
lios us conclude. 


THE! ADVERSARIE 
And as for you( Careles men) you oght to take it sm good Werth, What The 
So eucr haue . firft becanfests mructh . Secondly becaufe , ye holde 43. 
that all rinngs,be done mere neceffitie , then haue written this of ne- 


ce fsitie. | | | 

| Tothe which 1 anfwere,that if thedeuill were not a 

lier, andthe father, not of lyes onely , butalfo of all 

decearful lyers, it were not pofsible, that you who in fo 
-maniethinges haue declared your felucs horrible lycrs 
'fhould vainly bragge that ye haue writté thie erueth.For 

befides thofe odious crimes, which moft impudently, 

and moft falfely you lay to our charge, amiongeft al the 

fcriptures by you alledged, their are not three which ye— 

do not abufe, yeaand in fome ye do fo openly belye 

the holy Goft shat you conclude contrarie - his oxpref 
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wordes.But when I c6fider,that your Mafter & father 


Satan him {elf efhamed not inthe prefence of Chrifte 
Iefus,to boaft,and to bragge, that all the-power , and 

lorie of the earth was giuen vnto him, and that he ga- 
ue itto uch as belt pleated him,whe yet in verydedche 
had no power to giue to his felow angelles , and com- 


panions of darkenes licence to enter into the bellies of 
{wine, till chat he, ad they were faine to begge that plea — 


fant palace, of him, to whom all power is given in hee 
uen, and in earth. When this I faye, Ido confidre, Ido 
more lament your miferable blindnes , then that Tecan 
fiomake againityourvanitic, except in fo farre, as to 
the ende,I mutt faye,that fuch as ob{imatelye deniethe 
| “peags trewth of God , are lyers , and the fonnes cf that 
er, who firit deceaued man , and powred into his hare 
the fame venome, and error which this day ye teach, 
and mainteine. For he was bold to affirme that wifdom 
and lyfe was to be found by other meanes then God had 
determined,yea where God had pronounced death, and 


damnation, he promifed faluatio, and life, and fodo— 


you. For God hath apointed lifeto none of his elect, 
but inChriite Tetus onely, ad thar by fuch meanes,as in 
his holy word expretled,which are trew faith,coorinuall 
repentance , Abnegation of our felues , of owr owne 
ftice,andwifdom,ad finally by receauing (of free grace) 
in Chriite lefus,whatfoeuer we haue 
ye ofhame not to affiime,that the iuftice of Chrifte fuf- 
Bceah vs not, except that we hauea perfonall iuftice of 
our owne. How coldely ye {peake,or write of his death, 
of his refurrection of his mediation, and perpetuall 
interce{sion,is euident. Your bragging and prowd boa- 
iting of your owne iuitice,and of your greate perfectid, 
are euident tokens how you do agree with Chrifte Iefus 
the tructh ,and veritie it felf, who commandeth vs to 
faye (not for the fafhio,but from vnfeined heartes ) we 


are vnprofitable feruantes . But fome of you in your 


iefting 


in Adam. But. 
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OF GODS PREDEST. | 453 
icfting cfhamenot to faye: that ye are nortwo thou~ 
fand paifes, diftant from the fulnes of perfection. 
But this your vanitie ( your blafphemies excepred) 
doth. not’ greately offend vs. For afmall pricke of 
of a pione, or of anelde fhalbe fufticiét co declare that 
bladders ( bethey neuer fo ttreitly blowen ) conteine 
1) them felues nothing buc wind. Thar by neceliitie 
you have written your ratling blaf{phemues, moit 
unpudent lies we ealily confefle. For feing that ye 
atetbe fede of the ferpent( I meane fuchas in your ° 
error fhall continue to the end) what thing can you els 
do,but of necellitie {pew forthe vénom,whé the weig it 
of gods eternall veritic beginneth alitle to pretie dow- 
ne your head ( for fodoeth the ferpent whenfoeuer fhe 
is couched )But why do ye not confidre(feing ye be rea- 
fonable ferpentes that like as prowdly ye lift your fel - 


ues againft the glorie of the eternall Sonne ofGod,and 
as ye ceale not to flander fuchejinftrume 
tes as in his Church be moft profitable , and jnott wort 
hie of prayfe inthe eyes of all godly,thae liffewife of 
neceflitie it is, that cometoruine, that pride 
be reprefled, and your blafphemous tongues {ge cofoun 
for euer? feing that Ged , who hateh all ghiquitie, 
muit nedes refift the proude ,deftroy the lymg lippes, 
_ and remouce ftom his focietie fuche as declarg them tel 
ucs enemies to his eternall veritie,the knowlgdge whe- 
rof we confeflewith lob commeth onely by infpiration 
of the holy Goft , and doth not procede from fighh, or 
blood, from ftudie, care, or wordly wifdome, bugis the 
tree gittof God reueled to the lytle ones »apd omon 
ly hid fromthe wifeft of the world. Whichb fehtence 


wold Ged that depely ye could wey : for then Idoubr 


not.but ¥ ye fhould clearely fe, thar to coma Chritte 
lefus , 1s nether of the runner , nether yet of thew:l!er, 

but of God , who fheweth mercie to fuch as pleatth 
him,whofe countfelles eternal, and iudgem Mtes;, ni oft. 
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ble arethy 1udgementcs 6 Lord, and how vr{earchable 
are thy waves : for of thee, by thee, and for thee areal 
things. thee be glorie for eucr,and cucr. So be it. 


EVERIE TONGVE THAT SHAL CONTEND 
WITH THEE IN IVDGEMENT, THE SAMB 


SHALT THOV MOST RIGHTLY 
DEMNE, ‘ 


AGAINST THEADVERS. 


_profound,can no creatureapprehend and compatle,and 
therfore oght all the true feruantes of God with reue. 
fence,and with trembling faye, O how incomprehenfis 
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Fautes efcaped in the printing. 
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thoght. In the 193.page,the 32.line macioufly for mali- 
cioufly.In the 165. page.the 6. line yea for yet.[n 4. 
3-line thy penne for my penne.In thé 26 pa- 
ge line 3.Afcaoth for Aiteroth.In the fame pag 
line,yet she became,for yet he became. In the 
the 24. linc,and affirming for and we affirming. 
the 34.line 24. for 23.In che 321,pageithegatt li 
ne,defaced for defaced to his virermoft.In the 322.page, 
the 18.line good reafonly for goodly reafon.Ip the 436. 
page,the 18 line cheir for the, 


in the 24. pagethe 19. line not for nor.In the ve, 
: the 4.line Curthe for Church.In the 9§.page.thg 17 dine | 
| difpleafe for difpleafure.In the 117.page,in the Margene 
for In the1s3. the zr. line for 
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